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PREFACE. 


These  volumes  chiefly  consist  of  the  narrative 
of  a  short  visit  to  Russia,  during  the  autumn  of 
1836,  in  the  course  of  a  general  tour  through 
Europe. 

Much  of  what  they  contain,  however,  is  the 
fruit  of  the  author's  occasional  intercourse  with 
Russians  in  other  parts  of  the  continent.  Having 
(on  two  difierent  occasions)  spent  in  all  upwards  of 
five  years  abroad,  he  has  had  it  in  his  power  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  manners  and  senti- 
ments of  Russians,  under  circumstances  which 
enabled  them  to  throw  off  the  mask  which,  in  their 
own  country,  few  of  them  can  dare  to  dispense  with. 
To  all  who  know  what  Russia  really  is,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  say  that  it  is  not  in  Russia  that  the 
true  state  of  opinion  among  the  higher  classes  of 
that  country  can  be  best  learned. 

To  his  long  residence  abroad,  during  which  he 
paid  considerable  attention  to  the  various  political 
questions  connected  with  Russia,  the  author  is  also 
indebted  for  many  of  the  facts  given  in  support  of 
the  remarks  which  he  hazards  on  the  policy  and 
character  of  the  present  emperor. 
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Fully  aware,  however,  that  neither  his  visit  to 
Russia,  nor  his  opportunities  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  opinions  of  Russians  in  other 
countries,  can  qualify  him  for  doing  justice  to  such 
an  ample  theme  as  that  comprised  in  the  present 
work,  he  begs  of  those  who  may  cast  their  eye  on 
the  following  pages,  that  they  will  regard  their 
contents  rather  as  scraps  by  the  way,  than  as  the 
complete  and  well-matured  production  of  the 
study.  In  fact  the  title, — "Excursions"  and 
"  Sketches," — will  at  once  warn  the  reader  that  he 
is  here  to  find  only  snatches  caught  by  the  passing 
eye,  not  the  full  landscape  itself — the  mere  glean- 
ings of  a  vast  and  fertile  field,  not  the  rich  harvest 
which  abler  hands  would  have  reaped. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  state  that  the  work  was  be- 
gun on  a  foreign  shore,  under  circumstances  which 
rendered  it  impossible  to  obtain  access  to  books  of 
any  value,  and  has  been  completed  in  a  beautiful 
but  remote  part  of  Scotland,  where  it  was  equally 
impossible  to  obtain  the  aid  of  any  extensive 
library.  It  has  been  entirely  written,  therefore, 
from  hurried  notes  kept  while  travelling,  and  does 
not  even  contain  that  array  of  learned  names  which 
might  have  atoned  for  the  want  of  learning  in  the 
author  himself. 

In  fact,  conscious  as  he  is  of  its  many  defects, 
he  would    not   have  presumed  to  lay  his  work 
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before  the  public,  had  he  not  felt  that  at  a  mo- 
ment like    the    present,    when    the    most  over- 
whehning  interest  exists  in  regard  to  Russia,  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  one,  who  has  made  that  country 
his  study,    and    endeavoured   to  obtain   correct 
information  concerning  it,  to  give  to   the  world 
whatever  may  be   calculated  to   throw  light  on 
its  actual  condition,  its  prospects,  or  its  resources. 
This  duty  is  doubly  incumbent  oh  those  who  are 
anxious,  as  the  author  is,  to  counteract  the  tend- 
ency of  some  works  which  have  recently  appeared 
on  the  same  subject     The  presses  of  the  con- 
tinent now  teem  with  publications  containing  the 
most  fulsome  praises  of  Russia,  and  giving  the  most 
overcharged  statements  of  her  power  and  resources ; 
and  unfortunately,  the  presses  of  England  are  not 
altogether  ignorant  of  books  written  in  the  same 
spirit.     Were  we  to  take  these  for  our  guides,  the 
government  of  Russia  would  appear  to  be  the  most 
liberal  of  all  governments,  and  the  people  of  Russia 
the  happiest  of  all  people.     Her  strength  is  held 
up  to  us  as  boundless,  irresistible, — ^as  the  most  for- 
midable, and  best  consolidated,  that  ever  threatened 
the  liberties  and  the  rights  of  man.     In  short,  the 
praises  of  Russia,  which  now  ring  on  every  side, 
are  of  the  most  exaggerated  description. 

It  would  not,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  discover 
the  source  from  which  many  of  these  representa- 
tions proceed ;  or,  at  least,  to  account  for  the  tone 
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which  they  assume.  Suffice  it,  however,  to  say, 
that  truth  will  never  be  written  on  Russia,  except 
by  those  who  repair  to  it  untrammelled  by  con- 
nexion with  the  government,  and  who  leave  it 
unbought  by  the  favours  of  the  emperon 

That  the  author  was  in  this  impartial  position, 
will  at  once  be  evident,  when  he  states  that  he 
and  the  friend  included  in  the    "we*'  which  is 
employed  throughout  the  following  pages,  visited 
Russia  as  private  individuals,  with  no  object  in 
view  but  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the 
manners,  condition,  and  prospects  of  the  people  ; 
in  short,  to  obtain  as  much  information  as  could 
be  acquired  during  so  short  a  visit,  about  a  country 
which  is  daily  becoming  more  and  more  interesting 
to  the  other  nations  of  Europe.    They  had  neither 
government  protection,  nor  a  single  tie  of  interest 
to  bias  their  views.     But   though   they  had  no 
higher  patronage  than  that  which  good  introduc- 
tions procured  for  them,  they  enjoyed  many  oppor- 
tunities for  acquiring  information,  and  can  honestly 
say,  that  they  endeavoured  to  turn  them  to  the  best 
account,    by   associating   with    those,    who   from 
their  talents  and  position,  were  best  qualified  to 
give  them  useful  and  accurate  intelligence  j  by  min- 
gling freely  in  the  various  scenes  of  interest  with 
which  both  the  capital  and  the  interior  abound  ;  by 
leaving  no  sight  unvisited  that  was  likely  to  yield 
instruction  ;  and  by  sparing  no  pains  in  their  endea- 
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TOur  to  arrive  at  the  truth  on  all  important  sub- 
jects connected  with  the  country  or  its  prospects. 

These  excursions,  therefore,  should  they  possess 
no  other  value,  may  at  least  serve  as  specimens  of 
what  travellers,  anxious  to  make  the  best  use  of 
their  time,  may  see  and  learn  during  even  a  brief 
stay  in  a  strange  land ;  and  the  author  has  been 
encouraged  in  his  undertaking,  by  the  conviction 
which  he  entertains  that  many  defects  will  be 
pardoned  in  a  writer  who  is  anxious  to  correct 
misrepresentation,  to  remove  prejudice,  to  impart 
TRUTH ;  and  especially  when  he  treats  of  subjects 
which,  it  will  be  universally  allowed,  are  of  vital 
moment  to  England  at  the  present  crisis. 

So  little  has  of  late  been  written  on  the  interior 
of  Russia,  that  the  author  trusts  the  portions 
of  his  work  which  relate  to  it,  will  possess  con- 
siderable interest  for  all  who  may  be  anxious  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  actual  state  of  that 
vast  region.  The  agriculture  and  manufactures  of 
the  principal  districts — the  condition  of  the  serfs 
— and,  especially,  the  internal  resources  of  the 
empire,  are  subjects  which  at  this  moment  possess 
the  very  highest  interest  for  the  statesman  and  the 
publicist ;  and  all  of  these,  accordingly,  have  been 
touched  upon  at  considerable  length.  Passing 
pictures  of  scenery  and  manners,  and  notices  of 
such  other  subjects  as  are  likely  to  interest  the 
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general  reader,  have  also  been  introduced ;  and  they 
may  be  more  acceptable  to  the  public,  firom  the 
fact  that,  while  so  much  has  recently  been  pub- 
lished on  the  manners  and  scenery  of  the  more 
frequented  portions  of  Europe,  comparatively  little 
of  the  same  description  has  appeared  on  Russia. 
This  is,  doubtless,  attributable  to  the  circumstance 
that  few  of  our  travellers  visit  that  country ;  for, 
even  in  the  present  day,  when  the  passion  for 
travel  has  become  so  universal,  and  thousands  of 
miles  are  thought  as  little  of  as  hundreds  were 
some  years  ago,  the  number  of  Englishmen  who 
venture  to  the  south  of  Moscow,  seldom  exceeds 
one  or  two  every  year. 

This  paucity  of  foreign  visiters  to  Russia  may 
be  partly  owing  to  the  want  of  information  regard- 
ing the  method  of  travelling  in  that  country.  For, 
strange  to  say,  while  there  are  hundreds  of  guide- 
books to  every  other  country,  there  is  not  a  single 
work  that  gives  any  really  available  advice  to  the 
traveller  intending  to  visit  the  dominions  of  the  au- 
tocrat. In  order  to  supply  this  want,  and  in  answer 
to  the  many  applications  which  friends  have  made  to 
him  for  advice  about  travelling  in  Russia,  the  author 
here  publishes  all  that  his  notes  contain  on  this 
subject.  Judging  by  the  diflSculty  which  he  him- 
self had  in  procuring  information  of  this  kind  when 
about   to  visit  Russia,  he  trusts  that,  while  not 
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deroid  of  interest  to  the  general  reader,  the 
notices  he  has  given  on  the  best  way  of  proceeding 
to  St,  Petersburg —  the  customs  and  police  for- 
malities on  entering  and  leaving  it ;  the  more 
common  words  of  the  language ;  hotels  and  post- 
ing ;  and  particularly  on  the  best  method  of  accom- 
plishing a  journey  in  the  interior,  will  be  of  the 
greatest  use  to  those  who  intend  to  travel  in 
Russia.  A  full  enumeration  of  all  tlie  topics  of 
this  nature,  with  references  to  the  pages  wliere 
they  occur  J  is  given  under  tJie  head  of  Hints  to 
Travellers,  at  the  end  of  the  Table  of  Contents 
to  the  present  volume. 

That  some  of  the  questions  discussed  in  these 
pages  are  handled  with  a  freedom  which  may  be  far 
from  agreeable  to  the  admirers  of  Russia,  is  what 
the  author  is  fully  prepared  to  hear.  But  he  is 
persuaded  that  the  enlightened  sovereign  who 
now  sways  the  destinies  of  that  mighty  empire, 
would  rather  hear  the  strictures  of  an  impartial 
censor,  than  the  praises  of  an  uncompromising 
eulogist.  The  commendations  here  bestowed  on 
some  of  his  measures  will  be  less  liable  to  suspicion, 
when  they  come  from  one  who  has  felt  himself  con- 
strained to  speak  in  very  diflFerent  terms  of  other 
parts  of  his  policy. 

Throughout  the  narrative,  the  author  has  en- 
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deavoured  to  avoid  thrusting  himself  unnecessarily 
forward  on  the  reader's  attention.  His  object  has 
been  to  give  information  about  the  people  and  tlie 
country^  not  to  write  a  brilliant  romance,  of  which 
he  himself  should  be  the  hero.  Deeming  all  de- 
tails of  a  merely  personal  nature,  to  be  nothing  but 
impertinencies  in  a  book  of  travels,  he  has  seldom 
alluded  to  afiairs  which,  however  interesting  to  him- 
self, can  possess  no  interest  for  the  public.  Facts 
in  themselves  trifling,  are  indeed  occasionally  men- 
tioned, but  it  is  only  when  they  tend  to  throw 
light  on  the  manners  or  customs  of  the  country. 

After  what  has  been  already  mentioned,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  add  that  it  is  neither  with  a  view  to 
give  additional  importance  to  the  statements,  nor  to 
ward  off*  responsibility  for  them,  that  the  pompous 
"  we'*  has  been  made  use  of  in  these  volumes.  In 
fact,  the  original  party  of  two  was  latterly  in- 
creased to  four  individuals ;  but  the  author  does 
not  feel  himself  entitled  to  publish  the  names  of 
those  in  whose  society  he  performed  his  happy  and 
improving  rambles  through  Russia,  as  he  alone  is 
accountable  for  all  the  statements  and  opinions 
advanced  in  the  work  which  he  now  respectfully 
recommends  to  the  indulgence  of  the  public. 

London,  January  25,  1839. 
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'*  To  moiy,  punkt  at  tolf,  jimmlemen,  we  schiff 
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more  correctly,  skipper  Eric  Simonsson  of  Malmo, 
acquainted  us  with  the  hour  at  which  his  tidy  bark 
the  Johanna  Sophia  was  to  sail  for  St  Petersburg;  the 
good  man  wisely  employing,  as  the  safest  means  of 
conununicating  with  foreigners,  the  amusing  lingua- 
franca  of  the  North — a  eapricious  mixture  of  Eng- 
lish, German,  and  Swedish,  so  accommodating  that  it 
varies  with  each  speaker,  according  to  the  language 
in  which  he  is,  for  the  moment,  most  ambitious  of 
being  thought  a  {proficient 
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That  he  spoke  a  language,  if  language  it  could  be 
called^  out  of  which,  with  a  little  ingenuity,  we  could 
always  draw  some  meaning,  was,  of  course,  no  slight 
recommendation  of  his  ship.  Besides  his  attain- 
ments in  English^  however,  the  captain  possessed 
another  great  virtue  in  our  eyes — ^he  was  overjoyed 
at  the  prospect  of  carrying  us  with  him.  Having 
never  in  all  his  voyages,  to  many  parts  of  the  world, 
had  charge  of  even  one  Englishman,  the  thought  of 
actually  having  two  of  them  at  once  was  so  delightful 
to  him,  that,  we  verily  believe,  he  would  have  taken 
us  for  nothing,  rather  than  have  renounced  a  distinc- 
tion he  had  so  long  sighed  for. 

We  had  little  difficulty  therefore  in  coming  to  an 
agreement.  Arrangements  were  soon  made  for  our 
reception ;  and,  knowing  that  we  had  to  deal  with  a 
right  peremptory  and  word-keeping  Swede,  we  did 
not  fail  to  be  on  board,  the  following  day,  most 
punctually  at  twelve. 

But,  alas  I  winds  and  waves  provokingly  kept  true 
to  their  wonted  fickleness.  The  captain  was  ready 
— ^we  were  ready — all  the  world  was  ready ;  yet  noon 
was  long  past,  and  we  moved  not  from  the  spot. 

The  bright  sun  of  July  shone  so  benignantly  on 
the  deep  clear  waters  of  the  Malar — the  vapory 
clouds  hung  so  gracefully  over  the  most  beautiful 
of  all  the  beautiful  cities  of  the  north — the  lovely 
flowers  crept  so  gently  against  the  gleaming  windows 
of  the  palace,  beneath  which  lay  our  vessel — silence 
— the  silence  of  noonday,  more  startling  in  a  great 
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dty  than  that  of  night — ^rested  so  breathlessly  on  rock, 
lod  tower,  and  tree — ^in  short,  both  on  the  water  and, 
on  land,  all  was 

"  So  peaceful  and  so  fiur/ 

that  the  breeze  refused  to  lift  his  discordant  voice. 
A  goodly  convoy  was  that  day  to  leave  the  crowded 
harbour ;  but  their  canvas  hung  idly  by  the  mast* 
The  hundred  ships  around,  floated  as  if  bound  by  a 
wintry  spell ;  the  sleeping  sea-birds  that  basked  in 
the  tide  were  not  more  motionless. 

Man  himself  was  afiected  by  the  stillness  and 
beauty  of  the  summer  day.  The  heavy  wheels  of 
commerce,  as  during  the  siesta  in  a  southern  clime, 
had  ceased  to  roll.  The  sailor^s  shout,  and  the 
boatmaid's  song,  were  hushed.  The  oars  of  the  few 
boats  still  passing  from  side  to  side,  glided  as  noise- 
lessly as  if  the  element  they  dipped  into  had  been 
turned  into  oil. 

Wishing,  however,  to  be  ready  for  any  change,  we 
remained  patiently  on  board,  hoping  that,  as  day 
declined,  some  stray  gale  might  steal  from  the  lakes 
of  the  interior,  and^waft  us  on  to  the  sea.  In  fact, 
having  regretftdly  said  our  adieus, — and  who  ever 
left  Stockhohn  and  its  warmhearted  people  without 
fegret  ? — we  were  unwilling  to  land  there  again,  lest, 
after  all,  we  might  be  tempted  to  give  up  our  project 
of  visiting  the  dominions  of  the  Tzar. 

We  knew  before  embarking  that  the  voyage  to  St 
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Petersburg  would  occupy  at  least  eight  days,  and  per- 
haps as  many  as  eighteen.  But  even  with  the  chance 
of  delay,  we  thought  it  advisable  to  avoid  the  more 
circuitous  course  now  usually  adopted — ^by  the  steam- 
boat to  Abo,  and  thence  by  land  along  the  northern 
shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Finland.  We  had  no  desire  to  face 
the  annoyances  complained  of  by  all  who  enter  Russia 
at  that  point.  There  being  no  public  conveyance 
from  the  landing  port,  we  should  have  been  compelled 
to  take  any  carriage  and  any  servant  that  happened 
to  be  idle,  at  the  risk  of  being  robbed  by  the  one,  or 
having  our  necks  broke  by  the  other. 

The  greatest  objection  to  this  route,  however,  lies 
in  the  severities  of  the  Russian  custom-house,  which, 
troublesome  every  where,  are  on  the  Finland  line  so 
particularly  annoying,  that  some  friends  who  traversed 
it  the  preceding  year  say,  they  would  go  five  hundred 
miles  about  rather  than  be  again  exposed  to  them. 
Carriage,  trunks,  pocket-books,  and  pockets  are 
searched,  not  once  merely  on  landing,  but  over  and 
over  again  at  certain  stations  along  the  road.  One 
had  his  box  of  tooth-powder  carefiilly  emptied  to  see 
what  treason  or  what  contraband  might  lurk  in  its 
dusky  shelter.  Another  had  his  soap-balls  cut  in 
two,  with  the  same  purpose ;  he  next  saw  his  stock- 
ings slowly  unfolded,  pair  after  pair,  and  was  not  sure 
that  some  of  them  did  not  vanish  in  the  process ;  for 
the  searchers  have  a  trick  of  coming  three  or  four 
together,  and,  distracting  their  victim's  attention  by 
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(^lung  several  packages  at  the  same  time,  quietly 
secrete  any  article  that  pleases  them ;  yet,  after  all, 
isk  a  fee  for  having  given  so  little  trouble. 

It  should  be  a  rule  with  the  traveller  in  every 
country,  not  to  allow  more  than  one  of  his  trunks  to 
be  open  at  the  same  moment  in  such  places.  But  with 
the  light-fingered  Russians,  even  this  precaution  will 
not  always  save  his  property.  An  American  gentle- 
man, lately  passing  this  very  road,  with  his  wife, 
while  he  had  his  feet  on  one  portmanteau,  and  was 
sitting  on  the  other  to  keep  them  from  being  all 
opened  at  once,  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  costly 
shawl  walk  oiF  before  his  eyes.  The  best  of  it  was, 
the  theft  was  denied ;  the  search  which  he  attempted 
in  the  adjoining  cottage  among  the  goods  and  chattels 
of  the  officer's  wife,  to  whom  he  supposed  it  had  been 
handed,  was,  of  course,  fruitless.  For  the  sake  of 
fiiture  travellers,  he  afterwards  complained  to  the 
finance  minister,  who  received  him  very  courteously, 
and,  perhaps,  ordered  one  or  two  of  the  parties  to  be 
knouted, — then  appointed  others  in  their  place,  to 
play  the  same  game  on  the  very  first  opportunity. 
These  are  evils  in  Russia  which,  although  civilization 
may  banish  them,  neither  the  knout  nor  the  emperor 
have  yet  been  able  to  root  out. 

In  short,  the  complaints  about  this  Abo  route  are 
80  great,  that,  though  the  country  is  very  pretty,  and 
the  roads  good,  there  are  few  who  know  its  character 
that  would  not  prefer  almost  any  conveyance  by  sea 
all  the  way  to  St.  Petersburg. 
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We,  at  least,  had  no  reason  to  regret  our  choice ; 
an  admission  at  which  some  may  marvel  when  we 
state,  that  the  accommodations  of  the  Johanna 
Sophia  were  not  of  the  most  elegant  description. 
The  cabin — a  sort  of  overgrown  sentry-box  fastened 
to  the  deck — was  something  like  the  poet's  closet — 

—  "just  six  feet  by  four ; 

So  nobly  large,  'twas  scarcely  able 

To  admit  a  single  chair  and  table." 

A  temporary  bed-frame  occupied  the  doorway  on 
one  side,  while  another  displayed  a  brown  box, 
serving  as  a  second  bed  by  night  and  as  a  bench  by 
day. 

Sailors,  however,  are  such  good  hands  at  making 
the  most  of  little  space,  that  this  cage  further  contained 
a  folding-board  to  write  and  dine  upon,  a  cabinet  for 
our  books  and  maps,  and  a  larder  for  indispensables. 
In  fine,  nothing  was  wanting  to  any  one  in  good 
health  and  willing  to  be  pleased. 

The  crew,  as  we  found  on  further  acquaintance, 
was  very  steady  ;  and  our  squat  friend,  the  captain, 
one  of  the  worthiest  souls  that  ever  chewed  tobacco. 
In  his  trips  to  London  and  Leith,  he  had  picked  up 
about  as  much  of  English  as  he  had  acquired  of  Ger- 
man in  his  visits  to  Stettin,  and  from  both  united,  had 
concocted  a  most  amusing  jargon  peculiar  to  himself. 

Having  a  high  regard  for  England,  and  every  thing 
connected  with  it,  he  showed  us  great  attention  from 
the  first ;  and  when  we  got  better  acquainted,  his 
anxiety  to  make  us  comfortable  was  most  affectionate. 
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Travelling  he  held  in  the  greatest  horror.  On 
hearing  that  we  had  been  full  twelve  months  from 
home,  and  might  still  be  absent  as  many  more,  he 
held  up  his  hands  in  wonder,  and  fairly  confessed  that 
he  could  Dot  imagine  what  tempted  people  to  go 
among  strangers,  merely  to  be  pestered  with  diffi- 
culties. In  a  ship,  to  be  sure,  a  person  might  visit 
foreign  countries  without  losing  all  claim  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  man  of  sense  ;  tJiere  the  wanderer  was  in 
a  manner  at  home  all  the  time;  but  on  land  I  he  would 
make  ten  trips  through  the  Bay  of  Biscay  sooner  than 
trust  himself  ten  hours  on  shore.  His  tirades  were 
generally  wound  up  with  an  emphatic :  "  They're 
terrible  fellows,  thim  furraners  I" 

These  warnings,  partly  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
a  Swedish  mechanic  on  board,  going  to  seek  his  for- 
tune in  Russia,  were  given  out  of  pure  love.  He 
seemed  to  look  upon  us  somewhat  in  the  light  of 
children  that  had  run  away  from  home,  without  cal- 
culating the  danger  of  an  unfriendly  world.  If  at 
any  time  we  appeared  to  tire  of  a  ship-life,  or  if  the 
vapours  threatened  us,  which  was  but  seldom,  or  if  the 
Russian  grammar,  which  we  were  trying  to  study, 
was  thrown  aside  in  utter  despair,  there  was  no  end 
to  the  devices  he  employed  to  cheer  us.  When  his 
lessons  in  steering,  boxing  the  compass,  studying  the 
charts,  heaving  the  lead,  hshing  for  turbot,  or  other 
grave  pursuits,  were  all  exhausted,  he  would  put  on 
bis  best  gray  coat,  and  sit  down  with  us  to  ask  ques- 
rions  about  England,  or  spin  a  sailor's  yarn,  squirting 
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out  waves  of  tobacco-juice  at  every  second  sentence. 
Should  all  these  intellectual  methods  fail,  he  tried  to 
rouse  us  with  a  beaker  of  his  best  coffee,  or  some 
savoury  dish,  cooked  under  his  own  eye.  Indeed,  the 
*'  cok  "  being  by  no  means  a  first-rate  professor,  and, 
as  he  said,  there  being  "  no  wummans  on  board  to  do 
things  nice,"  he  generally  bore  a  hand  himself  in 
preparing  our  dinner,  and  brought  it  to  table,  with  the 
joyous  shout,  "  Dinner's  a-cumbing,  jimmlemen  !" 

We  always  knew  by  his  dress  when  a  squall  was 
approaching.  The  moment  the  first  angry  cloud 
appeared,  he  mounted  himself  in  a  pair  of  enormous 
boots,  which  covered  half  his  body,  wrapped  an  omi- 
nous red  comforter  about  his  neck,  donned  a  battered 
scraper,  with  a  tail  down  the  back  as  long  as  the  swab, 
and  took  with  double  fury  to  the  tobacco-pouch.  He 
never  lost  his  temper,  however ;  the  only  theme  that 
could  at  all  ruffle  it  was  that  of  steam-boats — a  sore 
topic  with  most  of  his  profession.  His  remarks  on 
this  subject  were  a  beautifiil  specimen  of  the  sort  of 
reasoning  brought  against  innovations  of  every  kind. 
"  Both  stim-hoats  and  railroads  is  werry  dangerous," 
would  he  say  in  better  English  than  usual.  "  I'm 
for  nun  on  *em  myself.  Only  ten  men  employed 
where  there  were  a  hundred,  and  horrid  nasty.  Near  a 
dozen  of  ships  used  to  go  several  times  every  summer 
to  Lubeck ;  now  one  stim-boat  carries  all  the  goods. 
27iey  took  six  weeks,  and  she  only  ten  days,  out 
and  home.  It'e  quite  a  shame.  My  hands  get 
teen   dollars  (1/.  is.)  a  month,   and  the    stim- 
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/' 


fellows  don't  give  no  more.  They  should  all  be 
burnt.  I  hope  nun  o'  my  men  will  ever  try  such 
nigger  work." 

In  fact,  the  good  Swede  had  a  great  regard  for  his 
crew  ;  and  it  is  much  to  the  credit  of  their  country 
that,  neither  from  them  nor  him,  did  we  hear  an  oath 
or  an  angry  word  all  the  time  we  were  on  board. 

The  regularity  with  which  they  performed  their 
devotions  was  most  exemplary  j  and  the  same  sight 
may  be  witnessed  on  board  of  most  Swedish  ships. 
At  a  certain  hour,  before  setting  the  night-watch, 
they  assembled  together  in  a  small  place  on  deck. 
When  each  had  uncovered,  a  prayer  was  said  by  the 
captain,  and  then  all  united  in  singing  a  psalm  ;  after 
vfaicb  they  separated,  each  going  to  his  post  with 
mutual  blessings.  Those  quiet  sunset-hours  in  the 
Baltic,  hallowed  by  such  a  touching  scene,  will  long 
be  looked  back  to  among  the  most  pleasing  remem- 
brances of  wanderings  in  which  we  have  to  thank 
.  God  for  much  that  is  pleasing.  Generally  the  first 
sound  that  greeted  us  again  in  the  morning  was  the 
voice  of  prayer  renewed.  The  manner  too  in  which 
they  honoured  the  sabbath — so  often  unheeded  at 
sea — was  most  edifying  ;  there  was  something  pious 
even  in  their  way  of  changing  the  watch  in  the 
night,  the  man  at  the  helm  chanting  slowly,  "  Rise 
up  to  change  the  watch^  in  the  name  of  God  I"  and 
if  the  crew  happened  to  be  asleep  when  the  supper- 
hour  came  on,  the  summons  always  ran,  "Turn  out 
to  eat,  in  the  name  of  God." 
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In  such  good  company  did  we  leave  Stockholm ; 
the  weather  continuing  so  calm  that  it  took  us  nearly 
two  days  to  reach  the  sea,  a  distance  of  only  seventy 
miles.  Whatever  breeze  there  was  above,  the  high 
rocks  which  line  the  long  channel  the  whole  way 
from  the  sea  to  the  Swedish  capital,  lulled  its  influ- 
ence so  completely,  that,  in  spite  of  every  effort,  we 
lay  the  whole  of  the  first  day  within  hearing  of  the 
city  murmur.  While  the  boat  was  sent  ahead  with 
a  few  hands  on  the  oars,  for  the  lazy  purpose  of 
tugging  us  on  at  the  rate  of  some  yards  in  two  or 
three  hours,  we  had  no  solace  but  to  look  with  envy 
on  the  happy  people  driving  about  in  the  park,  or  to 
hang  over  the  ship's  side  as  submissively  as  the 
unsuccessful  sportsmen  who  had  rowed  firom  town  to 
pass  the  afternoon  in  fishing  for  strcemlingSf  a 
small  (and  the  only)  kind  of  herring  now  found  in 
the  Baltic ;  in  angling  for  which  no  bait  is  used,  but 
merely  a  sharp  hook,  against  which  the  fish  is  thrown 
by  chance  and  is  caught ;  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
cockney  angler,  who  sits  as  if  boat  and  man  were 
nailed  together,  jerking  his  elbows  and  nodding  his 
head  with  the  monotonous  patience  of  a  Chinese 
figure  in  a  tea-shop. 

Yet  it  was  a  pleasant  dreamy  life,  as  we  lay  gazing 
on  the  smooth  waters,  and  the  fantastic  wooded 
heights  mirrored  back  with  new  beauty  fi*om  the 
crystal  below.  The  varying  city,  of  itself,  long 
formed  a  magnificent  picture,  and  its  chann  was 
heightened  by  the  nearer  objects — ^^the  graceful  ships. 
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Aen  the  evi 


ening 


breeze  at  last  came  forth,  with 


flieir  smls  all  set,  moving  lazily  up  and  down,  and 
across — pleasure-boats — scenes  of  industry,  with  the 
busy  hammer  echoing  back  from  the  cliflfe — and  the 
^ing  calm  of  sunset  beginning  to  rest  upon  all. 

About  16  miles  down  we  passed  Wexholm,  a  kind 
of  dilapidated  fortress,  on  a  small  rock  in  the  middle 
of  the  channel,  where  ships  going  and  coming  show 
their  papers,  and  passengers  their  passports.  On 
the  north  side,  where  the  rocks  recede  a  httle,  is  a 
email  town,  with  abundance  of  windmills  and  distil- 
leries. The  channels  on  either  side  of  the  rock  are 
so  narrow  that  a  boom  can  be  thrown  across  eaco. 
The  place  is  of  little  strength,  but  is  now  under- 
going repair.  The  handful  of  convicts  at  work  were 
probably  the  only  cause  of  newspaper  rumours  which 

Iitad  recently  been  travelling  through  Europe,  an- 
nouncing mighty  preparations  in  the  forts  and  strong 
|3aces  of  Sweden. 
Just  below  this  point,  the  direct  navigation  is  im- 
peded by  the  remains  of  two  men-of-war,  which  were 
Bunk  in  22  feet  of  water,  so  far  back  as  1801,  to  keep 
the  English  from  passing. 

It  is  now  long  since  any  English  ships  of  war 
passed  here  ;  but  to  all  appearance,  the  day  is  not 
for  distant  when  we  may  find  it  wise  to  send  them 
this  way,  unless  we  wish  to  see  a  steady  ally  become 
the  victim  of  an  insatiable  ambition.  Russia,  with 
her  usual  foresight  and  cunning,  under  the  mask  of 
friendship  and  the  interchange  of  courtesies,  beneath 
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which  she  so  well  knows  how  to  conceal  the  most 
inimical  designs,  is  making  herself  well  acquainted 
with  the  approach  to  Stockholm.  A  Russian  brig  of 
war  was  lying  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city  during 
our  stay  there ;  and  on  our  way  down  we  met  one  of 
the  emperor^s  steamers  hastening  up  with  young 
officers  on  board,  sent  thither  with  the  view  of 
making  them  practically  acquainted  with  the  high- 
way which  they  hope  soon  to  traverse  in  a  different 
character. 

Soon  after  passing  the  little  fortress,  the  river  be- 
comes extremely  beautiful,  the  widening  channel  being 
varied  with  verdant  inlets  and  fine  bays,  at  the  bottom 
of  one  of  which,  to  the  south,  rises  the  palace  of 
Fredericksberg — a  large  structure  among  gentle  emi- 
nences  fringed  with  trees.     In  truth,  few  rivers  are 
more  romantic  than  the  noble  approach  to  the  Swedish 
capital.  At  certain  spots  the  channel  is  so  narrow  that 
we  could  touch  the  foliage  drooping  from  the  rocks 
overhead.  From  the  loftiness  and  variety  of  its  shores, 
this  channel  is,  in  point  of  scenery,  far  superior  to  the 
sail  from  Margate  to  London.      But  what  a  contrast 
its  silence  and  loneliness  present  to  the  shouts  and 
bustle  of  the  Thames  I  After  we  had  got  away  from  the 
pleasure-boats  of  the  citizens,  which  with  even  a  mode- 
rate breeze  could  have  been  done  in  twenty  minutes, 
the  inlet  was  oflen  as  silent  as  the  lakes  of  Norway. 
Ships  of  some  kind  or  other,  however,  were  generally 
in  sight ;  now  and  then  a  girl  would  row  up,  in  a  little 
boat,  with  her  milk-pails  glittering  about  her,  bound. 
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quite  alone,  on  a  twenty  mile  voyage  to  market ;  or  a 
btrge  would  appear,  sunk  to  thie  edge  by  thie  tower- 
ing castles  of  firewood  built  on  its  deck.  Sometimes 
t  fishing-boat  would  oflfer  us  her  capture,  or  a  provi- 
sion lugger  would  creep  up  firom  inland,  which  still 
supplies  the  Swedish  capital  with  butter,  cheese, 
poultry,  Salomon,  beef, — in  short,  as  the  captain  said, 
that  fertile  land  exports  **  all  kinds  of  fat  things.** 

These  objects,  however,  presented  themselves 
only  at  distant  intervals.  At  times  not  a  single 
sail  was  in  view ;  and  we  were  often  so  completely 
becalmed,  that  we  had  an  opportunity  of  rowing  in 
the  yawl  to  spots  so  tranquil  and  so  beautifiil,  that, 
while  we  gazed  on  them  in  the  silence  of  the  summer 
night,  it  seemed  as  if  Ariosto's  magic, 

'^  Giace  in  Arabian- 
might,  with  more  than  poetic  justice,  have  been 
transferred-  to  these  hyperborean  solitudes.  At 
other  times,  in  exploring  some  of  the  lonely  islands, 
our  fancies  changed  to  scenes  of  another  character ; 
for  so  lonely  and  beautiful  are  these  wood-crowned 
isles,  so  firesh  and  limpid  their  surrounding  waters, 
that  we  dreamed  ourselves  away  to  the  far  Pacific, 
and  began  to  fancy  that  the  fir-trees  were  palms, 
and  thought  we  should  meet  poor  Friday,  or,  at  least, 
discover  the  print  of  a  man's  foot  in  the  sand — but 
in  vain.  These  islands,  as  well  as  the  greater  part 
of  the  land  on  either  side  of  the  inlet,  are  almost 
entirely  tenantless  and  uncultivated;  so  that  the 
capital,  with  this  long  stretch  of  fruitless  soil  on  one 
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side  of  it,  is  forced  to  draw  most  of  its  supplies  from 
a  distance :  without  Scania  and  Finland,  it  could  not 
stand  out  a  fortnight. 

Pleasant  as  we  had  found  this  inlet,  the  naviga- 
tion  requires  such  caution,  that  we  had  a  pilot  on 
board  all  the  way  to  Sandham^  a  small  cluster  of 
houses  in  the  bay,  which  forms  the  entrance  to  the 
channel.  It  is  surrounded  by  firs,  which  find  but  a 
scanty  subsistence  among  the  sand,  and  can  scarcely 
be  said  to  shelter  the  sad  graves  of  those  who  had 
died  of  cholera  in  the  quarantine.  Here  we  got  a 
new  pilot  to  convey  us  out  to  sea,  were  overhauled 
by  the  custom-house,  and  left  Sweden  with  a  hearty 
breeze,  which  carried  us  gallantly  past  the  mouth  of 
the  Gulf  of  Bothnia. 

On  the  map  the  gulf  looks  very  narrow  ;  in  fact, 
a  short  way  farther  north  it  is  so  contracted,  that 
in  March,  1809»  a  Russian  army,  under  Barclay  de 
Tolly,  crossed  on  the  ice  in  three  days  from  Wasa 
to  Umea  in  Sweden.  But  narrow  as  the  mouth  seems, 
it  is  beset  by  so  many  rugged  provoking  little 
islands,  that  vessels  going  to  Abo  often  have  a  most 
tedious  passage.  Some  English  gentlemen,  who 
hir^  a  vessel  for  this  voyage  in  the  preceding 
October,  were  twelve  days  at  sea,  and  in  such 
dftiiger>  that  they  advise  all  who  come  after  them, 
t^  se^  another  course.  In  winter  the  post  and 
•jtHuneK  (HTOSS  from  island  to  island  on  the  ice  \  but 
.'v«ar  tho6^  who  are  most  accustomed  to  this  task, 
-mifiufr  it  vijry   dangerous  work.      The  ice  being 
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dten  full  of  flaws,  and  large  holes  occurring  where 
least  expected,  they  never  travel  without  a  light 
boat  and  a  band  of  fishermen,  who,  on  reaching  soUd 
ice,  mount  their  pinnace  on  long  skates,  and  drag 
it  to  the  next  opening.  At  one  point  the  coasts  of 
Sireden  and  Russia  are  scarcely  sixty  miles  apart; 
and  there  being  islands  between,  there  is  not,  in  fact* 
more  than  twenty-five  miles  of  water. 

The  group  of  islands  nearest  the  mouth  of  the 
gulf  are  known  by  the  general  name  of  the  Aland 
isles.  As  many  as  eighty  are  said  to  be  more  or 
less  inhabited  by  people,  who  chiefly  subsist  by 
catching  fish  and  sea-birds.  The  largest  island, 
from  which  the  whole  group  is  named,  contains 
1-1,000  inhabitants.  Near  it,  in  1714,  Peter  the 
Great  gained  over  the  Swedes  the  victory  which 
first  made  Russia  known  as  a  naval  power.  Since 
1809  these  islands  have  belonged  to  Russia,  who  finds 
them  of  great  importance  as  a  station  for  some  of 
ber  ships  in  winter ;  the  current  from  the  gulf  being 
•0  stormy,  as  to  keep  a  few  of  the  creeks  free  from 
!iee,  when  the  other  Russian  seas  are  completely 
fiosen. 

But  it  is  time  to  take  leave  of  the  Baltic.  Before 
doing  80,  however,  we  must  mention  a  scene  which 
will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

A  sunrise  at  sea  is  one  of  the  most  impressive 
lightft  in  nature.  The  hour  of  one  had  not  long 
■track.     As  if  expectant  of  some  great  advent,  the 
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waves  had  softened  their  turbulence,  and  the  wind 
was  almost  lulled.  In  the  east  the  sky  was  gradu- 
ally reddening;  but  behind  us  lay  a  gray  uniform 
mass  of  vapours,  whose  gloom  only  heightened  the 
golden  blushes  that  were  every  moment  spreading 
wider  and  wider  in  the  opposite  quarter  of  the 
heavens.  Ere  long,  the  burning  edge — a  single 
narrow  line,  you  would  have  said — just  kissed  the 
waters.  Little  by  little  it  rose, — and  we  gazed 
almost  breathless  on  the  expanding  glow, — ^till  the 
broad  round  orb  hung  over  the  rejoicing  waters,  one 
strong  undimmed  circle  of  intensest  red. 

For  a  moment  he  paused,  as  if  to  survey  the  course 
he  was  to  follow,  then  rolled  on  in  triumph,  to  give 
beauty  and  strength  to  the  nations. 

Silence,  deep  and  reverential,  was  the  fittest  hymn 
with  which  we  could  welcome  the  beneficent  lumi- 
nary ;  words  at  such  a  moment  would  have  been  out 
of  place.  The  complete  tranquillity,  in  the  absence 
of  all  other  objects  to  distract  the  attention,  in- 
creased the  effect  of  a  sight  which,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, would  have  been  most  sublime.  To 
this  at  least  it  is  that  we  attribute  the  deep  impres- 
sion made  by  this  sunrise.  We  have  witnessed  others, 
but  none  with  feelings  of  delighted  awe  equal  to 
those  now  experienced.  Except  the  smooth  steady 
rush  of  the  vessel  through  the  water,  not  a  single 
sound  was  to  be  heard;  while  the  only  thing  in 
sight  was  a  solitary  ship,  in  itself  always  a  beautiful 
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ot^t,  and  now  heightening  rather  than  diminishiDg 
the  effect  of  the  orh  which  had  brought  it  into  light 
on  the  distant  horizon. 

The  last  sunrise  that  we  had  witnessed  was  on  the 
Harz  Mountains ;  the  next  that  we  were  to  enjoy 
was  on  the  Adriatic,  within  sight  of  Venice ;  both 
were  beautiful ;  but  neither  of  them  made  so  strong 
an  impression  as  this  scene  in  the  Baltic.  In  the  one 
instance,  the  witches  of  the  Brocken,  in  the  guise  of 
fijr-haired  German  maidens,  distracted  our  thoughts 
by  their  incantations ;  in  the  other,  the  trampHng 
feet  of  the  wonted  motley  crowd  of  an  Italian  steamer, 
banished  all  idea  of  solitude  — for  it  was  a  December 
morning,  and,  even  on  the  Adriatic,  December  calls 
for  exercise  to  keep  the  blood  in  motion.  At  the 
some  time  a  serious  rival  to  the  struggling  sun  was 
presented  by  the  smoke  and  flames,  in  which  the  poor 
Fenice  was  bidding  a  last  farewell  to  "  the  sea 
Cybele"  it  had  so  long  helped  to  adorn. 

True,  we  might  contrast  this  northern  sunrise  with 
another — one  beheld  from  the  island  of  Capri,  on  the 
roof  of  Tibcrius's  palace — that  giddy  eminence 
where  none  can  have  stood,  at  such  a  moment,  with- 
out trembling,  not  from  fear,  but  from  drunken  joy  ; 
for  lol  the  sun  is  up,  and  far  as  the  eye  can  reach, 
a  thousand  and  a  thousand  glories  are  gleaming 
beneath  the  bright  sky  of  the  Campanian  spring — 


Citron,  or  pine,  or  cedar,  r 
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On  the  clear  wave  some  image  of  delight. 
Some  cabin-roof  glowing  with  crimson  flowers, 
Some  ruin*d  temple  or  fallen  monument." 

What  a  contrast  to  the  unsung,  uninteresting 
shores  along  which  we  were  now  sailing ! 

The  captain's  shout  of  "Landl  Russia!"  soon 
after  the  sun  had  risen,  most  effectually  dispelled 
all  dreams  of  other  lands.  The  first  view  of  Russia 
resembled  any  thing  but  the  coast  to  which  our 
thoughts  were  wandering. 

The  second  morning  from  Sandham  had  brought 
us  in  sight  of  the  large  and  populous  island  of  Dago^ 
which  looks  the  most  perfect  contrast  to  all  that  is 
beautiful. 

We  next  crossed  the  mouth  of  the  deep  gulf  which 
takes  its  name  from  Riga,  the  capital  of  Livonia,  and 
the  second  trading  city  of  Russia.  White  sails 
raised  on  poles  to  warn  ships  off  the  reefs  which  they 
mark,  and  the  many  lighthouses,  as  on  the  island  of 
Norgen  and  others,  show  that  the  navigation  is  very 
dangerous.  It  was  not  till  next  day  that  we  got  a 
sight  of  Revel,  the  capital  of  Esthonia,  with  its 
pointed  towers  high  and  heavy  in  the  distance.  We 
were  now  in  sight  also  of  the  opposite  coast  of  Fin- 
land, formed  of  low  heights,  presenting  a  singular 
variance  with  the  cliff-bound  shores  of  Sweden  and 
Norway.  When  night  fell,  we  had  often  as  many  as 
three  lighthouses  within  view  at  the  same  time. 

The  breeze  which  had  been  deserting  us,  now  re- 
turned, and,  carrying  us  on  all  night  at  the  rate  of 
seven  knots  an  hour,  took  us,  next  morning,  swiftly 
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pist  the  higfi  island  of  Haerland^  widi  derenl  odier 
islands  light  and  left.  Hixsivgfokss  i^  capital 
of  Finland,  and  its  neigliboiiiring  fercreas  Sveabosg, 
''the  Gibraltar  of  die  Xordi,*'  rase^  bnt  scait^ehp 
Ttsible,  on  our  left. 
We  now  pass  to  a  move  eiLciting  scene. 


c« 


CHAPTER  IL 

CRUISE  THROUGH  THE  RUSSIAN  FLEET ^THE  EMPEROR 

AT  SEA. 

Stirprise — First  impression  on  meeting  so  many  ships  of  war — Great 
strength  of  the  Russian  marine — The  emperor  on  board — Anec- 
dotes— ^ITie  sea-sick  courtier — Energy  of  the  emperor — His  general 
character — Beloved  by  the  people — His  anxiety  to  astonish  them— 
Activity  on  land — Exposes  himself  at  sea. 

If  disappointed  of  a  sight  of  the  sea-fortress  of  Fin- 
land, we  were  destined  to  behold  another  and  more 
stirring  exhibition  of  Russia's  strength. 

It  was  about  noon  (18th  of  July),  when  our  atten- 
tion was  drawn  to  a  large  vessel  bearing  down  with 
all  sail  set.  She  proved  to  be  a  ship-of-the-line,  of 
the  largest  dimensions.  Another  soon  appeared — 
another — and  another, 


H 


The  cry  was  still  •  They  come  I* 


till  we  could  reckon   near  fifty  men-of-war,  all  in ' 
view  at  the  same  moment. 

A  more  splendid  scene  it  had  never  been  our  for- 
tune to  witness.  Such  a  number  even  of  small  ves- 
sels would  have  formed  a  beautiful  sight  j  but  the 
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eftct  prodoeed  by  dik  Tst  ansr  of  ^n^^  daqp^  » 
beyond  descripdoa. 

When  the  fiist  fedmgs  of  wmkr  li^  sdbsided. 
ve  rubbed  our  eyes»  and  began  tnaskvimv  mrosiiiU 
have  got  to?  We  were  ix  thc  mnt^  of  tvs 
Baltic  flxe:t  ;  and  if  tnidi  n&st  W  loUL  w«<Bd  not. 
asEnglkhmen,  fedat  aU  gndfiedbr^diesaebi.  We 
had  heard  modi  of  die  increosiner  ssiestsiii  of  ifae 
Russian  naTv,  but  meiehr  heaiing  <^  it  prodoKd  a 
very  feeble  impressicHi  compared  widi  diat  of  acstnaSr 
seeing  this  modem  armada,  in  life  and  modon 
around  us. 

The  fleet  was  now  out  on  its  annual  cniise ;  and 
we  had  come  just  at  the  Im^est  moment,  the  ^lips 
being  all  in  their  highest  trim,  in  expectation  of  ^ 
emperor.  We  gazed  almost  with  chiMfeh  wonder, 
long  after  we  had  thought  that  all  must  have  passed, 
as  frigate  after  frigate  still  continued  to  heave  in 
sight. 

The  only  way  we  had  of  measuring  the  space  occu- 
pied by  the  difierent  divisions  was,  by  referring  to 
the  pins  in  our  log-board,  by  which  it  appeared  that, 
from  noon,  when  we  came  upon  the  first  of  them,  tiU 
past  six  in  the  evening,  when  we  were  still  meeting 
ships,  we  had  been  going  regularly  five-and-a-half 
knots  an  hour  ;  so  that  the  whole  line  must  have 
extended  considerably  above  thirty  miles.  Nor  was 
this  all :  a  great  many  passed  us  in  the  night — at  one 
tune  fourteen  of  them  together ;  they  were  repeatedly 
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80  thick,  ships  of  all  sizes,  that  our  captain  could 
scarcely  make  his  way  through  them. 

In  short,  we  thought  the  gay  pageant  would 
stretch  till  our  very  hearts  should  break  for  vexation. 

It  is  not,  however,  as  alarmists  that  we  write,  but 
simply  to  give  information — to  communicate  what  we 
saw  and  heard  of  the  Russian  fleet,  widi  the  view  of 
helping  as  far  as  we  can,  along  with  more  able  autho- 
rities, to  enlighten  the  public  regarding  the  real  con- 
dition of  the  emperor^s  navy.  For  this  purpose,  some 
facts  connected  with  this  fleet,  and  the  state  of  the 
Russian  marine  in  general,  will  be  given  in 
another  part  of  the  volume  under  a  distinct 
head.  At  present,  it  may  suffice  to  state  that, 
for  a  time  our  attention  was  completely  absorbed 
by  the  exciting  spectacle.  Such  a  splendid  sight 
we  never  expect  to  see  again.  The  day  was 
most  beautiful ;  every  ship  had  her  sails  set,  and 
ploughed  the  waters  with  the  grace  of  some  stately 
bird  that  scarcely  ruffles  her  native  lake.  The  fine 
breeze  kept  all  in  motion.  Signals  for  changing 
position  were  rapidly  passing  from  one  end  of  the 
line  to  the  other :  new  groups,  the  most  varied  and 
most  beautiful,  were  thus  every  moment  presenting 
themselves. 

A  little  more  of  storm — something  of  danger — 
black  hurrying  gloom  in  place  of  that  sunny  sky — 
and  it  would  have  been  a  scene  for  a  Vemet.  Night 
at  last  closed  upon  it,  and  drove  us  to  rest— to  rest. 
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but  not  to  sleep.  For  the  breeze  had  freshened  and, 
the  whole  night  long,  there  was  nothing  but  shout 
and  tumult,  from  the  danger  of  being  run  foul  of  by 
some  of  the  still  increasing  concourse. 

At  last,  the  emperor  himself  passed  us  in  a  fine 
steamer.  He  was  on  his  way  down  to  superintend 
the  manoeuvres  which  were  to  take  place  before  a 
great  proportion  of  the  fleet  should  return  to  port  for 
the  season.  The  morning  was  rough,  and,  for  a 
landsman,  sufficiently  disagreeable. 

Many  on  board  with  his  majesty  were  dreadfully 
ilL  Among  the  anecdotes  afterwards  whispered 
about,  was  one  of  some  member  of  the  imperial  party 
— a  minister  or  other  high  functionary — on  whom 
the  sea-sickness  had  such  an  extraordinary  effect, 
that  for  a  time  he  was  literally  mad  I  In  madness, 
as  in  another  state  of  forgetfulness,  truth  will  some 
times  come  out.  Amid  his  ravings,  he  upbraided  his 
imperial  master  iu  the  most  unmeasured  terms — 
heaped  all  kinds  of  abuse  upon  him,  and  brought  all 
kinds  of  charges  against  him.  In  short,  the  royal 
cabin  was  a  scene  of  confusion  and  dismay ;  every 
body  was  confounded;  such  uncourtly  indiscretion 
even  in  a  court  madman,  had  never  before  been 
heard  of.  Nicholas  himself — the  Russians  never 
speak  of  him  as  the  Emperor,  but  always  by  his 
christian  name,  with  the  Russian  addition  of  his 
father's — Nicholas  Paulovitch  himself  was  probably 
the  least  moved  of  all ;  but  the  story  goes  that — 
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whether  as  part  of  his  fit,  or  from  terror  on  discover- 
ing his  rashness,  we  know  not — the  poor  oflfender  at 
last  threatened  to  kill  himself,  and  could  only  be 
kept  by  violence  from  accomplishing  his  purpose. 

But,  let  winds,  or  courtiers  who  were  never  at  the 
mercy  of  the  winds  before,  rave  as  they  might,  the 
emperor  was  not  to  be  kept  at  home.  For,  in  order 
to  introduce  the  reader  to  some  knowledge  of  his 
character,  and  as  a  key  to  the  remarks  which  vdll  be 
made  in  succeeding  chapters,  it  may  be  stated  at 
this  early  stage  of  our  excursions  that,  on  land,  it  is 
part  of  his  policy  to  surprise  the  people  by  encoun- 
tering difficulties  of  every  kind;  flying  here  and 
flying  there,  in  the  face  of  danger ;  accomplishing 
journeys  and  doing  all  kinds  of  things  that  nobody 
else  would  do.  The  peasant  holds  up  his  hands  at 
the  narrative — **  Eto  strannoj  It  is  strange  !  Nicholas 
is  a  wonder ! " 

And  Nicholas  knows  well  what  he  is  about.  By 
his  activity  and  energy  he  has  brought  the  people  to 
look  upon  him  as  a  god.  His  very  name  strikes 
them  with  awe — not  with  terror ;  for  let  the  admission 
from  an  Englishman  be  viewed  in  England  with  what 
prejudice  it  may,  here,  on  the  very  threshold  of  his 
dominions,  we  think  it  but  candid  to  declare,  as  the 
result  of  our  intercourse  with  Russians,  that  the 
feelings  with  which  he  is  regarded,  we  do  not  say  by 
all,  but  by  the  many,  are  those  of  warm  aflection. 
In  plain  terms,  the  emperor  is  most  enthusias- 
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TICALLY     BELOVED     BY     THE     GREAT     MASS    OF   THE 

PEOPLE.  From  the  freedom  of  the  strictures  which 
we  shall  hereafter  make,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  are 
not  among  the  flatterers  of  the  autocrat.  We  neither 
court  his  smiles,  nor  fear  his  frowns — have  neither 
favours  to  thank  him  for,  nor  favours  to  ask  at  his  hand. 
No  suspicion,  therefore,  can  be  attached  to  the  ad- 
mission of  his  popularity  now  recorded,  nor  to  this 
further  one,  that  the  idea  of  there  being  any  difficulty 
so  great  that  it  shall  not  disappear  before  him,  is  as 
distant  from  the  minds  of  his  people  as  the  thought 
that  the  snows  of  winter  should  not  vanish  before  the 
heat  of  summer. 

The  advantages  which  this  admiration  gives  him 
in  accomplishing  his  measures,  and  in  keeping  down 
the  most  distant  attempt  at  revolt,  are  incalculably 
great.  But  having  exhausted  all  the  themes  of  wonder 
that  land-adventures  could  furnish,  his  majesty  is  now 
seeking  to  prolong  the  illusion  by  similar  doings  at  sea. 
He  would  have  visited  the  fleet  even  had  the  weather 
been  fine ;  indeed,  he  spends  part  of  every  summer 
on  the  Baltic  ;  but  to  join  it  in  the  face  of  what,  with 
Russians,  would  pass  for  a  serious  storm,  he  knew 
would  cause  a  sensation — give  iclat  to  the  ma- 
noeuvres— which  is  precisely  the  effect  he  aims  at  in 
all  he  does* 

To  surprise — to  impress  with  an  idea  of  his  intre- 
pidity, coolness,  and  decision — is  what  he  lives  for. 
He  has  taken  another  emperor,  who  long  filled  the  eye 
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of  £iin^)e»  for  bis  model  in  this,  as  in  some  other 
things.  **  The  end  is  not  yet"  Will  there  be  any 
resemblance  in  their  dodng  jcstinies  ? 

Nicholas  has  a  strange  luck  of  being  caught  in 
storms :  he  never  comes  to  sea  without  raising  a  riot. 
No  state  of  the  elements  ever  daunts  him ;  and  the 
Russians  say,  that  no  degree  of  labour  firom  exposure 
in  this  or  any  other  way  can  kill  him.  As  yet  he  has 
shown  no  tendency  to  disease  of  auy  kind :  his  iron 
frame  looks  as  if  nothing  could  wear  it  out.  He  has 
never  been  known  to  complain  of  fatigue.  In  reviewing 
the  fleet  at  this  time  he  was  eleven  hours  on  his  legs ; 
yet,  at  the  close  he  looked  as  fresh  as  if  he  had  just 
risen  from  breakfast.  Instead  of  hastening  to  repose 
at  the  palace,  when  the  siu-vey  was  over,  he  landed  in 
Cronstadt  to  transact  business.  Among  the  first 
sights  that  greeted  us,  when  permitted  to  go  ashore 
there,  was  his  imperial  majesty,  in  his  inseparable 
white  cap,  flying  through  the  streets;  with  true 
Russian  fury  he  had  thrown  himself  into  the  nearest 
droschky,  and  was  ofl*  to  the  admiralty. 

As  already  hinted,  however,  the  reflections  sug- 
gested  by  the  overwhelming  display  of  Russian 
strength,  which  we  witnessed  in  the  Baltic,  will  be 
more  appropriately  given  in  a  subsequent  chapter 

**  ON   THE   NAVAL   PROJECTS  OF    THE    EMPEROR,"    in 

which  we   shall  also  state  the  full  strength  of  his 

marine,  and  give  some  account  of  the  Russian  sailor. 

Meantime,  let  us  visit  together  the  much-famed 
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Cronstadt,  the  great  bulwark  of  Russia,  and  the  nur- 
sery of  her  navy.  As  English  sailors  and  English 
ships  may  before  long  have  an  errand  to  its  walls,  we 
shall  give  a  pretty  full  account  of  this  most  interest- 
ing place. 


CHAPTER  HI. 

CRONSTADT,  ITS  FORTIFICATIONS  AND  COMMERCE. 

Unkind  reception  of  strangers — Duke  of  Wellington  in  Russia — 
Castles — Military  and  commercial  harbours — Trade  and  way  of 
doing  business — Heavy  duties  on  British  goods— First  specimens 
of  Russian  manners —  Beards  —  Sheepskins — Paying  of  wages- 
Great  number  of  English — Tlie  man  of  languages — Ships  detained 
by  the  ice — Remissness  of  the  governor  —  Drunkenness — Few 
women — Handsome  public  buildings — Lamps  of  theVirgin — Super- 
stition of  the  Greek  Church. 

When  we  parted  company  with  the  reader,  we 
were  gallantly  fighting  our  way  past  the  latest  strag- 
glers of  the  fleet,  and  the  imperial  steam-boat  itself. 

On  escaping  these  formidable  opponents  we  hoped 
to  gain  shelter  from  them,  and  the  rising  storm,  in 
the  harbour  of  Cronstadt ;  but  this  was  contrary  to 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  our  mighty  adversary,  the 
Emperor  and  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias.  Think 
only  of  our  hard  fate  1  After  wasting  so  much  good 
admiration  on  his  fleet,  he  condemned  us  to  lie 
nearly  three  days  in  front  of  that  iron-girt  place, 
bouncing  up  and  down  in  our  poor  bark,  at  the 
mercy  of  a  strong  north-wester,  which  had  wellnigh 
swamped  some  of  his  best  seventy-fours !  Here  we 
lay,  in  danger  of  drifting  from  our  anchor  every 
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minute,  without  permission  to  put  a  foot  on  shon 
literally  prisoners^  closely  guarded  by  a  savage  who 
was  sent  to  take  care  of  the  cargo,  and  seemed  to 
regard  us  as  part  of  it. 

Before  entering,  however,  on  the  narrative  of  our 
grievances,  let  us  form  some  acquaintance  with  the 
place  where  they  occurred. 

From  the  length  of  time  which  the  custom-house 
people  compelled  us  to  spend  in  our  deUghtful  posi- 
tion, and  from  the  opportunities  we  afterwards  had, 
when  permitted  to  land,  the  Russians  seemed  deter- 
mined that  we  should  become  fully  acquainted  with 
the  strength  of  the  fortress ; — ^in  this  treating  us  with 
more  regard  than  was  paid  even  to  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  when  in  their  country.  The  story  goes 
that  the  emperor  showed  the  duke  all  that  he 
thought  it  safe  to  exhibit,  accompanying  him  every 
where  in  person,  and  loading  him  with  attentions, 
beyond  what  were  ever  shown  even  to  royal  visiters. 
But  he  wisely  paid  him  the  compliment  not  to 
thaw  him  Cronstadt — knowing  well  that  the  time 
may  come,  when  the  acquaintance  which  the  duke's 
quick  eye  would  have  formed  with  its  position  and 
defences,  would  be  far  from  convenient  for  Russia. 

Cronstadt — at  once  the  Portsmouth  and  the 
Liverpool  of  Russia — her  chief  naval  station,  and 
most  thriving  trading-port,  all  in  one — stands  on  a 
naked,  sandy  island,  about  five  miles  long  and  one 
broad,  in  the  middle  of  the  narrowing  gulf  of  Fin- 
hod,  some  20  miles  from  St.  Petersburg,  five  or  six 
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from  the  rising  shores  of  Istria  on  the  south,  and  the 
same  distance  from  the  flatter  coast  of  Carelia  on 
the  north.  Both  channels  are  of  equal  depth ;  but 
that  on  the  south  is  preferable.  The  island  is  so 
perfectly  level  that  no  ground  is  seen  in  approaching 
it :  it  looks  a  vast  fortress  rising  on  piles,  rather  than 
a  town  on  solid  ground. 

So  strongly  is  it  defended  by  every  device  which 
skill  can  suggest,  that  many  look  upon  it  as  impreg- 
nable. One  part  of  its  strength  lies  in  the  shallow- 
ness of  the  gulf  about  it :  except  on  one  small  line, 
there  is  not  more  than  eight  feet  of  water  all  round 
it.  Ships  can  approach  only  through  a  narrow 
winding  channel,  with  24  and  28  feet  of  water,  along 
which  stand  several  fortifications  of  immense 
strength— each  as  formidable  as  the  more  celebrated 
one  off*  Copenhagen — and  so  placed,  that  no  enemy 
could  pass  without  being  demolished  by  their  united 
fire.  First  comes  the  Citadel^  of  great  strength, 
close  by  the  passage  which  all  ships  must  take; 
then  follow  the  frowning  batteries  on  the  Riesbank 
rock ;  and  lastly,  stronger  than  all,  the  Castle  of 
Gronschlottj  a  polygon  with  double  batteries.  In 
addition  to  all  these,  a  new  one  is  in  progress,  a 
shortway  to  the  north-west,  founded  on  piles.  This 
will  prevent  any  attempt  to  pass  up  between  the 
island  and  the  shore. 

The  navigable  channel  is  marked  by  buoys,  which 
must  be  sought  for  the  more  cautiously  as  no  pilot 
is  allowed.    But  for  the  good  eyes  of  one  of  his  pas- 
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sengers,  our  poor  captain,  who  had  only  been  once 
here  before,  and  who  was  sadly  terrified  by  the  gale, 
now  blowing  very  hard,  would  have  certainly  run  us 
aground, — being  unable  to  discover  the  many  little 
flags  through  the  spray.  At  last,  however,  we  got 
fairly  opposite  the  Mole,  from  which  guns  were 
gaping  upon  us  as  thick  as  the  cells  of  a  honeycomb. 
We  have  seen  nothing  to  compare  with  the  grim 
bulwark  that  now  frowned  over  us. 

Indeed,  whether  viewed  in  detail,  or  as  a  whole, 
Cronstadt  is  every  way  worthy  to  be  the  outpost  of 
the  largest  empire  in  Europe.  There  is  nothing  mean 
or  disappointing  about  it,  as  is  often  the  case  with  the 
first  places  seen  in  approaching  a  new  country.  It 
speaks  boldly  out  —  an  unblushing  fi*ontispiece  to 
tales  of  war  and  despotism.  The  remarkable  effect 
which  it  produced  upon  us,  was  doubtless  heightened 
by  the  animated  view  through  which  we  had  to 
pass  in  reaching  it.  First,  as  day  dawned,  we  had 
part  of  the  fleet  hovering  about  us.  Then,  when 
morning  advanced,  we  were  surrounded  by  hundreds 
on  hundreds  of  merchant  ships,  belonging  to  every 
nation  of  Europe,  and  all  with  their  colours  flying  in 
honour  of  the  occasion — French,  Dutch,  Greek,  Sar- 
dinian, American,  and,  more  numerous  than  all, 
English — crossing  and  re-crossing  in  the  most  beau- 
tiful disorder. 

But  though  this  pageantry  greatly  added  to  the 
effect  of  our  first  view,  Cronstadt  must,  under  any 
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circumstances,  form  one  of  the  most  imposing  sights 
in  the  world. 

If  the  truth  must  be  told*  we  felt  far  from  comfort- 
able while  running  the  terrible  gauntlet  of  the  for- 
tresses. But  there  was  no  help  for  us.  It  was 
impossible  to  anchor  till  we  had  passed  Cronschlott, 
which  fronts  the  mouth  of  the  mercantile  harbour, 
and  is  separated  from  it  by  a  deep  roadstead,  2000 
paces  wide. 

When  at  last  we  were  permitted  to  lay-to,  which 
was  immediately  off  the  military  harbour,  we  were 
surrounded  by  steamers,  barges,  Ughters,  and  half-sunk 
luggers.  We  all  day  kept  straining  our  eyes  and  our 
necks  to  get  a  glimpse  over  the  mole,  but  were  able 
to  see  nothing  except  the  crowds  of  masts  lying  snugly 
within,  as  dense  and  naked  as  a  wintry  forest. 

The  bristling  wall  above  us,  surmounted  by  300 
cannon  of  the  largest  size,  forms  a  triangle  round  the 
whole  of  the  town  and  its  bastions ;  and  is  so  high 
that  though  the  place  contains  40,000  inhabitants,  not 
a  creature  was  visible ;  the  tops  only  of  the  highest 
houses  can  be  seen  from  without.  The  two  harbours 
of  the  fleet  contained  only  one  ship  ;  but  in  a  few 
days  both  were  to  be  again  crammed  with  their  bulky 
tenants,  now  sporting  on  the  Baltic.  Behind  them 
lie  the  slips  and  powder-magazine,  with  manufac- 
tories of  pitch  and  tar.  The  admiralty  buildings, 
canals,  and  docks  for  repairing  and  building  ships ;  the 
foundery,  furnishing  1200  tons  of  bombs  and  balls 
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every  year,  storehouses  to  which  the  ships  of  war  can 
come  close  when  loading,  rope-works,  boat-houses, 
&c.,  are  all  arranged  on  the  most  modem  and  im- 
proyed  principles. 

The  great  harbour  can  accommodate  with  ease 
thirty-five  of  the  largest  ships  in  the  navy,  besides 
their  transports,  &c.  The  second  is  intended  chiefly 
for  vessels  under  repair,  but  is  also  used  as  a  winter 
harbour.  Both  communicate  with  another  vast  basin, 
known  as  the  Italian  lake.  In  all  of  these,  ships  are 
admirably  protected  from  sea  and  storm ;  but,  owing  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  Neva,  there  is  one  disadvantage, 
from  which  nothing  can  protect  them — the  freshness 
of  the  water — which  destroys  the  ships  with  incredible 
rapidity.  The  thirdj  or  commercial  harbour,  lies  to 
the  north-west,  close  beside  the  others.  It  is  de- 
fended by  a  rampart  of  beautiful  granite,  which  is 
planted  with  cannon  at  every  second  step,  and  forms 
the  favourite  promenade  of  the  citizens, — the  view 
seaward,  being  very  fine,  and  that  towards  the 
town  not  less  interesting.  This  capacious  basin — 
in  which  one  thousand  ships  can  be  accommo- 
dated with  ease — was  crowded  to  excess  at  the  time 
of  our  visit,  and  presented  one  of  the  most  singular 
sights  we  have  ever  seen.  All  large  ships  en- 
gaged in  the  St.  Petersburg  trade  unload  their 
cargoes,  to  be  transmitted  by  smaller  vessels ;  the 
gulf  above  this  being  so  shallow  that  no  ship  drawing 
more  than  nine  feet  can  reach  the  capital.  Here 
also  their  home  cargoes  are  taken  in. 

roL.  I.  D 
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For  some  years  there  has  been  no  material  varia- 
tion in  the  amount  of  business  done  here.  The  present 
state  of  its  trade  is  shown  by  a  document  in  the 
official  journal  of  the  Russian  government,  the  Oa- 
zette  de  St.  Petershourg ;  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  number  of  ships  which  entered  the  port  from  the 
opening  of  the  navigation  to  the  5th  of  November  of 
the  current  year  (1838),  was  1343,  and  the  number 
which  left  within  the  same  period  1 280. 

We  were  never  so  forcibly  struck  with  the  value  of 
her  commerce  to  Russia,  as  when  reminded  that  very 
few  of  the  ships  around  us  had  brought  cargoes  with 
them ;  that  is,  Russia  has  articles  to  export  which  all 
the  nations  of  the  world  require,  and  send  fleets  of 
their  ships  to  fetch ;  but  so  little  does  she  need  from 
others,  that  a  few  of  her  own  vessels  can  supply  her 
wants  at  very  small  expense.  In  fact,  so  immensely 
does  the  bulk,  at  least,  of  her  exports  surpass  that  of 
lier  imports,  that  most  ships  come  in  ballast.  Some 
English  masters  may  take  a  cargo  to  Copenhagen, 
and  then  come  up  here  empty,  for  a  freight  home ; 
but  the  duties  on  most  kinds  of  English  goods  are  so 
unreasonable  that  a  shipment  seldom  pays :  the  tariff 
indeed,  often  operates  as  an  absolute  prohibition. 
.  Consignments  from  abroad  are  nearly  all  made  to 
luHues  in  St.  Petersburg ;  Cronstadt  is  a  mere  ship- 
fong  station,  not  the  place  of  business  itself.  The 
merchants  of  the  capital  either  send  down  their  clerks 
iptend  the  loading  and  despatch  of  their  ves- 
)  in  constant  communication  with  houses 
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here  who  manage  this  kind  of  business.  The  iron 
(which  is  the  worst  freight  a  vessel  gets),  flax  (the 
best,  because  it  packs  well),  pitch,  tallow,  hides,  and 
all  the  other  articles  of  Russian  export,  are  brought 
from  the  capital  in  large  open  lighters,  like  our  herring- 
boats,  which  have  once  been  white.  These  have  two 
singular  cross  sails,  and  are  managed  by  two  or  more 
men,  who  were  the  first  specimens  we  beheld  of  the 
genuine  unsophisticated  Russ. 

Almost  every  person  we  saw  was  clad  in  sheep- 
skins, made  into  a  kind  of  short  tight  surtout,  the 
wool  turned  in,  and  the  leathery  side,  intended  to  be 
white,  shining  on  the  outside,  black  and  filthy  as  the 
tngainly  persons  of  their  wearers.  Every  labourer 
has  a  beard  flowing  rough  and  grisly  on  his  bosom. 
Knowing  that  these  appendages  are  subjects  of  asto- 
nishment to  strangers,  they  never  pass  an  English  ship 
without  some  drollery, — such  as  bleating  in  long  and 
helpless  tones  like  a  goat,  with  which  the  beard  gives 
them  title  to  claim  kindred.  In  fact,  the  Russian 
peasants  are  excellent  mimics,  and  in  every  way  very 
meny,  contented  fellows.  You  never  see  them  row- 
ing home  at  night  without  a  song,  if  alone,  or  hearty 
shouts  of  laughter,  if  there  be  two.  They  trim  their 
ragged  sails  with  great  dexterity,  and  if  the  yard-arm 
become  unruly,  and  dash  them  into  the  sea,  they 
clamber  in  again,  and  shake  themselves  with  all  the 
unconcern  and  something  of  the  grace  of  Newfound- 
land dogs ;  then  set  to  work  anew,  as  gay  as  if  nothing 
had  happened. 

d3 
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There  is  a  curious  scene  at  nigfat  on  the  quay  be- 
hind the  harbour,  when  all  the  labourers  are  mustered 
on  leaving  the  ships  where  they  have  been  employed 
during  the  day.  Such  an  appearance  of  hairy,  or,  if 
it  please  you  better,  woolly  gentlemen,  we  defy  the 
world  to  match.  Here  are  red  beards  enough  to  make 
cables  for  the  fleet. 

The  whole  of  these  men  are  registered  by  the 
police,  and,  in  order  to  prevent  robberies,  are  as- 
sembled for  inspection  when  work  is  over.  On  inquir- 
ing about  their  wages,  we  were  told  that  each  gets 
8^.  a-day.  We  thought  them  well  paid  for  a  cheap 
country :  but  we  forgot  where  we  were — ^in  Russia 
the  poor  man's  wages  are  not  his  own.  If  he  be  in 
the  country,  the  nobleman  on  whose  estate  he  lives, 
claims  part  of  his  earnings ;  nay,  if  he  go  away  to 
work  in  summer,  the  law  binds  him  to  come  back 
with  part  of  his  gain  in  winter ;  and  here  in  the  sea- 
port, government  steps  in  and  takes  from  each  honest 
creature  the  lion's  share  of  his  earnings :  sixpence  is 
deducted  each  day  from  every  man  1 

The  quarter  of  the  town  near  the  landing-place  is 
completely  English.  In  some  parts  of  the  harbour 
you  have  been  passing  nothing  but  English  ships  j 
and  now,  under  the  arcades,  you  meet  none  but 
English  captains.  All  the  dialects  from  Falmouth  to 
Aberdeen,  may  be  heard  in  this  inelegant  lounge  j 
where  "English  porter,"  "good  butcher-meat/' 
"  ship-biscuit,''  "  leather,"  "  ropes,"  "  candles,"  and 
other  British  attractions,  are  painted  at  every  door. 
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In  shorty  for  a  few  months  in  summer,  the  place  is 
another  Wapping.  One  of  the  best  known  frequenters 
of  the  piazza  is  a  kind  of  walking  Polyglott.  He  is 
a  native  of  Holland,  and  having  been  in  Java,  speaks 
some  of  the  Eastern  tongues  as  well  as  most  of  the 
European  ones.  We  heard  at  least  eleven  languages 
enumerated  among  the  acquirements  of  this  useful 
ally  of  the  ship-captains. 

There  is  no  good  hotel  in  the  town^  nor  even  a 
tavern  of  any  great  pretensions ;  but  of  dram-shops 
with  *'  British  spirits,"  there  is  great  abundance. 

The  harbours  are  generally  shut  up  with  ice  before 
the  end  of  November ;  sometimes  earlier ;  and  are 
seldom  open  before  the  end  of  April,  or  even  the 
12th  of  May.  The  change  in  winter  is  singular :  not 
a  foreigner  is  to  be  seen — ^fountains,  and  harbours, 
and  sea  for  miles  on  miles  around,  are  as  solid  as 
the  land-— every  ship  and  boat  is  as  motionless  as  the 
ramparts,  and  not  a  step  is  to  be  heard  in  the  streets. 
In  short,  so  wide  a  contrast  is  seldom  to  be  found 
elsewhere.  The  population  at  that  season  is  dimi« 
niahed  by  at  least  15,000 ;  the  nobility,  and  many 
of  the  labourers  going  to  St.  Petersburg.  The 
winter  of  18S5-6,  however,  was  an  exception.  The 
fSrost  set  in  so  early— ^nearly  as  soon  as  in  the  famous 
1813 — that  forty  English  ships  were  detained  the 
whole  season.  This  was  no  slight  disappointment 
and  loss  to  the  owners.  They  were  all  fiill  loaded : 
another  night  would  have  saved  them,  but  the  tyrant 
relentless ;  his  icy  grasp  bound  them  too  fast  for 
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eneape.  IVj  iiarie  »i  amnwipr  d»  get  oat.  AC  finC 
ikprMuedtobe  seoaribi,  »  breeK  Ind  sprang  up, 
mA  tbejr  were  ■akine  c^Kxr  www  br  cattb^  the  ioe. 
Verjihaie  mure  wnmd  hxw^  fi«d  tfaoi ;  but  it  was 
too  late.  Dificokies  umitipfied  as  tlmr  adranoed. 
The  wind  and  hvjw  fiwight  agaEnst  thai  widi  a  fiuy 
ksowo  flolf  in  die  Bahxe :  they  had  no  choice  bat 
to  fetnm  or  peii^i. 

FordnannnoosdetentioOv  gwei iment  is  not  with* 
ootbiame.  Had  more  labourers  been  granted  to  dear 
the  cbamiely  not  a  ship  woaU  hare  been  kept  bacL 
It  cannot  be  sapposed  diat  the  local  anthoiities  were 
tempted  by  the  proqwct  of  so  rich  a  spoQ  as  woold 
be  gained  to  the  fdace,  by  caging  such  a  namaroos 
fleet  for  six  or  seren  months.  But  the  gorernor 
is  diargeaUe  at  least  with  indecision.  The  Sm^  is 
mentioned  as  one  whidi  throws  some  Hgfat  on  the 
^  system^  in  Russia.  Several  £aital  accidents  had  hap- 
pened among  the  labourers ;  for  whose  lives  the  gover- 
nor was  responsible  to  the  emperor.  K  more  deaths 
ocenrred^  he  might  be  caDed  to  account  by  a  stem 
master ;  but  to  the  merchants  he  had  no  account  to 
make.  In  Russia,  no  man  knows  when  he  is  doing 
light,  or  when  he  is  doing  wrong ;  nor  does  be 
know  the  extent  of  the  punishment  he  may  be  incur- 
ring. It  was  better  in  this  instance  to  keep  himself 
safe,  and  let  the  blame  fall  on  agents  whom  the 
emperor  cannot  punish — ^the  elements. 

^  H  however,  have  been  where  it  might, 

mers  and  merchants,   both  in  St 
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Petenborg  and  at  home,  were  heavy  losers  by  thei 
detention ;  not  only  from  the  extent  of  capital  thus 
locked  op,  but  from  the  unforeseen  expense  of  the 
crews,  which  were  more  than  sufficient  to  run  away 
with  any  profits  that  might  afterwards  be  realized 
frcMn  the  cargoes.  When  vessels  come  out,  intended 
to  remain  all  winter,  the  crews  are  put  on  half-wages. 
In  such  a  case  as  this^  when  no  bargain  could  have 
been  made,  they  continue  to  draw  their  full  allow- 
ance. 

With  so  many  foreign  sailors  amongst  them,  the 
population  of  the  place  does  not,  of  course,  present 
such  an  exclusively  Russian  aspect,  as  that  of  towns 
in  the  interior.  The  first  walk  in  it,  however,  af- 
forded us  many  strange  sights.  Two  facts  struck 
us  most  forcibly.  One  was  the  unhappy  propen- 
sity of  the  people  to  drinking ;  many  were  to  be 
seen  staggering,  blind,  helpless,  rolling  in  the  mud, 
in  a  state  of  the  most  brutal  intoxication.  The  other 
national  trait  which  most  forced  itself  upon  us,  during 
our  first  survey,  was  the  practice  of  secluding  their 
women :  we  scarcely  saw  a  female  in  the  whole  place. 
Throughout  all  parts  of  Russia,  except  in  St  Peters- 
burg and  Moscow,  ten  men  may  always  be  seen  for 
one  female.  They  are  guarded  with  oriental  jealousy. 
None  but  the  very  old  or  the  very  young  are  allowed 
to  gad  abroad.  In  Sweden  and  Norway  the  tra- 
veller finds  none  but  women  to  attend  him  at  the 
inns ;  in  Russia,  he  finds  none  but  men. 
Tlie  houses  and  general  arrangement  are  precisely 
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like  those  of  all  the  towns  seen  from  first  to  last  m 
Russia ; — broad,  silent  streets,  straight  as  an  arrow- 
line— buildings,  stiff  and  formal;  the  government 
ones  of  immense  extent,  of  regular,  and  generally 
handsome  architecture,  and  withoutside  as  within, 
kept  in  the  highest  order. 

In  fact,  the  order  and  efficiency  of  every  thing 
with   which  government  is  concerned,  strikes  the 
stranger  from  the  first  to  the  last  step  he  takes  in 
Russia.     Nothing  has  the  look  of  age  ;  nothing  be- 
trays the  sloven.      All  appears  as  fresh  and  strong 
as  if  newly  finished.     Not  a  speck  of  dust  is  to  be 
seen  any  where  ; — ^from  the  smart  green  swallow-tails 
and  well-finished  uniform  buttons  of  the  clerks,  to  the 
good  carpets  of  the  handsome  rooms  in  which  they 
write,  and  the  very  mats  at  the  door,  all  is  faultlessly 
neat.    The  motto  of  the  Russian  government  would 
appear  to  be  "  Order,  Decency."  If  not  able  to  reform 
the  private  manners  of  the  lower  classes — to  clean 
out  the  dens  of  filth  in  which  whole  families  are 
stewed  up, — their  rulers  say,  "  Let  us  at  least  have 
some  order  in  all'  that  is  public.     Let  us  first  give  a 
good  example  ourselves,  where  we  can  enforce  it. 
In  evil,  example  is  contagious,  and  why  should  it  not 
sometimes  be  so  in  good?    If  the  lesson  be  not 
tacitly  adopted,  having  reformed  ourselves  a  little, 
we  may,  by-and-by,  with  better  grace  compel  the 
people   to   do   something    towards  reforming  their 
habits.'* 

The  glittering    lamp   suspended   by  its    gilded 
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cbaiiis,  before  a  picture  of  the  Virgin,  in  the  corner 
of  all  public  rooms,  and  in  some  private  ones,  re- 
minded us  that  we  were  among  the  votaries  of  a 
new  religion — ^new  at  least  to  us.  This  practice  is 
oniversal  in  the  Greek  church,  whose  sway,  it  now 
for  the  first  time  struck  us,  is  one  of  the  widest  ever 
exercised  by  any  church.  The  little  lamp  which 
we  here  first  beheld,  under  the  pole  as  it  were,  we 
found  almost  daily  throughout  months  of  constant 
travel — in  the  endless  plains  of  Russia — among  the 
Greeks  in  Turkey  and  Asia — and  finally  in  the  fair 
Greece  itself. 

The  last  time  we  remember  it  was  in  our  small 
chamber  beneath  the  hoary  rocks  of  Delphi.  As  it 
glimmered  pale  above  us,  through  broken  slumbers, 
we  at  one  time  fancied  it  the  sacred  flame  that  night 
and  day  was  fed  in  the  temple  of  the  oracle^-our 
dreams  were  in  the  sunny  and  classic  isles  of  the 
Egean  which  we  had  left.  At  another,  it  seemed 
the  taper  of  some  forlorn  wanderer,  clad  in  furs  and 
icicles,  seeking  his  way  among  the  arctic  snows — our 
fiincies  had  fled  back  to  the  cheerless  land  where 
this  usage  first  met  us. 

What  a  wide  and  what  an  enduring  tie  is  religion ! 
A  similar  faith  unites  the  most  distant  regions,  and 
the  most  dissimilar  tribes — makes  as  brothers  the 
elegant  Greek  who  has  a  history  of  centuries,  and 
the  barbarous  **  stranger,**  whom  we  heard  of  but 
yesterday. 

Our    first  visit  to  a  Russian  place  of    worship, 
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pcivafuDj  If  Iwfal  JOB  horn  etsOy  tlie  kunuin  mind 
ifCMies  CD  HsdC  TW  GredL  diardi  is,  in  many 
ifSiMXIs,  prc  ll«  tlie  Roman.  In  nothing  are 
tibgy  more  £stiiict»  llim  in  tbe  detestation  with 
whikli  images  ire  regarded  hy  Ae  Greek  Catholics. 
Nritlier  as  objects  of  irorsbip»  nor  as  ornaments  in 
diordies,  are  solid  figures  of  any  kind  tolerated 
amoi^sl  them.  But,  mark  the  deception  which  its 
manbers  pracdse  on  themsehres :  pictures — surface 
representations  of  the  SaTiour  and  Virgin — ^they  not 
only  tolerate,  bat  tiieat  with  exactly  the  same  vene- 
ration as  that  which  the  ccmdemned  Roman  Catholics 
show  to  their  statues.  Where  lies  the  diffisrence  ? 
The  Greeks  may  plead  that  they  keep  within  the 
letter  of  the  revealed  word ;  bat  finom  the  spirit  of 
the  gospel  they  wander,  surely,  as  fiur  as  their  oppo- 
nents. 
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Jkhyt  on  amTing — Compared  with  those  of  other  countries — Searchers 
—Luggige  sealed — Captifity — Guardian— Annoyance  to  ship-cap- 
tains— 1>anger  of  letters,  and  of  Russian  money — Passports — Disad- 
vantages of  being  a  "  gentleman** — Books  detained — Tyranny  of  un- 
deriiDgs — Advice  about  steamers,  &c 

This  is  a  chapter  of  woes. 

It  is  intended  solely  /or  such  as  have  travelled ; 
who,  from  its  contents,  will  have  the  gratification  of 
learning  that  others  have  been  treated  as  scurvily  as 
themselves.  Yet  should  untravelled  readers  wish 
to  profit  by  our  costly  experience;  or,  what  is 
hardly  to  be  expected  in  these  hard-hearted  days, 
should  any  be  moved  with  sympathy  for  travellers  in 
difficidty,  they  too  may  cast  an  eye  over  this  sad 
narrative. 

To  be  more  explicit :  the  annoyances  to  which  we 
were  subjected  at  Cronstadt,  from  the  absurdity  of 
the  custom-house  arrangements — and  to  which  all 
strangers  coining  to  this  country  by  sea  are  exposed 
-—afford  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  way  in  which 
things  are  managed  in  Russia. 
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These  delays  were  so  vexatious  that,  during  the  first 
ebullitions  of  our  wrath,  we  heartily  joined  in  all  the 
railing  that  was  ever  uttered  against  Russian  barba- 
rism. Let  others  take  warning  by  our  example, 
and  never  seek  to  visijt  this  country  in  a  trading  ves- 
sel, but  go  at  once  by  the  steamer  to  St.  Petersburg. 

The  troubles  alluded  to  are  attributable  to  the 
regulation  which  requires  that  every  ship  bound  for 
the  capital  must  first  be  inspected,  measured,  sealed, 
reported,  and  we  know  not  what,  before  passing 
this  inevitable  outport :  forms  which  ship-captains 
find  so  perplexing,  that  they  would  rather  go  with 
little  profit  to  any  other  country,  than  come  here  for 
great  gain.  And,  if  they  complain,  what  must  the 
general  traveller  have  to  say,  who  in  other  parts  of 
the  continent  is  very  little  troubled  by  police  or 
custom-house  regulations?  In  most  countries,  if 
there  be  no  quarantine,  you  step  ashore  the  moment 
you  arrive,  throw  your  passport  to  the  people  of  the 
house,  and  never  hear  a  word  more  on  the  subject 
till  you  call  for  it  on  going  away.  As  for  the  vtsites  at 
frontiers,  the  experienced  traveller  is  never  annoyed 
by  them ;  and  he  would  be  equally  indifierent  to  the 
customs'  gentry  in  Russia,  were  it  not  for  the  num- 
ber of  hands  through  which  he  is  bundled,  and  the 
great  loss  of  time  they  occasion. 

The  first  of  the  business  began  some  miles  below 
Cronstadt,  where  we  had  to  lay-to  for  a  visit  fix)m 
the  guard-ship.  Papers  and  passports  were  here 
examined,  and  we  rejoiced  in  the  thought  that  we 
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ahould  be  at  liberty  to  land  when  we  pleased,  on 
reaching  the  port,  so  as  to  catch  the  first  steam-boat 
fe  St.  Petersburg;  but  our  troubles  were  only 
begmning.  After  casting  anchor,  no  one  came  near 
OS  for  hours.  At  last  appeared  a  boat,  with  a  strong 
crew,  from  the  custom-house — the  officer  in  a  blue 
muform-coat,  the  men  in  short  grayish  sea-coats, 
with  green  jackets  below,  and  belts  girding  the  waist 
—small  round  green  caps,  seamed  with  yellow  cord, 
wide  striped  breeches,  and  boots  reaching  to  the 
knee — ^most  Russian  in  their  looks,  but  without  the 
beard.  Then  began  the  process  of  sealing  up  the 
batches ;  but  as  they  had  not  brought  enough  of 
their  filthy  wax  and  gray  tape,  it  was  necessary  to  row 
ashore  for  more.  We  thought  we  should  be  allowed 
to  accompany  them — but  no ;  we  must  remain  in 
custody  of  the  man  left  on  board,  till  it  might  suit 
the  harbour-master's  pleasure  to  decide  our  fate. 

When  the  boat  returned,  the  sealing  task  was 
continued  ;  but  not  till  the  officer  had  got  plenty  of 
^^Essen^  JEsseriy**  as  he  greedily  called  it ;  for  all  of 
them  have  German  enough  to  insist  on  meat  and 
drink  from  the  foreign  captains.  His  copious  meal 
of  beef  and  sausage,  washed  down  with  schnapps 
and  strong  ale,  had  not  softened  his  temper ;  for  on 
discovering  some  slight  omission  on  the  captain's 
part,  the  bear  again  mustered  German  enough  to 
exclaim  "  Strafe,  Strafe  r  his  eyes  glistening  with 
delight  at  the  idea  of  inflicting  a  fine  on  the  worthy 
man  who  had  fed  him. 
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The  sealing  was  now  resumed.  Not  a  particle 
was  left  open.  Our  very  writing-materials,  nay  our 
walking-sticks,  and  an  old  umbrella,  were  tied  toge- 
ther and  adorned  with  the  government  seal,  till  the 
officers  at  St.  Petersburg,  twenty  miles  away,  should 
examine  them,  and  decide  whether  they  could  be 
admitted  to  the  country,  without  injury  to  the  life  of 
his  majesty,  or  the  fortunes  of  his  subjects.  We 
were  not  allowed  even  a  change  of  linen. 

Letters  were  strictly  searched  for ;  and  we  should 
advise  the  traveller  not  to  bring  any  sealed  ones  with 
him  if  he  wish  to  keep  out  of  trouble :  in  case  of 
doubt^  they  search  the  person,  and  should  any  be 
found,  if  a  fine  be  not  imposed,  they  will  at  least 
send  them  to  the  post-office  for  you. 

Particular  inquiries  were  made  whether  we  had 
any  Russian  money ;  a  point  on  which  many  have 
got  into  serious  difficulties  on  coming  here.  It  is 
the  law  of  Russia  that  you  may  take  as  much  paper 
money  oiU  of  the  country  as  you  please,  but  none  of 
it  is  ever  allowed  to  come  back.  The  object  of  this 
regulation  is  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  forged 
notes ;  but  it  at  times  operates  very  cruelly.  People 
not  aware  of  the  law,  taking  money  at  other  ports 
from  captains  or  firiends,  glad  to  get  rid  of  any  sur- 
plus notes,  are  Uable,  on  arriving  in  Russia,  not  only 
to  confiscation  of  the  whole,  but  also  to  fine  and 
imprisonment.  The  captain  of  a  ship  fi^m  Finland 
was  lately  placed  in  great  danger,  by  a  mistake  of 
this  kind.      What  heightens  the  peril  is,  that  you 
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ate  supposed  not  to  have  any  money  (Russian  silver 
is  not  included  in  this  law)  till  you  have  cleared 
with  the  custom-house,  which  may  not  be  for  several 
days  after  entering  the  country:  and  how  is  the 
stranger  to  pay  his  way  in  the  mean  time  ?  We  had 
very  nearly  fallen  into  a  scrape  on  this  head,  by 
inadvertently  drawing  a  couple  of  hundred  roubles, 
to  meet  unavoidable  expenses  till  we  should  reach 
the  capital.  When  our  captain  saw  the  notes,  he 
trembled  for  the  safety  of  his  good  ship  ;  but  fortu- 
nately they  were  never  found  by  any  of  the  officers, 
and  neither  confiscation  nor  stripes  ensued.  The 
incident  shows  the  beauty  of  the  Russian  "  system :' 
neither  captain  nor  passenger  knows  what  is  right  or 
what  is  wrong.  If  they  would  tell  people  what  is 
forbidden,  or  what  they  have  to  do,  there  would  be 
no  difficulty ;  but  their  principle  is,  "  Find  out 
these  things  for  yourself:  it  is  not  our  business  to 
keep  you  out  of  scrapes,  but  to  get  you  into  them 
if  possible." 

When  hatches  and  luggage  were  all  sealed,  we 
nude  sure  that  now  we  should  be  permitted  to 
go  ashore  ; — but  patience  a  little  longer.  There 
being  nobody  to  interpret  between  us  and  the 
officers,  we  could  not  comprehend  all  the  reasons 
given  for  the  delay,  but  understood  that  we  must 
still  remain  in  custody  of  the  guardian — a  personage 
placed  on  board  each  ship  the  moment  she  arrives, 
to  prevent  smuggling,  &c.  A  second  boat's  crew 
came,  but  not   for  us :   they  brought  an  officer  to 
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inspect  the  seals,  and  add  a  few  more  to  some 
trifling  things  which  had  been  overlooked.  A  third 
boat  came,  but  the  guardian  doubted  whether  he 
could  part  with  us.  Night  was  now  at  hand,  and 
we  were  becoming  obstreperous — all  in  vain. 

The  boat  which  did  at  last  come  for  us,  the  fifth 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  was  forced  to  return  back 
without  us,  it  being  now  too  late  to  do  business  at 
the  public  offices,  where  we  had  to  appear.  The 
captain  went  on  shore  to  fight  for  us ;  but  the 
only  comfort  he  brought  was,  that  "  Thim  nasty 
fellows,  the  Russians,''  would  not,  on  any  account, 
allow  us  to  quit  the  vessel  till  next  day.  The  poor 
man  was  in  a  sad  fright  about  some  gunpowder 
which  he  had  on  board.  Whether  from  political  or 
commercial  jealousy  we  know  not,  but  by  the 
Russian  laws  not  an  ounce  of  this  article  is  allowed 
to  be  brought  into  the  country,  under  pain  of  total 
confiscation  both  of  ship  and  cargo.  Some  masters 
surrender  what  they  may  have ;  but  the  trouble  of 
getting  it  restored  again  is  so  great,  that  they 
generally  take  the  shorter  method,  of  throwing  it 
overboard. 

When  next  day  came,  there  was  so  much  sea  that 
few  boats  could  move  out  of  the  harbour.  Being 
anxious,  however,  to  effect  our  liberation,  we  rowed 
ashore,  in  charge  of  an  officer  connected  with  the 
harbour-office.  From  the  violence  of  the  storm,  it 
took  us  near  an  hour  to  do  what  may  usually  be 
done  in  ten  minutes ;  the  men  could  scarcely  keep 
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Ae  boat  off  the  moIe»  where  we  ran  the  risk  of  beni^ 
dashed  to  pieces. 

We  were  first  taken  to  the  harfaoar-master,  and 
were  bowled  from  one  set  of  clerks  to  aziother, 
making  declarations  about  onrsehresy  our  objects  in 
coming  to  Russia,  and  our  luggage.  After  bein^ 
detained  some  hoars  at  this  place^  we  were  twice 
paraded  round  the  ramparts  a  mile  or  two»  with  an 
officer  marching  beside  ns,  first  to  the  costomJioase;, 
and  then  to  Mr.  Foster,  secretanr  to  the  Admiral  of 
die  Fleet  (ex-ojfftcio  Governor  of  Cronstadt),  who 
gave  us  passports  fi>r  St.  Petersbarg,  ten  roubles 
being  charged  for  each, — a  fee  firom  which  all  travel- 
iers  designated  as  noblemen,  officers,  or  clergy- 
men,  are  exempted,  as  well  as  from  others  which  we 
paid  afterwards.  Having  been  described  simply  as 
**  English  gentlemen,"  we  were  included  among  the 
ignoble  crew  of  merchants,  bank-directors,  county 
members,  or  such  ''  base  bisognos,**  who  alone  have 
the  privilege  of  paying  taxes  for  travelling  in  this 
happy  country. 

There  was  yet  another  form  to  go  through  at  the 
Swedish  consul's,  before  whom  it  was  necessary  to 
make  affidavit  of  the  number  of  shirts,  coats,  night- 
caps, pairs  of  boots,  watches,  shirt-pins,  &c.,  in  our 
possession ;  with  warning  that  if  more  were  found 
when  the  seals  on  our  trunks  should  be  opened,  all 
we  had  would  be  liable  to  be  dealt  with  according  to 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  his  majesty  the  emperor. 

Be&re  the  whole  of  these  matters  could  be  de- 
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spatched,  the  day  was  far  gone.  Now,  however,  we 
were  at  liberty,  and  made  a  visit  to  our  worthy 
consul,  Mr.  Booker,  who  was  indignant  at  the  treat- 
ment we  had  met  with  ;  but  comforted  us  with  the 
assurance  that  we  had  escaped  very  cheaply  com- 
pared with  some  foreigners.  From  one  delay  or 
other  we  could  not  leave  Cronstadt  till  past  noon  on 
the  third  day  after  reaching  it.  In  any  other  coun- 
try all  our  business  would  have  been  over  in  half  an 
hour. 

Having  by  these  delays  been  prevented  from  taking 
the  morning  steamer,  we  were  forced  to  proceed  to 
St.  Petersburg  in  our  old  ship.  But  even  after  reach- 
ing the  capital,  several  days  elapsed  before  we  got 
our  luggage.  Not  a  particle  of  it  could  we  touch. 
We  were  told  to  be  thankful  if  we  got  it  within  a 
week.  The  ship  had  first  to  pass  the  bridge  on  the 
Neva,  which  is  open  only  for  an  hour  or  so  at  ten  in 
the  morning,  when  perhaps  more  ships  are  waiting 
than  could  get  through  in  double  the  time ;  and 
after  passing  the  bridge,  we  had  to  wait  the  pleasure 
of  the  custom-house  inspectors.  They  gave  us  very 
little  trouble  when  the  things  were  opened ;  much 
less  than  we  should  have  had  entering  by  land. 
Our  few  books  and  maps,  including  even  poor  inno- 
cent "Madame  de  Genlis,*'  were  sealed  up  and 
sent  to  the  oiBce  of  the  censor,  who  having  duly 
examined  the  same,  restored  them  a  few  days  after. 
In  no  part  of  the  world,  as  already  stated,  has  the 
traveller  such  tedious  and  provoking  formalities  to 
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go  through.  Even  in  Holland,  where  all  is  stiff  and 
formal,  he  gets  very  little  trouble.  When  we  visited 
Uiat  country,  the  ship  was  detained  a  couple  of  hours 
at  Helvoetsluys ;  her  papers  were  examined,  and  a 
guardian  put  on  board,  who  accompanied  us  up  the 
Maes  to  Rotterdam ;  but  all  the  time  the  passen- 
gers were  not  once  spoken  to,  being  permitted  to 
walk  ashore  when  they  pleased,  and  to  take  as  much 
of  their  luggage  as  might  be  necessary,  till  they 
found  it  convenient  to  call  an  officer  to  examine  and 
liberate  the  remainder.  In  Austria,  too  (by  no 
means  famed  for  laxity  towards  foreigners),  there  is 
nothing  to  complain  of:  landing  at  Trieste  qc 
Venice,  the  traveller  gets  off  immediately.  But  in 
Russia  the  annoyances  are  so  great,  to  strangers 
entering  by  land  as  well  as  to  those  coming  by  sea, 
that  we  have  known  travellers  who  have  visited 
every  coimtry  of  Europe,  vow  that  they  would  not 
enter  Russia  again  for  any  temptation. 

It  is  alleged,  that  these  annoyances  are  expressly 
intended  to  keep  foreigners  away  ;  the  emperor  being 
jealous  of  the  spread  of  liberal  opinions,  and  unwilling 
to  expose  his  subjects  to  contagion.  But  this  can 
scarcely  be  the  reason ;  for  in  no  country  are  strangers 
better  treated,  once  the  first  annoyances  are  over.  It 
is  only  among  the  underlings  that  there  is  rudeness 
and  rapacity ;  when  you  have  to  do  with  the  heads 
of  any  department,  all  goes  well.  Nothing  can  sur- 
pass the  courtesy  with  which  every  assistance  and 
explanation  is  given. 

e2 
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The  grievances  complained  of  ought  properly  to  be 
attributed  to  a  vicious  system,  which  has  been  so  long 
established  that,  like  other  abuses,  it  cannot  be  easily 
reformed.  Let  every  traveller  lift  his  voice  against 
them,  and  before  many  years,  it  will  be  as  pleasant  to 
visit  Russia,  as  any  other  country.  The  government 
is  sensitive  about  the  opinions  of  foreigners,  and  at 
this  moment  in  particular,  is  anxious  to  stand  well 
with  the  rest  of  Europe.  Some  proof  of  this  is  given 
by  the  indulgence  granted  to  the  Liibeck  steam- 
boats, which  proceed  direct  to  St.  Petersburg,  where 
passengers  have  their  luggage  examined  immediately 
on  their  arrivaL 
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Our  first  excursion  in  the  Russian  capital  was  one 
of  the  strangest  ever  made. 

We  had  sailed  pleasantly  up  the  bay  of  Cronstadt, 
a  light  breeze  carrying  us  quickly  past  the  wooded 
slopes  adorned  with  Oranienhaumj  Peterhof^  and 
seats  of  the  nobility.  We  met  at  least  a  dozen 
steam-boats,  some  with  passengers,  some  on  the  busi- 
ness of  government,  and  some  tugging  ships  across 
the  shallows.  The  great  number  of  luggers  and 
small  vessels  that  had  gone  down,  and  left  their  masts 
projecting  above  the  surface,  show  that  the  naviga- 
tion is  not  always  so  pleasant  as  it  was  this  sunny 
afternoon. 

The  Neva  is  met  about  sixteen  miles  from  Cron- 
stadt ;  but  the  bay  continues  wide  for  some  miles 
further.     Long  before  leaving  the  wider  part,  our 
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attention  had  been  drawn  from  all  other  objects  by 
the  more  exciting  view  of  St.  Petersburg.     Its  broad 
domes  glittering  with  silver  stars,  and  tall  spires  pier- 
cing the  sky  like  pyramids  of  gold,  seen  many  miles 
away,  make  the  stranger  fancy  that  he  is  approaching 
an  oriental,  rather  than  a  European  city.     But,  fair  as 
the  sight  in  some  respects  is,  the  sea-view  of  St. 
Petersburg  is,   on  the  whole,  a  disappointment.     It 
can  by  no  means  be  compared  with  the  approach  to 
Copenhagen :  it  is  too  flat,  and  presents  no  imposing 
masses  of  architecture  to  the  gulf.     The  domes  are 
scattered  wide  away  from  each  other,  and  no  houses 
are  to  be  seen   uniting  them ;    they   are   like   the 
churches  of  so  many  separate  villages,  rather  than  the 
ornaments  of  one  compact  capital.    You  long  wonder 
where  the  great  St.  Petersburg  can  have  hid  itself 
behind   those   mud    islands,    those  wide   straggling 
wood-yards,  and  those  red  barrack-looking  structures 
that  lie  so  desolate  on  the  flats.     The  metropolis  of  a 
great  empire  should  stand  boldly  out  on  the  water ; 
but  this  one  chooses  to  steal  away  among  reeds  and 
bulrushes,    sending   up  a  few  blazing    skyrockets, 
more  like  signals  of  distress  than  proofe  of  splen- 
dour. 

Patience,  patience,  rude  stranger  I  The  shade  of 
Peter  the  Great  will  be  amply  avenged  when  you 
get  in  to  his  capital,  and  see  what  it  is.  But  remem- 
ber, it  is  only  when  you  have  entered^  that  St. 
Petersburg  fills  you  with  astonishment.  Other  places 
make  all  their  show  without ;  here  it  is  all  within. 
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The  city  cannot  help  its  position.  It  would  look 
better  if  there  were  some  heights  in  or  near  it ;  there 
is  not  one  as  high  as  a  candlestick  in  the  whole 
region.  The  islands  and  shores  about  the  mouth  of 
the  Neva,  are  perfectly  level.  They  can  do  wonder- 
ful things  in  Russia ;  but  they  have  not  been  able  to 
raise  mountains  where  nature,  for  miles  and  miles 
around,  placed  only  duck-ponds  and  ague-marshes. 

With  all  our  disappointment,  however,  we  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  got  into  the  Russian  capital, 
when  we  found  the  treacherous  breeze  dying  away, 
and  likely  to  leave  us  motionless  all  night  within  the 
sound  of  its  bells.  There  was  barely  enough  of  wind 
to  carry  us  through  the  twisting  intricate  line  marked 
out  by  flags,  as  afibrding  the  only  safe  passage  for 
vessels  of  any  size.  The  young  pilot,  who  here 
joined,  took  care  to  tell  us  that  there  are  but  seven 
and  a  half  feet  of  water  allowed  by  the  charts,  while 
the  wide  sands  on  each  side,  where  a  few  people  were 
fishing  in  small  boats,  have  scarcely  two  and  a  half 
feet  upon  them.  That  we  might  have  no  doubt  on 
the  subject,  and  to  let  the  captain  know  the  value  of 
the  services  which  he  was  not  inclined  to  pay  so  high 
for  as  demanded,  he  managed  to  let  us  touch  a  moment, 
exclaiming,   "Ship's  aground,   sir  I'**    to  the  great 

*  English  18  literally  the  language  of  the  sea.  Our  nautical  terms 
are  used  all  over  the  world,  not  only  in  addressing  English  sailors,  hut 
between  the  natives  of  foreign  countries  themselves.  This  is  more 
particularly  the  case,  however,  in  tlie  north  of  Europe.  A  Swedish 
mate  gives  nearly  all  his  directions  in  English ;  and  here  we  find  a 
Russian  pilot  employing  the  same  language  to  a  Swede ;  taking  it  for 
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confusion  of  our  friend  We  got  safely  oi^  however; 
but  were  forced  to  drop  anchor  in  the  moadi  of  die 
river,  where  the  firrt  lonely  houses  begin ;  there  bemg 
no  wind  to  carry  us  against  the  current,  up  to  tlie 
centre  of  the  city.  We  had  been  nine  days  fion 
Stockholm. 

Here,  then,  commenced  our  landing  adventures. 
We  were  rowed  ashore  within  sight  of  the  jnincipd 
part  of  the  city,  but  a  long  way  from  it,  in  some  re- 
mote suburb — Rotherhithe,  Redrifl^or  such  like  place, 
perhaps ;  consequently  we  had  to  seek  our  way  for 
two  or  three  miles,  with  scarcely  a  word  of  the  lan- 
guage to  seek  it  with.  What  was  worse,  we  had  not 
the  Russian  name  of  the  street  we  wanted ;  and  the 
English  one  was  of  no  use.  Had  we  been  able  to 
pronounce  the  Qalernoy  Oulitzoj  we  could  at  once 
have  been  rowed  or  driven  to  it ;  but  to  ask  for  it  as 
the  English  Back  Une^  by  which  it  is  known  among 
the  British  settlers  in  these  parts,  only  made  the 
bearded  passenger  pity  our  helplessness. 

We  addressed  a  large  crowd  of  respectable  people 
in  French^  but  none  understood  us.  On  and  on  we 
wandered,  always  with  a  correct  idea  of  the  quarter 
our  contemplated  resting-place  was  in,  but  prevented 
by  canals  from  getting  the  way  we  wanted.  St.  Pe- 
tersburg is  not  like  London,  or  any  other  capital  where 
the   numerous    inns   or  lodging-places  enable   the 

gronted  that,  whatever  country  lie  might  belong  to,  he  would  under- 
stand enough  of  English  to  enable  him  to  communicate  on  matters 
connected  with  the  ship. 
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itranger,  even  though  he  cannot  speak  the  language, 
to  get  at  least  shelter  and  food,  till  he  finds  some  one 
who  can  help  him.  Here  there  are  very  few  hotels  or 
places  of  entertainment,  even  in  the  best  part  of  the 
city,  and  none  at  all  in  the  remote  ones.  Had  we 
seen  a  sign,  or  even  an  "  open  door,"  we  should  soon 
have  taken  possession  in  one  way  or  other,  and  not 
have  run  the  chance  of  wandering  all  night  in  the 
streets.  In  London,  a  hackney-coach,  or  cab  or 
omnibus,  may  be  got  at  the  most  remote  comer  of  its 
wide-spread  suburbs ;  but  here,  after  walking  miles, 
we  saw  no  vehicle  of  any  kind. 

What  a  desert  the  place  seemed  I  and,  except  in 
the  very^  centre,  it  is  a  most  desolate  city.  The 
buildings,  you  would  say,  have  outgrown  the  popu- 
lation ;  only  they  all  look  so  fresh  and  well  painted, 
that  they^cannot  be  quite  abandoned.  Houses^ 
houses — streets,  streets,  and  very  handsome  ones; 
we  thought  they  were  never  to  have  done;  but 
still  no  people.  It  was  broad  daylight,  yet  all  was 
silent,  all  inhospitable. 

At  last  one  person  did  address  us.  He  had  over- 
heard our  English ;  but,  strange  to  say  of  a  Russian, 
though,  by  his  own  confession,  he  had  been  three 
years  in  London,  and  two  in  Paris,  he  knew  very  little 
English,  and  no  French.  It  is  a  proof  of  the  paucity 
of  inns  here,  and  shows  what  sort  of  a  place  it  is, 
when  this  man — an  inhabitant — did  not  know  of 
a  single  place  we  could  go  to ;  although  we  were  at 
the  time  not  far  from  a  very  important  part  of  the  city. 
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Forward  we  still  hied,  evidently  getting  into  a 
populous  region.  The  tide  of  life  was  smging 
stronger ;  still  no  help,  no  sign  of  land.  It  was  now 
getting  dark,  but  we  did  not  lose  courage.  We  passed 
a  theatre,  and  churches,  and  squares,  and  bridges-— 
when,  lol  an  acquaintance  appears — ^no  less  a  per- 
sonage than  Peter  the  Great  himself — the  very  mo- 
narch whose  proud  work  we  had  been  thinking  evil  o^ 
come  out  on  horseback,  with  his  laurel  crown  on  his 
head,  to  assist  and  welcome  us.  We  knew  him  and 
his  horse,  and  the  very  stone  they  were  standing  on, 
quite  well — ^from  pictures,  namely;  and  the  first 
glimpse  of  him  dispelled  our  fears ;  we  had  reached 
friendly  and  frequented  haunts — the  very  centre  of  the 
capital. 

But  which  way  to  go  ?  Peter  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  accompany  us,  for  it  had  begun  to  rain. 

At  this  moment  aid  was  sent  in  the  shape  of  a 
long-bearded  droschky-man.  He  saw  we  were  at  a 
loss — knew  what  we  wanted,  though  we  could  not 
speak  a  word  to  him — and,  as  he  had  an  honest  face 
and  intelligent  eye,  we  at  once  took  our  seats  in  his 
vehicle,  leaving  him  to  dispose  of  us  at  his  pleasure. 

••  Traktir !  Traktir  r  said  he,  in  Russian. 
**Jahf  JahP*  answered  we,  in  German,  never 
doubting  that  Traktir  meant  an  inn  of  some  kind 
or  other. 

But  then  his  droschky  puzzled  us.  We  had 
often  heard  of  droschkies  j  but  to  hear  and  read  of 
*o«c**        '    >ne  thing,  and  to  be  called  on  to  sit 
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'iioiies  without  getting  a  lesson  in  the  art»  is  quite 
aoiher.     We  were  completely  mystified  and  no  less 


pletely  amused  hy  our  strange  position :  we  knew 

lot  how  to  sit,  whether  sideways  or  astride,  whether 

vith  &oe  or  back  foremost.    Nimporte  I  It  was  neck 

er  nothing  with  us.     So  away  we  splashed  o'er  bridge 

aid  stone,  clinging  to  the  vehicle  as  we  best  could, 

Imighing  at  ourselves,  and,  doubtless,  making  others 

hngh  to  see  us  sitting  so  funnily.      Droschkies,  we 

thought,  must  be  very  insecure  things ;  for  we  were 

oftaa  like  to  be  tumbled  out  from  our  awkwardness. 

But  these  difficulties  our  zealous  driver  did  not  see ; 

or,  if  he  saw,  he  heeded  them  not. 

"  Pady^  pady  r  was  his  order.  Clear  the  way — 
here  come  two  foreigners  to  look  at  the  emperor,  and 
to  pay  me  well.     "  Pody,  pady  r 

With  all  this,  however,  we  were  never  coming  to  a 
stand-still ;  and  we  knew  nothing  about  where  he  was 
driving  us  to.  We  had  all  along  been  on  the  outlook 
for  a  shop  where  German  or  French  might  be  spoken, 
and  were  in  the  very  streets  for  them  ;  but  it  was  so 
dark  that  we  could  scarcely  read  the  sign-boards. 
At  last,  in  a  broad  and  handsome  street,  we  caught 
the  cheering  inscription,  "English  Tailor,  from 
London ;"  and,  never  doubting  that  we  should  here  find 
help,  we  made  our  charioteer  stop,  that,  through  the 
expected  interpreter,  we  might  hold  some  parley  with 
him  about  the  place  he  might  be  taking  us  to.  But, 
to  our  dismay,  no  one  was  to  be  found  that  could  speak 
to  us  ;   so  Pady,  pady  I  was  again  the  word,  and,  in 
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a  short  time  our  doubts  were  dispelled^  wben  the 
hofne  stopped,  and  his  master  pointed,  widi  a  grin  of 
delight  at  his  own  sagadty,  to  the  shield  of  a  German 
tavern,  inscribed  ^*  OasthauSj  Witbte/*  This  was 
nearly  what  we  wanted;  bat  not  exactly  die  place 
itself*  The  widow's  waiters  soon  told  the  man  where 
we  wished  to  go,  and  back  we  started  all  the  way 
over  the  ground  he  had  brought  us ;  for,  had  we  but 
taken  the  good  Peter^s  hint,  we  were  close  by  the 
desired  locality  when  he  first  appeared  to  us. 

A  kind  reception  soon  made  us  forget  our  street 
vagaries.  They  had  not  been  altogether  unprofit- 
able, for  we  had  seen  and  learnt  more  of  this  huge 
place  the  first  night  of  our  arrival,  than  many  do  in 
the  first  week.  The  remote  outskirts  we  should 
never  have  seen  at  all,  but  for  our  unwonted  landing. 
They  had  also  taught  us  a  lesson,  which  we  record 
for  the  benefit  of  other  wanderers — never  to  enter  a 
strange  city  without  knowing  at  least  the  name  of  the 
street  they  are  in  search  of.  Even  had  our  difficulties 
been  greater,  we  should  have  forgotten  them  on  seeing 
that  our  arrival  had  made  one  creature  happy — the 
poor  droschky-man ;  who,  for  the  four  roubles  he 
had  gained,  bowed  himself  to  the  ground,  and 
'*  kissed  the  hem  of  our  garment,"  after  the  fashion 
of  his  country,  as  grateful  and  as  much  overjoyed  as 
if  he  had  driven  the  Tzarevitch. 
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The  two  great  subjects  to  which  all  writers  on  St. 
Petersburg  first  turn  their  readers*  attention  are,  its 
hospitality  and  its  sights ;  for  both  of  which  it  has 
long  been  famed,  beyond  most  of  the  cities  of  Europe. 

Of  its  hospitality  we  also  should  wish  to  say 
much.  But  nothing  being  so  offensive  to  the  really 
hospitable  man  as  the  parade  of  his  courtesies  in 
print,  we  shall  simply  state  that  we  had  not  been 
long  amongst  its  inhabitants  until  we  had  ample 
proof  of  the  justice  of  the  assertion,  that  nowhere 
is  the  stranger  honoured  with  such  unbounded  atten- 
tion. 

We  cannot  leave  this  topic  altogether,  however, 
without  adding  a  note  of  advice  for  our  travelling 
countrymen,  regarding  the  necessity  of  providing 
themselves  with  good  introductions,  before  coming 
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here.  Englishmen  are  always  too  negligent  of  this. 
We  have  known  some  set  out  on  the  tour  of 
Europe  without  a  single  letter,  beyond  a  pretty  sub- 
stantial one  from  Coutts*  or  Herries'  I  Now,  without 
recommending  the  German  system,  which  is  to  get  a 
trunk-full  of  letters,  when  they  can  be  got,  and  to 
deliver  every  one  of  them,  even  should  there  be  one 
hundred  and  twenty  (the  number  brought  over  by  a 
recent  visiter  when  he  came  to  make  a  book  about 
us),  we  should  advise  the  stranger  who  wishes  to 
enjoy  his  visit  to  St.  Petersburg,  to  furnish  himself 
with  at  least  the  twentieth  part  of  the  German 
allowance  ;  and  if  but  one-half  of  these  are  as  well 
attended  to  as  ours  were,  he  will  long  look  back  with 
pleasure  to  the  happy  and  instructive  hours  enjoyed 
on  these  distant  shores. 

Without  introductions,  no  stranger  can  make  his 
way  in  the  Russian  capital ;  with  them,  he  will  be 
loaded  with  attentions.  Many  Englishmen  who  come 
here  are  so  coldly  welcomed,  that  they  go  away  dis- 
appointed with  the  people  and  the  country.  But  they 
are  themselves  to  blame  for  having  found  St.  Peters- 
burg naught  and  unprofitable.  A  single  good  letter 
would  have  enabled  them  to  spend  their  time  both  in- 
structively and  agreeably.  Travellers  passing  by  Berlin 
cannot  do  better  than  provide  a  few  letters  there ; 
such,  from  the  present  intimacy  between  the  two 
courts,  being  the  most  influential  that  can  be  pro- 
cured. 

Were  we  to  follow  out  the  German  example  wc 
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ought,  at  least,  to  give  a  list  of  all  who  entertained 
OS,  even  though  the  reason  given  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  chapter  may  prevent  us  from  enlarging 
on  their  kindness  ;  but  English  taste  repudiates  the 
trick  of  giving  weight  to  a  work  by  filling  it  with 
eminent  names,  and  thereby  throwing  the  responsi- 
bility of  its  statements  on  individuals  who  cannot 
answer  for  themselves. 

Another  fashion — we  will  not  call  it  a  German  one, 
because  only  one  German  has  been  found  capable  of 
adopting  it — is,  to  use  the  opportunities  which  intro- 
ductions give,  for  laying  bare  the  sacred  privacies  of 
domestic  life — for  sporting  with  the  afflictions(I)  of 
the  femily  who  unsuspectingly  gave  the  ribald  jester 
shelter  at  their  board — and  sometimes  even  for  tra- 
ducing the  character  of  his  entertainers  I  This 
fashion,  however  much  its  adoption  might  add  to  the 
piquancy  of  his  work,  no  English  writer  will  ever  adopt. 

The  consideration,  however,  which  principally  in- 
duces us  to  refrain  from  mentioning  names  in  these 
pages,  is  the  danger  in  which  the  most  respectable  indi* 
viduals  have  sometimes  been  involved,  by  the  rashness 
of  travellers  in  this  respect.  Foreigners  who  allude  to 
politics  in  their  works,  ought  never  to  give  the  name 
of  any  private  friend ;  for  many  have  been  exposed 
to  merciless  persecution — to  the  dungeon,  and  to 
exile  -  in  consequence  of  having  been  mentioned  by 
travellers  whose  political  remarks  are  unpalatable  to 
the  government.  To  be  named  in  such  a  work, 
were  it  only  in  the  way  of  well-meant  compliment^ 
or  thoughtless  gratitude,  at  once  exposes  the  indivi- 
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dual  to  the  suspicion  of  having  furnished  the  ob- 
noxious intelligence,  although  he  may  not  have 
opened  his  lips  on  politics.  There  are  other  conti- 
nental states  also,  where  the  same  caution  would 
be  necessary :  there  is  an  English  book  of  Travels  in 
Southern  Italy,  which  had  the  effect  of  compromising 
some  of  the  first  noblemen  of  the  country  so  seriously, 
that  they  were  thrown  into  prison,  and  never  again 
allowed  to  breathe  the  air  of  freedom. 

The    sights    of  St.  Petersburg    cannot  be  dis- 
missed so  briefly  as  its  hospitality;  yet  on  these 
also  we  shall  try  to  be  as  little  tedious  as  possible. 
In  fact,  all  the  objects  worthy  of  notice — churches, 
palaces,     public    buildings  —  have    been    so   fully 
and  so  ably  described  by  Dr.  Granville,  or  other 
travellers,  that  it  were  idle  to  attempt  going  over  the 
same  ground  with  them  in  a  work  of  this  nature. 
Mere  si^t-seeing  is  the  most  wearisome  occupation 
in   the   world,  except  it  be  that  of  reading  about 
sights.     Chairs,  tables,  washhand-basins,  mirrors — 
empresses'  bedrooms,  and  emperors'  writing-tables, 
— are  most  useful,  and  may  be  most  edifying  things  in 
their  way ;  as  well  as  imperial  nightcaps,  and  pin- 
cushions ;  but  no  one  who  has  endured  the  infliction 
of  following  a  gilded  lackey  from  room  to  room — up 
stairs  and  down  stairs — from  pantry  to  garret — over 
miles  of  carpet  and  wax-cloth  ;    or,   taking  out-of- 
doors  work,  no  one  who  has  trudged  through  en- 
chanted gardens  and  mazy  woods,  seven  acres  square, 
adorned  with  metal  waterfalls,  and  timber  grottoes, 
and  peopled  with  playful  dolphins  and  spouting  lions^ 
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with  Dianas,  ApoUos,  Mercuries,  Fawns,  Floras, 
Ph<£buses — Neptunes  and  their  cars,  Ariadnes  and 
their  bulls — ^long-legged  cranes  and  long-legged 
nymphs — ^frogs,  gladiators,  tritons — ^monsters  of 
every  shape,  and  size,  and  colour  that  stucco  and 
gilding  can  produce ;  no  one  who  has  discharged 
these  melancholy  duties, — in  every  country  the 
heaviest  of  all  the  taxes  that  the  traveller  pays  for 
his  more  instructive  pleasures, — will  be  surprised 
that  a  fellow-sufferer  declines  to  give  a  narrative 
which  would  only  revive  forgotten  woes. 

If  it  were  not  treason  against  the  sight-loving 
tribe,  we  should  say  that  there  are  ways  in  which 
both  the  traveller's  and  the  reader's  time  may  be 
much  more  profitably  employed,  than  on  the  mere  shows 
of  foreign  countries.  A  day  passed  among  the  crowds 
of  a  great  capital — in  the  streets — in  the  unvisited 
purlieus — ^in  the  markets — the  bazaars — wherever 
the  moving,  living  multitude  may  be  seen — is  more 
instructive,  ay,  and  more  amusing,  than  a  dozen 
of  days  spent  among  glittering  rooms  and  ginger- 
bread pleasure-gardens ;  and  he  who  could  faith- 
fiiUy  describe  what  he  sees  in  such  scenes,  would 
make  a  more  attractive  book,  and  deserve  better  of 
his  country,  than  all  the  marvel-hunters  that  ever 
wrote.  A  single  hour  spent  in  the  heavy  vapours  of  an 
hospital,  or  in  the  cold  cells  of  a  public  prison — full 
of  sad  and  painful  thoughts  as  that  hour  may  be — 
will  give  more  real  insight  into  the  spirit  and  character 
of  a  nation,  than  can  be  drawn  from  whole  months 
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fiittered  away  among  the  thousand  artificial  sights 
which  the  idle  most  delight  in. 

That  we  are  using  a  wise  discretion  in  not  at- 
tempting a  minute,  day-by-day  description  of  St. 
Petersburg,  the  reader  will  himself  readily  admit,  on 
hearing  the  bare  names  of  all  the  places  he  would 
have  to  wander  through,  under  only  one  division  of 
its  sights — namely,  the  palaces.  First  would  come 
the  Winter  Palace^  which,  with  its  dependencies, 
forms  the  largest  royal  residence  in  Europe,  being 
capable  of  lodging  twelve  thousand  souls  ;  or  rather, 
it  was  capable  ;  for,  since  we  left  Russia,  it  has  un- 
fortunately been  burnt  down,  and  (such  is  Russian 
energy)  again  raised  from  its  ashes,  with  a  splendour 
scarcely  inferior  to  that  in  which  it  formerly  gloried. 

Next,  were  we  to  attempt  a  minute  description, 
would  follow  what  may  be  called  continuations  of  the 
palace  just  named,  the  Hermitage  and  Tlieatre  of 
the  Court  J  the  Marble  Palace  and  that  of  Constan- 
tine — all  on  the  Neva.  Even  without  leaving  the 
capital,  we  should  still  have,  in  addition  to  these,  a 
long  series  of  royal  residences  to  visit ;  such  as  the 
old  palace  Mikhailojff\  near  the  summer  garden, 
built  by  the  Emperor  Paul,  and  the  scene  of  his 
assassination — ^now  occupied  as  a  school  for  young 
engineers ;  the  Taurida  Palace  (in  the  Vosskrecen- 
skaia  street),  presented  by  Catherine  to  Potemkin 
for  conquering  the  Crimea,  but  afterwards  purchased 
by  government ;  the  new  palace  Mikhailoff  (be- 
tween the  old  one  of  the  same  name  and  the  Nefsko'i 
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Pfospddit),  finished  in  1832,  as  a  residence  for  the 
Grand  Duke  Michael,  brother  of  the  emperor ;  the 
Anitchkoff'Falace  (in  the  Nefskoi,  near  the  bridge  of 
the  Fontanka),  built  by  the  Empress  Elizabeth  in 
1748,  and  occupied  as  the  private  palace  of  the 
present  emperor.  Such  are  the  names  of  a  few  of 
the  palaces  in  the  capital.  On  the  islands,  or  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood,  are  the  Summer  Pa- 
lace of  the  late  emperor,  and  that  built  by  Nicholas ; 
Catharinenhofj  &c.  &c.  Peterhof,  a  favourite 
seat  of  the  emperor  on  the  bay  of  Cronstadt ;  and 
Tzarkoie-  Celo  (meaning  "  the  village  of  the  Tzar*') 
15  miles  on  the  Moscow  road,  are  familiar  to  all  who 
have  opened  a  book  on  Russia. 

Were  we  to  give  a  description  of  any  of  the  pa- 
laces, it  would  be  of  the  little  cottage  in  which  Peter 
the  Great  lived,  while  laying  the  foundations  and 
superintending  the  progress  of  his  new  capital.  Many 
reUcs  and  memorials  of  him  are  preserved  about  St. 
Petersburg,  as  well  as  at  Peterhof  and  Cronstadt ; 
but  this  is  by  far  the  most  interesting.  It  is  a  simple 
Scotch  "  but  and  a  ben,**  but  with  a  greater  profii- 
sion  of  mndows  than  Scotch  cottages  can  boast  of. 
The  small  sleeping-room  is  immediately  opposite  the 
entrance  ;  but  neither  in  it,  nor  in  the  other  rooms, 
is  door  or  ceiling  high  enough  for  a  tall  visiter.  It 
is  built  of  logs,  painted  to  resemble  bricks.  »  The 
walls  are  hung  with  coarse  canvas,  whitewashed; 
the  only  piece  of  luxury  being  round  the  doors,  which 
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are  ed^ed  with  a  pennywortii  of  ilowered  paper.  To 
preserve  thi^  modest  mao^oa  firom  decay,  a  good 
brick  hoose  has  been  bailt  roood  it ;  within  which  it 
nestles  as  dry  as  a  kernel  in  its  shelL  In  the  space 
between  the  cottage  and  its  case,  lies  a  Tery  appro- 
priate relic  of  the  iQastrioas  ^yprentiee  in  the  dock- 
yards of  Saardam — the  boat  boilt  by  his  own  hands, 
in  which  he  rowed  aboat  the  Xera  to  his  different 
works.  The  onlv  famitnre  in  the  room  are  a  few 
glass-cases,  with  rin^  lamps^  medals,  and  other 
remembrances  of  the  first  tenant,  all  under  charge  of 
an  old  soldier,  who  Utcs  by  selling  tapers  to  those  who 
worship  at  the  rude  shrine  standing  in  the  comer  of 
one  of  the  chambers. 

In  these  humble  rooms,  then,  scarcely  ten  feet 
square,  lived  the  great  founder  of  this  city  of  palaces  I 
Touched  by  the  simplicity  and  self-denial  manifested 
by  his  preference  of  this  plain  mansion,  we  were  about 
to  leave  the  spot  with  increased  admiration  for  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  men  that  ever  lived  ;  but,  as  we 
were  turning  away,  a  woman  in  respectable  mourning 
came  in.  She  was  in  deep  grief — bowed  herself  on 
her  knees  before  the  shrine,  and  with  sobs  smote  her 
forehead  to  the  dust.  It  was  a  mother  mourning  for 
her  son.  The  thought  now  struck  us,  that  he  whom 
we  had  just  called  "great,"  also  had  a  son,  but  the 
remembrance  of  that  son's  terrible  death,  made  us 
change  the  epithet  into  **  cruel.*' 

Could  the  prison-scenes  of  Alexei  Petrovitch,  reck- 
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len  dKmghhe  was,  be  blotted  from  histoiy,  the  name 
of  Peter  would  be  one  of  the  brightest  in  its  ample 


The  list  of  pnblic  edifices  in  St.  Petersburg  is 
larger  e^en  than  that  of  its  palaces.  There  are 
dmrdiesy  prisons,  hospitals,  cabinets,  libraries,  semi- 
naries, museums,  picture  galleries,  theatres,  barracks, 
&c  &c^  more  than  could  be  walked  through  in  a 
moDth,  or  read  of  in  a  week.  For  the  reasons  already 
given,  however,  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  describe 
the  whole  of  these :  all  that  is  here  proposed,  is  to 
notice  only  a  few  of  the  more  modem  and  most 
striking  sights.  Meanwhile  let  us  say  a  few  words 
of  the  general  impression  which  it  produces  on  the 
stranger. 

No  capital  of  Europe  surprises  so  much  as  St. 
Petersburg.  The  width  and  regularity  of  the  streets 
— ^the  long  lines  of  houses,  generally  of  uniform  plan, 
and  all  looking  as  if  new — the  breadth  and  solidity  of 
the  quays — the  stout  masonry  of  the  canals — the  ex- 
cellence of  the  pavement  and  the  comfort  of  the  foot- 
walk;  these  are  so  different  from  all  presented  by 
other  continental  cities,  that  the  stranger  is  literally 
amazed.  The  magnitude  of  the  scale  on  which 
every  thing  is  done,  and  the  solidity  of  much  (we  do 
not  say  aU)  that  has  been  reared,  admirably  cor- 
respond with  the  greatness  of  the  empire.  Another 
consideration  which  increases  the  stranger's  wonder, 
is  the  expenditure  which  they  must  have  occasioned. 
Stones  and  pillars,  many  tons  weight,  are  lavished  as 
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if  they  could  have  been  charmed  into  their  place  by 
a  word ;  but,  in  fact,  each  of  them  had  to  be  brought 
an  immense  distance,  at  enormous  expense.  That 
the  stranger  should  be  surprised  on  reflecting,  that  all 
this  has  been  done  in  so  short  a  time — ^has  risen  like  a 
vision  of  the  night — some  may  think  superfluous,  for  he 
has  been  well  prepared  for  it ;  yet  when  he  feels  him- 
self actually  in  the  midst  of  the  splendours  of  this 
new  city,  walking  upon  and  touching  them,  he  may 
be  excused  for  marvelling^  and  almost  for  doubting, 
whether  the  surrounding  scene  could  really  have 
been  but  a  neglected  marsh,  or  at  most,  a  fishing* 
village  of  poor  Fins,  little  more  than  a  himdred  years 
ago  I  Palaces,  cathedrals, — triumphal  arches,  and 
monumental  statues^  all  of  most  tasteful  design  and 
most  costly  workmanship,  standing  in  thick  and  fair 
array,  where  so  lately  the  nest  of  the  bittern  or  the 
floating  cradle  of  the  water-hen  were,  the  proudest 
works  of  architecture  I     It  must  be  a  dream  I 

One  point  which  particularly  excites  surprise  is, 
the  freshness,  the  seeming  newness  of  every  thing.  It 
is  not  as  in  the  ancient  capitals  of  Europe,  where  the 
eye  is  ofiended  by  whole  streets  of  houses  decaying 
and  out  of  order :  here,  things  have  not  had  time  to 
go  wrong ;  and,  what  is  more,  they  are  not  allowed  to 
d6  so.  The  plasterer's  trowel  and  the  painter's  brush 
are  set  to  work  every  year,  all  over  the  city.  Nor 
are  repjurs  left  to  the  caprice  or  indolence  of  the  indi- 
vidual proprietor.  Government  steps  in — ^for  in  this 
country,  government   does  every  thing — and   tells 
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him,  you  must  make  such  and  such  repairs.  Your 
Ukase  is  a  powerful  conservator.  It  can  create,  too, 
as  well  as  preserve ;  for  much  of  St.  Petersburg 
has  been  built  by  compulsion  :  it  would  never  have 
attained  half  its  present  magnitude,  but  for  the 
interference  of  the  authorities,  who  used  to  say,  in 
very  plain  terms,  "You  who  have  this  income  or 
that,  this  or  that  number  of  houses,  are  hereby  called 
upon  to  build  forthwith  so  many  more  ;  and  you  who 
have  but  half  of  what  your  neighbour  possesses,  must 
just  follow  with  half  of  what  he  is  put  down  for.'* 

Every  thing  connected  with  the  streets,  new  build- 
mgs,  &c.,  is  under  the  direction  of  a  Board,  without 
whose  sanction  it  is  not  allowed  to  make  any  altera- 
tion even  in  an  old  building.  No  man  can  follow  his 
own  plan  as  to  the  outside  of  a  house,  whatever  he 
may  do  within;  a  system  which  may  sometimes 
press  hard  on  individuals,  but  is  on  the  whole  a  good 
one,  preventing  those  monstrosities  with  which  other 
capitals  aboimd,  when  every  proprietor  is  left  to 
indulge  his  own  fantasies.  The  good  effect  of  this 
arbitrary  way  of  doing  things  is  well  shown  by  the 
handsome  foot-pavements.  These  English  luxuries 
are  so  rare  abroad,  that  we  were  not  prepared  to  find 
ahnost  every  street  here  well  furnished  with  them. 
Twenty  years  ago,  scarcely  one  was  to  be  seen ;  but 
the  mystery  was  explained,  when  we  were  told  that  it 
was  all  in  consequence  of  the  Emperor  Alexander's 
visit  to  London,  after  the  Peace,  when  he  was  so 
much  delighted  with  our  pavements  that,  the  moment 
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^  n^rann^i  «  (^fc^r  appmed,  enjoining  every 
pv^irtciv:^  ^^  'av  :3:e  tfLvcparii  in  fiont  of  his  house 
>*iUi  :ii^ib«^  h  >»dB»  v?f  9^  ^Tail  ID  remonstrate.  The 
yiariv  mi^)i(  :$a>r  cue  bis  iKaos  were  inadequate  to 
iKU  uiK\v{hNtxNt  vHic^y  ;  ht$  vant  of  means  could 
ik4  W  (H)t(  ttt  b«iiaiKV  wtdi  die  emperor^s  wishes. 
IIkmcv  w;k^  iK^  r^iw^h  btti  to  obey ;  fiM*  if  the  Sultan 
K^  bui  oiK^  >2k«  dttfe^w^r  lo  those  who  refuse  his  ap- 
y4kNiik>tt  t5>r  un«e>\  ""  CvHii{)jiance,  or  the  bastbado^" 
^%  KU  m^kghboor^  ({ite  Tsar>  widi  equal  brevity,  declares 
**  i>U\Ueuc\\  v.^  Siberia  r* 

'l^hNie  H>M^rs  have  ooc  onlv  done  much  towards 
iu)ipx\niuj;  the  look  and  cvmfort  cf  lus  capital,  but 
have  als\\  lo  a  vvrtaiu  e\^»lt»  been  auxiliary  in  re- 
^urttiiug  the  hdbit:^  of  his  $ab)ect&  Formerly,  scarcely 
a  wouiau  wa&  tv>  be  $eeu  in  the  streets  of  St.  Peters- 
burg ;  the  $tv>ue;^  were  so  roughs  or  the  mire  so  deep, 
that  the  poor  oreaturets^  could  not  venture  out.  They 
^i  s^tewing  at  home»  without  sun  or  air,  in  the  close 
unhealthy  atm^vsiphere  of  their  stoves,  with  cheeks  as 
white  as  plant:^  trained  in  darkness.  But  now,  since 
the  foot-pavements  have  enaUed  them  to  make  the 
wonderful  discovery  that  they  can  walk,  the  St.  Pe- 
tersburg ladies  come  boldly  abroad;  not  in  such 
numbers  as  the  fair  sex  of  other  countries,  but  still  in 
very  creditable  proportion,  considering  the  recent 
date  of  their  enfranchisement.  These  innovations 
have  also  enabled  them  to  make  another  agreeable  dis- 
covery— that  exercise  of  this  kind  gives  a  health  to 
the  frame  more  vigorous  than  that  derived  from  the 
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mdnight  waltz,  and  lends  a  bloom  to  the  cheek  more 
attractive  than  that  of  the  rouge  of  which  they  for- 
pierly  made  so  liberal  a  use. 

Every  country  has  a  style  of  architecture,  or,  if 
that  word  be  too  high,  of  building,  peculiar  to  itself; 
and  nowhere  is  the  style  of  each  more  conspicuous 
than  in  its  capital.  Russia  also  has  a  style  of  its 
own  ;  but  there  is  little  of  it  seen  in  St.  Petersburg. 
He  who  comes  here  expecting  to  find  something 
national  and  characteristic  in  the  general  appearance  of 
the  houses,  will  be  completely  disappointed :  except 
for  the  churches,  a  stranger,  in  walking  through  it, 
might  suppose  himself  in  some  new  city  of  Italy,  of 
France,  or  of  Germany ;  for  it  has  a  little  of  the  man- 
ners of  each  of  these  countries ;  being  precisely  such 
a  place  as  would  be  made  by  taking  the  large  plain 
houses  of  the  Rvs  de  la  Paixy  of  Paris,  or  of  the  new 
streets  of  Frankfort,  and  uniting  them  in  straight 
endless  streets  with  some  of  the  ornamental  buildings 
of  the  different  towns  of  Italy.  Little  wonder  that 
it  has  not  a  Russian  look ;  for  until  lately,  no  Russian 
had  any  share  in  adorning  it :  not  only  the  palaces 
but  all  the  streets  were  built  by  foreign^  chiefly 
Italian,  architects. 

Among  the  various  surprises  excited  by  St.  Peters- 
burg, the  greatest  of  any  felt  by  the  stranger  is — 
that  it  should  have  been  built  here  at  all.  Whatever 
the  city  may  have  gained  in  strength  against  an 
enemy,  by  being  placed  in  this  position,  it  has  lost  in 
seciurity  from  inundations,  as  well  as  in  beauty.  The 
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object  of  its  founder  in  planting  it  among  inaccessible 
swampSy  was  to  render  it  more  safe  from  his  active 
foes ;  but  the  ground  is  so  low  that  the  Neva  at  times 
sweeps  irresistibly  over  a  great  part  of  the  city.  The 
inundations  have  often  risen  so  high  as  to  threaten 
the  complete  submersion  of  the  finest  quarters.  In 
1828,  the  waters  raged  over  every  barrier,  and  occa- 
sioned great  loss,  not  only  of  property,  but  of  life* 
The  tzar  wept  like  a  child  when  he  looked  from  his 
palace  windows,  and  saw  the  disastrous  spectacle. 
The  height  to  which  the  waters  reached  in  many 
of  the  most  crowded  streets,  is  still  shown  by  a 
line  on  the  houses,  especially  in  the  Vassilii-island, 
where  the  destruction  was  dreadful.  Eyewitnesses 
say,  that  the  heaps  of  dead  bodies  taken  from  the 
houses,  and  piled  up  till  the  water  should  retire,  and 
permit  the  earth  to  receive  them,  formed  the  most 
appalling  sight  they  ever  beheld — melancholy  monu- 
ments of  their  "  great  **  emperor*s  energy  and  rash- 
ness.  Had  he  but  gone  ten  miles  ftirther  up  the 
river,  a  site  would  have  been  found  fully  as  advan- 
tageous for  commerce,  the  stream  being  navigable  all 
the  way,  and  much  more  safe  ;  the  height  of  the 
banks  above  the  water  being  such  that  no  flood  can 
overflow  them. 

What  a  place  would  St.  Petersburg  have  become 
in  a  situation  presenting  greater  natural  beauties  I 
It  would  then  have  been  the  most  beautiful  city  in 
the  world ;  now  it  is  only  the  most  wonderful. 

Yet  the  beauty  and  regularity  of  this  capital  be- 
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come  less  wonderfiil  when  we  consider  how  different 
its  origin  has  been  from  that  of  others.  Other  cities 
kve  grown  up  at  random,  from  small  beginnings. 
They  are  the  work  of  centuries;  each  succeeding 
improyer  has  to  contend  against,  or  remove,  what 
has  been  done  by  his  predecessors.  But  St.  Peters- 
burg is  the  creation  of  a  day ;  and  having  been  begun 
at  once  on  a  great  and  regular  plan,  its  beautifiers 
have  only  had  to  add  to  what  was  done,  not  to  undo. 
Nor  are  they  hampered  by  what  in  many  continental 
cities  renders  improvements  impossible, — ^an  insur- 
mountable line  of  fortifying  walls,  whose  narrow  limits 
forbid  our  modem  Augustuses  to  convert  narrow 
alleys  and  ten-story  houses  into  spacious  squares  and 
gardened  villas.  St.  Petersburg  never  had  nor 
needed  walls.  The  batteries  of  Cronstadt  and  the 
shallow  mouths  of  the  Neva  are  the  best  bulwarks  in 
the  world.  So  long  as  these  remain,  there  will  be  no 
need  of  walls  to  keep  this  city  from  going  on  increas- 
ing, till  the  very  waters,  which  now  constitute  its  best 
defence  from  the  foe,  shall  at  last  sweep  over  it  in 
scorn. 

The  Russian  capital  has  filled  the  nations  with 
wonder  by  its  sudden  rise :  is  it  to  fill  them  with 
greater  wonder  by  its  yet  more  sudden  fall  ?  Shall 
the  proud  monarch  of  the  north  hear  it  said  of  his 
darling  seat,  as  was  said  to  the  repining  prophet  of  the 
gourd  which  had  made  him  so  **  exceeding  glad, 
"  It  came  up  in  a  night,  and  perished  in  a  night  I 
Such  a  calamity,  if  we  may  believe  those  who  have 
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long  resided  here,  is  by  no  means  improbable.  Even 
if  spared  by  the  flames,  which  in  Russia  soon  lay 
cities  low,  it  is  so  liable  to  sufler  from  inundations, 
that  it  may  one  day  be  necessary  to  abandon  it 
altogether. 


CHAPTER  Vir. 

THE  NEVA  ;   AND  GENERAL  VIEW  FROM  ISAAC's  BRIDGE. 

AuractioDsofilieriver — Compared  with  tlie  Tim mes — The  great  bridge 
— MagniliceDt  prospect — Ceneial  sketch  of  the  city  from  this  point 
— The  public  buildings  withio  view— Divisioia  of  the  city — Ita  pro- 
gKM — The  islands — The  quays — Want  of  trees. 

In  attempting  to  give  a  general  idea  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, we  would  begin  with  its  finest  and  most  distin- 
guishing feature  —  the  Neva  ;  the  noblest  of  city 
rivers. 

Englishmen  are  proud  of  the  Thames  ;  and  with 
reason.  It  is  a  noble  river ;  but  will  not  compare 
with  the  Neva.  The  one  flows  smooth  and  voiceless, 
ifiaid  to  disturb  the  slumbers  of  the  aldermen  who 
are  its  masters,  and  keep  it  in  awe ;  the  other  rushes 
Bwifl  as  the  tempest — roars  like  an  untamed  savage, 
fresh  from  his  native  deserts,  caring  neither  for  citi- 
I  len  nor  emperor,  who  have  in  vain  tried  to  subdue 
I  him.  The  spirit  of  old  Father  Thames  is  broken  by 
the  insults  we  have  heaped  upon  him  ;  ugly  black  lines 
of  mud  defile  his  shores  ;  we  turn  the  ends  and  backs 
of  our  houses  to  him,  as  if  he  were  not  worth  looking 
at,  and  set  down  such  buttresses  of  masonry  to  support 
the  bridges  across  him,  that  he  cannot  move  them 
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even  in  his  fury.  Instead  of  displaying  banners  along 
his  banks^  and  doing  all  we  can  to  make  him  sensible 
of  his  importance  and  our  gratitude,  we  affiront  him  in 
the  most  atrocious  manner ;  hanging  out  dyers'  poles 
and  washerwomen's  ropes,  with  old  linen,  flannel  petti- 
coats, and  other  unutterable  tatterdemalion  things, 
fluttering  so  insultingly  in  the  breeze,  that  the  poor 
river  skulks  along  in  shame,  glad  to  hide  his  head 
among  the  brewers*  vats  of  South  wark,  or  underground 
in  Mr.  Brunei's  tunnel — any  where  to  be  out  of  sight 
But  the  Neva  asserts  his  privileges,  and  is  ho- 
noured with  becoming  respect.  The  emperor  himself 
rears  his  beautiful  palace  on  his  banks,  unfurls  his 
proudest  banner  in  his  honour,  and  does  all  he  can  to 
coax  him  into  good  humour  ;  bringing  sweet  flowers 
to  please  him  with  their  perfume,  spreading  trees  to 
shade  him  from  the  sun,  and  costly  statues  to  adorn 
his  path.  Nor  are  the  citizens  ashamed  to  come  and 
look  at  him,  but  have  built  strong  walls  along  his 
banks,  as  costly  as  palaces,  supporting  broad  ave- 
nues, corresponding  to  his  own  majesty,  and  long 
lines  of  splendid  mansions,  from  whose  windows  it  is 
the  pride  of  the  richest  and  the  fairest  to  look  on  his 
ample  tide  ;  while,  instead  of  insulting  him,  by  block- 
ing up  his  bed  with  pillars  that  cannot  be  shaken, 
they  every  autumn  clear  the  way  for  him,  by  remov- 
ing the  bridges  which,  in  his  vernal  joy,  he  would  take 
very  good  care  to  remove  for  himself.  In  return  for 
this  courtesy  of  theirs,  he  lays  himself  calmly  down  to 
rest  when  winter  comes,  and  allows  his  children  to 
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dance  and  sing,  and  play  upon  his  breast,  throughout 
the  long  slumber  that  will  again  give  him  vigour  to 
bring  them  bread  and  wealth — gold  and  rich  argosies 
— ^in  summer. 

The  Neva  enters  the  sea  by  many  branches,  along 
all  ci  which,  portions  of  this  great  capital  or  of  its 
suburbs  are  built ;  but  the  only  one  with  which  we 
have  to  do  is  the  principal  one,  called  the  Grand 
Neva,  on  which  stand  the  finest  parts  of  the  city. 
The  chief  point  is  at  the  Isaac  Bridge,  which  passes 
from  Isaac  Square  on  the  mainland,  to  the  rich  and 
populous  quarter  built  on  the  Vassilii-ostroff  (^BasiPs 
isle)j  which,  firom  its  size  and  importance,  is  termed, 
pre-eminently,  the  Island.  This  square,  which  is 
adorned  with  Peter's  statue,  the  admiralty,  the  cathe- 
dral of  St.  Isaac,  the  senate-house,  &c.,  and  unites  with 
the  admiralty  square,  may  be  called  the  heart,  of  St. 
Petersburg,  all  the  great  lines  from  the  remotest  ex- 
tremities centring  in  it  more  or  less  directly. 

The  bustle  and  gaiety  always  seen  on  the  bridge, 
irom  the  crowds  of  pedestrians  and  showy  equipages 
constantly  moving  on  it,  or  on  the  quays  stretching 
right  and  left,  make  it  one  of  the  most  attractive 
stations  in  the  whole  city.  The  bridge  itself,  built 
entirely  on  boats,  is  not  the  least  curious  object. 
Though  fully  one  thousand  and  fifty  feet  long,  and 
about  sixty  wide,  it  is  entirely  of  wood — ^not  painted 
white  and  handsome,  however^  like  the  wooden 
bridges  in  other  countries,  but  rough  and  dark-looking. 
The  roadway  is  of  squared  logs,  enormously  thick ; 
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they  are  left  quite  naked,  without  gravel  or  compo- 
sition of  any  kind  over  them.   Though  only  a  bridge 
of  boats f  it  is  not  so  low  as  that  term  would  lead  some 
to  suppose.    The  huge  beams,  slanting  upwards  from 
twenty  boats,  or  rather  pontoons,  anchored  in  the 
river,  are  so  long  that  they  elevate  the  roadway  neariy 
to  the  height  of  ordinary  bridge-paths.   Though  very 
strongly  moored,  the  pontoons  are  kept  in  their  places 
with  great  difficulty,  owing  to  the  violence  of  the 
current,  which  occasions  a  loose  rocking  motion^  per- 
ceptible in  passing  from  one  joint  to  another;  but 
the  work  is  secure  enough  to  support  any  number  of 
the  heaviest  waggons  that  could  find  room  upon  it ; 
the  yielding  of  the  boats  being  in  favour  of  its 
strength.     The  enormous  joints  can  all  be  floated 
away  separately ;  each  pontoon  carrying  oflT  its  own 
share  of  the  roadway.  Some  of  them  are  taken  to  the 
side  at  two  o'clock  every  morning,  to  let  ships  pass  to 
the  custom-house,  where  they  unload  under  the  eye 
of  the  officers ;  and  every  year,  before  the  ice  forms, 
they  are  all  removed ;  because,  if  left,  the  floating 
ice,  when  summer  arrives,  would  destroy  them.     All 
communication   between  the  opposite  banks   is,  of 
course,  interrupted  until  the  ice  is  fully  formed ;  after 
which  the  whole  river  is  a  bridge,  and  a  fair,  too ; 
games  and  festivities  of  all  kinds  being  carried  on 
upon  its  bosom  throughout  the  long  winter.      There 
is  again  an  anxious  interruption  when  the  thaw  begins, 
till  the  floating  ice  has  cleared  away  sufficiently  to 
permit  the  re-establishment  of  the  bridge.     These 
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mtemiptions  occasion  such  a  serious  break  to  the  in- 
tercourse both  of  trade  and  of  friendship,  that  it  has 
kmg  been  projected  to  build  a  stone  bridge  at  this 
point;  but  there  are  difficulties  to  be  surmounted, 
which,  as  well  as  the  great  expense,  have  always 
letarded  the  execution,  and  left  to  the  present  em- 
peror the  glory  of  adding  one  beautiful  monument 
more  to  the  many  that  adorn  his  capital.  It  is  be- 
fieved  that,  when  other  projects  shall  allow  him 
leisure,  he  will  build  not  only  a  bridge  of  stone,  but 
also  complete  the  quays  which  are  still  unfinished.  The 
great  depth  of  the  Neva,  in  many  places  said  to  be 
at  least  fifty  feet,  and  the  flatness  of  its  banks,  render 
it  difficult  to  lay  a  sufficient  foundation,  either  for  the 
pillars  of  a  stone  structure,  or  for  the  piers  of  a  sus- 
pension bridge. 

We  have  mentioned  this  bridge  so  particularly, 
because  it  is  to  it  that  we  would  beg  the  reader  to 
accompany  us,  as  the  point  best  suited  for  enabling 
him  to  form  a  general  idea  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  of 
the  position  of  its  principal  ornaments.  Standing 
with  the  face  up  the  river,  we  have,  1st,  The  main- 
land on  the  right  j  2d,  the  VassiliU  Ostroff  on  the 
left ;  and,  3d,  farther  up  the  river.  Trinity  Island, 
separated  firom  the  Vassilii  by  a  very  wide  arm  of 
the  stream.  On  the  third  division  stands  what  is 
called  the  Old  city :  it  was  the  part  first  built  by 
Peter ;  and  here  his  cottage,  already  mentioned,  still 
remains*  It  has  become  the  most  desolate-looking 
poitioii  of  the  whole.     It  is  now  united  to  the  main- 
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land  by  the  enormous  moveable  bridge  of  Troitskoi, 
which  is  2456  feet  long.  At  first,  however,  all 
building  was  confined  to  the  two  islands.  No  one 
thought  of  taking  up  his  quarters  on  terra  firma  till 
1705,  two  years  after  the  first  foundations  of  old 
St  Petersburg  were  laid;  but  the  example  being  ] 
once  given,  the  buildings  increased  so  rapidly,  tha|  j 
the  quarter  on  the  mainland  soon  became,  and  is  ! 
still,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  splendid  of  the  1 
capital. 

Having  thus  explained  the  general  position  of  the 
three  principal  divisions  of  the  city,  we  may  next 
mention  some  of  their  particular  ornaments.     Such  a 
view  as  now  lies  around  us  can  seldom  be  equalled 
Nearly  all  the  finest  objects  of  thp  capital  are  within 
sight.     On  either  hand  are  the  magnificent  quays, 
adorned  by  long  lines  of  buildings,   rivalling  the 
finest  in  Europe ;    the  public   structures   mingling 
harmoniously  with,  but  scarcely  outshining,  those  ci 
the    rich    private    citizens.       The    Vassilii    quay, 
stretching  only  a  short  way  up  the  river,  but  ex- 
tending for  miles  down  toward  the  sea,  is  adorned 
with  the  Academy  of  Arts,  the  Mining  College,  the 
College  of  Cadets,  &c.,  all  handsome,  with  lines  of 
strt>ots  behind  them,  penetrating  far  away  to  the 
other  side  of  the  island.     Up  the  river,  and  round 
the  Strolka  (battery)   point,    are   the  Academy  of 
jH^ionivs,   the  Exchange,    the   Custom-house,    the 
Kvvi^tral  Columns,  with  dense  masses  of  shipping  in 
tKmt.     In  old  St  Petersburg  are  seen  the  imposing 
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i^citadely  containing  the  cathedral  of  St.  Peter  and  St. 

Ftoly  surmounted  by  a  lofty  gilded  spire.     Behind 

^-ttis,   among  the  mazy  branches  of  the  river,   lie 

jmnerous  other  islands,  Peirofski,  Krestofski  (isle 

hfBfihe  Cross),  lelaghine^  Kammenoi  (^Stone  island)^ 

rimd  Apothecaries  Island^  with  its  botanic  garden, 

fad  nearly  4000  feet  of  glass-houses :  but  these  are 

ill  out  of  sight  from  the  point  where  we  now  stand. 

The  whole  of  the  islands  of  St.  Petersburg  are  of 

considerable   size ;    not    little  rocks   like  those   of 

iStockholm,  but  wide  flats  covering  many  acres — in 

one  instance  several  miles.     What  a  contrast  they 

present  to  the  romantic  islets  of  the  Malar  I 

Crossing  the  river  to  the  right,  the  eye  rests  on 
Ae  most  splendid  part  of  all — the  fair  line  of  royal 
dwellings  already  mentioned,  beginning  in  the 
distance  with  the  Marble,  and  ending  with  the 
Winter  Palace,  where  the  splendid  buildings  of  the 
Admiralty  begin;  all  of  which  together  present  to 
the  view  a  full  mile  of  the  most  beautiful  architcc- 
tore  in  the  world,  scarcely  broken  the  whole  way, 
from  the  admired  railing  of  the  Summer-garden  down 
to  the  end  of  the  bridge,  where,  as  already  stated, 
stands  the  Isaac  square,  encircled  by  so  many  orna- 
ments. From  this  square,  the  eye,  travelling  down 
the  stream,  takes  in  the  whole  of  the  English  quay, 
ecHnposed  of  a  line  of  most  elegant  houses,  occupied 
by  the  principal  nobility,  the  English  merchants,  the 
groat  bankers,  the  club-houses,  the  English  factory, 
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&c^  with  storehouses  and  other  government  struc- 
tures innumerable,  in  the  distant  outskirts  about  the 
mouth  of  the  river. 

This  is  but  a  mere  outline,  a  most  meager  sketch 
of  some  of  the  objects  seen  from  the  bridge.  As 
yet  we  have  mentioned  only  those  on  the  river ;  but 
fiup  off  also^  wherever  the  eye  may  wander,  especially 
towards  our  right,  where  the  city  with  its  long 
streets  spreads  backward  for  miles,  objects  of  mag- 
nificence and  beauty  are  seen.  The  number  of 
gleaming  domes,  many  pealing  forth  their  sweetest 
tones,  rising  over  miles  of  land  and  island,  is  count- 
less. The  great  part  of  the  shipping,  we  have  said, 
is  out  of  sight,  round  the  Vassilii  point :  here  are 
only  the  arrivals'  of  the  day,  waiting  by  the  bridge 
till  the  hour  of  opening. 

No  large  vessels  being  ever  allowed  to  discharge 
their  cargoes  on  the  principal  quays,  they  are  al- 
ways free  from  confusion,  and  the  margins  of  the 
river  are  thus  not  so  much  encumbered  with  ship- 
ping, as  to  diminish  its  noble  breadth.  Barges,  piled 
high  with  charcoal,  or  other  kinds  of  fuel — huge  ves- 
sels with  stones  for  some  public  building — long 
clumsy  structures,  with  open  sides,  for  fishmongers 
and  washerwomen — compose  the  floating  tenantry  of 
the  river's  edge  j  but,  numerous  though  they  may 
be,  they  form  but  a  slender  line  on  each  side,  com- 
pared with  the  ample  stream.  Its  bosom,  however,  is 
continually  enlivened  by  numerous  pleasure-boats, 
gaudily  adorned,  shooting  in  every  direction^  some 
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bstening  up  from  the  bay,  some  from  the  large 
bnflding-yards,  where  ships  are  seen  in  progress  at 
nrious  stations  along  the  river,  and  some  conveying 
gay  parties  to  visit  their  friends  on  the  opposite 
'  bank.  The  great  bridges  being  too  far  apart  to  suf- 
fice for  the  intercourse  of  such  a  large  population, 
crowds  of  trim  ferry-boats  are  constantly  plying  at 
different  points. 

Beautiful  as  the  view  which  we  have  been  enjoy- 
bg  on  the  grand  Neva  certainly  is,  it  has  one  great 
defect — ^want  of  trees.  Some  are  seen,  but  not  nearly 
enough.  A  line  of  foliage  along  the  quays  would  be 
an  immense  improvement  to  them,  and  most  welcome 
to  the  eye.  The  houses  now  look  too  harsh,  too  cold. 
Miles  of  stone  and  window-glass  fatigue,  even  when 
the  architectural  combinations  are  faultless.  The 
Chiaja,  at  Naples,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  lines 
of  building  in  Europe ;  but  without  the  fresh  verdure 
of  the  Villa  Reale  running  parallel  to  it,  it  would  be 
insupportable.  To  drive  along  it,  day  after  day, 
without  some  relief,  would  bum  the  eyes  from 
their  sockets.  What  then  must  he  the  eflTect  of 
Ae  verdureless  splendours  of  St.  Petersburg  ? 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

GLANCE   AT   THE    MONUMENTS,    CHURCHES,     AND 
STATISTICS    OF    ST.    PETERSBURG. 

Alexander's  Column,  the  finest  monument  in  the  world — Singular 
anecdote  of  Russian  obedience — Equestrian  statue  of  Peter  the 
Great — Passion  of  the  Russians  for  monuments  of  this  kind — 
Russian  churches — General  description — Feelings  excited  by  their 
splendour — Trophies  from  the  French  and  Turks  preserved  in  them^ 
Too  much  gilding — Pictures — Reverence  for  them — New  cathedral  of 
St.  Isaac — Convent  of  St.  Alexander  Nefsky — Cathedral  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul — Tombs  of  Peter  and  the  Tzars — Cathedral  of  our  Lady 
of  Kasan — Foreign  churches — Other  public  buildings — Size  and 
population — Manufactures — Exports  and  Imports. — Great  manufa^ 
tory  at  Alexandrofsky — General  Wilson  —Porcelain  and  glass  manu- 
tories. 

Turning  away  from  our  bridge,  let  us  now 
survey  some  other  portions  of  this  fair  city. 

There  are  few  squares  in  St.  Petersburg ;  where 
all  the  streets  are  wide  and  airy,  they  are  less  wanted 
than  among  the  narrow  alleys  of  other  capitals.  It 
contains,  however,  many  open  spaces^  surrounded 
with  fine  buildings ;  but  they  scarcely  correspond 
with  the  usual  ideas  of  a  place.  The  most  beautiful 
of  these  is  tljat  which  divides  the  Winter  Palace,  &c« 
from  the  Nefskoi  quarter.    It  is  adorned  with  what  we 
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do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  the  finest  monument  in 
die  world. 

In  no  part  of  Europe  have  we  seen  any  thing 
worthy  of  being  compared  with  the  remarkable  pillar 
lately  erected  here,  in  honour  of  the  Emperor  Alexan- 
dtf.      If  we  admire  Napoleon's  column  in  Paris,  or 
the  MelviUe  column  in  Edinburgh,  composed  of  sepa- 
rate stones  put  together  in  the  usual  way,  what  shall 
we  say  of  this  stupendous  work,  which  consists  of 
ooly  one  stone,  and  yet  is  considerably  larger  than 
those  monuments?  its  height,   if  we  are  correctly 
informed,  including  the   Bgure  on   the  top,  being 
exactly  154  feet,  and  its  diameter  la  feet*     It  is  a 
round  column,  of  mottled  red  granite,  from  the  quar- 
ries of  Pytterlax,  in  Finland,  140  miles  from  St. 
Petersburg.     The  stone  is  very  like  the  beautiful 
granite  of  Peterhead,  in  Scotland,  but  darker,  and 
susceptible  of  even  a  higher  polish. 

We  have  never  seen  any  thing  that  attracted 
us  so  much.  It  is  the  perfection  of  monumental 
architecture.  There  is  no  frippery ;  there  is 
something  sublime  in  its  simplicity.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  gaze   on  it  without   emotion.     You  never 


*  In  some  accounts,  the  height  is  given  as  only  150  feet.  The  Paris 
column  is  140  feet  high ;  the  Edinburgh  one  is  136  feet  4  inches  high, 
or,  including  the  figure,  152  feet,  with  a  diameter  of  12  feet  2  inches  at 
the  base,  and  10  feet  6  inches  at  top  ;  while  Trajan's  column  at  Rome, 
on  which  it  is  modelled,  is  1 13  feet  9  inches  high.  Antonine's  column 
was  172)  feet  in  heigtit,  and  12  feet  3  inches  in  diameter.  The  Monu- 
ment in  London  is  the  highest  of  all,  being  202  feet  from  the  paye. 
neot;  the  diameter  is  15  feet. 
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think  of  asking  to  whom  it  is  raised ;   it  hn  i 
interest   quite    distinct    from  any  association  ^ndii 
him  whose  memory  it  honours.     You  view  it  menlj 
as  a  triumph  of  human  power,  which  could  tear  socib 
a  mass  from  the  reluctant  rock,  transport  it  so  greit 
a  distance,  and,  under  so  many  difficulties,  carve,  nd 
mould,  and  polish  it  into  one  smooth  shaft,  then  pmae 
the  huge  weight  as  lightly  as  a  feather,  and  plant  it 
here,  to  be  the  admiration  of  ages. 

This  pillar  is  founded  on  massive  blocks  of  gramte, 
and  has  a  pedestal  and  capital  of  bronze,  made 
from  the  cannon  taken  in  the  recent  wars  with  the 
Turks.  It  is  the  largest  stone  ever  cut^  either  in 
ancient  or  modern  times.  The  shaft  alone  is  eighty- 
four  feet  high.  On  its  top  stands  a  bronze  statue  of 
Religion,  in  the  act  of  blessing  the  surrounding  city. 
The  head  of  this  figure  stoops  so  imgracefully  below  the 
higher  part  of  the  half-expanded  wings,  that,  in  some 
positions,  it  looks  a  headless  trunk.  The  usual  prac- 
tice of  placing  on  the  top  the  statue  of  the  hero  to 
whom  the  monument  is  dedicated,  has  been  here  de- 
parted from,  out  of  deference  to  a  word  uttered  by 
Alexander,  when  passing  the  column  of  the  Place 
Vendome,  before  the  now-restored  statue  of  Napo- 
leon had  been  removed  from  its  giddy  eminence. 
"  God  forbid,'*  said  he,  "  that  ever  /  should  occupy 
such  a  post  I  There  is  something  of  profanity  in  thus 
exalting  any  human  being,  to  be  worshipped,  as  it 
were,  by  his  fellow-creatures." 

This  unrivalled  monument  is  a  remarkable  proof 
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the  bold  and  original  taste  of  the  present  emperor : 
the  idea  of  it  began  solely  with  him.     But  if  it 
^jtidte  our  admiration  so  strongly,  even  as  it  now  is, 
iriiat  would  have  been  thought  of  it  had  it  been 
niaed  here  of  the  full  height  in  which  it  was  cut 
from  the  quarry  ?     The  history  is  enough  to  drive  one 
mad ;  and  it  did  very  nearly  drive  the  emperor  that 
length.      Orders  had  been  given  to  the  director  of 
the  quarries,  to  try  and  extract  one  solid  mass,  fit  to 
be  hewn  into  a  column  of  a  certain  length*     The 
operation  was  begun  with  slight  hopes  of  success.    It 
was  deemed  impossible   ever  to  obtain  one  stone 
of  such  a  size.     Ministers,  generals,  princes,  the 
whole  court,  were  in  anxiety  about  what  the  moun- 
tain should  bring  forth ;  when,  at  last, — who  shall 
describe  their  joy  ? — a  courier  arrives  with  the  happy 
tidings,  that,  for  once,  the  labours  of  the  mountain 
had  not  ended  in  disappointment.     Expectation  was 
eyen  surpassed ;  for,  in  place  of  eighty-four  feet,  a 
mass  had  been  separated  nearly  one  hundred  feet 
long.      There  were   no  bounds  to  the  delight  in- 
spired by  the  news.      St.  Petersburg  would  now 
boast  of  a  monument  that  might  challenge  the  world. 
But,  alast   there  was  a  postscript  to  this  famous 
letter.     The  director  had  been  ordered  to  get  a 
stone    eighty-four    feet    long ;   and   as   in   Russia 
they  are  not  in  the  habit  of  giving  a  man  much  cre- 
dit for  departing  from  the  very  letter  of  an  imperial 
mandate — and  it  being  a  bad  precedent  to  allow  any 
fimctionary  to  think  for  himself — the  zealous  man  of 
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stones  added,  that  he  was  now  busy  sawing  awtqi 
the  superfluous  fourteen  feet  Here  was  a  pleasant 
piece  of  implicit  obedience  I  The  emperor  was  in 
despair;  but  as  it  is  not  his  custom  to  commission 
others  to  do  things  which  may  be  better  done  by 
himself,  he  posted  away  immediately,  in  hopes  of  stiU 
saving  his  unexpected  treasure  ;  and,  as  good  ludc 
would  have  it,  arrived  just  in  time — to  see  the  fiur 
fragment  tumble  off. 

The  expense  of  this  monument  was  very  great 
To  say  nothing  of  the  cost  of  transport^  one  hundred 
men  laboured  on  it  for  some  years  after  its  arrivaL 
Not  the  least  expensive  part  was  the  raising  of  it, 
when  finished,  into  its  present  position.  As  a 
specimen  of  the  great  skill  which  the  Russians  have 
acquired  in  applying  mechanical  powers,  it  is  worth 
mentioning  that  it  was  swung  into  its  place  in  the 
sKort  space  of  fifty-four  minutes.  The  whole  popu- 
lation of  the  capital  were  present  (August,  1832)  to 
see  the  ceremony.  M.  de  Montferrand,  the  archi- 
tect, is  a  native  of  France,  but  must  have  had  some 
lessons  in  mechanics  from  his  adopted  countrymen ; 
for  in  Pans,  the  other  day,  they  took  several  hours 
to  raise  the  poor  little  obelisk  of  Luxor,  which 
would  not  make  a  little  finger  to  this  Russian 
giant 

In  honouring  his  predecessor  with  a  monument 
of  this  description,  the  emperor  may  have  been 
prompted  by  a  wish  to  excel  the  boasted  feat  of  the 
emj»        '^  'Herine,  who  selected  for  the  base   of 
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llie  Equestrian  Statue  of  Peter  the  Qreat^  a  large 
nasB  of  grayish  rock,  lying  in  the  middle  of  marshes. 
It  such  a  distance  from  St  Petersburg,  that  every 
one  believed  it  impossible  to  transport  it  thither. 
In  its  native  bed  it  was  sunk  fifteen  feet  in  the 
gnmnd ;  on  being  raised  from  which,  before  reaching 
die  sea,  it  had  a  journey  of  nearly  six  miles  to  make, 
\fj  a  road  ingeniously  constructed  for  the  occasion ; 
after  which  it  had  a  voyage  of  eight  miles  to  the  spot 
lAich  it  now  occupies.      Two  small  pieces  are  joined 
to  the  largest  block,  which  weighs  upwards  of  fifteen 
hundred  tons.     It  is  a  rough  irregular  mass,  forty- 
three  feet  long,  twenty-one  broad,  and  thirteen  high 
in  firont,  from  which  it  slopes  gradually  backwards. 
The  inscription  is  beautifully  simple  :   Petro  primo 
Catharina  secunda^   1782.     Peter  is   seen   riding 
gallantly  up  this  rock,  in  the  ancient  costume  of 
Muscovy, — which,  with  a  short  mantle  flowing  from 
his  shoulders,   has  a  very  classical  efiect.     He  is 
without  stirrups,  and  is  so  busy  getting  his  steed  to 
trample  on  the  hydra  of  rebellion  writhing  beneath 
his  feet^  that  he  does  not  perceive  the  brink  of  the 
precipice  till  he   is   about   to  be  plunged   over  it. 
Ever  calm  and  fearless  in  peril,  he  checks  his  horse 
as  if  by  a  wish,  and  pauses  with  the  greatest  self- 
possession,  to  beckon  into  existence  the  proud  city 
which  was  to  bear  his  name.      The  effect  of  the 
whole  monument  is  certainly  good ;  but  the  marvels 
of  the  rock  it  stands  upon  have   been  too  much 
trumpeted :  one  is  disappointed  to  find  that  it  is 
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merely  a  good-sized  block,  scarcely  higher  than  the 
pedestal  of  oiir  own  Charles  at  Charing-cross.  It  is 
said  to  have  sunk  considerably  of  late. 

Men  are  always  most  eager  about  what  is  most 
difficult  to  be  obtained.  The  Russians  have  a  passion 
for  these  mountains  of  granite,  probably  because 
there  is  not  a  stone  bigger  than  a  molehill  within 
sight  of  their  capital.  If  common  materials  could  be 
procured  at  little  expense,  they  would  build  monu- 
ments Uke  other  people ;  but  since  stones  may  not 
be  had  for  thousands,  they  must  transport  whole 
rocks  at  the  expense  of  tens  of  thousands.  In 
Norway  and  Sweden,  which  are  strewed  as  thick 
with  rocks  as  other  countries  are  with  furze-bushes, 
they  build  every  thing  of  wood. 

A  foreigner  is  more  struck  by  the  strength  and 
durability  of  the  two  monuments  now  described,  on 
looking  at  the  crumbling  plaster-work  of  the  city  in 
which  they  stand.  Could  we  suppose  St.  Peters- 
burg deserted  by  its  inhabitants,  and  left  without  a 
repairing  hand  only  for  a  single  century,  how  much 
of  it  would  remain  standing?  The  handful  of 
bronze  and  adamant  of  its  founder's  monument, 
Alexander's  column,  the  granite  embankments  of 
the  Neva,  and  a  few  pillars  in  some  of  the  churches, 
rearing  their  heads  among  indistinguishable  heaps 
of  decay,  would  probably  be  all  that  would  survive 
to  tell  that  here  was  a  city. 

The  churches,  though  not  in  general  composed  of 
such  imperishable  materials  as  the  monuments  just 
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mentioned,  are  well  worthy  of  notice.  They  are  so 
mimerous,  however,  that  any  other  than  a  mere 
albision,  and  that  only  to  a  few  of  them,  would  be 
impossible  in  a  work  of  this  nature.  If  the  ta^te 
displayed  in  them  be  often  questionable,  their  splen^ 
dour  none  will  deny.  The  first  entrance  of  a 
foreigner  into  a  Russian  church  is  a  moment  of 
complete  surprise.  As  soon  as  the  threshold  is 
crossed,  the  vast  space  enclosed  by  lofty  roof  and 
long  aisle  is  one  blaze  of  light,  which  is  thrown  back 
with  new  lustre  from  the  pure  marble  below.  There 
18  nothing  to  break  the  fine  proportion  of  the  archi- 
tecture— neither  chair  nor  bench  of  any  kind.  The 
eye  wanders  in  rapture,  from  pavement  to  keystone, 
without  a  single  object  to  mar  the  effect,  except 
peihaps  some  lonely  worshipper  kneeling  by  the 
foot  of  a  pillar,  which  only  appears  larger  from 
having  something  to  measure  it  by.  In  fine,  the 
cleanness,  the  glitter,  the  lavishness  of  ornament, 
are  beyond  all  that  can  be  seen  in  other  northern 
countries.  Almost  every  one  of  the  principal  tem- 
ples here  must  have  cost  more  than  all  the  churches 
of  Berlin  put  together. 

Externally,  the  style  is  more  oriental  than  Euro- 
pean. The  great  number  of  domes  and  cupolas  on 
these  vast  structures  would  qualify  them  for  being 
at  once  turned  into  Turkish  mosques.  Millions  must 
have  been  expended  on  the  outside  gilding  of  the 
domes  of  St  Petersburg.  2814  gold  ducats  were 
spread  over  the  iron  of  a  single  spire — that  of  the 
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CHN^^  In  one  are  grouped  the  trophies  earned  in 
&e  wars  with  the  Turks,  from  the  capture  of  Ismail 
to  the  &11  of  Varna.  <  Here  banners  and  horsetails 
fatoon  the  walls,  intermixed  with  the  keys  of  import- 
Bt  fortresses,  scimitars,  and  oriental  armour ;  while, 
bight  throng  all,  gleams  the  humbled  crescent.  In 
other  churches  hang  banners  taken  from  the  Aus- 
tiians,  Prussians,  and  French  ;  among  which  last,  the 
naoe  of  a  marshal  of  the  empire — of  Ney,  we  be- 
fieve — ^is  carefiilly  displayed. 

Every  church  contains  some  pictures.  OtUside 
even — but  this  is  more  the  case  in  country  places — 
krge  groups  of  figures,  mere  daubs,  may  be  seen  on 
the  plaster  above  the  portico.  Of  the  pictures  within^ 
among  all  the  churches  we  examined  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, there  is  hardly  one  of  any  merit.  The  only  per- 
formances of  this  kind  which  are  at  all  tolerable,  so  far 
as  our  experience  goes,  are  some  copies  from  Reubens, 
Guide,  and  Perugino.  The  most  revered  pictures, 
generally  of  the  Saviour,  the  Virgin,  or  some  saint, 
are  always  placed  not  &r  from  the  door— sometimes 
on  a  table,  sometimes  on  the  wall — ^firamed  in  a  most 
vulgar,  gaudy  &shion ;  a  character  which  belongs  to 
too  much  of  what  is  seen  among  the  ornaments  of 
Russian  churches.  The  drapery  on  these  pictures 
is  formed  by  a  thin  sheet  of  gold  and  silver  tinsel, 
leaving  nothing  exposed  of  the  original  picture  but  the 
fece,  which  thus  has  a  most  ludicrous  effect ;  looking 
like  a  child  peeping  through  a  hole  in  a  piece  of  tin. 
The  veneration  in  which  they  are  held  by  the 
people,  however,  is  extreme.      The  toe  of  the  black 
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idcd  on  it  every  year.  What  renders 
3  structure  so  expensive  is,  that  while  other  build- 
ings have  but  one  front,  this  has  four ;  its  form  being  a 
perfect  square.  The  walls  are  of  beautiful  white 
irble  ;  each  peristyle  is  formed  of  twelve  columns  of 
toliahed  red  granite,  each  of  one  solid  stone,  sixty 
set  in  height,  and  seven  in  diameter.  According 
I  the  fashion  which  seems  so  common  here,  every 
pillar  rests  on  a  socket  of  bronze,  and  terminates  in 
■  Corinthian  capital  of  the  same.  High  above  these, 
where  the  dome  springs,  is  a  circle  of  similar  co- 
lumns, also  of  large  proportions.  The  operation 
of  transporting  these  huge  stones  from  the  river 
.  across  the  square,  is  a  very  curious  sight ;  the 
•beams  on  which  they  are  rolled,  are  bruised  to 
threads  by  the  weight.  Nothing  but  marble,  or  the 
equally  expensive  granite  brought  from  Finland,  are 
to  be  employed  in  this  immense  building.  The  white- 
i  of  the  marble  on  the  walls  throws  out  the  dark 
,  columns  beautifully.  The  architect  is  a  Frenchman, 
tfie  same  who  was  intrusted  with  Alexander's  pillar. 
Me  has  five  thousand  labourers  engaged  on  this 
great  task.  The  scaffolding  is  of  strength  sufficient 
^to  make  one  believe  it  is  intended  to  be  as  durable  as 
ttbe  building  itself. 

The  snnie  solidity  is  visible  in  the  preparations 
connected  with  all  the  public  works  here.  The 
framework  employed  in  swinging  Alexander's  pillar 
into  its  place,  is  said  to  have  been  ten  times 
'too  stroTig  —  an  error  on  the   right   side.      ITiis 
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peculiarity  is  worth  mentioning,  as  a  proof  that 
the  Russians  are  not  so  careless  of  human  life  as 
has  been  represented. 

There  are  many  churches  of  great  beauty,  but  we 
can  do  little  more  than  name  them.  That  called 
Alexandronefska'ia  svaitotroitzkaxa  lavrnj  or  Con- 
vent of  St,  Alexander  Nefskoi,  situated  at  the  end 
of  the  Perspective  of  the  same  name,  nearly  three 
miles  from  the  Admiralty,  contains  the  tombs 
of  some  princes  of  the  royal  family,  those  of  many 
eminent  generals  or  statesmen,  and  especially  that  of 
the  saint,  who  has  a  sarcophagus  consisting  of  3250 
pounds  weight  of  silver. 

The  Cathedral  of  St  Peter  and  St.  PaiUf  the 
oldest  place  of  worship  in  the  capital,  protects  -the 
remains  of  nearly  all  the  emperors  and  empresses, 
since  the  time  of  Peter,  who  himself  sleeps  here, 
with  Tzars,  Tzarinas,  Tzarevitches  (sons  of  Tzars), 
and  Tzarovnas  (daughters^  of  Tzars),  in  long  and 
pompous  array  beside  him. 

The  Cathedral  of  our  Lady  of  Kasan,  would 
also  merit  a  long  description.  Its  dome  bears  some 
resemblance  to  that  of  the  Pantheon  at  Rome,  and 
the  noble  converging  sweep  of  132  pillars,  forming 
the  arcade  in  front,  is  imitated  from  the  colonnade 
of  St  Peter's.  The  interior  is  adorned  with  fifty- 
four  beautiful  pillars  of  grayish  granite,  each  but  a 
single  stone,  the  shaft  resting  on  finely-wrought 
pedestals  of  bronze,  and  terminating  in  wreathed 
summits  of  the  same  rich  material.  The  picture  of 
the  Virgin  here   displayed  is  looked  on  with  such 
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lererence,  that  pearls  and  jewels  to  the  value  of 
100,000  roubles  (4000/.)  have  been  employed  to 
idom  it.  Generals  departing  on  distant  campaigns 
oome  here  in  solemn  procession,  at  which  the  whole 
court  and  capital  attend,  to  kiss  the  sacred  image, 
and  to  invoke  its  blessing  on  their  enterprise. 

The    churches  of  our  Lad^   of  Vladimir^    St. 
Nicolas,  and  that   of   the    Raskolniks,    &c.,    the 
church  of  the    Armenians    (of   whom  there   is   a 
oomerous  body),    and   the   temple   of   the  French 
Catholics   in   the   Nefskoi,   where   the   remains   of 
tforeau,  transported  from  the  fatal  heights  of  Dres- 
den, find  the  repose  which  his  country  denied  him — 
aie  among  the  more  remarkable  of  the  many  reli- 
gious  edifices   which  we  must  leave   undescribed. 
There  are  in  all  140  churches  of  the  establishment^ 
besides  the  two  large  convents  and  their  chapels. 
Tlie  foreign  churches  are  also  numerous,  and  include 
9  Lutheran,  3  Calvinist,  and  S  Roman  Catholic  places 
of  worship. 

Among  the  public  edifices  of  a  general  nature, 
those  which  would  most  merit  description  are  the 
Exchange^  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts^  the  Mining 
C4>Uege  (Gorno'i  Korpoics)^  the  Admiralty ^  the 
Foundtingf  the  Poor's  Hospital,  City  Infirmary,  the 
Institutions  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  the  Blindy  &c., 
the  Imperial  Library,  the  new  Alexander  T/ieatre 
near  it,  the  Grand  Theatre,  &c. ;  but  all  of  these,  as 
well  as  Souvaroff's  Statue,  near  the  Champ  de 
MarSy  and  Roumantsoff's  modest  pillar  on  the  square 
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of  the  Vassilii-ostrofl^  we  must  leave  undescribed^ 
with  the  frank  confession  that  we  have  no  hope  of 
inducing  the  reader  to  accompany  us  through  all  the 
curiosities  of  a  city  which,  with  its  suburbs  and 
islands,  covers  a 'wearisome  circle  22  English  miles 
(33J  versts)  in  circumference. 

Nor  has  St.  Pertersburg  yet  reached  its  full  growth : 
the  statistical  tables,  collected  by  the  indefatigable 
Schnitzler,  prove  that  it  is  rapidly  increasing  in  size 
and  population.  In  I762  there  were  only  4i554 
houses,  of  which  not  more  than  460  were  of  stone, 
whereas  in  1832  there  were  8157,  of  which  2915 
were  of  stone.  It  will  give  a  more  clear  idea  of  its 
progress,  however,  to  state  the  amount  of  population 
at  three  different  periods.*  In  the  year  1750  it  con- 
tained only  74,273  souls,  but  in  1828  the  population 
had  reached  422,165,  while  in  1832  it  was  given  at 
449,343.  The  following  list  will  show  how  the  popu- 
lation is  composed : 

Clergy 2,1S8 

Nobility  •• 34,079 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers   89,487 

r  Nobles 25 

...  )  Domiciled  in  St.  Petersburg      8,506 

Merchants  <  •      .u     .  «\>^., 

) in  other  towns   ...       2,297 

C  Foreign  merchants 80 

Artisans,  inscribed  in  the  different  crafls 4,617 

temporary  J  ^^^i^'^ 21,526 

«  Foreigners   1,186 

Carried  forward    1 1 3,84 1 

*  The  statements  in  this  and  the  two  following  pages  are  given  on 
the  authority  of  official  documents  quoted  in  Schnitzler's  La  Ruuie, 
la  PolognCfet  la  Fmlande,  Paris  and  St.  Petersburg,  1885,  1  yol.  8to. — 
A  work  of  immense  value  to  all  who  wish  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  statistics  of  Russia. 


COMMERCE    OF   ST.  PETERSBURG.  lOl 

Brought  forward  118,841 

Cidsens                       i  Domiciled  at  St.  Petersburg  24,653 

i  Belonging  to  other  places  ...  12,072 

Raznotchintsi  (people  of  various  professions) 66,366 

Foreigners,  not  merchants 7,199 

Senrants  of  the  nobility 94,009 

Peasants    (shopkeepers,  hawkers,    hackney-coach- 
men, &c.) 127,865 

InhabitanUoftheviUageof  Okhta 3,338 

449,343 


To  give  an  idea  of  the  arrivals  and  departures  from 
the  capital  it  may  he  stated,  that  in  the  same  year 
87f^2  Russians  entered  it,  while  3695  left  it: 
rf  foreigners  5027  arrived,  and  9697  left. 

A  knowledge  of  the  commerce  of  the  Russian 
capital  is  of  such  importance  to  all  who  would  form 
any  correct  opinion  of  the  wants  and  resources  of  the 
empire,  that  no  apology  is  necessary  for  inserting  the 
following  tables,  showing  the  imports  and  exports  in 
the  years  1831  and  1832.  Ship-captains  say  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, that  it  is  the  most  liberal  port  in  the  worlds 
there  being  no  charges  on  ships  in  any  shape  whatever, 
beyond  the  dues  on  their  cargoes.  It  may  be  pre- 
mised that  the  capital  enjoys  precisely  one-half  of 
the  whole  foreign  trade  of  Russia,  leaving  only  an 
eighth  to  Riga,  and  a  twelfth  to  Odessa.  Of  the 
trade  of  Russia  in  general,  it  also  deserves  to  be  men- 
tioned that  it  is  in  the  most  flourishing  state.  Arch- 
angel, which  was  long  the  only  seaport  of  the  empire, 
now  makes  but  a  poor  figure  beside  its  younger  rivals; 
yet  even  its  trade  is  still  of  great  importance,  and  is 
rising  higher  every  year;  the  exports,  which  in  1829 
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amounted   to  562,000/m   having  in   1831   reached 

590,057/. ;   since  which  they  have  been  gradually 
advancing  in  a  still  greater  proportion. 

IMPORTS  OF  ST.  PETERSBURG. 

1831.  1832. 

Roubles.  Roubles. 

Gold  and  silver 16,000,000 

Spun  cotton  (twist  and  yarn)  32,160,700  40,000,000 

Cotton  goods   3,609,612  3,400,000 

Woollens 6,261,794  8,000,000 

Linen  goods 364,883  500,000 

Silks 3,6^7,188  5,700,000 

Coffee  2,507,814  4.500,000 

Raw  sugar  20,290,639  25,500,000 

Wines  8,335,269  7,000,000 

Liqueurs    , 863,000 

Medical  drugs  1,400,000 

Tobacco  1,965,917 

Fruits    1,813,698 

Cheese  862,609 

EXPORTS. 

1831.  1832. 

Roubles.  Roubles. 

Grain 12,956,600  5,000,000 

Iron 3,892,330  7,500.000 

Copper 5,500,000 

Hemp    2,377.544  15,000.000 

Flax 2,520,926  4,000,000 

Linseed  oil  1,249,146 

Timber  articles  2.377,544 

Tallow 35,181,270  37,650,000 

Linen  stuffs 6,215,175  6,800,000 

Towelling 290,000 

Tobacco  331.000 

Dressed  hides  138,218 

/ot(/?^i  and  raw  hides  3,453,637  3,610,000 

Cordage 1,000,000 

Potash 2,500,000 


MANUFACTUR£S   OF    ST.  PETERSBURG.  103 

As  Schnitzler's  phrase,  **  marchandi^es  en  botSy*' 
is  not  very  intelligible,  it  may  be  more  instructive 
to  stat«,  that  the  wood  exported  from  all  parts  of 
Russia  in  183.^,  was  valued  at  seven  millions  of 
roubles,  and  the  quantity  for  1835,  at  nine  millions. 
The  fur  trade  is  of  great  importance  to  Russia :  the 
total  exports  in  1834  were  valued  at  168,378/.,  of 
which  55,357/.  were  to  England  alone.  In  1827f 
fiirs  to  the  value  of  493,440/.  were  sold  to  the  dif- 
ferent  countries  of  Europe. 

To  show  what  progress  Russia  is  making  in  manu- 
fiu^tures,  it  may  be  stated,  that  there  are  no  fewer 
than  one-hundred  and  eighty-seven  manufactories  of 
various  kinds  in  or  near  the  capital.  Many  of  these 
are  worthy  of  especial  notice,  but  we  can  mention  only 
the  celebrated  and  interesting  Alexandrofsky  Zavod, 
which  stands  about  six  miles  from  the  city.  This 
is  one  of  the  largest  manufacturing  establishments 
to  be  met  with  on  the  continent,  there  being  about 
3000  free  labourers  employed  in  it,  and  1000  boys 
and  girls  from  the  Foundling  Hospital.  There  is 
also  a  house  of  convalescence  for  patients  from  the 
Foundling,  and  a  hospital  for  the  sick  of  the  place. 
Cotton,  linen,  table-cloths,  quilts,  sail-cloth,  and  play- 
ing-cards, are  here  manufactured  on  a  very  extensive 
scale ;  the  men  being  employed  in  the  hemp  and  flax 
departments,  and  the  children  on  the  cotton  and 
linen.  There  is  also  a  very  extensive  fabric  of 
weaving  and  spinning  machinery,  steam-engines, 
&c. ;  but  we  were  given  to  understand  that  (as  we 
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have  usually  found  regarding  such  establishments 
abroad)  the  emperor  can""procure  steam-engines,  and 
all  kinds  of  machinery,  much  cheaper  from  England, 
than  he  can  make  them  at  home.  The  superin- 
tendents are  from  England ;  and  the  whole  of  the 
works  are  under  the  management  of  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Wilson,  who,  according  to  the  Russian 
fashion  of  giving  military  titles  to  those  who  never 
wielded  any  weapon  more  bloody  than  the  pen  or  the 
pestle,  enjoys  the  rank  of  General,  and  is  honoured 
with  much  regard  by  the  government. 

Though  comparatively  little  has  been  doing  in 
them  of  late  years,  a  visit  to  the  Porcelain  Works  will 
also  reward  the  stranger.  We  have  seen  some  vases 
which  were  made  here,  as  large  and  as  beautiful  as 
any  of  the  famous  Dresden  manufactory.  The  paint- 
ing, in  particular,  is  most  exquisitely  finished. 

The  Glass  Works  of  St.  Petersburg  have  long  been 
celebrated.  Some  of  the  largest  mirrors  in  Europe 
have  been  made  here,  and  the  labours  are  still  car- 
ried on  with  great  spirit. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

SC£N£S    AMONG    THE    PEOPLE BEARDS,    DRESS,     AND 

MANNERS. 

Siogalar  appearance  of  the  Russian  crowd— Unlike  every  other  Euro- 
pean nation — Oriental  character — Plainness  of  the  women — Small- 
pox— The  men — Intermarriages  with  Germans,  &c, — Long  beards 
esteemed  by  the  people — Want  of  cleanliness — Washing  process— 
Sheep-skins — Clean  shirts — General  costume — Not  always  suited  to 
the  climate — Inconsistency  of  the  Russians — Heated  rooms — Cold- 
Sobriety — Drunkenness  in  the  streets — The  Russian  peasant  con- 
trasted with  the  Frenchman — The  Englishman — The  dram-shop — 
Natural  gaiety. 

Leaving  dead  monuments  and  dry  statistics,  let 
us  glance  at  the  more  interesting — the  living  sights 
around. 

Most  of  the  streets  are  silent  and  deserted  ;  scarce 
a  creature  is  to  be  seen.  The  houses  are  known  to 
be  occupied,  else  we  should  say  that  the  city  is  much 
too  large  for  its  population.  On  the  bridge,  however, 
and  in  the  principal  thoroughfares  near  it,  there  is  a 
constant  and  highly  interesting  crowd.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  people  is  most  strange— different  from 
that  of  all  other  nations.  In  the  other  countries  of 
Europe,  a  traveller,  passing  from  state  to  state,  can 
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note  the  differences  between  the  two :  here  it  is  un- 
necessary to  do  so,  further  than  by  the  brief  sentence, 
**  every  thing  is  different/'  Dress,  features,  manners, 
pursuits — all  are  new.  The  Swedes,  the  Norwe- 
gians, the  Danes,  are  like  some  of  the  other  nations 
of  the  continent ;  but  the  Russian  is  unique — alone 
among  the  tribes  of  men.  He  is  neither  Asiatic  nor 
European — partly  of  the  one,  perhaps,  and  partly  of 
the  other,  but  he  partakes  of  the  character  of  neither 
so  strongly  as  to  entitle' us  to  pronounce  decidedly  on 
his  parentage.  Let  his  origin  have  been  what  it  may, 
he  now  stands  apart  from  all.  The  only  comparison 
that  can  be  made  about  him  is,  to  say  that  he  is  like 
— a  Russian, 

The  first  impression,  however,  of  a  stranger  in  a 
Russian  crowd  is,  that  he  must  be  in  some  city  of 
Asia, — so  truly  oriental  is  the  air  of  many :  but  the 
strength  and  freshness  of  every  structure  around  soon 
recall  him  from  dreams  of  the  decaying  east.  At 
another  time  the  long  beards,  and  flowing  robes,  and 
coloured  girdles,  make  them  look  a  population  of 
Jews  ;  but  their  hair  and  eye  want  the  deep  dark  hue 
of  the  tribe  of  Israel. 

The  great  mass  of  the  people  wear  the  coarse  sheep- 
skin dress  already  mentioned ;  and,  filthy  and  rude 
as  it  is,  it  sets  off  their  good  forms  to  advantage  ;  for, 
however  bad  their  features  may  be,  they  are  a  tall, 
well-built  race  as  to  figure.  The  men  at  least  are 
so :  of  the  women  few  are  gifled  with  handsome- 
ness, either  of  face  or  person.     There  is  no  country 
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m  Europe  where  the  females  of  the  lower  clftsses  ire 
so  muTersaDy  fiwfaidding — their  features  and  fenns 
hang  eqoaDy  bad.  If  you  meet  a  person  at  afl  vorth 
lookiiig  at,  she  is  sure  to  be  a  Germao»  or  perhaps  a 
Swede.  Heaw  wrinkled  cheeks»  and  shut  Uunt 
nases»  are  the  prevailing  style  of  beauty.  The  gait» 
too,  is  exceedin^y  ungracefiil,  their  step  being  as 
shwt  and  uneasy  as  that  of  a  stumping  Chinese  damseL 
In  fiM^t,  among  Russian  women  of  the  middle  and 
lower  dass,  we  did  not  see  a  single  face  that  would 
be  dangerous  to  an  Englishman.  Their  pernicious 
baths,  and  eariy  marriages,  have  been  blamed  tor  this 
dearth  of  female  channs ;  but  they  also  suffer  greatly 
from  another  ravager  of  beaut}',  long  deemed  incapa- 
ble of  c<mtrol — smallpox.  Nowhere  have  we  seen  so 
many  mari^ed  with  the  traces  of  this  sad  malady. 
Whether  it  be  from  ignorance  or  from  some  religious 
scruple,  we  know  not ;  but  they  have  always  shown 
themselves  averse  to  vaccination :  out  of  9779  infants 
bom  here  in  1828,  only  543  were  vaccinated! 

Nor  is  it  the  females  alone  that  are  chargeable 
with  the  grievous  offence  of  plain  looks ;  line  features 
are  equally  rare  among  the  men.  The  imperial  family 
are  the  only  really  good-looking  people  in  Russia. 
Both  the  emperor  and  his  brother,  the  Grand  Duke 
Michael,  have  faces  that  would  pass  for  handsome 
any  where ;  but  they  are  more  Germans  than  Rus- 
sians. The  true  Russian  may  be  known  in  any  part 
of  the  world,  by  his  small  light  eyes ;  a  certain  lowness 
of  the  nose,  the  end  of  which  is  thrust  back  so  as  to 
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show  the  nostril  too  much ;  *  and  especially  by  the 
general  flatness  of  the  cheek,  and  total  want  of  ex- 
pression in  the  countenance.  A  more  unmeaning  face, 
even  when  there  is  any  thing  like  handsomeness, 
cannot  be  met  with. 

Should  the  reader  ever  happen  to  see  a  good-looking 
Russian,  an  exception  to  the  tempting  standard  now 
given,  he  may  safely  set  him  down  as  of  the  higher 
ranks — ^in  fact,  not  a  pure  Russ,  of  whom  alone  we  are 
now  speaking: — for  many  of  the  best  families  have 
intermarried  with  those  of  Livonia  or  Courland — 
coimtries  famed  for  the  beauty  and  amiability  of  their 
women.  Russian  officers  always  look  well,  whether 
taken  individually  or  together ;  but  all  of  them  belong 
to  the  class  now  named,  and  have  the  further  advan- 
tage of  being  well  dressed:  unlike  some  of  the 
German  ones,  the  Russian  uniforms  set  off  a  good 
figure  and  improve  a  bad  one. 

Of  Circassian  blood  there  is  little  among  the 
Russians.  We  have  heard  Germans  speak  of  some 
of  that  graceful  tribe,  as  adorning  the  gay  societies  of 
St.  Petersburg ;  but  it  must  have  been  in  dreams  that 
they  were  seen.  The  maids  of  Daghestan  still  bloom 
among  their  native  rocks,  in  spite  of  Russian  power 
and  Russian  gold.  The  Russians  call  themselves 
masters  of  Circassia  and  its  mountains,  but  they  have 
never  been  able  to  win  the  affections  of  even  the 
meanest  of  the  people.  Though  the  traffic  in  beauty 
be  now  strictly  prohibited  by  treaties,  a  Circassian 
mother,  even  at  every  risk,  would  sell  her  child  to  a 


I  BUSSIAN    BKARDS.  109 

I    Turkish  soldier,  rather  than  marni  her  to  a  Muscovite 

I  count. 

Historians  say  so  much  about  Peter's  firmness  in 
extirpating  the  long  beards  in  which  his  people 
delighted, — with  his  own  imperial  hand  cutting  off,  not 
the  beards  merely,  but  the  heads  of  the  refractory, — 
that  we  expected  to  find  the  chins  of  the  Russians  as 
naked  as  those  of  barbers'  blocks.  But  there  are 
national  prejudices  too  strong  even  for  the  most  un- 
shrinking reformers.  The  Russian  loves  his  beard  with 
no  common  love,  and  there  it  still  flows  in  ample 
waves  to  his  girdle,  defying  alike  the  beheading-sword 
and  the  razor.  The  peasant  would  sooner  part  with  his 
purse  than  his  beard  ;  it  is  his  pride,  his  birthright. 
Better  abandon  children  and  home  to  wander  into 
forlorn  exile,  than  give  up  the  only  thing  lefl  him  to 
glory  in.  Liberty  is  not  worth  contending  for,  but  a 
beard  is.  Liberty  is  but  a  word,  an  untangible  fan- 
ciful thing,  which  no  man  ever  saw  or  could  make 
money  of;  a  beard  is  a  reality;  something  which  a 
man  can  not  only  see,  but  handle  also.  And  if  he 
cannot  exactly  make  money  by  a  beard,  it  gains  him 
that  which  is  better  than  gold,  for  he  knows  that  no 
true  Russian  maid  would  look  at  him,  if  shorn  of  this 
beauteous  appendage.  Without  his  beard  he  would 
neither  have  affection  from  others,  nor  respect  from 
himself.  A  beard  is  graceful,  imposing,  venerable — 
in  one  word,  it  is  Russian. 

The  usage  still  cunthiues,  therefore,  let  the  em-     J 
peror  thunder  against  it  aa  he  may.     He  can  shear     I 
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his  soldiers,  his  sailors,  his  ministers,  his  nobles,  his 
foreigners,  his  brothers,  his  princes — ^for  these  live  by 
his  breath,  and  must  do  as  he  bids  them.  But  his 
subjects — those  who  support  Ai/w,  and  supply  him 
with  the  means  of  paying  all  these  creatures  of  his 
will, — every  man  that  is  obscure  enough  to  be  inde- 
pendent,— persists  in  displaying  this,  the  only  badge 
he  has  to  show  that  he  is  still  a  Muscovite.  Even  the 
clergy  refuse  to  be  cropped ;  they  are  the  most  obsti- 
nate of  all  the  hairy  flock.  The  government  is  right  to 
let  the  matter  rest.  Violent  changes  in  miners — the 
compelled  adoption  of  any  prescribed  reform — ^have 
never  done  good  in  any  country.  Cutting  off  his 
beard  does  not  make  a  civilized  man  of  a  savage.  Let 
them  humanise  the  people  by  indulgent  laws  and  good 
institutions,  and  the  beards,  if  they  be  such  an  evil, 
will  disappear  of  themselves. 

Whether  the  long  beard  be  consistent  with  cleanli- 
ness, is  a  question  soon  settled  in  the  streets  of  St. 
Petersburg.  Nothing  can  be  more  filthy  than  the 
appearance  of  the  people ;  and  it  strikes  one  the  more, 
immediately  after  leaving  the  Swedes,  Norwegians, 
or  Danes,  who  are  all  very  cleanly.  The  nature  of 
their  dress  powerfully  contributes  to  the  disgusting 
appearance  of  the  native  population.  Greasy  sheep- 
skins cannot  be  great  promoters  of  cleanliness.  It  is 
a  notorious  fact  also,  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  people 
never  allow  water  to  touch  the  person,  except  once 
a  week — on  Saturday  evening,  when  their  religion 
prescribes  a  visit  to  the  bath,  where  they  get  such  a 
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'borough  ablution  (see  chap.  xv.  on  Baths),  as 
entitles  them  to  eight  days  of  filthiness.  The  Russian 
takes  his  clean  shirt  with  him  on  this  occasion,  and  it 
never  leaves  his  back  till  Saturday  comes  round 
again  ;  for  among  the  lower  classes  it  is  not  customary 
to  put  off  any  part  of  their  dress,  even  at  night  j 
nearly  all  of  them  sleep  in  their  clothes. 

To  wash  they'7ce  on  ordinary  week-days  is  a  folly 
QDknowa  ;  the  hands  may,  by  a  few,  be  occasionally 
polluted  with  water.  In  the  country  a  small  jar  of 
this  scarce  liquid  may  be  seen  hanging  by  some  of 
the  doors,  for  washing  with ;  at  least  a  thimbleful 
being  allowed,  oozing  from  below,  to  each  person. 
At  some  inns  and  eating-houses  also,  a  metal 
dstem,  of  the  smallest  dimensions,  hangs  by 
the  entrance ;  from  which,  on  pushing  up  the  pin 
stuck  in  the  bottom,  a  few  drops  of  water  trickle,  to 
smear  the  hands  with,  before  going  to  dinner.  But 
the  practice  is  scarcely  associated  in  our  minds  with 
any  idea  of  cleanliness ;  the  towel  hanging  near  hav- 
ing already  been  used  by  every  comer  for  a  week 
past,  and  being  oiten  as  black  as  if  it  had  been  scour- 
ing the  saucepans. 

Instead  of  the  woolly  skin,  a  short  frock  of  red- 
striped  cotton,  made  mucii  in  the  same  shape,  is 
oflen  worn  by  shop-tads,  errand-boys,  butchers' 
apprentices,  &c.  Like  every  dress  the  Russians 
wear,  it  sets  off  the  figure  to  advantage.  But  the 
most  common  dress  of  all  who  have  not  the  axe  or 
the  oar  in  their  hand,  is  the  long  blue  swaddling- 
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eoit.  Draschky-ineiit  and  a  great  part  of  the  people 
met  with  in  the  streets^  are  dressed  in  iL  There  is 
a  long  sash  round  the  middle,  generally  yellow  or 
red.  They  seldom  wear  any  thing  about  the  neck ; 
the  collar  of  the  coat  being  very  low,  and  the  shirt 
made  without  a  neck,  like  that  of  a  woman.  The 
head  projects  above  a  long  tract  of  skin,  which,  from 
constant  exposure  to  sun  and  wind,  looks  as  homy 
as  the  rhinoceros's  hide.  We  shave  our  chins ;  the 
Russian  shaves  the  back  of  the  head.  His  idea  of 
handsome  looks  appearing  to  consist  in  having  his 
head  raised  as  distinct  as  possible  from  the  body,  he 
shaves  away  a  large  portion  of  the  hair  at  the  top  of 
the  neck,  and  cuts  the  remainder  so  as  to  make  the 
head  resemble  a  turnip,  as  near  as  may  be.  He 
generally  wears  a  small  low-crowned  hat,  with  a 
broad  brim. 

If  the  Russian's  dress  be  scanty  above,  it  is  long 
enough  below.  It  reaches  to  the  ground,  and  laps 
closely  over  the  limbs,  so  that  he  has  a  long  waving 
appearance,  as  he  moves  through  the  streets  with 
solemn  pace.  Instead  of  blue  cloth,  the  variegated 
cotton  velvet, —  one  of  the  most  beautiful  products  of 
the  Russian  loom,  as  yet  little  known  in  England, — 
is  sometimes  employed  to  make  the  flowing  robe ; 
but  on  those  who  come  into  the  streets  with  it,  this 
article,  worn  also  by  the  rich  for  morning-gowns,  is 
always  shining  with  grease. 

The  dress  below  the  coat  is  often  very  slight. 
They  wear  no  flannel ;  the  only  protection  to  the 
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Umbs  is  a  thin  rag  of  striped  cotton,  made  into 
breeches,  which  are  thrust  into  the  long  black  boota 
that  complete  the  costume. 

A  stranger  would  say  that  one  half  the  people 
must  be  starving  with  cold  even  in  summer,  so 
thin  and  sUght  are  their  garments.  Yet  there  is  a 
lingular  contradiction  in  the  dress  of  the  other  half 
of  the  street  crowd.  Even  in  the  warmest  days), 
when  we  were  scarcely  able  to  walk  for  the  heat,  we 
saw  Russians  wrapped  up  as  if  for  winter.  While 
foreigners  are  glad  to  fan  themselves  with  their  hats, 
the  natives  may  be  seen  with  huge  fur  cloaks  about 
them,  thick  great-coats  below,  and  other  articles 
sufficient  to  load  a  giant,  This  custom  arises  from 
the  variableness  of  their  climate,  of  which  we  our- 
selves saw  some  examples.  When  we  first  arrived 
the  days  were  as  hot  as  we  ever  felt ;  but  before 
long    the    weather  was    as    cold    and    rainy    as    in 

,  November  at  home.  Even  in  the  course  of  the 
?  day,  there  are  great  variations  of  temperature- 
At  noon  it  is  burning,  but  ere  night  almost  freezing. 
Nay,  some  assert  that,  out  of  the  sun,  it  is  ahrai/s 
»ld  at  St.  Petersburg.  The  damps  of  the  river,  or 
J  breezes  sweeping  from  Lake  Ladoga,  penetrate 
*very  where.     On  the  sunny  side  of  the  street  you 

Eire  comfortable,  perhaps  melting ;   but  pass  to  the 
,  and  you  shiver.     Such  at  least  was  the  reason 
given  us  by  a  German,  who  had  been  ten  years  in 

I  Russia,  for  asserting  that  of  all  seasons  in  the  year, 
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summer  is  the  one  when  people  here  must  be  most 
guarded  about  their  dress. 

How  the  Russian  should  be  able  to  stand  either 
summer  or  winter  cold,  was  to  us  most  surprising, 
when  we  became  acquainted  with  the  state  in  which 
they  keep  their  rooms.  On  entering  the  house  of  a 
tradesman,  for  instance,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
breathe,  so  great  is  the  heaL  The  smell,  too,  not 
a  breath  of  air  being  admitted,  is  frightftil.  Yet 
here  they  smother  themselves  winter  and  summer, 
never  making  the  least  change  in  the  temperature. 
We  cannot  suppose  it  possible  for  human  beings  to 
endure  a  higher  degree  of  heat.  The  Russians,  in 
fact,  are  full  of  contradictions.  In  speaking  of  them, 
you  at  one  time  say  that  they  are  so  hardy  as  to  go 
very  thinly  clad ;  and  then,  immediately  after,  you 
are  forced  to  bring  in  that  they  are  so  effeminate 
that  people  of  other  countries  can  neither  carry  their 
loads  of  summer  furs,  nor  endure  the  stifling  vapours 
of  their  summer  stoves.  Their  frames  must  be 
differently  constituted  from  ours :  they  can  encounter 
the  most  opposite  excesses,  and  the  most  sudden 
transitions,  without  the  slightest  inconvenience. 
They  load  themselves  with  furs,  yet  can  sleep  on 
the  stones  without  cloak  or  covering.  From  rooms 
where  an  Englishman  would  expire  with  the  suffo- 
cating warmth,  they  rush  to  tumble  upon  the  ice  of 
the  Neva.  From  a  bath,  heated  to  an  almost  insup- 
portable extreme,  they  plunge  themselves  among 
snow. 
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t*  •  Nor  is  it  merely  in  regard  to  heat  and  cold  that 
^tiiis  inconsistency  is  exhibited ;  it  is  visible  in  all 
|[lliey  do.  They  are  naturally  sober  and  self-deny- 
;  can  live  long  without  indulging  in  excess ;  are 
'nost  industrious  when  it  is  in  their  power  to  gain  a 
Ktde,  and  anxious  to  store  up  something  against  the 
evU  day.  Yet,  put  liquor  in  their  way — let  tempta- 
tion come  across  the  path — and  that  instant,  fare- 
■  well  sobriety,  industry,  saving  habits  I  all  are  for- 
gotten as  much  as  if  they  had  never  been  known. 
They  are  consistent  in  nothing  but  their  contra- 
^etions. 

The  propensity  last   mentioned  is  the  worst 
part  of  the  Russian  character.     Nothing  is  more 
common  in  the   quiet  streets  (for ,  the  sight   is 
seldom  witnessed  in  the  more  crowded  parts)  than 
to  meet  a  pair  of  blue-coated  gentlemen,  reeling 
home  in  most  helpless  intoxication.     They  neither 
see  nor  hear  you.     If  they  run  against  the  passen- 
ger,  they  think   it  is   the  wall   that   they  have 
stnidL,  and  shoulder  on  without  moving  eye  or 
lip.     They  are  generally  arm  in  arm,  trying  to 
Mtp  each  other — but  the  effort  cannot  be  con- 
tinued much  longer — they  are  evidently  getting 
more  oblivious.     There  is  neither  oath  nor  angry 
word  betwixt  them  ;  they  are  reeling  on  in  perfect 
«lence  and  brotherly  love.     They  have  still  some 
lense  of  shame  left,  and  are  anxious  to  get  home 
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out  of  sight :  they  raise  their  feet  to  make  longer 
steps — but  it  will  not  do;  the  foot  falls  where 
it  rose  from;  the  head  is  getting  giddier,  the 
street  wider,  the  limb  feebler,  till  down  they  fall 
in  the  nearest  gutter,  snoring  in  most  complete 
insensibility.  A  melancholy,  but  a  too  frequent 
sight  I  If  the  emperor  could  eradicate  this  de- 
basing propensity,  he  would  do  more  for  his 
people  than  if  he  should  overrun  Asia. 

There  is  something  remarkable,  too,  in  the 
Russian's  way  of  getting  drunk.  Even  in  his 
vices  he  is  unlike  other  people.  Some  na- 
tions drink  for  amusement — the  Russians  drink 
to  get  drunk.  A  Frenchman  spends  his  long 
holiday  at  the  barriere^  over  a  demi-litre^  and, 
even  if  he  make  it  a  whole  6ne,  walks  home  very 
decently  at  night.  He  went  there  to  talk,  pour 
se  desennuyery  to  see  his  friends,  or  dance  a  round 
with  his  sweetheart.  The  wine  was  a  mere 
secondary  consideration ;  a  mean,  not  the  end  of 
his  amusement.  The  Englishman  goes  to  the 
tavern  to  hear  the  paper  read,  to  abuse  the 
ministry,  and  smoke  his  pipe :  he  may  come  away 
merry,  but  would  be  ashamed  to  hear  afterwards 
that  he  came  away  drunk.  It  was  not  for  the 
liquor,  but  for  the  company  and  the  talk  he  went 
thither.  Even  when  a  Frenchman  or  an  English- 
m  intoxicated,  he  has  spent  hours  in 
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reaching  that  state;  but  with  a  Russian  it  is 
quite  otherwise — ^he  gets  drunk  in  a  moment 
He  enters  a  brandy-shop,  beckons  to  the  master, 
counts  down  his  kopeeks,  seizes  the  measure,  and, 
at  one  draught,  quaffs  enough  to  make  him  a 
beast. 

Some  nations  seek  to  justify  their  drinking  by 
the  pretext  that  they  do  so  to  make  themselves 
merry — their  phlegmatic  blood  will  not  move  with- 
out a  stimulant.  The  Russian  drinks  to  make 
himself  sad.  He  needs  no  stimulus  to  put  him 
into  spirits ;  he  is  by  nature  the  merriest  soul 
alive.  Frolicsome  as  a  young  colt,  he  may  be 
seen,  when  two  or  three  have  got  together  on  the 
quays,  or  on  the  greensward  round  the  fortress, 
flinging  his  heels  as  high  as  the  trees,  playing  all 
manner  of  fantastic  tricks  with  his  companions, 
and  keeping  the  ring  in  laughter  with  his  jokes. 
But  the  moment  this  happy  creature  has  swallowed 
the  poisonous  dose,  he  becomes  heavy,  flat,  and 
powerless.  Mirth  and  strength  alike  are  gone. 
He  must  be  cared  for  by  the  police,  or  tied  in  the 
droschky  among  his  mates. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

LOUNGE    IN    THE     FASHIONABLE    NEFSKOI RUSSIAN 

EQUIPAGES FOREIGN    POPULATION. 

Scenes  among  the  lone  streets  and  silent  canals — Policemen — ^The 
gay  quarters — The  Nefskoi  Prospekht — New  kind  of  payement 
— Crowds  and  carriages — Equipages  of  the  Nohility — Russian  idea 
of  horses — Bad  steeds — Long  traces — Bearded  coachman — Young 
postilion — Three-horse  droschkies — Foreign  quarter — French — 
Swedes — Italians — English — Few  soldiers  seen  in  the  crowds — 
Profusion  of  medals. 

We  have  said  that  the  scenes  described  in  the 
last  chapter  are  to  be  seen  only  in  the  quiet 
streets;  and  it  should  be  stated  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  streets  are  of  this  character.  The 
moment  you  leave  the  bridge  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, or  the  Nefskoi  Prospekht,  and  one  or 
two  of  its  tributaries,  all  the  avenues  are  as  quiet 
as  the  glades  of  a  forest.  Now  and  then  a  stray 
droschky  may  be  seen,  but  generally  in  most  of 
the  streets  there  is  room  to  manoeuvre  a  brigade 
without  disturbing  a  creature. 
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The   canals    are  also  very  loniely  and  silent. 
These  are  in  the  mainland  portion  of  the  capital, 
and  lie  one  behind  the  other,  forming  irregular 
semicircles,  from  one  point  of  the  Neva  to  another. 
There  are  several  of  them,  such  as — beginning 
with  the  one  farthest  back — the  Exterior  and  Lin- 
gofskii,  the  Fontanka,  Catherine's  Canak  and  the 
Moika  ;  but  they  do  not  stand  so  near  each  other 
as  to  form  very  conspicuous  objects  in  the  general 
aspect  of  the  capital.      Some  of  them  are  covered 
with  fuel-barges  and  washing-boats.      Their  ma- 
sonry, parapets,  &c.  are  very  handsome ;  and  the 
footpath  across  some  of  the  more  frequented  canals 
is  laid  with  rough  iron.    On  some  of  these  bridges, 
as  well  as  on  those  of  the  Neva,  a  solitary  police- 
man  is   stationed  in   a  small  house,  where  one 
watches  night  and  day — quiet  creatures  fhe  whole 
tribe   of  them   are,    in   whitish   coats   and   dark 
trousers,  peeping  out  at  their  door,  with  harmless 
Lochaber  axes  in  their  hands.     Having  a  good 
eye,  and  being  always  on  the  alert  to  notice  who 
passes,  they  are  said  to  be  of  great  use  in  detect- 
ing thieves.     Few  policemen  of  any  other  kind 
are  seen  even  in  the  Nefskoi,  where  the  crowd  is 
greatest. 

The  gay  place  just  named  is  the  boast  of  the 
Russian  capital.  Indeed,  the  Nefskoi  Prospekht 
is  one  of  the  finest  streets  we  have  ever  seen.     In 
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many  respects  it  surpasses  the  Corso  at  Milan,  and 
in  some  it  almost  approaches  even  the  Linden-drive 
at  Berlin,  which  combines  so  many  attractions,  that 
it  is  perhaps  the  most  beautiful  street  in  Europe. 
The  Nefskoi  commences  at  the  square  adjoining  the 
Admiralty  and  the  Palace,  and  runs  backwards 
through  the  city  in  a  straight  line,  nearly  three 
Enghsh  miles  long,  with  lofty,  handsome  houses 
on  each  side,  and  occasionally  rows  of  trees  by 
the  footpath.  Along  it  stand  some  of  the  finest 
buildings  of  the  city — such  as  the  Cathedral  of 
our  Lady  of  Kasan,  and  the  Imperial  Library ; 
some  of  the  theatres  and  minor  palaces  may  also 
be  reckoned  among  its  splendours,  as  well  as  the 
Oostinnoi  Dvor^  or  Bazaar,  &c.  TThe  gilded 
spire  of  the  Admiralty  forma  a  conspicuous  termi- 
nation  both  to  this  and  some  other  great  lines, 
which  radiate  from  the  same  point  as  a  centre. 

In  width  and  regularity  the  Nefskoi  resembles 
all  the  other  streets,  but  not  in  dulness  and  mo- 
notony. Its  broad  foot-pavements  are  inces- 
santly covered  with  gay  parties  passing  from  shop 
to  shop  ;  and  the  centre,  at  certain  hours,  is  lite- 
rally crowded  with  the  showy,  but  tasteless, 
equipages  of  the  nobility ;  for  it  is  both  the  Hyde 
Park  and  the  Regent-Street  of  St. Petersburg. 

The  carriage-path  is  of  a  kind,  of  which,  except 
the  specimen  of  it  recently  exhibited  in  one  of  the 
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great  tlioroiigfa&res  in  London,  we  have  seen  no 
example  in  any  other  European  city.      It  consists 
of  what  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  block* 
pavement ;  to  form  which,  little  hexagonal  blocks 
(^  wood,  eight  inches  thick  perhaps,  and  as  many 
wide,  cat  across  the  grain,  are  imbedded  in  sand 
and  pitch,  and  made  to  fit  so  closely  together, 
that  nothing  can  be  more  even  than  the  surface 
they  form.     There  is  no  driving  in  the  world  half 
so  delightful  as  to  roll  along  this  wooden  road,  in 
a  well-hung  carriage^  drawn  by  good  horses.    The 
noise  of  the  wheels  is  as  sofl  and  agreeable  as  the 
motion,  which  is  quite  different  from  that  on  any 
other  kind  of  road.    Dr.  Johnson's  idea  of  the  sufiu 
mum  honum  would  have  been  heightened  tenfold, 
had  he  been  whirled  in  a  postchaise  on  such  a  road 
as  this.  Here  and  there  a  block  has  started  or  sunk, 
but  the  inequalities  are  scarcely  perceptible,  and 
soon  repaired  when  they  come  to  be  so.     This 
pavement  was  laid  down  partly  as  an  experiment ; 
and  it  has  answered  expectations  completely  as  to 
comfort  and  look ;  but  the  expense  is  found  to  be 
very  great,  from  the  effects  of  frosts  and  wet  in  dis- 
turbing the  pieces,  and  rendering  frequent  repairs 
necessary.  It  has  been  said  that  the  emperor  wishes 
to  have  every  street  in  the  capital  paved  in  this  way, 
but  we  can  see.no  sufficient  reason  for  deranging  the 
present  good  pavements  of  the  old-fashioned  kind. 
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The  equipages  seen  in  this  seductive  quarter 
are  most  singular,  and,  to  an  English  taste,  most 
amusing.  We  do  not  speak  of  the  active  little 
droschkies,  gliding  along  in  thousands  at  every 
hour  of  the  day,  but  of  the  great  lumbering  equi- 
pages of  the  higher  classes,  seen  only  at  the 
fashionable  hours.  In  Russia  a  man's  rank  is 
known  by  the  number  of  horses  he  drives.  One 
order  of  nobility,  for  instance,  can  drive  two  or 
three  horses ;  but  these  are  persons  of  very  low 
dignity  indeed.  Another  order  can  sport  four,  the 
one  above  it  six ;  and  so  on.  A  merchant,  however 
rich  he  may  be,  cannot  go  beyond  the  small  num- 
ber allowed  to  his  guild.  The  great  point  there- 
fore  is  to  have  number,  not  quality ;  and  four  bad 
horses  are  thought  much  more  of  than  two  good 
ones  worth  treble  the  money.  If  a  poor  prince 
were  to  drive  one  less  than  his  right,  he  might  be 
taken  for  a  rich  count,  which  would  be  disgraceful. 
The  consequence  is,  that  you  may  often  see  the 
most  singular  mixture  of  steeds  to  one  carriage — 
dissimilar  in  colour,  size,  paces.  One  thing,  how- 
ever,  there  is  always  sure  to  be — black  straggling 
traces  between  the  different  pairs,  shaking  most 
clumsily  up  and  down,  and  so  long,  that  Ducrow 
might  leap  his  whole  stud  across  the  interval  with- 
out troubling  their  noble  master  to  stop. 

The  coachman  intrusted  with  this  sorry  squa- 


dnm  would  appor  to  be  deeded  by  tbe  $iw  of 
his  beard ;  in  die  same  wmy  tbit  in  London  tiiis 
fiuM^icMiarv  is  cbosen,  as  tbe  Fi>e»ch  miintain*  bT 
the  balk  of  his  poscm.  He  occupies  a  loAv  $eit, 
commandii^  a  liew  of  his  whole  chai^  ;  but  the 
front  pair  is  generally  managed  by  a  youth,  seatied 
on  what  we  would  caU  the  wrofi^  side,  who  has 
not  yet  acquired  the  honours  of  a  beard,  but  tries 
to  borrow  dignity  from  a  round  black  hat  and 
long  flowing  blue  coat — the  most  awkward  gar- 
ment possible  for  sitting  on  horseback  with. 

The  carriage  itself  is  as  uncouth  as  all  the 
other  parts  of  this  untidy  display*  In  fact,  with 
their  inclination  to  imitate  everj'  thing  foreign,  it 
is  surprising  that  the  Russian  nobility  have  not 
long  since  discarded  their  unseemly  equipages, 
and  adopted  our  English  style,  as  most  other 
nations  are  trying  to  do.  Four  horses  abreast, 
which  are  often  seen,  look  very  well ;  and  we 
were  still  better  pleased  with  four  abreast  and 
two  in  front 

They  have  one  kind  of  vehicle  which  looks 
extremely  smart ;  a  sort  of  droschky,  but  very 
different  from  the  common  one;  in  fact,  a 
cabriolet  without  the  head,  on  four  low  wheels, 
drawn  by  two,  sometimes  three,  horses  abreast, 
of  which  the  one  in  the  shafts  is  always  kept  at 
a  furious  trot,  while  the  others  are  advancing  at 
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a  gallop.  These  latter,  being  trained  to  bend  the 
head  and  curve  the  neck  outwards,  give  a  most 
graceful  look  to  the  concern,  as  they  bound 
along  with  their  long  manes  floating  about  them. 
None  but  the  finest  horses  are  ever  seen  in  this 
gay  vehicle.  It  is  the  favourite  equipage  of  the 
young  noblemen  and  rich  officers,  and  is  also 
much  used  by  the  emperor  in  his  flights  about 
the  city.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  imitate 
it  at  Berlin,  and  it  is  likely  to  become  fashion- 
able in  other  capitals. 

In  the  distant  parts  of  the  Nefskoi  the  pedes- 
trian crowd  consists  of  Russians,  but  nearer  the 
palace,  and  in  the  openings  branching  off  in  that 
vicinity,  the  stream  is  chiefly  composed  of  people 
fix)m  other  nations.  This  is  the  place,  therefore, 
for  saying  a  few  words  concerning  the  foreigners 
in  St.  Petersburg ;  and,  first,  as  the  most  conspi- 
cuous,  of  the  French. 

From  the  inscriptions  on  the  sign-boards,  all  along 
the  Nefskoi,  one  might  almost  suppose  himself  in 
France.  Marchande  des  modes,  gants  de  Paris^ 
foulards  J  bets  de  soie^  chapeavs^  and  the  names  of 
all  the  other  articles  of  the  toilette,  are  as  frequent 
as  in  the  Rue  de  la  Paix ;  and  the  demoiselles  de 
comptoir  acquit  themselves  with  all  the  grace  of 
the  school  they  were  bred  in.  In  every  shop  of 
this  quarter,  either  the  wife  or  the  husband,  not 
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unfrequently  both,  are  from  Paris.  France  also 
supplies  the  people  of  St.  Petersburg  with  danc- 
ing.masters,  ballet-masters,  opera  figurantes,  and 
hairdressers  beyond  number. 

Germany,  again,  supplies  hands  for  the  heavier 
and  more  laborious  kinds  of  work ;  tailors,  cabi- 
net-makers, gunsmiths,  &c.,  invariably  belong  to 
that  nation.  In  fact,  the  number  of  Germans  in 
St.  Petersburg  is  quite  surprising,  and  does  not 
appear  to  be  decreasing.  The  German  goes  any 
where  for  bread ;  he  has  no  home.  Germany  is 
still  the  country  of  his  love,  his  dreams ;  but,  un- 
like the  Swiss  or  the  Scotch,  who  also  wander  in 
their  youth,  but  only  in  their  youth,  the  German, 
if  he  is  comfortable,  seldom  seeks  to  revisit  his 
fatherland,  even  when  he  has  become  independent 
Hence  it  is  that  the  number  who  speak  the  Ger- 
man language  here  is  so  great.  Whole  families 
bom  in  St.  Petersburg  of  German  parents  speak 
it  more  than  Russian.  From  the  close  alliance 
with  Prussia,  since  a  princess  of  that  country 
has  been  empress,  the  greatest  influx  of  ^  new 
comers  is  from  Berlin ;  but  in  former  times  Dres- 
den sent  a  large  proportion.  Without  reckoning 
those  employed  in  the  army,  or  high  government 
offices,  there  cannot  be  fewer  than  10,000  Ger- 
mans here.  A  great  many  of  them,  as  well  as  of 
the  French,  are  employed  about  the  theatres.     At 
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one  time  the  number  of  German  officers  in  the 
different  regiments  was  immense ;  indeed  it  is  to 
them  that  Russia  owes  all  her  military  instmctiony 
from  the  days  of  Peter  downward. 

From  the  analysis  of  the  population  given  at 
the  end  of  a  foregoing  chapter,  it  is  not  possible 
to  ascertain  the  precise  number  of  foreigners  here ; 
the  greater  part  of  them  being  mixed  up  with 
Russians,  under  the  general  heads  of  merchants 
and  artisans:  but,  from  what  we  are  told,  the 
total  number  of  foreigners  must  be  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  thousand,  all  gaining  a  respectable  main- 
tenance by  their  industry.  There  is  a  considerable 
proportion  of  Swedes^  in  some  handicrafts.  Of 
Italians  there  are  also  many :  a  sad  change  it  must 
be  to  leave  their  sunny  land  for  such  a  climate  I 
But  what  will  not  men  do  for  independence? 
They  arc  chiefly  employed  as  architects,  painters, 
and  Bingors.  To  them,  as  to  foreigners  of  every 
nation,  government  affords  every  encouragement 
and  prot(»ction  ;  in  many  instances  they  enjoy  pri- 
vilegcH  not  extended  to  natives ;  and  this  system 
th(5  inn]Hm)Y  must  continue,  until  the  Russians 
can  do  more  for  themselves. 

Of  J^Jrifrlish  there  is  a  great  number  here  ;  but 
an  they  an^  nearly  all  engaged  in  the  higher 
bran(!h(»«  of  commerce,  they  seldom  form  a  con- 
HpicuouH  part  of  the  city  crowd  which  has   sug- 
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gested  these  remarks.  An  English  sign-board  is 
very  rsu-ely  seen.  Our  countrymen  will  therefore, 
with  more  propriety,  be  spoken  of  under  a  sepa- 
rate head. 

In  one  respect  the  crowd  of  St.  Petersburg 
disappoints  us :  we  hear  so  much  of  the  emperor's 
military  propensities,  that  we  had  expected  to 
find  his  capital  little  better  than  a  large  camp, 
where  we  should  meet  soldiers  at  every  step,  and 
rub  shoulders  with  generals  at  every  turn.  But  the 
number  of  soldiers  seen  in  the  streets  is  extremely 
small:  we  may  walk  half  an  hour  and  not  en- 
counter one.  Many  of  the  troops,  we  were 
aware,  had  gone  to  the  camp  of  Tzarkoie-celo ; 
but  the  number  necessary  for  the  ordinary  duties 
of  the  garrison  had  not  been  diminished.  In  fact, 
epaulettes  and  tight-buttoned  coats  are  much  more 
rare  than  in  Berlin,  where  the  crowd  is  often  more 
than  half  made  up  of  military  men.  We  have 
seen  a  sentinel  near  the  Brandenburg  gate 
salute  twenty  times  in  as  many  minutes,  even 
when  there  was  no  especial  occasion  for  officers 
being  abroad ;  but  in  the  most  frequented  parts  of 
St.  Petersburg,  we  passed  day  after  day  without 
seeing  a  musket  moved.  In  short,  though  we 
expected  to  be  tormented  both  night  and  day 
with  warlike  noises — with  din  of  troops  marching 
and  countermarching — we  did  not  once  hear  the 
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sound  of  fife  and  drum  all  the  time  we  were  in  the 
capital.  We  never  saw  any  large  body  of  military, 
unless  when  we  went  to  some  place  on  purpose. 
Among  the  soldiers  met  in  the  streets,  however, 
one  thing  struck  us  as  curious  enough — the  pro- 
vision with  which  medals  are  lavished  on  all  who 
have  served  any  time.  It  is  quite  ridiculous :  a 
medal  would  seem  to  be  given  for  every  action, 
great  or  small,  in  which  the  troops  are  not  beaten. 
We  often  see  sergeants  with  as  many  as  seven 
medals  glittering  in  a  line  across  the  breast,  like 
watches  in  a  shop-window. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

THE    PEASANT    IN    CHURCH;     SIGN    OF    THE    CROSS; 

BELLS;    SUPERSTITIONS. 

Popular  deTotions  —  Priests  —  Chanting — Genuflexions —  Melan- 
choly sight — Ignorance  of  true  religion — Crossing  themselves 
from  mom  to  night — Their  respect  for  bells— Pleasant  associ- 
ations— Superstitions — Fortune-telling — Gipsies  —  Lucky  days — 
Thirteen  at  table — Upsetting  the  salt — Meeting  a  monk,  &c. 
—  Fatalism — Opposed  to  insurances,  &c.»  Russians  very  chari- 
table to  the  poor. 

With  all  their  equipages  and  decorations, 
this  crowd  of  nobles,  foreigners,  and  soldiers, 
in  the  gay  Nefskoi,  is  not  so  attractive  as  our 
humble  friends  in  the  sheepskins.  To  a  stranger, 
the  genuine  new-caught  Russian  is  worth  all  his 
civilized  superiors  in  the  empire.  Wherever  he 
may  be  seen,  he  is  a  most  interesting  subject  for 
study ;  but  nowhere  more  than  in  church. 

Follow  him  into  the  beautiful  temple  of  the 
Virgin  of  Kasan,  and  you  find  him  on  his  knees, 
repeating  his  prayers  after  the  priest,  with  a 
fluency  which  nothing  can  arrest,  and  a  devotion 
which  nothing  can  distract.     Pass  him,  or  jostle 
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him  as  you  may,  he  is  too  deeply  engaged  with 
his  pious  work  to  take  the  least  notice  of  you.  It 
is  always  painful  to  be  present,  an  unconcerned 
spectator,  where  a  religious  service  is  going  for- 
ward in  which  the  heart  cannot  join.  We  feel  as 
if  intruding  on  that  which  we  have  no  right  to 
witness,  and  seem  to  scoff  without  wishing  to  do  so. 
In  Russia,  however,  there  is  no  occasion  for  feel- 
ing thus.  Let  the  stranger  take  off  his  hat  on 
entering,  and  he  is  no  more  looked  at  than  one  of 
the  pillars  :  he  disturbs  nobody. 

We  are  here  surrounded  by  splendour.  The 
noble  simplicity  of  the  design — two  long  pillared 
aisles  in  the  form  of  a  cross — only  renders  the  rich- 
ness of  the  materials  more  conspicuous.  From  a 
floor  of  the  costliest  marble,  the  eye  rises  to  a 
light  and  lofty  dome,  spangled  with  stars  of  gold, 
that  twinkle  from  a  sky  of  the  deepest  blue. 
There  is  neither  gallery  nor  buttress  to  break  the 
fine  height.  Even  the  dais,  occupied  by  the 
priests,  scarcely  breaks  the  general  outUne ;  it  is 
but  a  simple  step  or  two,  not  far  from  the  en- 
trance. There  they  stand,  in  strong  array,  with 
long  beards  flowing  over  their  robes  of  em- 
broidered crimson,  and  wearing  a  lofty  black  hat, 
that  gives  yet  more  dignity  to  their  stately  forms. 
Their  deep  rich  voices  make  the  vaults  ring,  as 
they   chant    the  prayers,    aided    by  a   band   of 
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bearded  choristers,  ranged  beside  singing-desks, 
within  a  side-railing.  Great  care  being  taken  in 
training  the  singers,  this  part  of  the  service  is 
always  exceedingly  impressive ;  finer  voices  we 
have  never  heard.' 

But  the  crowd  of  worshippers  is  the  most  inte- 
resting sight.  Every  person  as  he  enters  kisses 
the  sacred  picture  near  the  door,  or  tries  to  reach 
that  hanging  on  the  wall, — to  which  latter,  as  it  is 
of  more  than  ordinary  sanctity,  you  may  see  parents 
raising  their  little  infants,  that  they  too  may 
touch  it  with  their  lips.  Of  these  effigies,  as 
hinted  elsewhere,  the  more  sacred  usually  have 
the  brow,  the  cheeks,  and  the  arms  covered  with 
silver,  the  votive  oflering  of  the  pious,  whose 
gratitude  to  the  saint  whom  he  thus  seeks  to 
honour  for  deliverance  from  sickness  or  danger, 
has  overcome  his  taste ;  for  the  appearance  given 
to  the  picture  by  this  tinsel  covering  is  truly 
ludicrous.  What  makes  them  more  hideous  to 
the  indifferent  spectator,  however,  only  gives  them 
greater  attraction  in  the  eyes  of  the  faithful.  To 
these,  accordingly,  the  people  flock  in  greatest 
numbers. 

His  salutation  over,  the  peasant  selects  a  place 
for  himself  on  the  floor,  as  near  the  priest  as  pos- 
sible. There  is  a  woman  in  one  of  the  aisles,  with 
a  small  table  or  basket  before  her,  selling  long  slen- 
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der  tapers ;  and  from  her  the  more  devout  make  a 
purchase,  and^  lighting  it^  set  their  offering  on  one 
of  the  little  triangular  frames  of  wood,  planted 
among  the  pillars,  and  stuck  all  over  with  nails  for 
attaching  these  gifts  to.  Though  it  be  sabbath, 
many  workmen  are  busy  polishing  some  steps  with 
pumice,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  officiating  priests ; 
but  no  one  is  distracted  by  the  noise ;  the  people 
come  here  to  pray,  not  to  look  about  them. 

The  mutterings  and  prostrations  of  the  worship- 
pers are  most  singular.  Some,  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  assembly,  may  remain  standing ;  but  the 
greater  part  have  their  knees  bent  to  the  naked 
floor.  At  certain  words,  however,  all,  both  those 
who  were  standing  and  those  who  kneel,  strike 
their  very  foreheads  on  the  earth,  with  great 
vehemence,  uttering,  at  the  same  time,  some 
words  from  the  priest ;  and  this  again  and  again 
before  the  service  is  finished.  Some  poor  old 
women  are  always  the  most  conspicuous  in  these 
violent  mancBuvres ;  but  all  ages  and  classes,  and 
both  sexes,  join  with  more  or  less  ardour.  At 
vespers,  we  have  seen  most  respectably-dressed 
ladies  going  through  the  whole  ceremony  with 
great  fury.  In  short,  the  mummery  of  their 
religion  surpasses  all  that  we  had  previously  wit- 
nessed. There  is  nothing  like  it  in  Catholic 
countries ;  it  can  only  be  compared  to  the  violence 
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of  some  of  the  Hindus.  One  can  scarcely  de- 
scribe the  emotion  which  he  feels  on  seeing  a 
crowded  assembly  going  through  all  these  cross- 
ings, and  attitudes,  and  genuflexions,  so  strange 
and  so  outrageous*  It  is  impossible  not  to  be 
moved  with  sorrow  for  those  who  look  upon  such 
things  as  constituting  religion. 

Whether  this  extreme  attention  to  forms  be 
accompanied  with  any  real  religious  knowledge^  is  a 
question  which  few  foreigners  are  qualified  to  decide. 
Judging,  however,  firom  what  we  were  told  by  Rus- 
sians themselves,  we  cannot  hesitate  to  say,  that  with 
the  lower  orders  in  this  country,  religion  is  little 
better  than  superstition.  Of  the  true  nature  of  the 
Great  Atonement,  they  are  utterly  ignorant ;  and 
even  of  the  first  principle  of  all  religion,  the  Ex- 
istence of  a  Supreme,  they  entertain  the  most  im- 
perfect notions.  With  the  boor,  God  is  only 
something  higher  than  the  emperor ;  they  think 
not  of  him  as  an  omnipotent  spiritual  Being,  but 
as  one  residing  they  know  not  where,  who  will  pu- 
nish them  for  neglecting  church  and  their  prescribed 
forms^  nearly  in  the  same  way  as  they  would  be 
punished  for  disobeying  a  mandate  of  the  emperor. 
Of  a  future  state,  their  notions  are  also  very  in- 
definite. 

In  short,  as  has  often  been  said  before  now, 
'*the  Russian's  religion  consists  in  being  able  to 
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make  the  sign  of  the  crossJ'*  He  is  crossing  him- 
self all  day  long.  When  he  first  comes  forth  into 
the  open  air,  in  the  morning,  if  no  church  be  in 
sight  from  his  own  door,  he  listens  for  the  first 
sound  of  some  bell,  then,  turning  towards  it, 
crosses  himself  with  great  fervour,  to  ensure  a 
blessing  on  the  undertakings  of  the  day.  He 
crosses  himself  before  and  after  each  meal.  When 
you  make  a  bargain  with  him,  he  crosses  himself 
that  it  may  prosper.  When  his  countryman  spits 
upon  him  (as  they  do  by  way  of  anathema,  when  in 
anger  with  each  other),  he  meekly  crosses  himself, 
to  avert  the  curse.  When  the  peasant,  who  is  to 
drive  you,  takes  the  reins  in  his  hand,  he  crosses 
himself  to  keep  away  accidents ;  and  every  steeple 
he  passes  gets  the  same  mark  of  respect.  Some- 
times the  edifice  thus  saluted  is  so  far  off  that  the 
stranger  wonders  at  the  quickness  shown  in  disco- 
vering it,  and  is  often  at  a  loss  to  catch  the  distant 
hamlet  where  it  stands.  In  like  manner,  the  per- 
son sitting  beside  you  in  any  public  conveyance, 
crosses  himself  every  time  you  start  with  new 
horses.  What  the  old  do  thus  frequently,  the  young 
of  course  imitate.  If  you  give  a  child  a  piece  of 
money,  its  little  hand  is  up  in  a  moment,  to  make 
the  sign  of  the  cross,  by  way  of  blessing  and 
thanking  you. 

Much  of  this  crossing  work  may  be  seen  at  all 
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houis— even  in  the  streets ; — for,  whether  in  the 
city  or  in  the  country,  no  Russian  ever  passes  a 
church  without  pausing  when  he  comes  opposite  its 
centre,  to  make  the  sign  of  the  cross,  from  brow 
to  breast,  and  utter  some  pious  ejaculation,  pre* 
scribed  for  the  occasion.  This  operation  may  be 
seen  going  on  incessantly,  before  every  church  of 
the  capital;  and  on  the  most  frequented  walks 
there  are  certain  small  places,  like  shrines,  with 
pictures  and  gilding  in  them,  in  front  of  which  it  is 
also  performed.  It  is  not  alone  the  grave  and  the 
aged  who  pause  at  these  places,  but  also  the  giddy 
and  the  young.  You  have  just  seen  some  gray- 
haired  general  do  it — ^but,  wait  one  minute;  a 
laughing  band  of  youngsters  is  coming  up.  Now 
they  are  opposite  the  chiuxjh  or  the  shrine — their 
mirth  and  their  talk  have  ceased-— each  crosses 
himself  devoutly — utters  a  prayer  or  two — you  see 
his  lips  moving — then  passes  gravely  on,  the  laugh 
and  the  jest  being  resumed  only  when  they  are 
some  way  off. 

So  far  is  this  crossing  mania  carried,  that  when 
a  Russian  enters  your  room,  he  cannot  say  **  Good 
morning  I"  till  he  has  crossed  himself  to  the  Sa^ 
viour's  pictm^.  A  man  in  any  public  way,  such 
as  an  innkeeper,  must  always  have  a  picture  hung 
in  his  own  apartment,  in  addition  to  that  in  the 
public  room,  to  which  each  Russian  turns  before  he 
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sits  down  to  eat.  While  at  breakfast  at  an  inn  one 
morning,  in  a  small  room  off  the  public  one,  we 
were  roused  by  the  solemn  chanting  of  a  priest  in 
his  robes,  whom  we  found,  with  his  attendants, 
praying  before  the  picture  of  our  Saviour  in  the 
comer.  Waiting  to  learn  how  the  ceremony  would 
close,  we  saw  abundance  of  the  usual  signing ;  with 
the  painted  wooden  crucifix  in  his  hand,  about  a 
foot  long,  he  made  the  sign  of  the  cross  towards 
each  of  the  four  comers,  and  withdrew.  It  appears 
that  some  of  the  priests  have  little  to  Uve  by,  be- 
yond the  offerings  obt^uned  from  the  people,  for 
these  chantings  and*  crossings  before  their  sacred 
images,  or  for  saying  prayers  in  families  on  high 
holidays. 

Another  very  remarkable  part  of  the  religion  of 
the  Russians  is  their  respect  for  bells  ;  and  there 
is  something  so  inexpressibly  sweet  in  the  sound  of 
all  we  hear  in  this  country,  that  we  can  almost 
forgive  this  superstition.  The  air  resounds  with 
them  fipom  mora  to  eve.  Every  chmt^h  is  furnished 
with  several;  and  among  these  some  are  very 
expensive.  They  have  not  the  deep  solemn  sound 
of  English  bells,  but  a  rich  sweetness,  never  heard 
except  here,  and  said,  poetically  perhaps,  to  arise 
from  the  predominance  of  silver  in  their  composi- 
tion. They  are  not  swung^  as  with  us ;  as  if  this 
were  deemed  too  rude  a  way  of  treating  these 
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venerated  objects,  it  is  merely  the  tongue  that  is 
moved.  This  is  accomplished  by  tying  a  cord  to 
the  tapering  point,  and  then  pulling  it  forward  or 
allowing  it  to  sink  back,  so  as  to  strike  either  side 
at  pleasure.  No  sooner  has  the  peasant  caught  the 
sound  than  his  fingers  are  in  motion  to  his  forehead. 

This  reverence,  perhaps,  begins  even  when  they 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  founder.  The  child  casts 
its  mite  into  the  melting  mass,  and  the  beggar  his 
onlyahns.  The  bride  gives  her  ornaments,  and  the 
princess  sells  her  pearls ;  all  are  eager  to  aid  in  the 
pious  work.  Gold  and  silver  are,  in  consequence, 
so  profusely  parted  with  on  such  occasions,  that 
some  of  these  bells  have  grown  to  be  the  monarchs 
of  their  tribe.  Russia  boasts  of  having  the  largest 
bells  in  the  world. 

The  day  on  which  a  bell  is  consecrated,  is  always 
marked  with  great  solemnity  and  rejoicing ;  and 
throughout  the  whole  of  its  existence  it  joins  in 
the  joy  and  in  the  gloom  of  the  flock  over  which  it 
presides ;  for  it  is  tolled  on  every  occasion  of  sor- 
row or  of  gladness.  Little  wonder  that  these  objects 
are  so  much  beloved :  for,  perhaps,  the  happiest  and 
most  romaatic  associations  of  the  Russian  are  linked 
with  his  village  bells. 

In  a  land  where  there  is  so  little  bordering  on 
romance,  this  trait  of  national  character  is  not  un- 
welcome. But  if  we  attempt  to  ascertain  what  it  is 
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they  worship  in  their  bells,  the  result  will  be  far 
from  distinct.  We  could  never  learn  whether 
the  salute  in  passing  a  church  be  to  the  building  or 
to  the  metal :  that  it  proceeds  from  respect  th  Him 
with  whose  service  they  are  connected,  would  be 
asserting  too  much  of  a  people,  with  the  great  mass 
of  whom  religion,  we  fear,  is  nothing  but  ig- 
norance. 

The  Russians  also  place  great  reliance  on  the 
gifts  of  fortune-tellers.  Gipsies  consequently  are 
a  privileged  race,  and  drive  a  thriving  trade  in 
the  land.  In  short,  the  instances  of  credulity  and 
weakness  met  with  among  the  lower,  and  not  un- 
known even  among  the  higher  classes,  are  most 
melancholy.  The  belief  in  lucky  and  unlucky 
days,  for  setting  out  on  a  journey  or  commencing 
any  undertaking — the  evil  consequences  of  meet- 
ing certain  kinds  of  people,  such  as  a  monk — ^the 
danger  of  having  thirteen  at  dinner,  or  of  upsetting 
the  salt ;  in  fact,  all  the  absurdities  which  were  so 
prevalent  in  Scotland,  and  which  are  not  yet  quite 
abandoned  in  many  parts  of  it,  still  reign  here 
with  undiminished  authority. 

Their  enmity  to  vaccination,  already  mentioned, 
arises  from  some  superstitious  scruple ;  and  we  all 
know  that  its  introduction  was  opposed  from 
similar  motives,  even  in  more  enlightened  coun- 
tries, where  it   was  pronounced  impious  to  adopt 
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any  such  means  for  averting  what  was  sent  by 
Heaven. 

It  would  appear  to  be  from  some  notions  of  the 
same  kind  that  the  Russians  have  such  a  reluc- 
tance to  insure  houses,  or  property  of  any  descrip- 
tion. It  is  long  since  attempts  were  made  to 
establish  insurance  companies;  but,  until  very 
lately,  such  unbecoming  schemes  never  met  with 
encouragement.  In  fact,  they  are  half  Turks  in 
their  practice,  if  not  in  their  faith;  and  act  as 
if  it  were  impious  to  struggle  against  fate. 

One  thing,  however,  must  be  mentioned  that  is 
greatly  to  their  credit — their  charity  to  the  poor.  In 
St.  Petersburg  very  few  beggars  are  to  be  seen ;  but 
in  the  country  villages,  when  a  carriage  or  stage- 
coach stops,  some  of  them  are  instantly  in  attend- 
ance  ;  and  we  never  saw  a  Russian  dismiss  them 
unrelieved.  A  bearded  merchant  with  whom  we 
travelled  for  a  few  days,  seldom  passed  a  halting- 
place  without  leaving  a  liberal  alms  and  his 
blessing. 

It  were  unjust  not  to  admit  also,  that  in  the 
character  of  the  nation  at  large  there  may  be 
discovered  much  of  that  meekness  which  is  one  of 
the  best  fruits  of  genuine  religion.  Their  lords 
may  be  proud  and  tyrannical,  but  the  people  are 
the  most  patient,  submissive  creatures  imaginable. 
Neither  insult  nor  blows  drive  them  to  revenge. 


140  RUSSIAN   FORBJ^RANCE. 

For  ten  times  less  than  what  we  have  seen  a  Rus- 
sian endure  without  a  murmur,  an  Italian  would 
plunge  his  knife  to  the  hilt  in  the  breast  of  his 
dearest  friend.  There  is  something  touching  in 
the  patience  with  which  wrong  is  endured  here. 
You  see  a  man  struck — ^it  is  a  too  frequent  sight. 
He  is  strong  enough  to  crush  like  a  worm  the 
thing  that  has  smote  him;  yet  his  hand  is  not 
raised  in  return ;  the  silent  reproach  of  his  eye 
tells  that  he  is  not  insensible  to  the  indignity, 
though  he  will  not,  or  dare  not,  resent  it. 
But  of  this  more  in  a  new  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  Xll. 

CRUELTY    WITH    WHICH    THE    LOWER    ORDERS    ARE 

TREATED — ^THEIR   FOOD. 

Meekness  under  the  harshest  usage — The  scourge — Beatings — 
Severity  of  masters— Ladies  and  their  servants — Family  execu- 
tioner— The  hutler  punbhed-^Brutality  of  government  under* 
lings — Scene  with  the  policeman —  with  the  post-office  clerk  — 
**Off  hats" — Spitting  when  angry — Peasants  kind  and  happy 
with  each  other — Their  general  character — Honesty-^Easily  con- 
tented— Tlieir  food — Cucumhers,  cabbage,  sours— Wages  —  In 
general,  better  provided  in  regard  to  food  and  lodging  than  the 
Irish  and  some  of  the  Scotch  peasantry. 

The  position  in  which  the  Russian  serfs  stand 
towards  the  proprietors  of  the  soil,  will  be  more 
particularly  mentioned  at  a  future  page,  when  the 
emperor's  reforms  come  to  be  discussed.  At  pre- 
sent, we  are  giving  merely  a  few  general  facts, 
illustrative  of  the  condition  of  the  lower  orders. 

The  peasant,  then,  as  was  hinted  at  the  close  of 
the  last  chapter,  seems  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  all 
who  choose  to  lift  the  arm  against  him.  His  lord 
orders  him  stripes,  as  many  and  as  often  as  be 
pleases.     The  poor  creature  is  made  to  stoop  on 
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his  hands  and  knees^  while  a  man  smites  him  with 
a  rod  on  the  back  the  prescribed  number  of  times. 
Though  degrading,  however,  this  chastisement 
is  not  often  severe ;  it  is  quite  distinct  from  the 
terrible  knout,  which  is  inflicted  only  by  the 
sentence  of  a  judge,  and  lacerates  the  sufferer  so 
dreadfully  that  it  is  long  before  he  recovers,  if  at 
all.*  This  latter  species  of  torture  we  never  saw 
inflicted ;  indeed  we  purposely  avoided  seeing  it ; 
but  no  one  can  be  long  in  Russia  without  seeing 
many  instances  of  the  common  beating.  When 
a  workman  offends  his  overseer,  he  is  punished 
with  stripes,  A  poor  labourer  on  one  of  the 
churches,  who  had  been  ordered  to  let  none  pass 
through  a  certain  part  of  the  building,  having 
inadvertently  allowed  a  party  of  us  to  do  so,  remon- 
strated with  us  for  our  conduct,  and,  in  enume- 
rating the  serious  consequences  that  would  ensue 
to  him  from  our  trespass,  significantly  pointed  to 
his  back,  imitating  the  blows  which  awaited 
him. 

Nobles  and  military  men,  all  who  wear  a  govern- 
ment uniform  of  any  kind,  seem  to  possess — or  if 
they  do  not  possess  it,  they  exercise — the  privilege 
of  beating  the  lower  orders,  whenever  they  feel 
offended  with  any  of  them.  It  is  thus  that  the 
peasants  crouch  before  their  superiors  in  terror. 

*  See  Chap.  XXII.  on  Prisons,  &c. 
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Even  the  servants  of  the  better  classes  claim  the 
privilege  of  beating  those  beneath  them  ;  but  it  is 
only  to  be  themselves  beaten  in  their  tm*n  by  the 
master  himself,  or  by  his  executioner, — who,  though 
this  may  not  be  his  name,  is  an  indispensable  ap- 
pendage to  every  great  establishment.  The 
Russians  try  to  conceal  from  strangers  that  they 
chastise  their  domestic  servants  in  this  way  :  we 
ourselves  saw  no  instance  of  it,  but  we  have  been 
told  by  an  Italian,  in  whom  we  have  every  con- 
fidence, who  had  lived  among  the  nobles  in  the 
country,  that  he  knew  it  to  be  a  regular  practice. 
At  dinner  one  day,  in  the  house  of  a  man  of  high 
rank,  one  of  the  principal  servants,  equivalent  to 
our  butler,  omitted  something  at  table — a  mere 
trifle ;  but  the  master's  blood  was  chafed  at  the 
mistake — ^his  face  grew  black.  He  was  too  polite, 
however,  to  say  a  word  before  a  stranger;  but 
this  self-command  did  not  save  the  ofiender.  The 
private  signal  had  been  given  to  the  man  of  the 
scourge,  who  understands  too  well  to  need  that  his 
master  should  betray  his  barbarity  in  the  presence 
of  foreigners ;  and  that  night  a  respectable  do- 
mestic bled  for  an  offence  which  every  where  else 
would  have  been  suflBciently  rebuked  with  a 
word  I 

None  are  more  strict,  he  said,  than  ladies,  in 
punishing    their    servants.       The    executioner's 
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any  poor  man,  at  whom  he  takes  (^fences  to 
be  beaten  ¥rith  rods.  Without  the  concHrremoe 
of  a  magistraiej  no  person  can  be  formally  beaten, 
unless  by  his  own  master  or  by  his  orders.  This 
beating  proeess,  therefore^  though  there  be  quite 
enough  of  it,  still  does  not  go  on  to  such  an 
extent  as  Dr.  Clarke  and  other  authors  have 
represented,  in  their  well-wrought  pictures  of  the 
emperor  beating  his  prime-minister,  the  prime* 
minister  his  secretary,  and  so  downwards,  till,  from 
the  first  to  the  last  link  in  the  social  chain  of 
Russia,  there  is  nothing  but  stripes  and  howling, 
from  morning  to  night. 

This  nominal  protection  of  the  magistrate,  how* 
ever,  does  not  shield  the  poor  man  from  much  con* 
tumely  and  much  wrong.  The  brutality  with  which 
he  is  treated  is  often  of  such  a  kind,  as  to  be  almost 
incredible  when  repeated.  A  gentleman  told  us  one 
day  at  dinner,  that  he  had  just  seen  a  police-officer 
reprimanding  his  inferior  on  the  public  quay.  After 
abusing  him  in  the  most  dreadful  terms — Russian 
abuse  is  altogether  hideous — ^he  took  the  offender's 
nose  in  his  fingers  and  twisted  it  violently,  then 
spit  in  his  face  and  walked  away.  With  so  good  a 
lesson  in  rudeness  from  his  superior,  the  poor 
watchman  who  had  been  thus  treated,  would,  of 
course,  tear  the  beard  and  trample  on  the  body  of 
the  first  peasant  who  fell  into  his  clutches. 

VOL.  I.  L 
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It  should  be  mentioned,  however,  as  a  part  of 
Rusian  character,  that  this  man,  so  ready  to  twist 
his  inferior's  nose,  would  be  the  most  cringing 
creature  possible  before  a  superior.  It  is  in  this 
class  of  subordinates  that  the  worst  specimens  of 
the  nation  are  to  be  found.  Unfortunately  these 
are  precisely  the  people  whom  foreigners  come 
most  in  contact  with ;  and  such  being  the  case, 
can  it  be  wondered  at  that  so  many  travellers  go 
away  with  an  abhorrence  of  the  nation  ? 

There  is  nothing  that  a  Russian  underling 
is  so  tenacious  of,  as  that  every  person  who 
has  any  thing  to  do  with  him  shall  take  off  his 
hat  before  him  —  a  formality  which  Britons 
in  general  are  so  little  prepared  for,  that  we 
were  not  surprised  to  read  in  the  newspapers 
some  time  ago,  of  an  Englishman  at  St.  Peters- 
burg having  got  into  most  serious  difficulty,  in 
consequence  of  some  rudeness  shown  to  him  at 
a  public  institution,  before  the  officers  of  which  he 
had  not  supposed  it  necessary  to  cringe  hat  in 
hand. 

We  can  fully  believe  what  has  been  reported  of 
this  case,  after  witnessing  the  following  off-hat 
scene  in  the  lobby  of  a  post-office  in  one  of  the 
towns  in  the  interior.  A  foreigner,  who  had  a 
letter  to  despatch,  knocked  at  the  little  window 
and  civilly  asked  the  clerk  who  appeared,  **  Est-ce 
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•CI  que  ran  affranchit  les  lettres  pour   Saint- 
Petershourg  ?" 

Otez  voire  chapeaUf  dahordy*  was  the  reply, 
et  je  vous  dirai.** 

JeTaurais  dijhfaiU  sifavais  su  que  citait 
nicessaire  ;  mats  je  ne  suts  pas  chez  vous  ;  je  me 
trouve  dans  lafoule,  et  dans  une  telle  position^je 
ne  vous  dots  pas  cette  politesse.'' 

"  Otez  votre  chapeau^  je  vous  dis^**  roared  he  in 
rising  choler.  "  On  le  fait  toujour s  devant  des 
gens  comme  Ufaut** 

^^  Monsieur  J  je  ne  viens  pas  pour  discuter. 
Faites-moi  le  plaisir  de  prendre  ma  lettre — *' 

"  Otez  votre  chapeau^*'  was  again  the  monster's 
reply,  "  Otez  votre  chapeau^  ou  je  ferme  la 
griUer 

It  would  have  been  superfluous  to  have  told 
this  man  comme-ilfaut^  that  it  was  never  cus- 
tomary to  take  off  the  hat  to  a  person  when  you 
were  speaking  through  a  hole  to  him— that  neither 
in  London,  Paris,  nor  St.  Petersburg,  was  it 
usual  to  make  people  take  off  their  hats  in  a 
public  lobby.  To  have  reasoned  with  him  longer 
would  have  been  as  wise  as  to  hold  parley  with  the 
Russian  bear.  The  best  argument  for  such  a  man, 
and  the  whole  of  his  too  numerous  tribe,  is  that  em- 
ployed by  the  emperor,  who  causes  every  fellow 

l2 
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guilty  of  behaving  rudely  in  matters  of  duty,  to  be 
scourged  comme  ilfaut. 

Generally  speaking,  nothing  can  be  more  brutal 
than  the  conduct  of  every  man  wearing  a  uniform, 
whenever  he  has  it  in  his  power ;  it  is  in 
this  way  that  the  underling  revenges  himself  for 
the  contumelious  treatment  he  is  doomed  to  endure 
firom  those  above  him.  To  the  poor  in  particular, 
they  behave  in  a  way  which  it  makes  the  cheek 
bum  to  think  of.  Fortunately,  however,  this 
official  brutality  is  not  imitated  by  people  of  the 
lower  ranks  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other. 
Their  taskmasters  may  be  cruel  and  arbitrary,  but 
the  peasants  among  themselves  are  affectionate 
and  sympathizing  to  a  remarkable  degree :  they 
may  squabble  in  wordsy  and  that  most  furiously — 
railing  at  each  other  with  amazing  volubility — but 
they  seldom  come  to  blows.  One  part  of  their  con- 
duct to  each  other  when  angry  is  far  from  laudable 
— it  is  the  fashion,  already  alluded  to,  of  spitting 
with  contempt  at  the  man  who  displeases  them. 
This  is  done  also  by  the  better  classes,  with  those 
whom  they  cannot  venture  to  beat.  In  fact,  it  is 
common  in  all  ranks ;  and  is  put  in  force  on  all 
occasions  of  provocation  or  dissatisfaction,  however 
trivial.  Thus,  a  person  who  was  one  day  helping 
us  to  buy  a  carriage,  was  so  much  offended  by  the 
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coachmaker's  exorbitant  demands,  that  he  spit 
upon  him  and  turned  away  in  disdain.  The  fashion 
would  seem  to  be  of  oriental  origin.  Mussulmen, 
it  is  well  known,  spit  onjhe  ground  when  en- 
raged. 

It  is  seldom,  however,  that  the  lower  orders  of 
Russians  go  beyond  this  in  their  quarrels.  We 
never  saw  a  fight  amongst  them  of  any  kind,  but 
scenes  of  hugging  and  kissing  are  most  amazingly 
frequent  among  the  bearded  gentlemen.  Their 
politeness  to  each  other  knows  no  bounds.  Two 
fellows  in  sheepskins,  when  they  happen  to  be 
intimate  fiiends,  bow  to  each  other  in  passing,  as 
profoundly  as  a  couple  of  French  Academicians. 
This  bowing  propensity  is  not  so  indiscriminate, 
however,  as  among  the  French,  who  bow  to  all, 
friend  and  foe,  but  more  especially  to  their  supe- 
riors. The  Russian,  on  the  other  hand,  seldom 
takes  any  notice  of  those  he  does  not  know  :  it  is 
only  to  his  woolly  brother  that  his  ragged  hat  comes 
off  in  passing  along  the  road.  To  the  stranger 
who  asks  his  assistance,  however,  he  is  most  polite, 
being  all  attention  to  his  but  half  intelligible  in- 
quiries, and  at  great  pains  to  aid  him  in  every  way. 
The  smallest  trifle  pleases  in  the  shape  of  a  reward 
for  any  service  of  this  kind.  If  you  are  a  foreigner, 
and  speak  the  language  imperfectly,  he  will  never 
smile  at  your  blunders,  as  most  Englishmen  do,  and 


150  RUSSIAN    HONESTY. 

cannot  resist  doing,  when  addressed  by  a  foreigner 
in  similar  circumstances.  Instead  of  laughing  at 
you  for  making  mistakes,  the  Russian's  wonder 
seems  to  be  that  you  know  a  word  at  all ; '  and 
though  generally  quick  in  seizing  your  intentions, 
even  when  imperfectly  expressed,  he  is  always 
eager  to  encourage,  and  help  out  with  the  at- 
tempted  explanation. 

Duplicity  and  treachery,  so  far  as  our  experience 
went,  are  extremely  rare  amongst  them.  We  do 
not  recollect  a  single  attempt  to  extort  money  from 
us,  on  the  score  of  our  being  foreigners.  The 
shopkeepers,  indeed,  always  asked  too  much  for 
any  thing  we  wanted  to  buy ;  but  this  they  prac- 
tise on  their  own  countrymen,  with  the  same  lati- 
tude as  on  strangers :  it  is  never  looked  upon  as 
cheating,  but  merely  as  a  necessary  branch  of  the 
art  of  bargain-making,  which  both  parties,  buyer 
and  seller,  are  supposed  to  have  studied  in  its 
fullest  extent. 

In  short,  we  have  every  reason  to  look  upon  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  as  of  excellent  natural 
dispositions — ^patient  under  wrong — amiable,  warm- 
hearted, and  grateful  to  those  who  treat  them  well. 
When  confidence  is  reposed  in  them,  their  honesty 
is  proof  against  every  temptation.  It  is  well  known 
that  there  is  a  particular  class  of  poor  peasants, 
from  certain  districts  in  the  interior,  employed  by 
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the  greatest  merchants  of  St.  Petersburg,  in  col- 
lecting and  paying  money ;  and  such  is  their  in- 
tegrity, that,  though  sums  to  a  vast  amount  are 
daily  passing  through  their  hands,  not  a  penny  has 
ever  been  embezzled  by  them.  An  English 
merchant,  who  probably  pays  away  more  than 
any  other  trader  in  Russia,  says,  that  he  has 
for  many  years  been  in  the  habit  of  sending 
money  to  remote  parts  of  the  counifry  by  one  of 
these  men,  without  ever  losing  one  farthing  of 
it }  though,  from  the  distance  of  the  places  where 
the  payments  had  to  be  made,  he  had  repeatedly 
had  it  in  his  power  to  embezzle  large  sums,  with- 
out the  remotest  chance  of  detection  until' too 
late. 

From  the  whole  of  our  intercourse  with  them, 
therefore,  as  well  as  what  we  heard  from  friends  who 
have  been  long  in  St.  Petersburg,  we  are  firmly 
persuaded  that  Dr.  Clarke's  character  of  the  lower 
orders  of  Russians  is  unjust.  Faults  they  have,  and 
those  not  a  few ;  but  they  are  not  the  lying,  dis- 
honest creatures  he  paints  them,  more  than  they 
are  the  exemplary,  faultless  beings  which  Russian 
authors  have  of  late  begun  to  hold  them  up  for. 

The  Russian  peasant  is  satisfied  with  the 
plainest  food.  No  people  in  Europe  are  so 
coarsely  fed.  Their  diet  consists  of  the  most 
acrid  articles  that  were  ever  devised — pickled  cu- 


152  ACRID    FOOD. 

cumbers,  pickled  cabbage^  or  pickled  mushrooms, 
with  a  piece  of  black  bread,  are  their  daily  fare. 
At  rare  intervals,  they  may  taste  a  little  fish,  or 
even  butcher-meat ;  but  these  also — the  fish  at  all 
events — are  atrociously  acrid.  To  satisfy  this  taste 
for  sours,  the  quantity  of  cucumbers  raised  here  is 
quite  surprising :  every  market-place  in  the  king- 
dom displays  heaps  of  them  from  side  to  side.  In 
the  country  towns,  a  hundred  good  ones  may  be 
bought  for  threepence.  At  the  tables  of  the 
middle  classes  they  are  seen  almost  every  day, 
and  are  presented  in  the  usual  way — that  is,  in 
slices.  But  the  poor  seldom  use  them  until 
prepared  in  something  of  the  following  fashion :  A 
cask,  not  always  very  clean,  is  strewed  with  a 
layer  of  fi-esh  oak-leaves  at  the  bottom.  Over  this, 
a  layer  of  cucumbers  is  placed ;  after  which,  more 
leaves — then  cucumbers  again — and  so  on  till  the 
vessel  is  full.  A  pickle  of  salt  and  water  is  now 
poured  in,  till  the  whole  be  well  saturated ;  and  so 
strong  is  the  compound,  that,  when  stored  in  a  cold 
place,  the  cucumbers  will  keep  a  whole  year  in  their 
briny  element.  Eaten  in  moderation,  the  cu- 
cumber thus  prepared  will  be  found  a  very  tolera- 
ble relish,  even  by  the  stranger. 

Their  cabbage  we  did  not  taste,  but  were  told 
that  it  is  not  unlike  the  sauer-kraut  of  the 
Germans,  though  the  mode  of  preparation  is  not 
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quite  the  same.  Instead  of  employing  vinegar 
and  juniper-leaves  in  the  process,  the  Russians 
simply  slice  the  vegetable  very  small,  then  pour 
water  over  it,  and  let  the  compound  lie  until  the 
cabbage  becomes  sour  by  the  fermentation  that  has 
taken  place.  This  fermenting  process  goes  best 
on,  of  course,  in  warm  weather :  when  it  has  been 
favourably  performed,  the  vegetable  may  be  pre- 
served till  summer  come  again. 

We  have  said  that  mushrooms  constitute  ano- 
ther great  article  of  food  among  the  peasants ; 
but  of  the  way  in  which  these  are  preserved,  as 
i(^ell  as  of  the  nature  of  some  other  national  dishes, 
something  will  be  said  in  another  place.  Suffice 
it  here  to  state  that,  as  eaten  by  the  peasant, 
mushrooms  are  beyond  all  endurable  sourness.  We 
remember  tasting  them  one  day  in  a  market-place 
among  some  soldiers,  who  were  licking  their  lips 
with  delight  over  them ;  and  we  thought  the  taste 
most  horrid.  They  appear  to  salt  them  as  we 
would  beef. 

In  short,  the  Russian  peasant  lives  on  sours — 
unless  his  food  burn  the  palate.  It  would  do  him  no 
good.  But,  without  dwelling  longer  on  this  sub- 
ject, enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  his  diet  is 
wretched.  As  may  easily  be  inferred,  it  is  also  very 
unwholesome.  The  constant  use  of  nothing  but 
salted  food,  renders  the   Russians,  more  liable  to 
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scorbutic  diseases  than  any  nation  in  Europe. 
Though  now  less  frequent,  these  are  still  extremely 
common. 

That  the  food  of  the  Russian  peasant  should  be  so 
poor  will  not  surprise  any,  who  consider  that  his 
earnings  are  exceedingly  small.  Nine  roubles  aweek 
— or  seven  shillings  and  sixpence,  English — are  fre- 
quently all  that  a  labourer  can  gain  ; ,  and,  even  in 
the  manufactories,  the  best  hands  earn  only  eleven 
roubles,  or  nine  shillings  and  sixpence  of  our 
money. 

On  'the  whole,  however,  so  far  at  least  as  mere 
food  and  lodging  are  concerned,  the  Russian  pea- 
sant is  not  so  badly  off  as  the  poor  man  amongst 
ourselves.     He  may  be  rude  and  uneducated — 
liable  to  be  ill-treated  by  his  superiors — intempe- 
rate in  his  habits,  and  filthy  in  his  person ;  but  he 
never  knows  the  misery  to  which  the  Irish  peasant 
is  exposed.      His  food  may  be  coarse;  but  he 
has  abundance  of  it.     His  hut  may  be  homely ; 
but  it  is  dry  and  warm.     We  are  apt  to  fancy  that 
if  our  peasantry  be  badly  off,  we  can  at  least  flatter 
ourselves  with  the  assurance  that  they  are  much 
more  comfortable  than  those  of  foreign  countries. 
But  this  is  a  gross  delusion.   Not  in  Ireland  only, 
but  in  parts  of  Great  Britain  usually  considered  to 
be  exempt  from  the  miseries  of  Ireland,  we  have 
witnessed  wretchedness  compared  with  which  the 
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condition  of  the  Russian  boor  is  luxury,  whether 
he   live   amid  the  crowded  population   of  large 
towns,  or  in  the  meanest  hamlets  of  the  integer. 
There  are  parts  of  Scotland,  for  instance,  where 
the  people  are  lodged  in  houses  which  the  Russian 
peasant  would  not  think  fit  for  his  cattle.     During 
the  present  autumn  (1838),  in  the  rich  and  popu- 
lous county  of  Inverness,  we  have  beheld  scenes 
of  wretchedness,  exceeding  all  that  we  ever  wit- 
nessed, either  in  Russia  or  any  other  part  of  the 
world.      There   is   one   valley,  that  of  Glenelg, 
where  the  families  share  their  cabin  with  the  cow 
and  the  pig ;  the  latter,  aided  by  a  starved  chicken 
or  two,  contending  with  the  children  for  the  com- 
forts of  their  scanty  fire,  from  which  the  cow  is 
separated  only  by  a  wattled  partition,  the  door  in 
which  is  generally  left  open,  that  the  breath  of 
the  animal  may  help  the  fire  to  keep  the  inmates 
warm.      Chimney  there  is  none  in  these  miserable 
cabins ;  so  that  clouds  of  smoke  constantly  fill  every 
comer,  or  issue  from  every  crevice  in  the  roof  and 
walls :  while,  there   being  but  one  common  door 
to  the  two  divisions— that  of  the   family  and   the 
cow — all  that  enter  have  to  wade  through  the  filth 
and  water  of  the  byre,  before  they  can  reach  the 
precarious  shelter  of  the  principal  quarter. 

Compare  the  comforts  of  the  Russian  peasant 
with  such  misery  as  this  1  Before  wasting  our  pity  on 
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him»  we  ought  to  look  at  home,  and  try  to  silence 
the  outcry  which  foreigners  so  justly  raise  against 
us,  when  they  witness  such  scenes  as  these,  in  the 
wealthiest  and  most  civilized  country  in  the  world. 
Let  it  not  be  supposed,  however,  that,  because 
we  admit  the    Russian  peasant  to  be  in  many 
respects  more  comfortable  than  some  of  our  own, 
we*  therefore  consider  his  lot  as,  on  the   whole, 
more  enviable  than  that  of  the  peasant  in  a  free 
country  like  ours.     The  distance  between  them  is 
wide — immeasurable  ;  but  it  can  be  accounted  for 
in   one    single  word — the    British  peasant  has 
rights ;   the   Russian   has    nonet    Does  mere 
abundance  of  food  and  fuel  compensate  for  the 
want  of  all  that  gives  a  man  respect  in  his  own 
eyes,  or  dignity  in  the  estimation  of  others  ?    The 
hut  of  the  meanest  peasant  in  Britain  is  inviolable ; 
that  of  the  Russian  may  be  invaded  without  per- 
ttiission  and  without  warning.     The  poor  man  with 
us  is  not  chained  to  his  dwelling,  but  is  free  to  dis- 
pose of  his  skill  and  labour  where  he  thinks  they 
will  bring  him  the  best  return,  without  once  con- 
sulting the  lord  of  the  soil,  or  paying  him  part  of 
what  he  may  earn  throughout  life.      Above  all,  he 
is  not  liable  to   be  transported  as   a  convict  to 
Siberia  at  the  caprice  of  his  lord, — ^relentlessly  torn 
from  wife,   and  friends,   and    home,  without  the 
power  of  remonstrance  or  the  right  of  appeal. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

THE    RUSSIAN    PEASANT  ASLEEP  ;    AND   AT   WORK. 

Sleeping  in  the  streets — Fearless  workmen — Giddy  ladders — The 
man  and  the  weathercock — Using  the  hatchet — Ingenious  in 
copying  any  thing — Rustic  pianoforte — Dexterous  employment 
of  their  tools. 

Before  leaving  the  Russian  peasant  altogether, 
let  us  glance  at  him  in  his  ordinary  pursuits.  We 
have  already  seen  some  of  his  ways,  but  he  is  such 
an  interesting  fellow,  that  a  few  more  moments 
with  him  will  not  weary. 

Watch  him,  for  instance,  at  work,  and  you  will 
find  him  labouring  most  diligently — getting  through 
an  amazing  quantity  in  any  given  time.  So  will- 
ing  is  he  to  toil  while  any  good  may  be  done,  that, 
in  the  summer  season,  he  lives  almost  without 
sleep.  As  if  he  had  taken  his  fill  of  it  in  the  long 
winter,  he  will  now  toil  both  night  and  day,  with 
little  rest  beyond  the  hurried  snatches  of  slumber 
at  meal-hours.     He  seems  to  care  little  for  a  bed, 
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80  loDg  as  the  nights  are  short :  the  first  shed  or  the 
first  gutter  is  couch  dainty  enough  for  him.  In  the 
country  villages,  along  the  high-road,  crowds  of 
labourers  may  be  seen  stretched  asleep  in  the 
open  air,  by  the  sides  of  houses  ;  but  in  the  capital, 
none  are  to  be  seen  in  the  streets  at  night. 
During  the  day,  however,  just  as  among  the 
poorer  orders  at  Naples,  you  may  see  them  in 
dozens,  stretched  near  the  house  where  they  have 
been  hewing,  or  by  the  boat  which  they  were  un- 
loading, sleeping  till  the  work-bell  rouses  them. 

What  struck  us  most  in  regard  to  these  slumber- 
ing  scenes  was,  the  suddenness  with  which  they 
fall  into  repose.  Some  men  are  said  to  be  able  to 
command  sleep  the  moment  they  court  its  favours : 
the  Russian  peasant  would  seem  to  have  the  same 
power,  for  he  is  asleep  as  soon  as  the  tools  are 
thrown  down.  One  moment  of  the  vacant  hour  is 
given  to  the  scanty  meal — a  poor  onion,  when 
cucumber  may  not  be  had,  and  a  piece  of  rye- 
bread,  need  but  little  carving — and  all  the  rest  is 
bestowed  on  what,  next  to  drinking,  seems  to  be 
their  favourite  dissipation.  They  have  no  idea  of 
filling  up  their  idle  time  with  a  book,  or  talk,  or 
any  other  intellectual  exercise ;  like  the  beasts  that 
perish,  when  appetite  has  been  satisfied,  they  have 
no  resource  but  slumber. 

The  positions  they  choose  for  this  purpose  are 
often  most  surprising.     Where  a  piece  of  pave- 
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ment  is  under  repair,  in  a  crowded  street,  you  may 
see  them  sleeping  among  the  stones  and  mud, 
liable  to  be  run  over  by  the  first  wheel.  A  droschky- 
man  falls  asleep,  standing  by  his  horse's  shoulder, 
and  leaning  his  head  on  the  poor  animal,  which 
never  moves  an  ear  for  fear  of  disturbing  him.  In 
shorty  a  Russian  sleeps  in  every  attitude,  and  on 
every  kind  of  bed — sitting  or  standing — on  the  top 
of  dung-carts,  or  perched  on  a  load  of  stones.  He 
is  every  where  as  happy  as  on  a  silken  bed. 

Sometimes  the  post  which  he  takes  up  is  still 
more  dangerous :  we  have  seen  workmen  stretched 
on  the  ridge  of  some  roof  which  they  had  been 
repairing ;  and,  passing  along  the  quays,  they  may 
be  seen  at  any  time  soundly  asleep  on  the  narrow 
parapet,  where,  if  they  turn  but  firom  the  right  side 
to  the  left,  they  have  not  an  inch  to  save  them 
from  rolling  into  the  deep  river  below.  They  may 
even  be  seen  fast  asleep  in  the  sun,  on  the  narrow 
edge  of  a  loaded  barge,  near  the  strongest  part 
of  the  stream  :  yet,  so  soimd  is  their  repose,  that 
though  you  watch  them  till  their  short  hour  is  out, 
you  will  not  see  them  move  limb  nor  feature. 
Tell  the  peasant  of  his  danger,  in  thus  exposing 
himself — remonstrate  with  him  on  his  rashness — 
and  he  will  not  understand  you.  He  does  not  know 
what  fear  is  :  his  fatalism  makes  him  careless  of  life. 

He  would  even  seem  to  have  an  afiection  for 
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giddy  and  terrifying  positions.    Tkere  is  a  kind  of 
ladder  used  here — a  single  tree,  often  sixty  feet 
long,  with  steps,  about  fifteen  inches  in  length, 
nailed  across  it,  affording  almost  no  hold  to  feet  or 
hands.     At  this  season  of  cleaning  and  scrubbing, 
you  are  every  minute  passing  some  of  these,  raised 
from  the  street  to  the  eaves,  with  a  man  seated  at 
top,  brushing  away  as  thoughtless  as  if  on  the 
pavement.    Nay,  so  little  do  they  think  of  danger, 
that  there  is  a  companion  below  shifting  the  ladder 
every  minute,  to  bring  his  comrade  into  a  new  posi- 
tion— ^both  as  fearless  as  if  it  could  not  be  easily 
pushed  from  its  balance,  and  one  of  them,  at  least, 
be  dashed  to  pieces  by  the  fall.   This,  in  fact,  does 
sometimes  happen  ;  but  the  mangled  body  is  soon 
carried  to  the  hospital,  and  the  survivor,  calmly 
raising  the   ladder,   mounts  to  the  vacant  post, 
humming  his  interrupted  song,  before  the  blood 
has  dried  on  the  stones. 

This  intrepidity  is  often  shown  on  heights  more 
perilous  than  those  now  mentioned.  Something  had 
lately  gone  wrong  about  the  angel  that  is  perched 
on  the  lofty  spire  of  the  cathedral,  in  the  fortress ; 
which,  being  at  an  elevation  of  350  feet  firom  the 
ground,  is  among  the  most  conspicuous  ornaments 
of  the  capital.  The  repair  wanted  was  so  trivial  that 
it  could  have  been  done  by  a  single  workman  in  a 
few  minutes.     But  how  to  get  him  raised  to  the 
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iary  weathercock  was  a  question  of  diflScult  solu- 
tion. To  think  of  erecting  a  scafiblding,  of  some 
hundred  feet,  for  such  a  small  affair,  was  out  of  the 
question.  Still,  as  the  accident  occasioned  an  eye-* 
sore  from  the  palace-windows,  it  was  desirable  to 
have  it  remedied  in  some  way  or  other.  For  a  long 
time,  however,  the  superintendent  was  in  despair ; 
until  at  last  relief  presented  itself  through  one  of 
his  workmen,  a  common  moozik  (peasant),  who 
offered  to  climb  up  and  put  all  right  for  300  rou- 
bles. Consent  having  been  gladly  given,  he 
mounted  as  far  as  possible  inside,  then  crawled 
out  by  a  hole,  stuck  in  pegs  for  steps  outside,  as 
far  as  his  arm  could  reach,  and  so,  always  driving  in 
a  new  peg  before  he  left  the  old  one,  crept  fear- 
lessly round  and  round  the  giddy  spire,  till  he 
reached  a  point  from  which  he  could  throw  a  rope 
over  a  projecting  part  of  the  figure  ;  he  then  swung 
himself  at  once  into  the  necessary  position,  where 
be  plied  his  tools  as  calmly  as  if  on  solid  ground ! 
The  spectators  below  were  forced  to  turn  away 
their  heads  in  terror,  expecting  every  moment  to 
see  him  dashed  to  pieces ;  but  he  descended  as 
safely  as  he  had  gone  up. 

The  emperor,  who  never  loses  an  opportunity  of 
rewarding  conduct  of  this  kind,  hearing  of  what  had 
been  done,  caused  a  calculation  to  be  laid  before 
bim  of   he  expense  which  would  have  been  in- 
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curred  for  scaffolding,  wages,  &c.,  had  the  repair 
been  executed  in  the  ordinary  way ;  and  presented 
the  poor  fellow  with  the  amount— enough  to  keep 
him  comfortable  for  life,  without  handling  axe  or 
rope  again. 

The  neatness  with  which  a  Russian  workman 
uses  his  tools  is  unequalled.  In  place  of  the  ten  or 
twelve  different  instruments,  which  a  carpenter  in 
other  countries  must  have  constantly  about  him,  a 
Russian  has  only  three  or  four ;  indeed,  his  prin- 
cipal and  often  sole  companion  is  the  axe — a  sharp 
and  good  one  it  is,  with  a  short  handle.  We  have 
often  watched  him  at  work,  laying  a  floor  or  making 
a  chair,  and  it  is  really  astonishing  what  he  does 
with  it  alone.  The  ease,  and  the  grace  even,  with 
which  he  wields  it — always  with  one  hand — would 
be  a  lesson  to  the  most  skilful  of  our  artisans.  With- 
out plane  or  line,  he  cuts  and  joins  two  deals,  as 
neatly  as  if  they  were  one  A  firm  hand,  a  good 
eye,  and  great  coolness,  supply  the  place  of  tools 
to  him. 

The  facility  of  imitation  possessed  by  the  Rus- 
sians, is  another  remarkable  point  in  their  character. 
They  cannot  inventy  but  will  copy  any  thing  you 
choose  to  set  before  them.  Say  only,  I  want  the 
match  of  this ;  and  done  it  is — as  correct  a  fac- 
simile as  could  be  desired.  They  will  make  not 
only  small  things  in  this  way,  but  even  large  arti- 
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des  of  tbe  meet  complicated  constmction.  We 
IttTe  examined  a  pianoforte,  made  the  other  year 
by  a  peasant  in  some  comitry  place,  who  had  nerer 
seen  bot  one  in  his  life  before.  He  had  very  few 
tods  at  command ;  bat,  thinking  he  should  like  to 
hare  an  instrument  to  match  the  one  whose  sweet 
Boands  had  given  him  so  much  pleasure,  he  set  to 
work,  and  made  a  most  excellent  copy.  Some  one 
having  told  the  emperor  of  the  feat,  a  handsome 
price  was  offered  for  the  instrument,  and  it  now 
OGcnpies  an  honourable  place  in  his  own  palace  at 
Moscow. 

These  imitations  are  not  confined  to  the  ruder 
branches  of  mere  mechanical  labour.  The  Russians 
lie  equally  successful  in  copying  pictures,  and  in  all 
die  more  delicate  kinds  of  work,  requiring  accuracy 
rf  eye  and  delicacy  of  touch. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

POPULAR  AMUSEMENTS  ON  THE  ISLANDS. 

Dances — Songs — ^Tales  of  a  droschky — Russians  fond  of  music— 
Summer-evening  amusements  —  Dancing  scene  —  Singing  — 
Droschky  journey — Anecdotes  of  the  Isvoshtchiks — Merry  scenes 
on  the  islands — Boating — More  singing — Gay  gardens — Noble 
villas — Mineral  waters,  &c. 

Passing  from  these  physical  pursuits,  we  shall 
find  that  in  nothing  are  the  imitative  qualities 
of  the  Russians  better  seen,  than  in  their 
national  amusements  and  pastimes.  To  aid  them 
in  these,  they  possess  great  powers  of  mimicry ; 
their  excellence  in  which  is  of  course  greatly 
seconded  by  another  endowment  which,  as  may 
be  inferred,  from  allusions  already  made,  they 
possess  in  no  ordinary  degree — liveliness.  They 
are  blest  with  an  astonishing  flow  of  animal  spirits. 
The  fun  and  drollery  displayed  among  them, 
when  two  or  three  are  banded  together  on  an 
idle  holiday,  are  inexhaustible.  Their  wit  is  sur- 
passed only  by  their  playfulness  and  good-humour. 
On  such  occasions,  dancing  is  a  favourite  amuse- 
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nent;  and  as  for  singing,  whether  there  be  holiday 

•""Do^  they  torment  you  with  it  beyond  endurance. 

iiiey  sing  for  ever — such  singing  as  makes  you 

«Tsh  them  fifty  miles  away.    It  is  only  the  untutored 

song,  however,  that  is  disagreeable  :  when  taught, 

they  make  excellent  musicians.     The  regimental 

bands,  it  is  well  known,  are  among  the  best  in 

Europe.      So    strong    is    their   natural    turn    for 

music,  that    a    lad  taken  from  the    plough    will 

play  the  most  difficult  pieces  in  six  months,  on 

any  instrument  that  may  have  been  selected  for 

him. 

ITiese  qualities  of  imitation  and  liveliness  make 
them  excellent  actors.  They  are  bom  comedians  ; 
even  the  most  vulgar  of  them  showing  a  strong 
passion  for  every  thing  dramatic.  On  the  stage, 
consequently,  they  are  extremely  natural,  and 
keep  the  audience  in  constant  laughter. 

The  national  dance  is  very  pretty.  As  seen  in 
the  theatre,  it  is  an  artificial  unnatural  series  of 
complicated  evolutions,  intended  to  show  the  skill 
of  the  artiste,  more  than  the  real  features  of  the 
dance,  of  which  only  some  of  the  characteristics 
are  retained.  The  true  place  for  seeing  it 
perfection  is  among  a  group  of  peasants,  keeping 
holiday  io  some  of  the  suburbs.  We  had  wan- 
dered out  in  one  of  the  finest  evenings  of  July, 
through  the  wide,  quiet  lanes  in  the  lower  part  of 


L 
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•rrr::iir  n  "Iih  !.iiiii  •;iiiij4?L  We  kad  readied  the 
ZMiiLiz  -rztzr^  -HH  .ii:«ia*»s  liHiiisc  tenBmaie,  or,  at 
jf-uir.  :e!*nne  in:r»  mr*  i  wiere  ihde  is  to  be 
•eei:  rir:  -iTrcTLsc^jf  £t««i  3iifaQ?7s»  neglected  and 
naricr:  v-.Ti  '<:  v  rusaes  mi  rccseli  trees  scat- 
:i7?^i  irriint^  Lt  -yarir.  ri««  -ar^s  s:  IhxSe  to  interesti 
riA'  TF-t  ':»fTiii  -:  -fLZi  wf  r^^jji'^g, — ^vlien  a  shoat 
•:f  liiiciiit.Tr  rnci  rite  zt»i;i^r*rcriccd  of  some 
b:ii:se?  rsrrntfr  :c-  ziiri»:^i  ^s  te  adrsnce.  It 
cin-r  r-:Tn  i  .arrr  f^:^*  isse^nrae^i  hi  a  shady 
ST"^^  -'i^^'T-  ^:ir;r  ~»i-   i:i'i  ZLii.iensw  all  in  the 

i:^:::d.  i.-^-^^s.     a:  -s-ji  iz  7 \-^i  Keshan  scoie. 

Wiii-  :Le  ZT^:^-  ^Cw.:ii  arlz;r  :f.fAzc«s.  Shortly, 
2  vTc:*!  ::o:cei  3.  szTdll  izstrrine^T*  die  simplest 
e^cr  2.-?ard:  i:  -=^15  zzk'jt  >:.'"Vv..\  a  riay  thing  of 
^Li:e  iir-Tr.:.:«i.  ^'nirei  Like  a  07:1: :;Lr.  bur  onlv  an 
inch  tLi.k,  and  -sirh  no  n::re  than  three  small 
strings,  which  the  Little  b«:y  fin^Led  in  a  sort  of 
m*:a>'jre<i  ^^y  with  his  dn^rs  without  attempting 
anv  thins  like  a  tune.  The  s*:und  was  so  taint 
that  it  was  scarcelv  heard  a  few  vards  off,  but  no 
sooner  was  it  struck  than  the  whole  rinff  was  in 
motion,  wreathed  hand  in  hand.  It  is  a  beautiful 
dance,  with  something  of  classic  gracefulness,  and 
not  the  least  motion  that  could  be  offensive  to 
delicac)'.  As  they  twisted  and  turned,  now 
mo\ing  slow,  now  quick,   the  descriptions  of  the 
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mazy  dance  of  ancient  Greece  recurred  to  the 
memory.  Soon,  however,  the  whole  again  stood 
still  —  the  dancers  unlinked  their  hands  —  a 
maiden  stood  forth,  and  waved  her  white  kerchief 
slowly  and  gracefully  towards  a  youth,  who,  on 
the  signal,  pursued  her  round  the  ring  at  respect- 
fiil  distance.  Once  she  allowed  him  to  come 
near ;  but  again  she  fled.  At  short  intervals  they 
would  pause,  and  dance  before  each  other,  the 
youth  now  beating  his  right,  foot,  in  regular 
measure,  on  the  sward^  now  waving  his  flowing 
caftan  not  inelegantly,  as  he  turned  in  giddiness 
away  from  the  glances  of  his  beloved.  At  length 
it  seemed  as  if  the  lover  was  to  be  rewarded  with 
his  mistress's  hand ;  but  ever  as  he  took  courage 
to  come  nearer,  the  coy  maiden  was  off,  flying 
from,  yet  courting  his  pursuit.  This  part  of  the 
dance  continued  till  despair  made  him  abandon 
the  chase ;  on  which  the  circle  was  again  formed, 
and  all  tripped  merrily  round.  There  is  nothing 
violent  in  these  dances  ;  every  motion  is  slow  and 
dignified;  the  woman  resting  her  arms  akimbo, 
and  her  partner  calculating  each  step  he  is  to 
make.  All  the  men  were  in  holiday  dress ;  long 
blue  robes,  striped  shirts,  wide  trousers,  and  huge 
boots. 

The  lovely  evening  invited  to  a  farther  stroll  on 
the  beach.     On  coming  back  to  the  merry  crowd, 
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the   dance  had  given   way   to   the   song.      The 
maidens  had  left  the  group,   but   the  men  had 
formed  a  larger  ring,  and,  united  by  their  hand- 
kerchiefs from  hand  to  hand,  were  moving  slowly 
round  two  of  their  number,  a  big  one  and  a  little, 
standing  in  the  centre.     All  the  time  this  was 
going  on,  the  whole  band  were  singing  a  slow  and 
very  striking  melody,  which  strongly  resembled 
some  of  our  old  Scotch  airs.     They  sung  in  parts, 
and  kept  up  a  kind  of  dramatic  scene,  of  which 
those  in  the  middle  sustained  the  principal  charac- 
ters.    The  words,  of  course,  were  unintelligible  to 
us ;   but  the  excellent  pantomime  which  followed 
spoke   for  itself,   especially   where   the   big   one 
feigned  himself  fatigued,  and  the  little  one, — who 
had  a  handkerchief  tied  round  his  head,  and  acted 
the  part  of  a  female, — ^tenderly  taking  off  his  (or 
her)  partner^s   hat,   fans   him  with  well-assumed 
anxiety.     She   then   wipes   and   braids  ^his   hair, 
opens  his  vest  to  give  him  air,  and  finally  prevails 
on  him  to  renew  the  dance. 

We  are  not  ignorant  that  some  of  the  Russian 
dances  are  of  a  much  less  innocent  character ;  but 
on  this  occasion,  at  least,  it  was  impossible  not  to 
be  struck  with  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  lower 
classes.  We  had  already  experienced  that  it  was 
possible  to  wander  the  streets  all  day  long,  with- 
out meeting  a  single  instance  of  rudeness ;  and  we 
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now  discovered  that  strangers  might  look  even  on 
their  amusements,  when  neither  policeman  nor 
patrole  was  within  reach,  without  being  at  all 
annoyed.  Several  ladies,  and  other  casual  passen- 
gers, were  attracted  to  this  group  of  youngsters, 
and  listened  attentively  to  their  fine  singing.  In 
England,  such  intruders  would  soon  have  been 
driven  away  by  improper  language,  if  not  mal- 
treated for  their  curiosity ;  but  here,  all  went  on 
as  if  no  stranger  had  been  near.  Some  of  the 
dancers  were  in  the  boat  as  we  recrossed;  but 
they  seemed  more  intent  in  watching  the  light- 
ning, as  it  flashed,  bright  and  frequent,  on  the 
clear  bosom  of  the  Neva,  than  in  eyeing  their  late 
visitors. 

There  is  no  place  where  the  manners  of  the 
people  may  be  seen  in  all  their  life  more  fre- 
quently, than  in  the  gardens  and  pleasure-grounds 
of  the  islands  lying  among  the  various  branches 
of  the  Little  Neva,  the  Great  and  Little  Nofka, 
&c.  As  these  are  a  long  way  o%  however,  we 
must  take  a  droschky  to  reach  them ;  and,  while 
on  the  way,  shall  tell  the  reader  what  a  droschky 
is.  Without  knowing  something  about  a  droschky, 
no  one  can  say  that  he  knows  aught  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  absurd  little  vehicles  ever 
invented.      It   consists    of   a    low  narrow   seat. 
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of  leadier,  -^ioA  supplies  tlie  plaoe  of  tlucr  artkfe. 
llieT  drzre  extremehr  weH ;  bat  bive  tlie  ciianic- 
ter  of  being  great  extcotioDeis  wben  Ji  stnmger 
comes  in  tbe  war.     ^  How  mucb  must  I  pay  far  a 

dbii^to ?*     "  Rre  rcmUes,''  (ar4«.«rf.)  is 

liK  answer.  If  yoa  bare  Russian  enoi^r)^  ofler 
Imn  8<L,  and  be  is  su?^  to  take  it.  We  aliravs 
finmd,  wben  in  company  witb  Russians  of  witb 
cmmlnmen  vbo  speak  tbe  lai^roage,  tbat  we 
oGmld  drive    an    amadng    distance    fot  a  smaO 


Nor  is  extortion  tbe  worst  part  of  tbe 
ishtcbiks'  cbaracter:  thev  are  said  to  bave  a 
bacnd  in  manv  of  tbe  robberies  and  raunkrs  of 
tbe  capitaL      Winter    is    tbe    season    for  tbese 

crimes.     Tbere  are  manv  instances  of  women  and 

• 

belpless  persons,  who  had  employed  tbem  at 
nigbt,  baving  disappeared,  and  never  been  beard 
of.  An  English  traveller  has  published  a  case  of 
this  kind,  where  the  body,  after  being  stripped  of 
money  and  valuables,  was  supposed  to  bave  bead 
tbrown  into  a  hole  in  the  ice  of  tbe  Neva ;  and 
we  ourselves  heard  similar  stories  from  many 
quarters.  Until  we  reached  Moscow,  however, 
we  met  witb  no  person  who  could  speak  finom 
experience*  An  Englidli  gentleman  there,  told 
us  tbat  he  had,  the  winter  before,  been  the  olject 
of  one  of  tbe  most  mysterious  attacks  ever  beard 
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of  in  droschky  annals.  On  leaving  the  theatre, 
he  had  hired  the  first  vehicle  that  presented  itself, 
and  ordered  the  owner  to  drive  to  a  certain  part  of 
the  city.  After  proceeding  for  a  considerable 
time  through  the  silent  streets,  then  covered  with 
deep  snow,  he  remarked  to  his  guide  that  they 
were  far  out  of  the  usual  line,  but  received  for 
answer  that  all  would  soon  be  right.  On  they 
went,- the  streets  always  getting  more  lonely  and 
more  unknown ;  when  suddenly  a  man  started 
from  the  comer  of  a  cross-lane,  and  attempted  to 
throw  the  noose  of  a  large  rope  over  the  passen- 
ger ;  but  before  it  caught  he  was  able  to  disen- 
tangle himself,  and  urged  the  driver  to  press  on. 
This  command  was  so  reluctantly  complied  with, 
that  he  now  began  to  be  suspicious  of  him,  as  an 
accomplice  in  the  attack  which  had  been  made. 
Instead  of  holding  on,  he  loitered  and  changed 
his  course,  evidently  as  if  in  consequence  of  a 
premeditated  plan.  This  put  the  Englishman 
more  on  his  guard,  and  he  became  anxious  to 
leave  him ;  but  before  he  had  time  to  escape,  he 
felt  himself  entangled  in  a  strong  noose,  by  which 
he  was  dragged  from  his  seat.  After  trampling 
upon  and  bruising  him,  his  assailants  robbed  him 
of  his  watch  and  pocket-book,  then  left  him  sense- 
less, with  injuries  that  kept  him  long  confined  to 
his  apartment.      Meantime,    the  authorities  had 
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lieen  using  even'  eflTort  to  discover  the  robbers. 
Several  men  had  been  arrested  on  suspicion,  and 
the  knout  had  not  been  unsparingly  employed  to 
make  them  confess ;  but  the  gentleman  being 
miable  to  identify  any  of  those  in  custody,  the 
affidr  still  remained  a  mystery  at  the  time  we 
heard  the  story. 

The  number  of  droschkies  in  St.  Petersburg  is 
immense.  Indeed,  a  love  for  this  vehicle  would 
seem  to  be  an  inseparable  part  of  the  Russian 
character ;  it  is  to  be  seen  in  the  remotest  comers 
ci  the  empire.  But  what  especial  recommendation 
it  can  have  in  such  a  climate,  and  on  such  roads 
as  may  be  seen  in  every  Russian  town,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  discover.  There  is  no  kind  of  shelter 
in  it.  When  it  rains,  you  are  sure  to  be  soaked ; 
when  there  is  mud,  you  are  defiled  to  the  eyes ; 
when  there  is  dust,  you  are  choked ;  and  when 
there  is  sun,  you  are  roasted  :  in  short,  it  is  most 
ingeniously  contrived  for  exposing  you  to  the 
worst  of  every  possible  annoyance.  It  is,  at  best, 
a  toy-looking  carriage  ;  for  we  are  not  speaking, 
be  it  remembered,  of  the  gallant  and  fashionable 
droschky  displayed  in  the  Nefskoi,  but  of  the 
genuine,  original  droschky,  in  which  a  person 
always  looks  like  a  schoolboy  broke  loose  from 
his  master,  getting  along  as  hard  as  the  horse  can 
fly  ;  or  a  sailor  newly  paid  off,  who  wants  to  make 
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a  fine  show  on  land,  and  get  rid  of  his  money  in 
the  shortest  possible  time. 

It  has  the  recommendation,  however,  of  being 
easily  mounted.  There  are  neither  steps  to  let 
down,  nor  doors  to  fasten ;  you  take  your  seat 
as  readily  as  in  an  arm-chair,  and  are  off  in  a 
twinkling.  These  carriages  also  answer  remarkably 
well  at  a  public  drive,  when  the  dust  is  not  too 
great,  and  where  you  want  to  see  every  thing 
without  the  distraction  of  driving.  As  already 
stated,  however,  few  of  the  better  classes  appear 
in  them  on  occasions  of  show ;  they  are  used  only 
by  people  in  a  hurry.  From  the  great  distances 
they  have  to  go  in  this  wide  desert  of  a  city, 
servants  in  gentlemen's  families,  porters  at  the 
public  offices,  &c.,  always  have  a  droschky  at  their 
disposal.  The  man  who  goes  on  foot,  therefore, 
is  here  little  thought  of;  nor  can  it  be  expected 
that  he  should,  when  the  cookmaid  would  disdain 
to  bring  her  vegetables,  and  the  errand-man  his 
letters,  without  the  aid  of  a  carriage,  of  some  kind 
or  other.  There  are  hackney-coaches,  or  things 
very  like  them,  to  be  had  here  ;  but  they  are  dear, 
and  seldom  used  unless  by  those  going  to  the 
country. 

During  this  long  talk  about  droschkies,  we  have 
got  over  a  wide  stretch  of  ground,  crossed  the 
Great  Neva,  traversed  the  handsome  streets  of  the 


1^1  2<ajuKiis«  1^5 

T«ssiE-Ch;tnaC  ptsed  die  fan^S^  ef  die  litde 
pA  iSkm^  die  \cm  hcfsses  of  old  S^ 
sod  xwr  across  XeflkHs  ttid  bnoKlies 

-  ^aatpmhere  mmcaxg  die  isIiZMk  «f  Knestofeki, 
IcSi^liaae,  &ic^  miiicb  pnes«Dt  its^  gar  axid  Hs|^  a 
soBBe  as  hoan  could  mi^ji.  Xodimir  cia  lie  laore 
fiwk  and  raned  dun  die  s£^t$  witnessed  liere  in 
sBBDcr.  ScBDe  of  die  iskxids  ai«  adcraed  widi 
die  acacsa,  loi^  as^peiu  wiBow^  and  odier  trees  of 
wiiiMiMT  ioiBage ;  miiSe  soaxie  ii«  sdH  dodied  widi 
afl  tke  gkiam  of  dieir  nanre  janes.  Gay  paUces 
fiir  die  roval  fiomly,  and  hizidfoiiDe  csniage-drixies 
tar  die  noUes  adam  a  £?w,  while  oq  odiers  die 
iomer  classes  find  die  oniinanr  means  of  anw^JTig 
s;  eadng-ivKHxis,  danciiigr-pLKes,  jneny* 
wandenng  masiciazis»  &c.  These 
kbaads  may,  dienefoi>e,  be  said  to  £inn  bodi  die 
Oitamff$  £fysees  and  Bois  de  BouJin^f^  of  St. 
PetersiMzn?.  Thev  are  much  fitrtber  awav  fiom 
die  centre  of  the  capital  tiian  these  places  aie 
from  that  of  Paris,  but  the  cheapness  of  the 
droschky  biings  them  near,  as  their  crowded  state 


Yet,  crowded  as  the  woods  aie  by  people  of  eT«y 
lank,  not  a  single  act  of  disorder  occurs.  In  another 
respect,  too,  these  islands  are  fiur  superior  to  the 
places  of  public  resort  near  the  French  cafutal : 
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in  the  singular  life  and  interest  given  to  the  scenes 
by  the  branches  of  the  river,  which  twine  round 
them  in  most  confusing  but  beautiful  variety.  The 
waters  are  constantly  enlivened  by  gay  barges,  shoot- 
ing past  in  every  direction,  with  lofty  prows,  and 
gaudy  streamers  floating  behind  ;  in  these,  many, 
and  generally  the  merriest  parties,  come  al  Ithe  way 
by  the  river;  some  shaded  by  striped  awnings,  some 
sitting  unprotected,  but  all  singing  most  beauti- 
fully. 

Singing,  in  fact,  is  one  of  the  great  amuse- 
ments on  these  islands ;  and  though  the  Russian 
peasant  is  a  most  disagreeable  vocalist  when 
heard  alone,  nothing  can  be  more  delightful  than 
to  hear  two  or  three  of  them  joining  in  their 
national  airs  together.  To  the  Russian,  singing 
appears  to  be  as  natural  as  speaking  is  to  other 
nations.  The  moment  a  stone-cutter  gets  the 
chisel  in  his  hand,  the  song  begins;  and  the 
Yemtchik  (postilion),  in  seizing  the  reins,  strikes 
up  his  horrid  melody,  as  regularly  as  if  the  amount 
of  hire  depended  on  the  qualities  of  his  voice. 
Watch  a  party  of  friends  returning  at  night :  if  in 
a  boat,  the  oars  keep  time  to  their  harmony  ;  if  on 
foot,  the  pavement  rings  with  their  measured 
steps.  But  most  of  all,  are  they  musical  in  their 
droschkies.  Five,  six,  or  eight  of  them  will  crowd 
on  one   of  these  vehicles :  how  they  do  not  all 


■nd  wat  fir  «3d^  o^  iin3iii&s!&£.  y^twridhsfegiiifcrgf 
AismeaAent^  t&p iuc^ k in^e  $t:(i;pped — tike  ¥«ka^ 
B^  pinrfta|!6^  baft  tdke  vifftdhr  tMra 
til  neeii  hw  is&  iKdkrva^  mW  b«£U  tikenselv^s 
on  aeam».  anl  <^Te  swr^  wk&  a  Ibirr  of  Tgoee  bj&- 
cscwedbr  t&e^  deBar. 

«a  tike  ^»»dbw  T^  rope-^isaeers  —  tike  okmu^ 
fal—ts — tiSne  waaai  nrko  exkibefis  a  Ere  sedL  wkiek 
ke  keeps  m  jFood  koaaoor  by  dhnrs  piMmiisr  ^^^aler 
€«  itts  Ins^  firwB  a  tab^  and  Tubhoi^  ilwitk  kib  kaiid 
-tfce  lirf.««ner-*T«.  tW«n  with  tfe  h«%«; 
and  otker  exkifainxs  of  €tInQl^itiiesy  natwal  and 
artifioaiy  senenllv  bare  but  a  saaD  raie  cf  adnH 
msy  eoGspared  vii b  tbat  wbkrb  bai^  in  breadiless 
aknce  rociid  a  band  of  singins  or  boro-playefs;. 
Tke  latter  are  extremehr  intefesdii^  but  oor 
surprise  in  bearing  tbem  was  less»  firom  baving 
pfferioiislT  beard  so  mocb  abonl  tbeir  skilL  Not 
so»  bowerer,  witb  tbe  singing-band ;  fi>r  tbeir 
powers  went  far  beyond  all  tbe  ideas  we  bad  ever 
tooDed  of  Russian  mosic  Tliose  xre  listened  to 
were  mere  peasants ;  bat  tbey  bad  an  advanta^ 
OT^*  tboee  fiirmerly  beard,  in  baring  been  well 
tangbt,  and  tbos  were  aUe  to  execute  tbe  most 
difficult  passages,  witb  an  ease  and  a  finisb  tbat 
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would  not  have  disgraced  a  company  of  II 
Indeed,  the  whole  performance  reminds  one  of 
Italian  music.  The  very  language,  rough  and 
guttural  as  we  generally  suppose  it,  sounds  soft 
and  musical  in  the  lips  of  the  natives. 

These  entertainments  have  always  something 
dramatic.  We  could  not,  of  course,  understand  a 
word  of  them ;  but  some  were  serious,  some 
comic.  The  latter  partook  much  of  the  manner 
of  the  quick  and  lively  dialogue  of  the  Italian 
buffo  comico.  The  serious  difiered  from  most 
things  of  the  kind  we  had  ever  heard:  two  or 
three  wore  reciting  a  tale  of  sorrow,  in  which  one 
of  their  number,  who  stood  alone,  was  the  princi- 
pal party ;  they  were  bewailing  the  death  of  his 
mistress.  Ever  and  anon,  when  they  came  to 
some  more  affecting  turn  of  the  narrative,  he 
would  strike  in  with  a  plaintive  exclamation,  as  if 
in  the  deepest  grief;  the  others  would  then  re- 
sume their  part,  and  at  times  all  would  unite  in 
a  chorus,  as  wild  and  touching  as  a  Highland 
Lament. 

We  saw  on  these  islands  almost  every  kind  of 
popular  amusement  peculiar  to  the  country,  except 
that  of  the  "Russian  Mountains,"  which  the 
season  of  course  forbade.  This  exercise  is  the 
favourite  sport  in  winter,  when  mountains  of  snow 
are  formed  on  the  Neva,  down  which  they  slide 
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with  giddy  fury.  From  all  we  could  hear  of  it,  the 
amusement  is  not  unlike  one  well  known  in  some 
parts  of  Scotland,  under  the  name  of  hurley- 
hacket,  which,  if  school-day  recollections  can  be 
trusted,  is  performed  by  sliding  down  a  steep  bank 
of  sand  or  loose  gravel,  pretty  much  in  the  same 
attitude  as  that  assumed  by  the  Russians  on  the 
more  slippery  ice. 

The  variety  and  originality  of  the  scenes  pre- 
sented in  this  quarter,  invariably  kept  uslingering 
till  the  latest  twilight.  The  carriages  of  the  no- 
bility might  be  seen  waiting  in  long  files  till  near 
eleven,  the  more  select  avenues  being  generally 
crowded  with  fashionable  loungers.  Besides  the 
summer  palaces  of  the  imperial  family,  these 
islands,  and  their  neighbourhood  on  the  mainland 
of  the  Carelian  shore,  are  adorned  with  the  pretty 
Datcha^  or  summer  villas  of  the  nobility,  scat- 
tered about  in  great  variety  of  plan.  The  snug 
cottage  of  England  may  be  seen  side  by  side  with 
the  fantastic  pinnacles  of  China.  The  grounds  of 
the  Strogonofi^  villa,  which  are  open  to  the  public, 
contain  a  Greek  sarcophagus  and  other  specimens 
of  ancient  art.  There  is  a  theatre  also  in  this 
region,  which  is  open  only  in  summer,  for  French 
plays  and  Italian  operas.  Another  attraction  is 
the  establishment  where  mineral  waters  of  all  kinds 
are  manufactured  "  to  order  :'*  you  may  here  drink 
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a  sdeciaoQ  m^ist  be  made ;  eke  attoitioii  wH  be 
exkaasstiefL  kxie  before  tbe  nanator  has  goibalf 
tlmMi^  his  tale. 

Among  the  plao^  hoinerer,  which  do  not  tbe  m 
Tisitmg — and  vhxh  coDseqnentlT  are  not  Iikdv  to 
tire  in  readinn^  of  them, — a  few  stiD  remain  to  be 
mentioned.  Of  these,  none  betttt^deserre  attention 
than  the  risH-BAacES,  or  floating  houses  near  the 
Isaac  biK^e,  in  which  the  finny  tribes  are  pre> 
serred  afire  in  great  nmnbers.     The  bottom  of 
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each  huge  ark  is  occupied  by  square  wells,  each  de- 
voted to  a  distinct  kind  of  fish.  Here  may  be 
seen  the  cheap  carp  swimming  next  door  to  the 
costly  sterlet  (of  whom  more,  under  the  head  of 
National  Dishes)^  and  a  few  feet  away  from  these, 
eels  and  flounders  may  be  seen  sporting  with 
great  activity,  in  the  perilous  vicinity  of  a  vora- 
cious, large-mouthed  gentleman  from  the  Baltic, 
who  would  give  something  that  the  plank  between 
him  and  his  dear  friends  could  be  removed. 

But  what  strong-snouted  fellow  is  this,  who 
next  claims  our  notice  ?  It  is  a  huge  sturgeon 
(sturio  husojf  swimming  at  large  in  the  river, 
with  a  thick  rope  through  his  upper  jaw,  by  which 
this  "  triton  among  the  minnows**  is  kept  as  safe 
as  a  seventy-four  struggling  within  the  Plymouth 
Breakwater.  The  thick  knot  above  the  homy 
gristle  keeps  him  so  securely,  that  you  may  haul 
him  home,  and  examine  him  at  leisure.  Here  he 
comes,  splashing  about  as  formidable  as  a  young 
shark,  though  not  quite  so  large  as  the  sturgeons 
on  the  American  coast,  which  the  Yankees  accuse 
of  swamping  their  boats  ;  noi*  even  like  those  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Danube,  where  they  are  some- 
times found  weighing  1500 lbs.  Those  of  Lake 
Baikal,  where  they  are  very  numerous,  are  of 
much  more  moderate  dimensions,  seldom  exceed- 
ing 200lbs.  weight. 

The  rope  next  to  this  one  moors  a  smaller  cap- 
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Hire,  perhaps  of  a  different  species.     Poor  fellows  I 

-Aiey  must  lead  a  sad  life  of  it,  notwithstanding 

^Ais  seeming  liberty  of  theirs:    for  every  hard- 

^liearted  kitchen-wench,    or  more    scientific  but 

*  equally  cruel  mattre  (Thdtel,  who  wants  a  good 

•  fish  to  complete  a  dinner,  has  the  right  to  tug 
them  about  at  pleasure,  till  some  one,  captivated 
by  their  charms,  compassionately  ends  their  am- 
phibious existence. 

This  fashion  of  mooring  the  live  fish  resembles  a 
practice  which  is  very  common  in  Egypt ;  though, 
in  a  country  where  there  is  so  much  ice,  it  cannot 
arise  from  the  same  cause — namely,  the  difficulty 
of  preserving  dead  fish  in  summer.  When  the  binny 
or  barbel  of  the  Nile  is  hooked,  the  fisherman  puts 
a  strong  ring  through  the  jaw,  ties  a  few  cords  to 
it,  and,  returning  the  fish  to  the  river,  fastens  him 
to  the  shore  :  thus  he  goes  over  the  whole  file  of  his 
hooks,  not  one  of  which  is  unoccupied.     It  is  only 
in  the  dog-days,  however,  that  the  fish-markets  of 
Russia  and  Egypt  bear  any  resemblance  to  each 
other.      In  winter  the  fishes  of  St.  Petersburg 
need  neither  rope  nor  tank  to  hold  them.      Land- 
carriage,  by  means  of  sledges  on  the  snow,  being 
then  cheap,  they  are  brought  from  great  distances, 
and  in   large   quantities,  completely  frozen ;    in 
which  state  they  are  sold  much  cheaper  than  at 
other  seasons.    Indeed,  contrary  to  the  usual  rule. 
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winter  here  is  in  some  respects  a  season  of  greater 
plenty  than  summer:  beef,  which  the  heat  pre- 
vents from  being  transported  sound  in  summer,  is 
then  brought  upon  sledges  from  the  distant  pro- 
vinces, and  sold  in  its  frozen  state  so  cheap,  that 
the  peasant  can  allow  himself  a  piece  of  it  to  the 
cabbage  he  has  hewn  fi^m  the  tub  with  his  axe. 

Fishing  would  seem  to  employ  a  good  many 
hands  about  the  capital  in  summer.  Boats  of 
small  size  may  be  seen  constantly  at  work  in  the 
shallow  waters  of  the  bay,  and  occasionally  off  the 
quays  in  some  parts  of  the  city,  where,  we  believe, 
fishing  is  often  made  a  kind  of  gambling  concern. 
Before  a  net  has  been  hauled  in,  some  person 
in  the  crowd  at  the  landing-place  agrees  to  give 
so  much  for  whatever  it  contains;  or  two  or  three 
unite  in  the  venture.  The  result  of  the  specula- 
tion is  of  course  variable,  there  being  often  nothing 
at  all  for  the  rash  gambler,  though  at  other  times  a 
considerable  sum  may  be  realized. 

Great  numbers  of  the  lower  orders  are  em- 
ployed in  selling  lemonade  and  other  refreshing 
drinks,  very  essential  to  the  pedestrian's  comfort, 
in  the  warm  days  of  July.  Some  of  these  liquors 
are  made  from  cranberries  and  such  forest  dainties. 
The  large  red  bottles  in  which  the  mixtures  are 
exhibited  make  a  most  showy  display,  on  benches 
near  the  crowded   thoroughfares,    where  many  a 
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brawny  youth,  in  red-striped  surtout,  may  be  seen 
strolling  about,  with  his  whole  stock  in  trade  slung 
on  his  back,  in  a  portly-bellied  crystal  jug,  half  full 
of  the  tempting  beverage. 

The  best  way  of  all,  however,  to  dispose  of 
oneself  in  a  warm  day,  is  to  visit  one  of  their 
Baths.  A  passion  for  the  bath  forms  such  a 
striking  part  of  the  Russian  character,  that  we 
ought  to  have  mentioned  it  more  particularly  long 
before  now.  For  a  Russian  to  live  without  the 
bath,  would  be  as  impossible  as  for  him  to  live 
without  food.  Ablutions  are  prescribed  by  his 
religion  too.  They  are  not  now  performed,  how- 
ever, in  the  promiscuous  way  described  by  early 
travellers,  who  speak  of  men  and  women  as  fre- 
quenting the  bath  together.  We  found  no  instance 
of  this  in  any  part  of  the  empire. 

At  the  one  we  visited  in  the  capital,  there  was 
no  other  person  in  the  room  going  through  the 
bathing  process ;  but,  it  being  Saturday  night,  the 
adjoining  chambers  were  full  of  customers.  We 
had  expected  to  find  an  immense  open  yard,  or 
something  of  that  kind — at  .least,  a  large  hall  of 
rude  structure,  ringing  with  the  yells  of  swim- 
mers ;  but  found  the  bath  a  handsome  house,  like 
a  private  dwelling,  in  a  well-kept  courtyard.  An 
office,  for  the  clerks  and  superintendents  is  near 
the  principal  entrance,  from  which  a  broad  passage 
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runs  the  whole  length  of  the  building.  From  this 
passage,  doors  open  on  either  hand  into  sunk 
apartments  of  different  sizes,  paved  with  clean  flag- 
stones, and  often  with  marble.  On  entering  one 
of  these,  the  heat  was  so  great,  that  it  seemed 
wonderful  how  the  human  frame  could  endure  it. 

"Where  are  the  baths,  though?"  asked  the 
simple  foreigner :  "  There  is  no  water  here,  and 
how  can  a  man  bathe  without  water  ?" 

In  Russia,  kind  reader,  when  you  go  to  take  a 
bath,  you  are  plunged,  not  into  water ,  as  you  had 
fondly  expected,  but  into  vapour.  The  patient, 
having  duly  stripped  in  an  adjoining  room,  is  seated 
by  the  man  in  attendance,  on  the  lowest  of  a  range 
of  steps,  running  round  the  whole  of  the  generally 
oval  chamber,  and  rising  like  a  stair  towards  the 
ceiling.  Here  he  sits  patiently,  though  at  first 
most  uncomfortably — for  he  fears  the  heat  will  suf- 
focate him — going  through  all  the  rubbings,  and 
strainings,  and  knucklings,  which  the  operator 
thinks  fit  to  inflict.  It  is  necessary  to  rise  fi-om 
step  to  step,  in  order  to  reach  an  always  increas- 
ing degree  of  heat,  which,  instead  of  being  unplea- 
sant, has  now  become  quite  delightful ;  the  oppres- 
sive  feeling  having  gone  off  as  soon  as  the  perspi- 
ration broke  freely  out.  In  fact,  the  sensation  is 
now  so  pleasant,  that  the  bather  is  willing  epough 
to  remain.      Hitherto    the  process  has   been   in 


Xfi£   &CiiislJL3l^    BATH.  IS? 

mat  maSSbt  tdfe  Tnkidk  boldk  ;  Imt  Ae 
wiAl  bondh  10^  w&K^cse  looi^  fc^g^K^ 

of  wtmugi/^  2Bd  oi  SmA  r  it  i»  one  of  tfe 
fiieesft  and  ^ic%inl  denc»  m 
But  wiicB  ibe  trtiiv  Riss^ui  ^»i€BlEr  eoflK»— 
&e  jUMttiiag^  with  ice^eold  water^  wiiile  yoa  an^  stiQ 
mtMag  iritk  heat — the    poor  stranger  is  eoofr* 
pletelf  stafded ;  fcr  a  moneat  he  to^es  aB  sei»- 
ndoQ — boty  that  nsocDKit  over^  he  feeb  a  gk>w  of 
coHEfivt*  of  which  no  language  eonld  gire  an  idea. 
The  heat  of  a  Rossiaa  both  is  seldom  lover  than 
lOOf,  nor  hisrher  than  ^200"  of  Fahrenheit.     A  be* 
ginner  lemams  only  twenty  minutes  in  the  plaee, 
but  die  experienced  Tisitor  tarries  more  than  twice 
aa  kai^.     The  assistants  rub  the  body  with  soap^ 
hraOy  &C.  daring  a  great  part  of  the  time^  and  olben 
pour  coid  watK*  on  the  head,   or  tie  a  wet  towel 
round  it.  In  the  houses  of  the  noUes^  the  baths  are 
most  Inxoriocshr  fitted  up^  and  a  con^derable  part 
of  the  household  have  no  other  duties  than  to 
minister  to  this  part  c^'  their  master's  enjoNinents. 
In  such  private  baths,  it  is  customary  to  drink 
largely  of  some  cold,  but  not  int03UcatiDg  Kquid, 
after  the  process ;  but  we  saw  nothing  of  this  in 
the  public  ones.     In  country  villages  the  common 
bath  is  g^ierally  a  very  rude  affiur — a  mere  shed 
by  the  river,  into  which  the  peasants  plunge  im* 
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mediately  aH^er  exposing  themselves  to  the  first 
part  of  the  cleansing  operation. 

The  stranger,  of  course,  pays  high  for  a  bath — 
seldom  less  than  three  roubles ;  and  for  an  ordi- 
nary bath,  with  water,  &c.,  five.  To  the  lower 
orders,  however,  it  costs  but  a  mere  trifle,  though 
they  have  not  yet  quite  brought  it  down  to  the 
classic  standard  of  ancient  Rome,  where  a  bath 
cost  only  about  half  an  English  penny  (a  qaadrans^ 
or  fourth  part  of  an  rw.) 

As  to  the  boasted  effects  which  this  bath — or 
rather  the  habit  of  bathing  in  this  way — is  said  to 
have  in  bracing  the  frame,  making  the  Russians 
hardy,  &c.,  they  are  all  imaginary.  Instead  of 
bracing  the  frame,  this  habit  enervates  and  under- 
mines it  most  rapidly.  Look  at  the  Russian 
women,  and  you  will  soon  see  its  good  effects — 
they  are  old  before  their  time.  As  iron  glowing 
hot  is  tempered  by  being  plunged  into  water,  so,  the 
advocates  for  Russian  bathing  assert,  is  the  body 
hardened  by  the  process  just  described.  But  so  far 
fi"om  the  sudden  transition  helping  to  temper  the 
frame,  and  render  it  more  fit  to  stand  the  cold 
of  winter,  experience  shows  that  it  only  makes  it 
more  sensitive.  The  peasant  may  not  wear  much 
dress  in  winter,  because  he  cannot  afford  it,  but  he 
puts  on  all  he  can  get ;  while  his  master,  as  every 
body  knows,  burdens  himself  with  coverings. 
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Hiose  who  think  the  Russians  hardy,  because 
ttey  make  long  journeys  through  the  snow,  forget 
how  a  Russian  travels  :  he  is  built  up  in  a  dose 
—rhine,  buried  among  beds  and  blankets  enough 
iar  m  whole  household.    The  only  hardy  people  in 
Riisiji  are  the  lowest  of  the  peasants  and  soldiers, 
wlio,  fit>m  constant  exposure,  become  neariy  frost- 
proof.   A  Russian  gentleman  is  not  half  so  hardy 
as  an  Englishman.    It  is  notorious  that  the  Eng- 
Esh,  though  brought  up  in  so  mild  a  climate,  when 
they  come  here,  endure  the  terrible  cold  of  Russia 
— M,  cold  intense,  beyond  all  our  ideas  of  winter — 
much  better  than  the  Russians  themselves.     A 
Russian  nobleman  who  had  an  English  tutor  in  his 
fimtiily,  told  us  that  when  he  himself  could  scarcely 
cross  the  threshold,  even  in  his  loads  of  fur  and  wool, 
his  friend  was  frisking  happily  about,  with  nothing 
bat  a  light  great-coat  added  to  his  usual  dress,  and 
tantaliring  him  every  time  they  met,  by  telling  him 
diat  it  was  a  fine  day — ^a  very  fine  day !    And  so  it 
18  with  aU  Englishmen  on  first  arriving  here — but 
only  a/  ^rsf  ;  for,  after  they  have  had  a  year  or 
two  of  the  bath,  to  which  they  become  as  much 
addicted  as  the  Russians,  they  are  forced  to  wear 
as  many  wrappings  as  their  neighbours.     That  the 
bath  has  an  enervating  influence,  is  evident  from 
the  habits  of  Russians,  even  in  the  milder  climates 
of  France  and  Italy,  where  they  may  be  seen  in 
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their  furs,  when  the  natives  are  satisfied  with  their 
ordinary  dress.  In  short,  their  early  and  constant 
use  of  the  bath  is  as  injurious  to  the  body  as  it  is 
to  the  MORALS  of  the  Russians ;  but  on  this  latter 
subject  we  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  enter. 

Neither  is  the  bath  such  a  promoter  of  cleanli- 
ness as  some  allege.  Those  who  pretend  that  the 
Russian  gets  such  a  scrubbing  every  week  ad  the 
Englishman  does  not  get  in  his  whole  life,  thereby 
insinuating  that  the  former  is  mone  cleanly  than  the 
latter,  forget  that  his  weekly  bath  is  an  excuse 
with  the  Russian  for  indulging  in  the  greatest 
habitual  filthiness.  The  Englishman,  who  em- 
ploys soap  and  water  so  copiously  as  to  surprise 
the  hydrophobic  nations  of  the  continent,  and  is 
satisfied  with  a  moderate  use  of  the  ordinary  bath, 
is  the  only  clean  and  cleanly  animal  in  the  world. 

There  is  still  another  place,  however,  which  the 
stranger  ought  to  visit,  and  often,  if  he  wish  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  manners  of  the  people : 
— the  Bazaar  or  Gostindi  Dvor^  where  the  Rus- 
sian shopkeepers  are  seen  in  the  greatest  perfection. 

In  their  long  beards,  blue  robes,  and  lofty  caps, 
the  tenants  of  this  singular  mart  might  pass  for 
Jews ;  but  they  are  all  genuine  unadulterated  Russ* 
kys.  The  place  our  friends  have  to  operate  in  is  a 
vast  square,  with  arcades  opening  to  the  numerous 
streets,  and  alleys  dividing  it  at  difierent  points, 


RUSSIAN    BAZAAR*  191 

^  occupied  by  smaU  shops,  some  for  jewellery, 
ie  ibr  cutlery,  with  others  for  army-clothiers, 

C"^  8,  stationers,  upholsterers,  mercers,  &c.  In 
there  is  a  little,  or  rather  a  large  town  of  shops 
bere,  which  it  would  take  a  day  to  explore.  Some 
of  the  neighbouring  streets  are  also  filled  with 
diops.  A  journey  through  this  place  is  sooner 
described  than  made.  Some  days  the  merchants 
are  very  quiet,  each  merely  opening  his  door,  and 
bowing  most  winningly  to  tempt  the  stranger  in. 
At  other  times,  when,  firom  seeing  him  repeat  his 
▼isits,  they  begin  to  think  something  may  be  made 
of  the  stranger,  he  is  beset  with  importunate  shop- 
men the  moment  he  appears.  A  bearded  fellow 
thrusts  himself  in  your  way,  and  launches  forth  in 
an  harangue  about  the  quality  of  his  goods.  But 
lo  I  another  has  scented  the  prey  from  afar.  You 
are  too  respectable  a  customer  to  be  given  up 
without  a  struggle.  Fortunately,  they  soon  begin 
to  fight  with  each  other,  and  you  escape  in  the 
storm  of  winged  words.  Sometimes,  however,  a 
man  in  the  fervour  of  his  importunity  actually  lays 
violent  hands  upon  you,  till  it  becomes  impossible 
to  escape  without  leaving  the  skirt  of  your  pol- 
luted garment,  as  a  trophy  of  his  zeal. 

Should  you  be  wiled  into  any  shop,  be  sure  that 
at  least  double  the  value  is  asked  for  every  article. 
This  disposition  of  the  Russians  to  ask  too  much 
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for  every  thing,  imposes  caution  on  the  stranger 
js?ho  would  bargain  with  them.  It  is  this  well- 
known  part  of  their  character,  that  has  made  so 
many  pronounce  them  a  nation  of  rogues  and 
sharpers.  They  evidently  have  no  pleasure  in 
selling  an  article  without  first  having  a  fight  about 
it.  We  had  many  instances  of  this,  but  none  more 
striking  than  that  with  a  hawker,  who  had  waited 
on  a  gentleman  at  our  lodgings  with  a  bundle  of 
those  velvet  dressing-gowns,  of  which  it  is  now  the 
fashion  for  every  stranger  to  carry  home  some. 
After  disposing  of  a  few  of  the  larger  ones,  there 
was  still  question  about  a  smaller  one,  for  which 
thirty  roubles  were  asked  and  twenty  offered.  Day 
after  day  the  Russian  came  to  see  whether  more 
would  be  given,  but  in  vain ;  the  customer  knew 
that  he  had  offered  the  full  value,  and  would  be 
sure  to  get  it  at  last.  For  a  time  the  importunate 
merchant  was  not  seen ;  but  the  very  morning  of 
the  stranger's  departure,  the  first  man  he  saw  in 
the  street  was  his  friend  of  the  dressing-gown, 
hastening,  when  he  heard  of  the  intended  flight,  to 
offer  him  the  disputed  article  at  his  own,  or  at  any 
price.  The  rule  of  the  Russian  merchant  is,  never 
to  lose  a  customer  for  the  shame  of  being  thought 
a  rogue :  rather  than  let  him  go,  he  will  give  the 
article  for  any  thing  that  has  been  offered.  At  one 
of  the  shops  a  pair  of  shoes,  for  which  eleven  rou- 
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bles  were  first  asked,  were  finally  given  for  three 
nid  a  half. 

Of  all  the  surroundiDg  bazaars  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sie  laige  one^  the  Marche  auxpouXj  or  Old-Clothes 
Market,  is  by  far  the  most  amusing.  The  ragged 
store  displayed  here  is  as  undefinable  as  the  crowd 
In  no  other  part  of  St.  Petersburg  have  we  seen 
BO  many  women  of  the  lower  classes  assembled ; 
some  pricing  a  petticoat  of  ancient  date,  some 
buying  a  gown  with  as  many  holes  as  spots,  and 
some  carrying  off  a  shift,  of  which  one  half  is 
Indding  adieu  to  the  other.  Here  a  posse  of  sol- 
diers are  holding  a  council  of  war  over  a  pair  of 
saperannuated  trousers ;  a  little  fiuther  on  a  poor 
bargeman  is  sighing  over  the  departed  glories  of  a 
moth-eaten  sheepskin.  There  is  no  finery  here. 
In  the  old-clothes  marts  of  other  capitals,  many  a 
gaudy  sight  may  be  seen ;  silks,  ribbons,  and  firip- 
pery,  once  as  gay  as  life,  which  they  now  seem  to 
mock ;  but,  in  the  St.  Petersburg  fair,  misery  is 
misery]:  it  comes  to  this  market  in  rags,  undis- 
guised, unpretending,  and  finds  nothing  but  rags 
to  cover  it. 

The  market  for  old  iron,  near  this,  is  also  worthy 
of  a  glance.  Such  a  collection  of  rusty  articles  was 
never  made  before,  since  iron  was  first  dug  firom 
the  mine;  old  nails,  old  screws,  old  hammers, 
hinges,  anchors, — old  things  of  all  kinds  that  ever 
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iron  was  used  for.      The  only  puzzle  is  to  find 
names  and  uses  forhalf  of  them. 

But  the  reader  must  now  be  wearied  of  our  walks 
through  St.  Petersburg,  and  perhaps  of  the  low 
company  we  have  been  keeping.  If  he  ask  why 
we  have  all  this  time  said  so  little  of  the  well- 
dressed  throng,  we  would  tell  him  that  the  manners 
and  appearance  of  the  better  classes  being  now 
pretty  much  the  same  in  every  country,  he  who 
would  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  national  character 
of  a  people  must,  while  amongst  them,  forsake  at 
times  the  drawing-rooms  of  the  great,  and  visit  the 
market,  the  workshop,  the  kennel,  the  place  of 
every  day  as  well  as  that  of  holiday  resort.  Unless 
he  follow  this  plan,  he  might  as  well  have  stayed  at 
home.  Travelling  will  teach  him  nothing  new  j 
show  him  nothing  to  remember. 

To  please  the  fastidious,  however,  we  shall 
take  a  turn  as  far  as  the  celebrated  Summer  Gar- 
den. There  is  no  vulgarity  here ;  the  ladies  are 
all  in  satin  shoes,  and  the  beaux  in  kid  gloves. 
There  are  flowers  to  sweeten  the  air  after  the 
musty  places  we  have  been  in ;  long  alleys  of  trees 
to  keep  away  the  sun,  and  a  goodly  assemblage  of 
statues  to  honour  us  with  their  silent  admiration. 
In  fact,  for  those  who  prefer  such  places  to  the 
haunts  we  have  been  wandering  through,  this  is  a 
most    appropriate   retreat.      The  handsome  iron 
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railing  towards  the  river,  regarded  as  one  of  the 
6nest  things  of  the  kind  in  Europe,  most  effec- 
tually excludes  the  vulgar.  But,  for  our  own  parts — 
there  is  no  accounting  for  taste — in  place  of  saun- 
tering through  the  throng  of  affectation  and  pre- 
tence generally  assembled  here,  we  should  prefer 
visiting  these  gardens  on  the  famous  fete  of  the 
26th  of  May, — when  the  girls  of  the  middle 
classes  arc  brought  out  to  catch  husbands. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  singular  usages  we  have 
evermetwith.  The  Russians  call  it  the  Inspection 
or  Show  of  young  Girls.  Regularly  as  the  first 
days  of  summer  return,  all  the  young  women  who 
have  not  got  husbands  are  paraded  here  by  their 
parents,  each  in  her  best  dress  and  best  looks. 
Bachelors,  young  and  old,  enter  the  alleys,  with 
cautious  step  and  anxious  eye — glide  in  silence 
through  the  files  of  beauty  ranged  thick  on  each 
side — see  some  one  whom  they  like  better  than 
others — stand  a  while — go  away — come  back — 
and  take  another  look  ;  then,  if  the  honoured  fair 
one  Btilt  please,  the  victim  ends  by  making  propo- 
sals. To  whom  ?  To  the  young  lady  to  be  sure, 
guesses  some  impatient  youth — but  he  guesses 
wrong.  Such  indelicacy  is  never  heard  of  in  Rus- 
sia. A  man  to  make  love  for  himself  would  be 
contrary  to  nature;  that  is,  to  Russian  nature, 
which  is  quite  a  different  thing  from  human  nature 
o  1 
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every  where  else.  It  is  to  the  parents,  then,  that 
he  addresses  himself  ?  No  such  thing  1  The  un- 
happy reader  is  still  wide  of  the  mark.  They 
manage  these  things  very  differently  in  Russia. 
A  gentleman  who  intends  taking  a  wife,  employs 
some  old  hag  from  a  class  of  women  who  live  by 
match-making*  He  tells  her  what  funds  he  has, 
what  he  is  employed  in,  what  he  expects  from  his 
friends ;  and,  naming  the  fair  one  whom  his  eyes 
have  chosen^  begs  that  she  will  explain  all  these 
matters,  not  to  Aer,  but  to  her  family.  This  go- 
between,  this  most  unclassical  Proxenete,  whose 
wages  are  as  regularly  fixed  as  the  per-centages  of 
a  broker,  enters  on  her  mission  in  due  form.  Ex- 
planations are  given  on  both  sides ;  friends  are 
consulted  ;  negotiations  of  the  most  formal  nature 
are  carried  on.  Diplomacy  is  nothing  to  it.  From 
unforeseen  objections  about  prospects  or  dowery, 
the  explanations  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
often  become  as  tedious  as  Belgian  protocols. 
Months,  in  fact,  may  be  spent  on  these  preli- 
minaries; but  all  this  time  the  poor  damsel  has 
had  no  voice  in  the  matter.  She  has  not  seen  her 
intended ;  they  have  never  met  so  long  as  to  whis- 
per a  stolen  vow  to  each  other.  There  will  be 
time  enough  for  the  unimportant  process  of  be- 
coming acquainted,  when  their  fate  has  been  irre- 
vocably fixed.     What  have  such  silly  considera- 
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tioDS  as  Eke  or  dislike  to  do  with  nuurrij^  ?  In 
Aoo&JDig  a  wife,  it  is  a  be^t  of  boideiiy  a  draiestie 
dmdge,  tliat  the  Russian  wants»  not  a  rational 
companion — an  equaL  Were  he  to  consolt  his 
aflections  in  selecting  his  spouse,  could  he  hare 
the  ]4easore  of  beating  her  whenever  he  feels  in- 
clined? 

3IarTied  women  in  the  middle  ranks  appear  to 
lead  a  most  listless  existence.  Without  education, 
andy  fay  the  jealous  usages  of  the  countrvy  almost 
|ffohit»ted  firom  taking  exercise,  their  chief  occu- 
pation seems  to  consist  in  leaning  over  the  window 
all  day  Icmg,  with  their  elbows  resting  on  cushions, 
and  scMnetimes  a  poodle  dog  on  each  side. 

We  have  now  done  with  the  vulgar  of  St. 
Petersburg.  The  title  of  next  chapter  challenges 
die  reader  to  higher  game. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

THE  HIGH£n  CLASSES  ;    THEIR  INCOMES  AND  MUNIH- 

CENCE  ;    emperor's  TREATMENT  OF  TRAVELUNG 

BEAUTIES  i    ABUSE  OF  SOME  TITLES. 

Witty  account  of  the  Russian  capital — Difference  between  the 
Russian  and  English  nobility — A  man  valued  by  the  number  of  hb 
serft — Sources  of  income  in  Russia — Land — Manufactures — Mines 
— Flocks— Large  fortunes — The  CheremetieflTs — Demidoflsy  &c — 

The  Countess  R and  her  sheep — Extent  of  Russian  proper- 

ties^^ompared  with  that  of  a  Scottbh  estate — The  wealthy  Count 
WoronzoflT— His  munificence— Anecdote  of  him — Nobles  not 
allowed  to  spend  too  much  of  their  fortunes  abroad — Russian 
ladies  marrying  foreigners  —  Intimacy  between  Russian  and 
Englbh  gentlemen — Style  of  dressing — Abuse  of  the  title  of 
"  Prince" — Hundreds  bearing  it — Abundance  of  "  Generals" — 
The  apothecary  made  a  General — Privileges  of  a  uniform— Use  of 
epaulettes — Edinburgh  Archer — Disputes  about  precedence  ren- 
dered impossible. 

P — L  L n's  saying  about  St.  Petersburg  is 

worthy  of  being  recorded.  When  asked  what  he 
thought  of  his  native  capital,  he  replied,  with  true 
Russian  contempt  for  every  thing  Russian,  and 
with  a  depth  of  discrimination  worthy  of  one  who 
had  graduated  in  the  Exclusive  and  Brummell 
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schools  of  England,  ^*  There  are  bat  two  places  in 
the  world  where  a  man  can  live — London  and 
Paris.  St.  Petersburg  is  but  a  large  country- 
village.'* 

This  (though  not  quite  new)  was  excellent,  to 
be  said  of  a  place  with  400,000  inhabitants.  But 
there  was  truth  as  well  as  wit  in  the  response  of  the 
youthful  philosopher.  In  spite  of  all  its  splendour 
and  extent,  St.  Petersburg  is  but  a  village.  Of 
mere  bulk,  wealth,  population,  it  has  enough; 
but  it  wants  the  indescribable  something  which 
makes  the  capitals  of  France  and  England  the 
capitals  also  of  the  intellect  and  fashion  of  Europe. 

This  assertion  would  be  amply  confirmed  by  a 
sketch  of  the  state  of  society  here ;  but  this  task 
must  be  left  to  more  experienced  pens ;  we  had 
neither  time  nor  opportunity  to  become  acquainted 
with  more  than  its  surface.  It  is  here  proposed 
to  mention  merely  a  few  general  facts,  not  so 
much  with  the  view  of  giving  a  complete  picture 
of  the  better  classes,  as  to  show  some  of  the 
differences  between  them  and  those  of  England. 

In  England,  a  man's  worth  depends  on  the 
number  of  pounds  sterling  which  he  has  of  yearly 
income ;  but  in  Russia,  the  question  that  decides 
the  degree  of  estimation  in  which  a  man  shall  be 
held,  is,  "How  many  slaves  have  you?*'  The 
number  of  these  once  known,  the  person's  value 
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is  easily  turned  into  money.  Thus,  in  ordinary 
hands,  each  peasant  is  worth  so  many  roubles 
a  year;  you  have  but  to  multiply  by  that  stand- 
ard, and  in  a  trice  you  have  the  annual  income. 
There  is  always  a  wide  additional  allowance  made, 
however,  above  the  strict  sum,  on  the  compliment- 
ary supposition  that  the  party  in  question  is  skil- 
ful at  grinding  the  poor  wretches,  and  so  will 
extort  a  good  deal  more  than  an  ordinary  person. 
Happy  he,  then,  who  can  boast  of  his  thousands 
of  slaves  ;  he  is  the  envied,  the  courted,  the  suc- 
cessful ;  while  the  man  who  has  few  is  as  little 
thought  of  as  a  country  curate  or  a  younger  son* 
"  I  have  no  slaves,'*  said  a  nobleman  of  our  ac- 
quaintance from  the  German  frontier,  to  a  Russian 
prince,  who  had  been  paying  him  great  attention 
since  his  arrival  in  the  capital;  ^^ slaves  are  un- 
known in  my  country.'*  The  look  of  contempt 
from  his  interrogator  could  not  have  been  more 
cutting,  had  he  said  "I  am  a  slave  myself.'* 
From  that  night  he  was  never  taken  the  least 
notice  of  by  his  princely  host.  Who  would  ask  to 
his  balls  or  his  dinners  "  a  man  of  nothing,"  who 
not  only  had  no  slaves,  but  also  wanted  tact  to 
conceal  his  forlorn  condition  ? 

There  are  some  families,  such  as  the  Chere- 
metieffs  and  Stroganofis,  who  possess  between  forty 
and  fifty  thousand  serfs.     One  hundred  thousand 
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is  the  largest  number  we  ever  heard  ascribed  to 
one  fionily.  These,  however,  are  the  most  colos- 
sal fortunes.  Even  one  thousand  is  looked  upon 
as  a  very  respectable  share;  the  man  who  can 
boast  of  this  round  number  is  somebody.  We 
never  heard  any  estimate  of  the  average  value  of 
each  slave,  but  were  told  that  a  household  of  the 
most  ordinary  kind  may  bring  about  100  roubles 
(4/.)  a  year.  The  household  of  a  serf  occupying 
a  farm,  is  of  course  worth  a  great  deal  more  to  the 
proprietor ;  so  that,  taking  the  average  of  the  two 
classes  of  ser&  together,  the  annual  worth  of  each 
family  may  be  calculated  at  5L  of  our  money ; 
which,  allowing  six  persons  to  each  household, 
and^  consequently,  dividing  the  whole  population 
on  his  estate  by  that  number,  would  give  the 
income  of  a  nobleman  possessing  one  thousand 
serfs,  as  approaching  to  840/.  a  year. 

In  addition  to  their  income  from  this  source, 
many  of  the  wealthiest  families  possess  large 
revenues  from  manufactories  of  various  kinds. 
Not  a  few,  also^  draw  immense  sums  from  their 
mines.  The  name  of  Demidoff,  so  long  an  object 
of  interest  to  the  travelling  crowd  in  Italy,  will  at 
once  be  recalled,  in  connexion  with  the  branch 
last  named.  This  family  is  one  of  the  newest  in 
the  empire  ;  little  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago 
its  founder  was  but  a  poor  blacksmith.     Peter  the 


\ 


-C 


—  iT:  , 


* 


« 


.'-    Ate 


•  •£'.1 


zcjk:.'^;  •*r-. *r:. -rr*,  rV-.r.  '.i-^.r  Liji.ij  Lii  d^Jts.  Tie 
f>. -:-Vr«  il ,  T.:.-,Ms^  •rt':;L:c*-  ^^  "z^T^r^ei  zee 

P.i.UVi,      ^//S{Vri>p>*     '/j/.O'j     TLrzrS.'^       sl-rirls      and 

K/^^//-i  ^:/;U?..r.e-  o:  Li::i,  "srilci  izike  acout 
Tih^^^J^)  ini;>:ri^  vrr^r-,  or  very  ^^zz\j  tie  size  of 
the  r;//iinty  of  lisAnor  ^T;2/A^')  aore?^.  The 
i:0muU'>'^  \ihit  \a'J'A\  lon^  abroad,  but  Las  recentiv 
jfot  a  hint  ^th*;  izniyfijofh  hint-s  are  somewhat 
ficf^;mj;tr-""' ^  to  r«;tum  and  look  after  her  sheep. 
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Large,  however,  as  her  property  is,  it  does  not 
come  near  that  of  the  territories  of  some  of  the 
Scottish  nobility — for  it  would  be  unjust  to 
compare  Russian  estates  with  the  compact 
and  highly  -  cultivated  properties  of  EngUsh 
landowners.  The  property  of  the  Dukes  of 
Gordon,  for  example,  in  the  counties  of  Banff, 
Moray,  Aberdeen,  and  Inverness,  covered  422,000 
acros,  or  22,000  acres  more  than  the  whole  county 
of  Hertford.  If  to  this  be  added  the  estates  to 
which  they  succeeded  on  the  Dee,  they  will  be 
found  to  have  possessed  in  all  considerably  more 
than  550,000  acres,  or  three  times  the  size  of  the 
county  of  Middlesex  ( 179,590  acros).  The  es- 
tates of  the  Duchess-Countess  of  Sutherland,  in 
Scotland,  also  surpass  in  extent  those  of  the  great 
families  of  Russia. 

While  speaking  of  the  moro  wealthy  of  the 
Russian  nobles,  we  must  not  omit  Count  Woron- 
zoff,  the  most  popular  man  in  Russia,  and  the 
master  of  rovenues  that  would  entitle  him  to  rank 
with  some  of  the  crowned  heads  of  Germany ;  his 
paternal  income  having  been  groatly  increased  by 
the  large  fortune  of  his  wife.  At  Odessa,  whero 
he  resides  as  governor  of  New  Russia,  he  main- 
tains all  the  splendour,  without  the  constraint,  of 
a  court.  When  he  visits  the  Crimea,  he  daily 
entertains  some  hundreds  at  his  table ;  and  he  is 
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building  a  p^iiace  near  SefaastopoU  wliidi  w3l  ost 

300,VjO/. 

While  he  was  commander  of  the  RasBan  saoa 
in  France,  the  oficer-,  as  Rassian  officers  alwip 
do,  li^ed  §0  excraTraeandy,  that,  wiien  die  wrmw 
was  about  to  be  withdrawn,  biHs  were  hrwiglti 
a$?ain9t  them  to  a  much  greater  amoont  dian  diey 
were  able  to  discharge.  The  count  heard  of  die 
boainesd ;  but  the  sum  was  so  great  that  it 
startled  him.  The  honour  of  Rossia,  howerer, 
was  at  stake :  to  leave  a  foreign  country  with  sadi 
claims  unsatisfied,  would  for  ever  stamp  the 
national  character  with  in&mv.  There  was  no 
alternative  but  at  once  to  give  an  order  on  the 
military  chest  for  the  whole  amount. 

He  reached  St.  Petersburg,  expecting  a  cordial 
reception  from  Alexander  and  his  minbters ;  bat 
was  disappointed.  For  a  time  there  was  nothing 
bat  coldness.  He  had. not  yet  seen  the  emperor; 
bat  at  last  was  sent  for^  and  a  hint  given  that  he 
had  exceeded  his  powers^  in  making  such  an 
unprecedented  use  of  the  public  money.  His 
answer  was  worthy  of  a  Roman :  **  I  thought  to 
please  your  majesty  by  saving  the  honour  of 
Russia :  I  calculated  wrong ;  but  atone  for  the 
error  by  this  scrap  of  paper.  My  banker  will 
refund  the  whole  amount  to  the  Minister  of 
Finance."     It  was  an  order  for  50,000/. 
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A  man  capable  of  raaklng  such  a  sacrifice,  could 
hot  long  continue  a  favourite  at  court.  His  cha- 
racter, however,  was  too  highly  appreciated  by  the 
country  at  large— and  especially  by  the  army — to 
enable  the  government  to  dispense  with  him  alto- 
gether. They  were  at  last  compelled  to  give  him 
carte  blanche^  in  order  to  keep  his  friendship  ;  and 
his  answer  was,  that  they  must  either  give  him  his 
present  government,  or  nothing.  He  has  since 
been  offered  that  of  Moscow,  as  of  higher  rank, 
but  declined  it. 

The  character  of  the  count  is  interesting  to 
Englishmen,  from  the  circumstance  that  he  is 
himself  nearly  half  English.  Besides  having  a 
sister  married  to  an  Enghsh  nobleman,  he  spent 
the  best  part  of  his  youth  amongst  us,  at  one 
of  our  public  schools ;  and  is  thus  as  well  ac- 
quainted with  England,  as  any  peer  of  the  realm. 
The  conduct  we  have  related  does  no  discredit  to 
his  training. 

Another  instance  of  his  munificence  occurred  on 
a  more  recent  occasion.  Knowing  that  the  true  way 
to  prevent  peculation  in  govenimentoffices,  is  to  pay 
respectably  those  employed  in  them,  he  annually  dis- 
tributes the  whole  of  his  salary  as  Governor-Gene- 
ral (.50,000  roubles,  or  ^000/.)  among  the  secreta- 
ries and  clerks  employed  under  him.  The  count 
having  had  occasion  to  visit  England  a  few  years 
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bring  their  Gaptive  knights  to  lire  in  Russia* 
This  is  a  jvactical  lesson  which  we  might  take 
with  mnch  adrantage  firom  that  coontiy.  The 
Eoglishwoinen  whom  we  see  wedding  themselTes  to 
■Dsery  in  France  and  Italy,  would  be  more  can- 
tioos  in  their  choice,  were  they  compelled  to  Imng 
Mcmsieor  Le  Comte,  or  H  Signor  Marchese,  home 
amongst  their  English  friends.  They  now  throw 
diemselTes  away,  on  the  principle  that  so  long  as 
they  remain  among  strangers,  there  is  none  to 
re[Ht>ach  them  with  their  folly ;  and,  when  the 
worst  comes,  they  know  that  heart-break  and  shame 
win  be  less  galling,  where  no  friend  of  hap|Her 
years  is  by,  to  remind  them  of  what  they  were  and 
might  still  have  been.  A  little  of  the  Russian 
discipline  would  most  effectually  prevent  all  this. 

The  gallant  emperor,  we  have  said,  has  too  tender 
a  regard  for  his  fair  subjects,  to  leave  them  entirely 
to  their  own  discretion ;  and^  as  an  example  of  it, 
we  may  state  that,  the  other  day,  when  the  wealthy 

Countess  S wished  to  give  her  hand  to 

Prince  Butera,  a  Neapolitan  nobleman,  formerly 
well  known  as  a  member  of  the  diplomatic  corps  at 
Paris,  the  answer  of  her  imperial  guardian  was, 
— **I  have  no  objection  to  the  match,  but  the 
prince  must  live  in  Russia  ;*' — which  his  excellency 
very  wisely  consented  to  do.  The  king  of  Naples 
has  also  gained  by  the  bargain ;  the  prince,  in 
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retmn  for  the  honour  of  being  nominated  his  ma« 
jesty's  permanent  ambassador,  haying  agreed  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  without  any 
salary. 

It  is  a  singular  feet,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
extreme  difference  between  the  institutions  of 
Russia  and  those  of  England,  there  are  no  fo- 
reigners with  whom  Englishmen  associate  more 
cordially  than  with  Russians.  In  liberality,  indif- 
ference about  expense,  and  readiness  to  make 
a  sacrifice  for  their  friend,  they  come  nearer 
to  ourselves  than  any  other  of  the  continental 
nations.  They  are  the  only  body  of  men  abroad 
to  whom  our  term  "gentlemanly"  can  be  applied. 

Without  diving  for  profound  reasons  to  account 
for  this  favourable  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Eng- 
lish, we  may  state  one  which,  though  by  no  means 
of  a  very  deep  nature,  is  yet  not  without  its  weight 
with  Englishmen — namely,  that,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  Russian  nobles  are  the  best-dressed  men 
of  the  whole  continent.  The  Germans  and  French 
are  over-dressed ;  the  Italians — except  the  few 
who  dance  attendance  on  the  English  families  at 
Florence  and  Naples — don't  dress  at  all ;  but  the 
Russians  keep  a  happy  medium,  dressing  in  a 
plain  manly  style,  like  people  of  sense  at  home. 
Even  the  clerks  in  public  offices  are  noticeable  in 
this  respect. 
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Having  fallen  on  the  subject  of  dress,  we 
ought  to  state,  once  for  all,  before  leaving  it,  that 
the  Russian  ladies  wear  the  last  month's  Parisian 
ftshions^  but  always  exaggerated.  For  mstance, 
their  bustles  —  or  whatever  else  those  mysterious 
structures  ought  to  be  termed — are  large  enough 
for  camels  to  dance  upon. 

We  were  amused,  and,  at  first,  greatly  puzzled, 
with  the  frequency  of  the  title  of  "  prince.'* 
Every  second  carriage  we  met  was  that  of  Prince 
somebody  or  other.  We  soon  began  to  find  out, 
however,  that  to  be  a  prince  here,  is  no  great  dis- 
tinction. Though  many  wealthy  people  enjoy  it, 
the  title  is  often  held  by  those  who  are  distin- 
guished by  little  else  than  this  "  handle"  to  their 
name.  It  is  nothing  more  than  the  mistranslation 
of  a  Tartar  word.  All  who  bear  it  are  of  that 
race,  and  it  is  assumed  by  every  member  of  any 
fiunily  in  which  it  has  been  transmitted.  The 
original  term  was  certainly  descriptive  of  some 
kind  of  rank,  but  had  a  meaning  very  difierent 
firom  the  idea  we  attach  to  its  substitute.  *^  To 
be  a  prince  in  Russia,"  said  a  friend,  *^  is  scarcely 
reputable.  For  one  rich  man  who  bears  the  title» 
there  are  thousands  who  have  it  in  beggary.  In 
some  towns — Odessa,  for  instance — ^you  may  see 
princes  at  every  door,  without  a  rouble  in  their 
pockets." 
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ct^iLi:  ::  ••  i-^n-rrs-"*  W^  Ls^i  he-ard  aeveral 
people  diiTir.^iiiJL-r^i  zr::iL-rr  bv  "^rarlike  Ix/ks  nor 
warkice  dress,  sp-ken  of  as  eenerals-  One  man,  in 
particular,  «pite  routed  our  pLilc-s-jphy — a  shabby 
little  creature,  with  scarcely  bone  enough  to  carry 
a  sword,  fv  less  to  wield  it,  was  always  addressed 
as  Mamieur  le  General ;  but  still,  as  the  young 
officers  who  were  of  the  party  treated  him  with 
very  little  deference,  we  could  reconcile  neither 
his  bearing  nor  their  conduct  with  our  Eng- 
lish ideas   of  the   dignity  to   be  expected  from 
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addressed  by  such  a  high  military  appella- 
and  of  the  respect  due  to  him  from  juniors  in 
aenrioe.      At  length  the  mystery  was  cleared 
^  qi :  the  poor  old  man  was  a  director  of  some  theatre^ 
*  and  held  the  title  by  gift  of  the  emperor,  as  many 
^  do  without  ever  haying  been  in  the  army.     If  we 
^  mistake  not,  it  may  be  purchased ;  at  aU  events,  it 
^   is  lavished  in  a  way  which  makes  it  perfectly  worth- 
less, when  not  coupled  with  military  rank.     We 
'    heard  of  an  apothecary,  who  is  a  general ;  and,  for 
all  we  know  to  the  contrary,  the  empress's  man- 
midwife  may  be  a  lieutenant-colonel.     In  short, 
these  military  honours  are  distributed  with  a  firee- 
dom  truly  ridiculous.     Russians  themselves  smile 
at  it.     Among  the  lower  orders,  however,  these 
things,  with  their  accompanying  ribbons,  excite 
great  awe. 

This  circumstance  of  military  rank  commanding 
so  much  reverence,  will  explain  why  a  penniless 
lieutenant,  with  nothing  but  his  epaulettes,  will  get 
horses  at  the  post  when  he  is  travelling,  without  a 
moment's  delay,  when  a  merchant  who  has  thou- 
sands must  wait  for  hours.  The  respect  paid  to 
a  uniform  is,  in  fact,  so  great,  that  we  have  heard 
of  travellers  pinning  a  bunch  of  gold-lace  to  their 
shoulders,  in  order  to  strike  awe  into  the  post- 
masters and  servants,   the  latter   of  whom  are 
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kicked  and  driven  about  in  grand  style  by  the 
gentlemen  in  real  military  dress.  Some  foreigners 
have  found  it  advisable  to  sport  epaulettes  even  in 
the  capital,  as  well  as  in  travelling.  A  gentleman 
who  was  connected  with  the  English  embassy, 
during  our  visit  to  St.  Petersburg,  finding  that  in 
his  visits  with  Lord  Durham  to  the  camp,  he  was 
sometimes  treated  with  less  respect  than  others  of 
his  standing,  began  to  meditate  how  he  might  best 
remedy  the  evil.  His  case  seemed  a  desperate 
one,  for  he  had  never  served  even  in  the  militia,  as 
other  diplomatists  have  done,  nor  could  he  assume 
the  handsome  uniform  of  a  deputy-lieutenant  But 
at  length  he  happily  bethought  himself  that  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Scottish  Archers*  Club,  whose  uni- 
form, with  a  little  aid  from  lace,  &c.,  can  be  made  war- 
like enough  to  impose  on  a  Russian  sentinel.  This 
accordingly  he  resolved  to  sport,  and  ever  after, 
on  public  occasions,  in  going  to  court  or  camp, 
it  procured  him  all  the  honours  of  a  British 
general. 

To  the  ^rst  class  of  nobility  very  few  belong ; 
perhaps  only  two,  one  of  whom  is  Prince  Paske- 
vitch,  who  humbled  the  Persians,  and  is  now  help- 
ing to  keep  the  Poles  enslaved.  Very  singularly, 
some  of  the  orders  have  no  members :  thus,  of  the 
eleventh  and  thirteenth,  none  are  alive.     Though 
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of  an  ancient  fiunily  could  be  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  one  belonging  to  a  family  which  stood 
lower  on  the  roll ;  but  now  all  the  nobles  are  equal, 
none  having  any  privileges  beyond  those  which  are 
common  to  the  whole  order. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

\  AMUSEMENTS  OF  THE  NOBLES — PASSION  FOR  TRAVEL 
— TASTE  FOR   LANGUAGES. 


I 


tutsiaDs  leldom  ride — Rural  sports  unknown — Fond  of  gambling 
— The  theatre— The  emperor  and  his  dancers  —  Passion  for 
travel — Difference  between  English  and  Russian  traTellers — 
English  traveUing  inconsistencies — Russians  not  devoid  at  pa- 
triotism— Their  quickness  in  acquiring  languages — Apalliy  of  the 
English  in  iliia  study — The  Englishman  and  his  Italian  mastei — 
—His  German  professor — Ru^ians  very  attentive  to  their  native 
tongue. 

The  Russian  nobility  have  none  of  that  taste 
for  out-of-door  exercises,  which  constitute  so  large 
a  share  of  the  amusements  of  the  higher  classes  in 
England.  In  winter,  they  have  abundance  of 
aledge-driving ;  hut  in  summer,  if  they  come  out 
at  allj  it  is  in  their  carriages.  We  saw  only  one 
lady  on  horseback  all  the  time  we  were  here ;  and 
even  the  gentlemen  are  rarely  seen  riding,  com- 
pared with  those  of  other  countries.  In  little 
Berlin^  where  the  passion  for  this  kind  of  exercise 
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k  csmd  faniker  laaa  in  snr  otlier  caotnieatal 
nrrtalj  lann  icx  ixEzi^-^arse  ny  be  seen  in  i 
&Kj^  dsjBQ  die  Isve  St.  Pctenlmg  viU  tnni  out 
in  a  wfssk^  We  scsei^  leooBect  seeing  so 
Ksdi  s  a  Bsrast  Boontedy  dmii^  the  idioleof 
QGT  piTQeT  in  the  inlaior,  and  eertanly^  not  one 
geaitlesQsn  a£er  leiriae  Moscov. 

Rizzal  fporiA  are  nnknara.  They  wonder  nhat 
pleasure  a  DobJeman  can  hare  in  trod^ing  out  to 
dioot  paztzidges,  or  stalk  red-deer.  They  letve 
sQch  puivuits  to  the  men  whom  they  can  aeomge 
if  the  larder  be  iD-sopplied.  In  Act,  ^eoontry 
amasemeaits^ — a  phrase  whidi  caDs  np  so  many 
delightful  images  to  die  Englishman — has  no 
place  in  the  Rnssan  TocabolaiT. 

The  want  of  all  taste  of  this  kind  accounts  for 
many  peculiarities  in  the  diaraeter  and  habits  of 
the  Russians.  Haiing  no  occupations  of  an  active 
kind,  they  fiD  up  their  time  with  sensual  and  pemi- 
<dou5  amusements.  Instead  of  spending  their 
forenoons  among  books,  in  the  fields,  or  in  visiting 
their  neighbours,  they  waste  day  after  day  in 
gambling.  This  rice  is  &tal  to  many  of  them. 
Nowhere  does  it  exist  in  such  violence,  or  to  such 
a  ruinous  extent,  as  here.  In  the  army,  officers 
make  it  almost  their  constant  occupation.  Even 
in  other  countries,  a  Russian  may  always  be  recog- 
nised by  his  passion  for  play. 
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tibat  of  all  other  similar  places  that  we  are  ac- 
quainted with ;  the  greater  part  of  the  pit  being 
occupied  by  rows  of  handsome  arm-chairs,  while 
a  few  ranges  of  seats  covered  with  red  velvet 
cushions  sweep  round  the  edge.  The  whole  is  so 
clean  and  well-arranged,  that  the  pit  looks  mme 
like  a  private  drawing-room  than  a  place  of  indis- 
criminate resort.  Part  of  the  conduct  of  the 
audience,  however,  did  not  exactly  accord  with  our 
ideas  of  drawing-room  behaviour :  we  allude  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  young  officers  present,  who 
amused  us  by  the  assiduity  which  they  displayed 
in  dressing  their  hair  before  the  audience ;  each,  on 
entering,  took  out  his  pocket-comb,  and  plied  it 
most  vigorously.* 

There  are  so  few  associations  of  a  pleasant  or 
romantic  nature  to  link  Russians  with  home,  that 
we  cannot  wonder  at  the  great  love  which  they 
have  for  foreign  travel.  Three  months  of  sun- 
shine to  nine  of  snow  would  justify  any  man  for 
longing  after  other  lands.  Let  a  Russian  wander 
where  he  may,  every  change  is  for  the  better. 

*  Admission  to  these  places  is  so  dear,  that  none  but  respectable 
people  can  attend.  A  ticket  to  the  boxes  at  the  summer  French  the- 
atre, in  the  Kammennoi-Ostroff*,  costs  30  roubles  (near  25  shillings) ; 
and  at  the  Alexandra  theatre,  which  was  open  before  we  left,  the 
prices  are  said  to  be  as  long  as  the  titles  of  the  Xdniglich-groubrU' 
tanisch'Hannoveriscke  Kammers'dngerm,  who  was  delighting  the 
Dublic  as  the  Countess,  in  Mozart's  Marriage  of  Figaro. 
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The  English  have  the  travelUng  mania  as  well 
i  the  Russians ;  yet  in  nothing  is  the  difference 
etween  their  characters  more  strikingly  seen  than 
'  in  this  point  of  seeming  resemblance ;  for  no  two 
nations  differ  more  widely  in  their  conduct  when 
abroad.  The  Russian  travels  to  forget,  the  Eng- 
lishman to  be  reminded  of,  his  native  country. 
At  every  step  the  Russian  finds  something  better 
than  in  Russia ;  the  Englishman,  at  every  hour, 
meets  something  which  he  pronounces  worse  than 

rever  was  seen  in  England.  The  Russian  courts 
the  society  of  foreigners,  and  for  the  moment 
adopts  entirely  the  manners  of  the  country  he  is 
in ;  an  Englishman  frequents  only  his  own  coun- 
trymen, and  prides  himself  in  keeping  up  his  na- 
tional habits.  The  Russian  is  delighted  with  all 
he  sees — has  never  beheld  any  thing  equal  to  it ; 
an  Englishman  abuses  all  that  surrounds  him  in  his 
Loew  element ; — scenery,  'palaces,  women, — earth, 
Kwd  sky, — are  nothing  to  those  at  home. 

"  How  delightftil  this  French  cooking  is  !"  ex- 
claims the  long-named  fur-merchant  who  never 
left  the  Neva  before.  "  Who  would  live  in  a  coun- 
F  where  a  man  can't  get  even  a  slice  of  decent 
1st?"  says  plain  John  from  Whitechapel. 
'  What  charming  things  these  French  beds 
e  I"  sighs  the  one,  "  What  monsters  1"  roars  the 
rther  :  "they  actually  are  not  ashamed  to  say  that 
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they  never  saw  a  four-posted  bed  in  their  lives  1 
I've  slept  all  my  life  in  a  four-posted  bed,  and 
shan't  at  this  time  o'  day  put  my  head  into  a  cat* s 
cradle  to  please  any  man.  Mind,  landlord,  Pm  off — 
I  won't  stay  another  night  in  your  house  unless 
you  get  a  f-o-u-r-post  bed." 

Or,  taking  a  higher  sphere  of  society :  "What 
a  delightful  place  this  Paris  isl"  says  my  lady 
countess :  "  what  gloves,  what  lace,  what  every 
thing  compared  with  our  vile  St.  Petersburg  I"  "  It 
is  impossible  to  live  in  this  horrid  France,"  ex- 
claims her  English  friend  ;•  "  Pm  quite  sure  they 
send  all  their  good  gloves  and  slippers  to  London, 
for  here  I  never  get  one  to  stay  on — they  can't  so 
much  as  make  a  pin  that  will  hold  five  minutes  I"  I 

A  Russian  surrounds  himself  with  every  thing 
that  can  make  him  forget  home ;  an  Englishman  is 
miserable  unless  every  thing  about  him  be  firom 
his  own  country.  English  politics,  English  fa- 
shions, English  quarrels,  and  English  scandal,  are 
as  abundant  in  the  Cascine  at  Florence,  as  in  the 
Pump-room  at  Bath.  The  Englishman  literally 
"  drags  at  each  remove  a  lengthening  chain ;"  the 
farther  away  from  his  home,  the  more  he  thinks  of 
it ;  but  his  northern  friend  never  recalls  his,  ex- 
cept as  the  country  whence  he  derives  his  income, 
— till  the  emperor's  order  too  significantly  admo- 
nishes him  that  he  is  a  Russian.    In  all  this  he  de- 
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serves  at  least  the  palm  of  consistency  :  he  spends 
as  much  as  possible  of  his  time  abroad,  because  he 
thinks  every  country  better  than  Russia.  The  Eng- 
lishman also  stays  years  away,  but  all  the  time  his 
heart  is  in  England — there  is  no  land  like  his  own. 
On  this  head,  it  will  be  seen,  we  differ  entirely 
from  the  gallant  marquis  who  has  lately  favoured 
the  public  with  his  interesting  "  Recollections 
of  a  Tour  in  the  North  of  Europe."  He 
therein  states  that  all  with  whom  he  conversed, 
appeared  to  "  have  a  very  great  disinclination 
to  the  conquest  of  new  dominions ;"  and  from 
thence  infers,  that  it  is  unjust  to  accuse  the 
nobles  of  being  so  passionately  fond  of  other  coun- 
tries. But  was  his  lordship — the  feted  of  the  court, 
the  friend  of  the  emperor — in  the  best  position 
for  hearing  the  real  sentiments  of  those  with  whom 
he  mingled  ?  The  Russian  nobles  know  when  to 
speak  and  when  to  hold  their  tongue.  They  have 
more  tact  than  to  have  rudely  disturbed  the  noble 
stranger's  dream  of  admiration.  It  would  soon  be 
seen  that  the  emperor  had  resolved  to  send  his 
English  guest  away  with  the  most  favourable  im- 
pression of  all  things  Russian  ;  and  every  courtier 
would  therefore  vie  with  his  neighbour  in  the 
struggle  who  should  best  deserve  the  empe- 
ror's smiles.  Not  one  murmur  against  the  exist- 
ing order  of  things — not  even  one  little  sigh  for  a 
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more  genial  clime,  would  be  heard  from  the  well- 
disciplined  throng  that  fluttered  round  him.  Plain 
speaking  has  never  been  proverbial  for  haunting 
courts ;  and  of  all  the  courts  in  Europe,  that  of  St 
Petersburg  is  the  last  where  it  will  seek  to  intrude. 
In  making  these  remarks  it  is  by  no  means  in- 
tended to  throw  any  suspicion  on  the  fidelity  of 
the  Marquis  of  Londonderry's  statements.  On  the 
contrary,  we  are  persuaded  that  he  has  most  faith- 
fully represented  all  that  came  under  his  notice. 
What  we  mean  is,  that  he  was  in  the  very  worst 
possible  position  for  learning  the  real  state  of 
public  opinion  among  the  nobles.  His  intimacy 
with  the  emperor,  we  repeat,  would  of  itself  be 
sufficient  to  give  a  false  tone  to  the  representa- 
tions of  all  who  opened  their  lips  to  him. 

Let  it  not  be  thought,  however,  that  we  accuse 
the  Russians  of  want  of  patriotism.  It  is  what 
we  may  term  the  physical  disadvantages  of  Russia 
that  make  them  roam  so  fondly  to  more  fa- 
voured climes.  Their  affection  for  their  country 
may  not  be  of  the  same  warm  kind  as  ours,  but 
that  they  have  patriotism,  in  the  truest  sense  of 
the  word,  was  well  manifested  at  the  time  of  Na- 
poleon's invasion.  In  other  parts  of  Europe  he 
too  often  found  willing  tools  among  the  native 
nobles.  In  Germany,  how  many  were  forward  to 
betray  their  country — ^how  readily  did  the  needy 
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flock  round  him  t  But  it  should  for  ever  be 
remembered,  to  the  honour  of  the  Russians,  that 
when  the  conqueror  of  Europe  came  amongst 
them,  not  one  joined  him,  or  bade  hira  welcome. 

But,  to  resume  our  contrast.  An  Englishman 
looks  forward  to  travelling,  if  he  think  of  it  at  all, 
as  something  he  must  go  through  some  day  or 
other,  not  from  choice,  but  from  necessity — the 
dire  necessity,  namely,  of  being  like  other  people. 
If  it  were  not  Refashion,  the  great  mass  of  our 
wandering  countrymen  would  stay  at  home.  Not 
Bo  with  the  Russian  :  from  the  first  hour  that  he 
can  think  for  himself,  a  journey  abroad  is  the  great 
theme  of  his  thoughts.  His  early  life  is  a  con- 
stant course  of  preparation  for  it.  He  begins 
with  languages,  and  ha^nng  his  heart  in  the  study, 
advances  to  a  proficiency  truly  surprising.  The 
young  Russian  knows  what  he  is  to  do  with  his 
French  or  Italian,  and  therefore  acquires  them 
rapidly ;  an  Englishman  sees  no  advantage  in 
Buch  acquirements  ;  cannot  imagine  what  possible 
use  there  is  in  tormenting  himself  with  any  mo- 
dem tongue  but  his  own,  and  therefore  never 
retains  what  his  master  attempts  to  cram  him  with. 
When  reminded  that  foreign  languages,  if  they 
gain  no  other  advantage,  will  at  least  be  useful  in 
foreign  countries,  he  replies  that  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  think  of  them  when  the  evil  is  unavoid- 
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able — that  is,  when  actually  in  those  countries. 
But  before  he  has  made  up  his  mind  to  go  abroad, 
he  is  too  old,  or  too  indolent,  to  learn  one  word  of 
a  new  tongue.  It  is  therefore  the  rarest  thing 
possible  to  meet  an  Englishman  who  can  speak  a 
foreign  language  decently ;  his  courier  saves  him 
the  trouble ;  picking  his  pocket  too  so  politely, 
that  he  is  in  perfect  amazement  at  '^that  man's 
economy." 

The  aversion  of  the  English  to  study  foreign 
languages,  even  when  abroad,  is  now  so  well 
known  in  every  country  they  go  to,  that  each 
nation  has  some  standing  joke  against  us  on  the 
subject.  The  people  of  Rome,  for  instance,  take 
great  delight  in  telling  of  an  Englishman  who 
hired  a  master  to  teach  him  Italian,  but  soon  found 
it  so  troublesome,  that  he  always  took  care  not  to 
be  out  of  bed  when  the  punctual  professor  came  at 
ten  for  the  lesson,  and  never  acquired  more  of  the 
language,  than  just  enough  to  be  able  to  drawl 
from  his  pillow,  ^^  Doppo-domani^  aUe  undecif" 
"  The  day  after  to-morrow,  at  eleven  ;'*  which 
was  sure  to  be  repeated  every  time  the  intrusive 
tap  was  heard. 

The  Germans  improve  on  this,  or  at  least  on  a 
fact  which  actually  happened  to  an  accomplished 
theologian,  now  filling  one  of  the  highest  chairs 
in   Prussia.      A  young  Englishman  of  fortune. 
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5  at  Berlin,  engaged  him  for  lessons  in 
in.  Fop  a  day  or  two  a  yawning  attention 
lid  to  the  matter  in  hand ;  but  the  lesso?is 
Boon  improved  into  breakfasts.  "  Cutlets  and 
champagne  to-day,  Herr  Professor,"  said  the  noble 

student,    "provided "      The    provision   was, 

ftfaat  he  should  not  speak  one  word  about  German, 
waor  in  German.  With  a  willing  scholar,  the 
Germans  are  the  best  language-masters  in  the 
rorld ;  but,  with  such  a  learner  as  this,  and  too 
'  tnany  of  our  travellers  are  like  him,  who  could 
blame  the  professor  for  doing  as  most  of  his 
countrymen  do  when  they  get  hold  of  an  English 
pupil — making  him  teach  English,  in  place  of 
learning  German  ? 

To  this  English  indolence  in  acquiring  foreign 

tongues,   the  Russians  furnish   a   most  complete 

contrast.     They  have  been  always  famed  for  their 

facility  in  acquiring  these  ;  but  wc  should  think 

the  secret  lies  fully  as  much  in  their  methodical 

way  of  study,    as    in    any  superiority  of  mental 

endowments.     The  Englishman  is  by  nature   as 

highly  gifted  as  the  Russian :   when    he  applies 

himself  seriously  to  any  language,  there  are  few 

can  keep  pace  with  him.   He  may  not  pronounce  so 

^^well  as  some  foreigners,  but  he  masters  not  only 

B  the  vocabulary,  but  the  spirit,  of  a  language,  more 

H  Aoroughly  than  any  competitor  that  can  enter  the 
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field  with  him.  Forei^  languages  and  foreign 
literature  are  much  more  accurately  appreciated 
by  English  writers  thafn  ours  are  by  foreigners. 
The  number  of  English,  however,  who  take  this 
trouble  is  so  small,  that  foreigners  carry  off  all 
the  merit  as  linguists ;  and  none  deserve  a  larger 
share  of  it  than  the  Russians.  The  fact  is,  they 
begin  at  a  very  early  age:  it  is  no  uncom- 
mon thing  to  find  children  at  eight  conversing  in 
French,  German,  and  Italian,  with  great  fluency* 
As  soon  as  they  are  able  to  speak,  they  are 
placed  under  foreign  governesses,  generally  na- 
tives of  Switzerland  or  Germany,  and  sometimes 
of  France.  With  these,  and  with  their  parents,  they 
speak  foreign  languages  ;  with  servants,  they  em- 
ploy Russian.  In  some  families,  tutors  fi-om 
England  may  now  be  met  with.  But  even  in 
families  which  cannot  go  to  the  expense  of  em- 
ploying foreigners,  several  languages  are  spoken 
by  the  children.  They  learn  them  at  school; 
French  and  German  being  as  much  used  as 
Russian  in  all  respectable  places  of  education. 

Nor  are  the  Russians  distinguished  merely  by 
the  number  of  languages  which  they  possess ; 
they  are  remarkable  also  for  the  correctness  with 
which  they  pronounce  every  foreign  tongue. 
Their  own  impracticable  alphabet  is  of  great  use 
in  this  respect.     Those  who  can  pronounce  the 
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elementary  sounds  of  Russian,  have  already  got 
over  all  the  difficulties  and  delicacies  in  the  pro- 
nunciation of  every  other  European  tongue. 

Before  leaving  this  subject,  it  raay  be  men- 
tioned that  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose,  as  is 
generally  done,  that  the  Russians  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  their  own  language.  On  the  contrary, 
every  person  of  rank  not  only  learns  his  native 
tongue,  when  young,  but  continues  to  study  it 
afterwards.  He  applies  himself  to  it  much  more 
carefully  than  we  do  to  ours.  The  fact  of  its  not 
being  yet  in  a  state  which  would  entitle  it  to  be 
called  a  fixed  language,  renders  its  study  very 
difficult  even  to  them. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

STYLE    OF    LIVING    AMONG    THE    NOBLES. 

Splendid  mansions  —  Style  of  entertaining  —  March  of  French 
cookery —  Arrangements  of  the  table  —  Simplicity  —  Feast  of 
flowers — Names  of  gtiests — Domestic  unhappiness — Mercenary 
marriages — Russian  love-making — Costly  feasts. 

Many  of  the  wealthiest  of  the  Russian  nobles 
reside  constantly  at  Moscow ;  but  the  more  am- 
bitious are,  of  course,  attracted  to  St.  Petersburg 
by  the  court.  Their  mansions  are  large  and 
splendid.  Their  style  of  living,  in  the  capital, 
greatly  resembles  that  of  the  higher  ranks  in 
other  parts  of  Europe.  In  summer,  however,  they 
are  not  seen  to  advantage,  many  being  absent  on 
their  estates.  They  have  at  all  times  been  cele- 
brated for  their  hospitality  to  strangers ;  and,  as 
we  have  already  said,  still  deserve  the  character. 

Their  entertainments,  however,  are  no  longer 
on  the  rude  scale  of  indiscriminate  hospitality 
described  by  some  travellers.     Extravagant  feasts 
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are  still  given,  as  will  be  mentioned  below ;  but  it 
is  more  from  their  costliness,  than  by  the  number 
of  guests  invited,  that  they  deserve  to  be  thus 
characterized.  So  far  as  we  had  any  opportunity 
of  judging,  the  dinner  at  the  table  of  a  Russian 
Doblcman  is  now  little  different  from  that  of  a 
nobleman  in  any  other  country.  French  cookery, 
like  the  French  language,  is  fast  overrunning  the 
earth,  levelling  all  national  distinctions,  and, 
doubtless,  destroying  all  national  prejudices.  The 
professors  of  this  popular  branch  of  science  arc  to 
be  met  with  every  where  j  every  where,  too,  are 
their  labours  in  behalf  of  humanity  munificently 
rewarded.  A  chef-de-cuisine,  who  leaves  Paris 
on  the  top  of  the  Diligence,  with  nothing  but  his 
nightcap  and  saucepans,  rolls  back  from  Russia, 
as  from  England,  in  his  own  carriage,  loaded  with 
the  tribute  of  grateful  nations. 

It  may  not  be  below  the  dignity  of  travellers  to 
record,  that  we  were  struck  with  the  extreme  ele- 
gance of  some  of  the  Russian  tables.  Those  who 
think  that  good  taste  is  better  displayed  by  sim- 
plicity than  by  profusion,  instead  of  making  the 
board  groan  beneath  a  load  of  vulgar  eatables, 
have  adopted  the  French  method,  which  is  spread* 
ing  among  ourselves,  of  having  all  large  dishes 
carved  at  the  sideboard  ;  thus  leaving  the  dinner- 
table  free  for  a  tasteful  display  of  fruit,  in  gold 
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baskets,  and  vases  of  rich  workmanship^  intermixed 
with  costly  ice-pails  and  bouquets  of  roses.  To 
prevent  the  starving  guest  from  supposing  that  he 
is  to  dine  on  perfumes  altogether,  the  soup — ^with 
which  pdtis  are  generally  handed  round — is  placed 
before  the  lady  of  the  house ;  but  no  other  dish  is 
put  on  the  table  till  the  fish  appears, — ^which  is  at  a 
much  later  stage  of  the  dinner,  than  English  taste 
would  approve.  On  the  same  principle  of  keeping 
the  grosser  operations  connected  with  the  table  as 
much  out  of  the  way  as  possible,  many  have  the 
kitchen  detached  from  the  mansion ;  there  being 
merely  a  range  of  stoves  near  the  servants*  door  of 
the  dining-room,  for  keeping  the  dishes  warm. 

Some  families  have  adopted  the  fashion  of  mark- 
ing  the  place  each  guest  is  to  occupy  at  table — 
with  a  slip  of  paper  bearing  his  name  laid  on  the 
destined  plate.  This  practice,  which  is  seldom 
seen  elsewhere — except  in  Germany,  at  fashion- 
able (I)  three  o'clock  dinners,  or  formal  supper 
parties,  to  which  the  old  school  still  adhere — has 
nothing  to  recommend  it.  In  place  of  the  delight- 
ful ease  of  an  English  dinner-table,  where  every 
one  drops  into  his  place  without  the  aid  of  the 
drill-sergeant,  the  guest  has  to  hunt  about  for  his 
name,  and,  after  all,  may  have  the  pleasure  of 
being  danced  half-a-dozen  seats  down  by  a  footman 
telling  you  that  this  is  not  your  name,  and  then 
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again 


with  the  assurance  that  it  is 
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your  name — the  soup  cooling  all  this  time  to  a  jelly, 
and  those  you  wished  to  sit  beside,  exiled  to  Sibe- 
rian distance. 

Wines  are  dealt  with  pretty  much  as  in  Eng- 
land ;  the  plainer  ones  on  the  table,  to  which  the 
guests  may  help  themselves ;  the  finer  brought 
round  by  the  butler,  when  the  host  has  invited  you 
to  join  him.  The  old  English  privilege,  now  dis- 
appearing even  in  England,  of  asking  ladies  to  take 
wine,  is  as  much  unknown  in  Russia,  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  continent.  Drinking  after  dinner,  ex- 
cept in  bachelor  parties,  is  happily  unknown;  both 
gentlemen  and  ladies  escaping  to  the  drawing- 
room  as  soon  as  coffee  has  been  handed  round. 

With  all  his  wealth,  however — with  all  his  pas- 
gion^ibr  travelling,  all  his  taste  for  languages,  and 
all  the  elegance  of  his  table — the  Russian  noble  is 
still  but  half-civilized.  •  Such,  at  least,  is  the  opinion 
of  those  who  know  him  beat.     He   puts  on  the 

"  We  ha»e  lean  this  lerm  applied  by  an  able  writer  in  Blaclc- 
«Moif,  (o  the  Danes,  Norwegians,  and  Swedes  i  but  gurely  with  liltle 
jiutice.  The«e  nations  are  as  mucli  entitled  to  be  called  "civl- 
liic^d'  as  ouKelTcs.  Of  meaUh,  indeed,  they  have  less  than  the 
Engliib  {  but  o(fiee  inttUuliont,  tliougli  differently  modilicd,  they  can 
boast  ax  well  as  England  ;  while  of  edveation,  taking  the  whole  po[)u- 
iation,  they  display  even  a  higher  average  than  ourselves ;  and  thete 
certainly  are  good  titles  to  oil  the  honours  of  cJviliiHtion,  even  wh«n 
vnltli  is  ileArienl. 
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dress  and  learns  the  manners  of  other  European 
nations,  but  is  inGnitely  behind  them  in  all  the 
qualities  that  constitute   real  refinement.     This 
sentence  may  appear  a  harsh  one,  but  it  was  still 
more  harsh,  as  expressed  to  us  by  a  gentleman  who 
had  studied  them  for  years.     "The  Russian,*' said 
he,  "  has  but  the  exterior  of  a  civilized  man :  in 
heart  he  is  both  brutal  and  cruel — devoid  of  deli^ 
cacy  and  feeling.     Before  strangers,  he  is  smooth 
and  plausible ;  in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  he  is 
rough  and  tyrannical.    For  instance — the  kindness 
and  afiection  which  a  wife  expects,  and  is  entitled 
to,  are  seldom  rendered  by  a  Russian  spouse.     He 
treats  her  well  before  the  world,  because  otherwise 
he  would  be  reminding  people  that  he  is  a  Rus- 
sian ;  but  in  private,  harsh  words — ay,  and  harsher 
hlotcs — are  often  inflicted  on  his  helpless  mate." 

Of  the  real  truth  of  this  charge,  no  stranger  can 
know  much ;  but  we  heard  from  a  Russian  himself, 
that  he  knew  the  practice  of  beating  their  wives  to 
be  extremely  common  among  people  of  rank ;  while 
a  foreign  lady,  who  has  been  in  the  country,  says, 
"  that  she  suspected  it  in  many  cases,  and  knew 
that  it  was  done,  and  cruelly,  in  several ;  one  vic- 
tim, of  high  rank,  having  often  bared  her  arm  and 
shoulder  to  show  the  too  obvious  marks  of  her 
husband's  ferocity." 
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These  remarks,  of  course,  apply  only  to  a  class 
of  families  who  seldom  visit  foreign  countries.  The 
Russian  families  whom  we  see  gracing  the  courts 
of  London  and  Paris,  it  should  be  known,  are  in 
every  way  exceptions  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
Russian  nobility.  They  are  the  elite  of  the  em- 
pire. Few  travel,  or  are  sent  on  diplomatic  mis- 
sions, except  such  as  are  distinguished  by  elegance 
of  manners,  as  well  as  rank,  and,  above  all,  by  self- 
command  :  in  short,  such  as  are  most  like  the 
better  classes  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  conse« 
quently  most  unlike  the  bulk  of  their  fellow 
nobles- 

The  mercenary,  heartless  way  in  which  mar- 
riages are  arranged  among  the  great,  may  account 
for  their  domestic  unhappiness.  **  A  lover  in  Rus- 
sia," said  a  Livonian  nobleman,  "must  proceed 
very  differently  from  what  he  would  in  Germany. 
A  German  maiden  is  to  be  won  only  through  her 
fieart :  here  this  antiquated  method  would  never 
do — for  the  excellent  reason  that  a  Russian  woman 
has  no  heart  The  admiring  swain  must  address 
himself  to  her  vanity,  her  envy,  her  desire  to  shine 
in  society.  She  is  as  incapable  of  loving,  as  her 
husband.  In  fact,  the  passion  of  love,  about  which 
German  and  English  novelists  have  blotted  so 
much  paper,  is  here  altogether  unknown.  People 
marry  solely  for  convenience — because  their  pa- 
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rents  are  pleased,  their  estates  lie  near  each  other, 
or  their  fortunes  are  suitable.'' 

If  this  representation  be  true,  who  will  wonder 
to  hear  of  unhappy  marriages,  separations,  and  all 
their  melancholy  consequences  ?  The  transfer  of  a 
spouse  by  a  husband  of  high  rank,  seems  to  be  not 
unknown.  A  wealthy  widow,  whose  name  is  fami- 
liar in  the  fashionable  circles  of  western  Europe, 

was  originally  married  to  one  of  the  G family. 

But  the  second  husband  having  offered  her  first 
lord  50,000  roubles  (2000/.)  to  give  her  up,  the 
transfer  was  speedily  and  amicably  accomplished. 
Decency  required  a  short  retirement  from  the 
world,  but,  in  due  time,  the  lady  appeared  as  the 
wife  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  Russian 
nobles. 

That  their  civilization  is  but  half  completed,  is 
also  proved  by  the  tasteless  splendour  of  the  en* 
tertainments  in  which  many  indulge.  They  are 
not  contented  with  what  nature  can  furnish,  but 
they  must  oppose  nature.  The  finest  fruits  at 
the  proper  seasons  are  not  enough  for  them :  some 
display  the  rarest  delicacies  of  the  stove  and  the 
garden,  in  the  months  when  art  must  help  the 
season.  Great  sums  are  expended  on  hothouses, 
in  order  to  produce  grapes  and  other  unseasonable 
rarities  in  winter.  Cherries  are  to  be  seen  at 
table  in  the  month  of  February,  at  a  guinea  apiece. 
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Prince  P ,  who  used  to  spend  1300/.  on  a 

single  entertainment,  was  in  the  habit  of  surpass- 
ing this  cherry-fi^te,  by  displaying  plums,  peaches, 
and  apricots,  at  the  expense  of  a  couple  of  gui« 
neas  for  each  piece.  Little  wonder,  then,  that  he 
has  now  got  rid  of  his  troublesome  wealth  I 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

NATIONAL    DISHES. 

Expensive  fish — The  sterlet — Foreign  wines — Russian  wines  of  the 
Don,  the  Crimea,  &c. — Kvass,  the  national  beverage — Vodki — De- 
licious tea — The  horrors  of  eating  Balima — Buckwheat  pudding — 
Russian  broth — Hospitable  matrons — Mushrooms — Their  abund- 
ance and  safety — Our  poisonous  kinds  eaten  in  Russia — Mode  of 
cooking — Suggestions — Is  tallow  eaten  by  the  Russians? — Tsdd, 
or  cabbage-soup — Sniaiky, 

At  the  close  of  the  last  chapter  the  extravagance 
of  the  Russian  nobles  was  referred  to  ;  and  now, 
as  specimens  of  it,  we  may  mention  a  few  of  the 
favourite,  and  truly  very  expensive,  dishes  seen  at 
their  tables. 

To  begin  with  their  favourite  fish,  the  Sterlet 
( Sturio  ruthenus ) .  For  one  of  these,  not  much 
larger  than  a  good  salmon,  a  nobleman,  or  even  a 
merchant  when  he  is  giving  a  feast  at  his  daughter's 
marriage,  has  been  known  to  pay  as  much  as  twelve 
hundred  roubles  (50/.);  three  and  four  hundred 
roubles  are  not  uncommon  prices.  On  tasting  this 
delicacy,  we  by  no  means  found  it  so  exquisite  as  to 
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justify  this  enormous  price.  It  is  a  white  fish,  with 
a  taste  something  between  salmon  and  turbot,  but 
not  so  good  as  either.  It  is  generally  served  up 
whole,  dressed  with  mushrooms  and  olives.  The 
value  would  appear  to  be  enhanced  in  some  way  or 
other  not  explained  to  us — ^probably  by  the  expense 
of  transporting  them  alive ;  for  they  are  sold  very 
cheap  at  the  places  where  they  are  caught  They 
are  very  abundant  in  the  Volga.  The  sea  of 
Azoff  also  teems  with  them,  and  even  in  the  Black 
Sea  they  are  so  abundant,  that  at  Odessa  they 
may  be  had  for  a  shilling  apiece.  Some  years 
they  would  appear  to  be  dearer  than  others  in  the 
capital ;  for  of  the  two  which  we  saw  alive  in  a 
tank  in  the  Neva,  the  larger,  about  the  size  of  a 
salmon  in  its  first  year,  was  offered  for  175  roubles 
(7/.)>  *^^  ^^^  smaller,  like  a  sear  trout,  for  75 
roubles  (3/.).  This  was  called  uncommonly  cheap, 
but  seven  pounds  sterling,  for  eight  or  nine  pounds 
of  fish,  was  no  bad  price.  It  seems  to  be  a  very 
lively  fish.  The  back  andhead,  which  are  nearly 
black,  are  covered  with  diamond-shaped  spots, 
the  corners  of  which  consist  of  hard  prominent 
points. 

The  extravagance  of  the  Russians  in  regard  to 
WINES  is  also  worthy  of  remark.  Their  own 
country  produces  wine,   but  it  is  a  rule  with  a 
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Russian  to  care  for  nothing  that  can  be  got  at 
home.  You  almost  insult  him  to  ask  for  a  bottle 
of  the  wine  of  the  Crimea,  were  it  only  to  be  able 
to  say  that  you  had  drunk  Russian  wine  in 
Russia.  The  government  has  been  at  great  pains 
to  encourage  the  culture  of  the  vine  in  the  South, 
but  as  yet  with  no  decided  success.  Some  of  the 
wines  of  the  Crimea  are  very  tolerable,  but  the 
greater  part  of  them  are  little  better  than  red  ink, 
with  plenty  of  sugar  in  it. 

In  general  they  use  nothing  but  French  wines, 
and  these  of  the  most  expensive  quality ;  their 
predilection  for  champagne  is  well  known.  At 
home  or  abroad,  the  Russian  is  steady  in  his  affec- 
tion for  this  beverage ;  it  is  the  only  one  which  he 
seems  to  think  fit  for  rational  beings.  Of  the  whole 
quantity  annually  exported  from  the  departments 
of  the  Mame,  Ardennes,  &c.,  the  Russians  take 
400,000  bottles ; — which  is  only  6000  less  than  the 
quantity  taken  by  England  and  her  colonies,  east 
and  west.  Yet,  even  after  allowing  Russia  this  fair 
proportion  of  the  genuine  wine,  it  remains  a  mys- 
tery where  the  rest  can  come  from ;  a  mystery 
which  the  wine-merchants  alone  can  solve.  As  to 
its  being  genuine,  the  French  song  merrily  set- 
tles the  question,  when  it  tells  us  that  this  precious 
wine  has  the  power  of  multiplying  itself;  for,  be- 
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sides  what  is  used  in  France  and  other  parts  of  the 
world,  there  is  much  more  of  it  drunk  in  Russia 
alone,  than  ever  grew  in  Champagne. 

Nowhere  are  wines  seen  in  greater  perfection 
than  at  the  house  of  a  wealthy  merchant.  His  rule 
when  he  gives  a  feast,  especially  if  he  live  in  the 
provinces,  is  to  have  part  of  every  thing  costly. 
Port,  Sauteme,  Champagne,  gin,  EngUsh  porter, 
all  follow  each  other  in  indiscriminating  confusion, 
till  the  hospitable  mistress  of  the  feast  puts  an  end 
to  the  dinner,  by  handing  to  each  guest  a  glass  of 
brandy,  upon  which  you  kiss  her  hand,  and  she 
salutes  your  cheek. 

The  wines  of  the  Don  still  keep  their  ground 
against  those  of  the  Crimea ;  one  kind,  resembling 
Champagne,  is  excellent.  Those  called  Stanitze 
and  Zimlyanskoyey  come  very  near  Burgundy,  both 
in  colour  and  flavour  ;  but  the  greatest  favourite  of 
all  is  the  Vinomarozka^  or  frozen  wine,  made  by 
mixing  wine  and  brandy  with  the  juice  of  berries  pe- 
culiar to  the  districts  about  the  mouth  of  the  Don. 
The  cultivation  of  the  vine  began  there  as  long  ago 
as  Peter  the  Great's  time ;  but  of  late  more  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  it  than  formerly,  government 
having  ordered  experiments  to  be  made  in  the 
south,  on  no  less  than  several  hundred  kinds  of 
vine-slips  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Russians  are 
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also  sent  to  study  the  art  of  cultivating  the  vine 
in  the  best  wine  districts  of  France. 

With  all  their  partiality,  however,  for  imported 
luxuries,  there  is  another  home-made  liquor  for 
which  nothing  can  shake  their  love ;  and  that  is 
their  Kvass.  In  vain  have  the  English  tempted 
them  by  establishing  breweries  for  ale.  Excel- 
lent though  the  ale  be, — and  it  is  the  best  we 
ever  tasted  out  of  England, — the  Russians  still 
keep  by  their  national  drink.  This  kvass  is  the 
thinnest,  sourest,  queerest  kind  of  stuff  ever  con- 
cocted ;  yet  the  Russian  could  not  live  without  it. 
It  is  patronised  by  all  ranks  and  all  denominations. 
There  is  a  vessel  of  it  in  every  peasant's  hut, 
from  which  the  family  are  sipping  the  whole  day 
long;  and  you  find  it  in  bottles,  on  the  same 
table  with  champagne.  We  met  with  it  even  in 
the  public  prisons ;  a  large  tin- vessel  full  of  it, 
with  a  jug  beside,  being  placed  in  every  common 
room,  for  the  prisoners  to  drink  of  at  pleasure. 
The  keeper  told  us  they  might  as  well  deprive 
them  of  air  at  once  as  rob  them  of  their  kvass. 
It  is  made  from  rye  boiled  in  a  large  quantity  of 
water,  which,  being  afterwards  fermented,  acquires 
a  sourish  taste,  far  from  disagreeable,  and  most 
effectual  in  allaying  thirst.  It  is  of  a  yellowish 
colour,  not  unlike  the  barley-water  of  the   sick- 
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room.  There  is  a  dear  kind  of  it,  sold  in  bottles 
at  6d.  each,  called  white  kvass,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly good  and  brisk. 

The  VoDKi,  or  brandy,  in  which  the  poor 
Russian  indulges  to  such  debasing  excess,  is  a 
light-coloured  spirit,  not  unlike  the  corn-brandy 
of  Sweden,  but  more  harsh  and  fiery.  It  is  dis- 
tilled chiefly  from  rye ;  but  oats  and  barley  are 
also  employed.  None  but  the  lower  classes  use 
this  spirit  freely ;  for  neither  in  their  native 
country,  nor  elsewhere,  have  we  ever  found  rea- 
son to  look  on  the  better  class  of  Russians  as 
addicted  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  If  not 
altogether  entitled  to  be  called  abstemious  in  this 
respect,  they  are  certainly  not  so  bad  as  the 
French,  who  indulge  more  freely  than  is  generally 
supposed  5  and  they  are  infinitely  superior  to  the 
better  class  of  Swedes,  Norwegians,  or  Scotch.  It  is 
a  melancholy  fact,  that  the  three  most  highly  edu- 
cated nations  of  Europe,  should,  at  the  same  time, 
be  the  hardest  drinkers. 

Another  favourite  beverage  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten— their  tea.  The  Russians  are  the  most  invete- 
rate tea-drinkers  out  of  China;  and  with  such 
excellent  tea  as  they  have,  the  passion  is  quite 
excusable. 

Tea  in  Russia  and  tea  in  England  are  as 
difierent  as  peppermint-water  and  senna.     With 
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US  it  is  a  dull,  flavourless  dose ;  in  Russia  it  is  a 
fresh  invigorating  draught.  They  account  for  the 
difference  by  stating  that,  as  the  searair  injures 
tea,  we  get  only  the  leaves,  but  none  of  the 
aroma  of  the  plant,  which  left  Canton ;  while  they, 
on  the  other  hand^  receiving  all  their  tea  over^ 
landf  have  it  just  as  good  as  when  it  left  the 
celestial  empire.*  Be  the  cause  what  it  may, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  tea  in 
Russia  is  infinitely  superior  to  any  ever  found  in 
other  parts  of  Europe.  Englishmen  are  taken  by 
surprise  on  tasting  it;  even  those  who  never 
cared  for  tea  before,  drink  on  during  the  whole 
of  their  stay  in  Russia.  Like  every  thing  else 
here,  however,  it  is  very  expensive :  the  cheapest 
we  saw  even  at  Nishnei-Novgorod,  which  is  the 
greatest  mart  in  the  empire,  cost  from  11  to  12 
roubles  (about  10  shillings)  a  pound ;  and  when  a 
bearded  Russian  wants  to  give  a  feast,  he  will  pay 
as  high  as  50  roubles  (2/.)  for  a  pound  of  some 
high-flavoured  kind  of  bohea.  The  difference 
between  these  and  English  prices,  arises  from  the 
same  cause  as  the  difference  in  the  quality — the 
long  land-carriage,  which  is  tedious  and  very 
expensive,  through  regions  where  there  are  neither 
roads  nor  resting-places. 

*  See  Vol.  II.,  chap,  xv.,  where  the  Chinese  bazaar  is  mentioned 
at  Nishnei-Novgorod. 
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It  should  be  stated,  however,  that,  in  travelling 
especially,  no  price  will  be  thought  too  high  for 
this,  the  only  comfort  of  the  wanderer  in  Russia* 
It  banishes  many  a  headach,  and  cheers  under  all 
the  annoyances  of  a  country  which,  by  universal 
consent,  is  the  most  troublesome  and  fatiguing  to 
travel  in  that  can  be  visited.  Tea  may  always  be 
had  at  the  inns  in  large  towns,  but  being  too  dear 
an  article  for  most  of  the  country  post-houses, 
every  body  should  carry  a  stock  for  himself :  we 
once  paid  6s.  8d.  for  the  tea  necessary  to  make 
breakfast  for  four ;  but  such  a  charge  is  rare. 

The  Russian  seldom  eats  with  his  tea;  he 
never  adds  cream  to  it  like  the  English  ;  nor  does 
he  disgust  people  by  making  tea-drinking  an  ex- 
cuse for  tippling,  like  the  Germans,  who  half  fill 
their  cup  with  brandy  when  they  can  get  it.  The 
only  thing  the  Muscovite  mingles  with  his  tea 
is  sugar,  and  sometimes  a  thin  slice  of  lemon  ;  and 
these  being  duly  added,  he  sips  the  brown  draught, 
not  from  a  cupy  but  from  a  common  drinking-glass, 
slowly  and  seriously,  with  all  the  solemnity  of  a 
libation. 

Now  that  we  have  fallen  on  the  subject  of 
national  tastes,  we  must  not  forget  to  describe 
the  most  atrocious  compound  ever  presented  to 
man  in  the  shape  of  food.  It  is  the  Russian 
soup  called  Batinia,  which  to  English  palates  tastes 
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worse  than  poison,  but  which  these  our  alliei^ 
high  and  low  of  them,  delight  in  as  the  greatest 
delicacy  on  earth.  Hearing  so  much  in  its  pnuM^ 
we  ventured  once,  and  only  once — ^for  there  is  no 
fear  of  its  being  asked  for  a  second  time — to  ghre 
a  hint  that  we  should  like  to  make  a  trial  of  it 
But, — "O  dura  Russorum  iliar — the  taste  is  not 
yet  away  from  our  lips,  nor  are  we  yet  persuaded 
that  the  skin  has  returned  to  our  throats. 

A  plateful  of  this  yellow  liquid — ^it  ought  not  to 
be  called  soup — was  placed  before  us,  with  a  scum 
on  its  top  something  like  a  thin  coating  of  sul- 
phur. Adventurously  diving  through  this  sur- 
face, what  did  we  discover? — Lumps  of  rotten 
sturgeon,  slices  of  bitter  cucumber,  spoonfuls  of 
biting  mustard ;  in  short,  a  concatenation  of  all 
the  most  putrid,  most  acrid,  most  villanous  sub- 
stances that  nature  produces.  The  Witches* 
broth  was  nothing  to  it : — 

**  Eye  of  newt,  and  toe  of  frog, 
Wing  of  bat,  and  tongue  of  dog,** 

would  be  delicacies  most  exquisite,  compared  with 
these  Russian  horrors.  But,  though  both  smell 
and  sight  were  wellnigh  daunted,  we  resolved  to 
persevere  like  men.  We  had  begun  the  perilous 
adventure,  and  could  not  with  honour  draw  back, 
before  taste  had  also  been  put  to  proof.  A  spoon- 
ful of  it  was  accordingly  raised  to  the  lips ;  when, 
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Id  I  besides  its  other  recommendations,  it  was 
fimnd  to  be  literally  as  cold  as  ice ;  for  the  moun- 
|am  projecting  above  the  surface,  which  we  had 
innocently  supposed  to  be  some  nice  redeeming 
jeUy,  of  Russian  invention,  turned  out  to  be  a 
lump  of  ice  from  **  the  frosty  Caucasus,"  or  some 
other  vile  place.  That  mouthful  was  the  worst 
we  ever  swallowed  I  It  would  be  impossible  to 
depict  the  looks  of  anguish  which  we,  a  party  of 
deluded,  inexperienced  Englishmen,  cast  on  each 
other.  It  took  away  the  breath ;  tears  rolled  from 
our  eyes ;  we  were  more  than  satisfied — we  were 
humbled,  silenced,  overcome ;  and  made  a  vow  be- 
fore the  whole  company  of  strangers,  never  more 
to  be  lured  into  an  attempt  to  make  new  discoveries 
in  the  adventurous  region  of  Russian  dishes. 

The  Russians  consider  this  soup  the  highest 
possible  luxury,  and  eat  it  when  it  can  be  got 
(which  is  not  often,  as  it  is  expensive),  with  the 
same  avidity  that  a  French  abbe  displays  in 
attacking  his  dindon  aux  truffes^  or  an  Italian 
his  beccaficoes. 

With  one  of  their  dishes  we  could  have  made 
out  very  well ;  the  pudding,  or  something  in  that 
way,  made  from  buckwheat.  Being  very  cheap, 
it  is  much  eaten  by  the  middling  classes,  but  may 
also  be  seen  at  the  tables  of  the  great,  at  least 
once  or  twice  a-week.      It  is  considered  very 
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wholesome.  Buckwheat,  however,  being  a  very 
important  article  in  Russian  agriculture,  it  will  be 
more  particularly  mentioned  at  a  subsequent 
page. 

We  once  got  a  very  good  kind  of  broth,  with 
an  unwonted,  but  not  unpalatable,  addition — ^huge 
spoonfuls  of  thick  cream  thrown  into  the  plate. 
This  was  in  a  part  of  the  country  where,  of  course, 
cheese  is  unknown,  otherwise  the  cream  would 
have  been  less  abundant. 

Generally  speaking,  the  true  place  for  seeing 
national  dishes,  as  well  as  national  manners,  is  at 
the  tables  of  the  native  merchants.  In  the 
provinces,  they  live  in  old  abundance  and  old 
hospitality.  When  a  feast  is  made,  the  mistress 
of  the  house,  as  already  hinted,  is  completely  the 
slave  and  servant  of  her  husband's  guests.  She 
waits  upon  them  at  table,  with  unwearied  assiduity, 
from  first  to  last,  coming  round  with  the  dishes 
herself,  and  scarcely  sharing  of  any  till  all  have 
been  served. 

The  only  dish  we  should  really  envy  the  Russians 
for,  is  their  mushrooms.  In  England,  mushrooms 
are  used  by  very  few ;  in  Russia,  the  use  of  them 
is  universal,  from  the  emperor  to  the  beggar; 
and  those  who  know  what  a  delicate  dish  they 
make — the  salted  ones  excepted — need  not  be 
told  that  they  are  always  welcome,  whether  dressed 
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with  a  rich  sauce,  as  at  the  tables  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, or  with  the  plainer  art  of  a  hut  by  the  way- 
side. Many  of  the  peasants  Uve  almost  entirely 
upon  them,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year.  In  the 
summer  afternoons,  bands  of  village  children  may 
be  seen  searching  for  them  in  the  woods,  with  Uttle 
baskets  on  their  arms ;  and  in  the  mornings,  at 
some  places  south  of  Moscow,  we  met  long  files  of 
women,  returning  firom  the  forests  with  the  hasty 
growth  of  the  night,  heaped  in  large  black  baskets 
on  their  shoulders,  Uke  a  string  of  fish-women  of 
the  Moray-firith,  trudging  to  market  with  their 
odorous  "  creels."  We  did  not  hear  the  value  of 
those  sold  in  one  year  at  St.  Petersburg ;  but  were 
told,  that  in  Moscow,  not  fewer  than  200,(XX) 
roubles*  worth  (8000/. )»  are  brought  to  market 
every  summer.  They  are  most  abundant  in  the 
districts  where  open  forests  occur,  and  are  always 
more  plentiful  under  certain  kinds  of  trees ;  far 
south,  they  disappear  altogether.  The  best  wea* 
ther  for  them  is  sunshine,  intermixed  with  showers 
by  day  and  warmth  over  night. 

What  surprised  us  most  of  all  regarding  them, 
was  to  find,  that  the  very  kinds  which  are  poison^ 
OTIS  with  uSf  are  here  used  every  day  without  the 
hast  danger.  "  These  are  the  mushrooms  of  your 
English  woods,'*  said  a  gentleman  with  whom  we 
first  saw  them:    *^why  don't  you  eat  them  at 
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home  ?*'     The  information  was  far  irom  tranquil- 
lizing ;  few  would  like  to  be  told  that  they  had 
made  the  best  part  of  their  dinner  on  poison ;  but  as 
no  evil  consequences  followed,  we  doubted  whether 
they  could  be  really  the  same.     Further  inquiry, 
however,  convinced  us  beyond  all  doubt  that,  be 
the  cause  what  it  may,  mushrooms  which  are  highly 
poisonous  in  Great  Britain,  are  perfectly  innocent 
in  Russia.      This  is  no  new  discovery :  our  men 
of  science  are  already  aware  of  the  fact,  but  none 
of  them  have  been  able  to  explain  it.     With  us, 
only  three  kinds  are  eatable — the  common  mush- 
room   (Agaricus    campestru)^    the    fairy    ring 
( Agaricus     pratensis ),     and     the     Agaricus 
Oeorgii : — in  Russia,  nearly  ten  times  that  num- 
ber are   used;    in  fact,   almost  every  kind.     A 
French  cook  told  us,  that  he  himself  knew  at  least 
twenty  varieties,  all  fit  for  the  table,  and  that  an 
accident  from  them  is  here  totally  unknown ;  he 
considered  such  a  thing  quite  impossible.     The 
only  precaution  necessary,  he  said,  is  not  to  boil 
two  distinct  species  together ;  but  this  is  merely 
from  the  degree  of  boiling  which  suits  one,   not 
being  sufficient  for  the  other. 

That  mushrooms,  virulently  poisonous  in  one 
country,  are  eaten  with  safety  in  another,  is  well 
known  in  other  cases ;  as,  for  instance,  in  that  of 
the  fly  mushroom  (Agaricus  muscariibs)^  which 
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18  Yery  common  in  England,  and  always  poisonous 
tliere,  while  in  Kamtschatka,  it  is  used  as  a  fre- 
quent article  of  fi)od.     In  France  and  Italy  also, 
some  of  our  noxious  mushrooms  become  quite  safe. 
Now,  what  can  be  the  cause  of  this  remariiable  di« 
Tersity  ?     Surely  the  question  merits  more  atten- 
tion  than  has  yet  been  bestowed  on  it«     It  is  not 
enough  to  say,  that  difference  of  soil  and  climate 
explain  the  mystery ; — for  though  we  know  that 
culture  changes  the  properties  of  plants,  convert- 
ing what  is  poisonous  in  its  wild  state,  into  a 
wholesome  esculent  when  raised  in  the  garden, — as 
in  the  case  of  the  common  celery,  for  example ; 
yet,  throughout  the  whole  vegetable  kingdom,  we 
find  almost  no  other  instance  of  a  plant,  which  is 
poisonous  in  one  country,  becoming  wholesome^ 
without  culture^  when  transplanted  to  another^  and 
left  entirely  to  itself,  and,  in  both,  placed  in  appa- 
rently the  same  circumstances  as  to  soil,  exposure, 
&c     After  all,  a  great  part  of  the  secret  may  lie, 
not  in  the  plant,  but  in  the  mode  of  preparing  it 
for  the  table  ;  and  it  is  to  this  point  that  some  of 
our    practical   authorities   ought  to   direct    their 
attention.     So  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  Russian 
cook,  on  first  cutting  up  these  spoils  of  the  forest, 
makes  a  much  more  copious  use  of  salt  than  is  done 
with  us ;  and  the  efficacy  of  this  agent  in  deaden- 
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ing  the  poisonous  quality^  is  sufficiently  proved  by 
the  melancholy  case  recorded  in  the  medical  trea- 
tises, of  a  French  officer  and  his  wife,  both  of 
whom  died  within  thirty-two  hours  after  eating  of 
certain  mushrooms,  while  the  person  who  supplied 
them,  and  his  whole  family,   made  a  hearty  and 
wholesome   meal  from  the   same   gathering.     A 
careful  inquiry  having  been  afterwards  instituted, 
it  was  found  that  no  blame  could  be  attached  to  the 
latter :  the  misfortune  appeared  to  have  originated 
entirely  in  the  different  modes  of  cooking  employed 
•—one  family  had  eaten  them  without  any  addition ; 
the  other  had  strongly  salted  them  before  boiling, 
and  then  squeezed  them  careftiUy  before  partaking 
of  them.    Such  an  occurrence  as  this,  while  it  points 
to  a  very  important  fact  in  the  dressing  of  these 
productions,  enjoins  also  more  than  ordinary  cau- 
tion on  those  who  would  make  experiments  with 
them;    but  that   experiments  ought  to  be  made 
with  more  diligence  than  has  yet  been  done,  little 
argument  can  be  required  to  show.     Heaven  for- 
bid, that  the  day  should  come  when  our  peasantry 
shall,  from  necessity,  be  driven  to  think  of  these  as 
substitutes  for  less  doubtful  fare  1     But  no  one  who 
has  tasted  the  savoury  dish  made  of  them  by  the 
Russians,  while  he  deprecates  the  prospect  of  their 
ever  being  used  from  necessity  in  England,  will 
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deny  that,  cts  a  luxv/ry^  they  would  form  a  most 
desirable  addition  to  the  tables,  both  of  rich  and 
poor.  A  few  kinds  have  already  found  their  way 
to  the  tables  of  the  better  classes  amongst  us ;  but 
it  is  a  more  general  use  of  the  easily  procured 
species  that  is  now  contended  for.  Why  should 
the  lower  classes  of  other  countries  continue  exclu- 
sively to  enjoy  a  cheap  and  simple  delicacy,  which 
nature  seems  also  to  have  intended  for  those  of 
England  ? 

We  have  now  nearly  done  with  the  subject  of 
Russian  dishes;  yet,  as  the  reader  may  have  re- 
marked, nothing  has  been  said  of  a  dish  which,  in 
England,  is  believed  to  be  a  favourite  article  of  food 
with  this  refined  people — namely,  the  delicate  and 
rare  substance  vulgarly  known  by  the  name  of 
tallow.  The  belief  that  all  Frenchmen  live  on 
frogs,  is  not  more  common  than  the  one  that  all 
Russians  live  on  the  dainty  dish  now  named ;  and 
the  one  is  just  as  correct  as  the  other.  Without 
reverting,  however,  to  the  subject  of  the  diet  of 
the  lower  orders,  which  has  already  been  consi- 
dered, we  shall  merely  add,  that  there  is  one  dish 
sometimes  seen  amongst  them,  which  we  should  be 
glad  to  see  plenty  of  within  reach  of  our  own  poor. 
Who  that  has  at  all  heard  of  Russian  dishes,  has  not 
heard  of  their  Tschi^  or  cabbage-soup  ?  Soups  in 
all  parts  of  the  continent  are  generally  little  better 
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than  an  aggravated  edition  of  toast-and- water ; 
but  this  is  really  a  good  sensible  affair.  Like  the 
soup  already  spoken  of,  it  is  sometimes  mixed  with 
sniatky  (fish) ;  and  then  does  it  become  all  that 
Russian  taste  can  desire  of  most  luxurious  and 
delightful. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

THE  ENGLISH  IN  ST.  PETERSBURG  ;  WITH  NOTICES  OF 
THE  EXPENSE  OF  LIVING  IN  IT,  AND  HINTS  ON  THE 
HOTELS^  &C. 

EDglish  mercantile  houses — Style  of  living  among  the  British — 
Nature  of  their  business — Large  capitals — Tallow  trade — Resi- 
dences of  the  English — The  English  quay — English  Back  Line — 
The  factory — Church  —  Library —  Clubs  —  Horse-races  —  Fox- 
hounds— Bear-shooting — English  and  Russian  merchants  con- 
trasted— No  Jews  merchants — Scotch  land-stewards. — English 
tutors  and  governesses — Mr.  Baird,  the  engineer — Total  number 
of  English — Warning  to  people  not  to  be  rash  in  going  to  Russia 
— Capricious  treatment  from  the  authorities — Englishman  sent  to 
Siberia — Grooms  from  England — English  physicians  in  St.  Pe- 
tersburg— Country  cottages  of  the  English — Of  the  Russian 
nobles — Hard  names  of  the  nol^ility — Short  summer — Comjmred 
with  that  of  England —  Living  here  very  cheap  for  the  poor — Ex- 
pensive for  the  rich — Costly  furniture — House  rent — Bad  hotels 
—  Excellent  English  houses  —  Tablet  tCh&ie — Coffee-houses — 
Travellers*  purchases — Velvets — Leather — Slippers — Furs. 

In  several  of  the  preceding  chapters,  allusion 
has  been  made  to  the  difference  between  the  habits 
of  Russians  and  English.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
however,  that  in  some  things,  the  better  class  of 
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Russians  have  imitated  English  manners  to  a  con- 
siderable degree.  Even  such  of  the  nobles  as 
have  not  travelled,  enjoy  good  opportunity  of  be- 
coming acquainted  with  our  national  habits,  through 
the  great  number  of  English  resident  as  merchants 
in  St.  Petersburg ;  many  of  whom  are  very  inti- 
mate with  the  most  distinguished  of  the  Russian 
nobility. 

The  English  society  here  is  not  only  numerous, 
but  most  respectable.  It  is  chiefly  composed  of  gen- 
tlemen possessing  all  the  high  qualities  which  com- 
bine to  make  up  one  of  the  highest  characters  in  the 
world — that  of  an  English  merchant ;  a  title  which, 
on  the  continent,  is  still  one  of  the  most  honourable 
that  a  man  can  bear,  being  associated  in  the  minds 
even  of  our  enemies  with  ideas  of  strict  integrity, 
great  liberality,  and  high  intelligence.  Among 
the  more  distinguished  houses  are  those  of  Thom- 
son, Bonar,  and  Co. ;  Cayley  and  Co.,  another  long- 
established  firm  of  high  character ;  Gray  and  Co. ; 
that  of  Allan,  Stuart,  and  Co.,  &c.  Many  of  these 
gentlemen  live  in  great  splendour,  and  their  atten- 
tion to  travellers,  properly  introduced,  is  un- 
bounded. In  fact,  the  tone  and  general  style  of 
society  among  them  is  so  superior,  that,  after  visit- 
ing nearly  every  trading  place  on  the  continent, 
in  which  English  are  to  be  found,  we  must  give 
the  palm  to  our  countrymen  at  St.  Petersburg. 
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With  the  good  sense  and   good   taste  which 
might  be  expected  in  men  of  this  stamp,  these 
gentlemen  strictly  refrain  from  politics.     As  the 
guests — and  favoured  ones— of  the  state,  they  are 
in  honour  bound  to  this  line  of  conduct ;  and  from 
aU  we  saw,  we  should  say  that  the  emperor  has  not 
in  his  dominions  more  loyal  nor    more  devoted 
subjects,  than  the  respectable  and  influential  body 
composing  the  English  society  at  St.  Petersburg. 
It  is  well  known,  that  many  handsome  fortunes 
have  been  made  here  by  our  countrymen ;  but  they 
themselves  maintain  that  the  greatest  fortunes  have 
been  made  in  Riga ;  which  may  be  easily  accounted 
for,  by  the  less  expensive  style  of  living  in  such  a 
place,  compared  with  that  of  the  metropolis. 

The  peculiar  nature  of  some  branches  of  the 
llussian  trade  requiring  a  very  large  capital,  so 
few  natives  can  carry  them  on  successfully,  that  our 
countrymen  enjoy  very  nearly  a  monopoly  of  the 
more  lucrative  part  of  the  commerce  of  St.  Peters- 
burg. The  export  of  tallow,  for  instance,  which 
is  among  the  most  important  branches  of  the  Rus- 
sian trade,  is  almost  entirely  in  their  hands ;  and 
that  the  capital  required  to  carry  it  on  is  very 
large,  will  be  seen  from  the  fact,  that  one 
house  has  been  known  to  pay  away  as  much  as 
400,000/.  in  a  single  year,  on  this  article  alone. 
Payments  being  made  beforehand,  or,  at  least,  long 
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before  the  delivery  of  the  article  at  St.  Petenbmg, 
this  trade  is  said  to  be  very  precarious.  In  order 
to  secure  the  tallow  which  is  to  be  delivered  in 
England  a  year  hence,  it  is  necessary  to  send 
purchasers  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  empire,  full 
twelve  months  before ;  but  if  in  the  mean  time 
prices  should  fall  at  London,  the  merchant  loses 
not  only  the  interest  on  his  large  capital  for  that 
long  period,  but  also  a  great  portion  of  his  first 
outlay. 

In  connexion  with  this  branch  of  trade,  it  may 
be  stated,  that  it  is  not  so  much  from  having  a 
larger  proportion  of  cattle  than  other  countries, 
that  Russia  is  able  to  export  such  immense 
quantities  of  tallow,  as  from  the  circumstance  that 
the  people,  instead  of  using  that  article  itself  em- 
ploy some  substitute  for  it  in  their  domestic  eco- 
nomy. Most  of  the  farmers,  for  instance,  use  fir- 
roots  in  place  of  candles,  and  carefully  hoard  the 
tallow  of  every  ox  they  kill,  knowing  that  it  will 
sell  as  profitably  as  the  produce  of  their  fields. 

Many  respectable  English  families  reside  on  the 
Vassilii  island,  and  in  other  quarters  of  the  capital ; 
but  the  more  fashionable  part  seem  to  prefer  the  quay 
of  the  Grand  Neva,  formerly  described,  and  known 
as  the  English  quay ;  of  which  the  establishment 
called  the  English  Factory,  and  the  houses  of  our 
merchants,  form  some  of  the  principal  ornaments. 


THE    ENGLISH    IN    ST.   PETERSBURG.  257 

The  less  pretending  street  in  the  rear  of  this, 
called  Oalernoy  Oulitzay  is  so  full  of  British,  that 
it  is  always  spoken  of  as  the  English  Back  Line, 
(from  its  being  at  tlie  back  of  the  English  quay). 
Here  are  situated  the  boarding-establishments  and 
lodging-houses  most  frequented  by  our  country- 
men, some  kept  by  English,  and  some  by  Ameri- 
cans. It  is  a  street  of  great  length,  not  mean  and 
filthy  as  we  had  imagined,  but  very  clean,  and  formed 
of  handsome  houses,  with  excellent  pavement,  from 
end  to  end.  Each  of  the  houses,  like  nearly  all 
others  here,  has  a  large  courtyard,  either  in  fit)nt 
or  rear. 

Most  of  our  countrymen  may  be  seen  once  a-day 
in  the  Exchange,  a  very  handsome  building  in  the 
Grecian  style,  near  the  Custom-house.  The  prin- 
cipal time  of  business  is  from  four  to  half-past  five^ 
when  the  Russian  merchants  go  home  to  supper, 
and  the  English  to  dinner. 

There  is  no  permanent  residence  for  the  Eng- 
lish ambassador.  Each  new  representative  takes 
a  house  suited  to  his  means.  That  which  Lord 
Durham  occupied,  is  said  to  have  cost  him  near  a 
thousand  pounds  a-year. 

The  English  factory  is  chiefly  occupied  by  a 
very  handsome  place  of  worship,  and  apartments 
for  the  clergyman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Law.  This  is 
the  most  beautiful  and  becoming  English  chiq)el 
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in  any  part  of  the  continent.  There  is  also  an 
excellent  English  library  attached  to  the  establish- 
ment, of  which  strangers  have  a  most  liberal  use,  on 
the  recommendation  of  members.  There  is  a  Pres- 
byterian place  of  worship  in  another  part  of  the 
city,  where  a  Scottish  clergyman  officiates. 

St.  Petersburg  contains  two  English  clubs — one 
on  the  Mo'ika,  and  another  on  the  quay  just  spoken 
of.  Both  are  excellent,  and  distinguished  by  their 
liberality  to  strangers ;  but  we  can  speak  only  of 
the  latter,  where  there  is  a  copious  supply  of  all 
the  (permitted)  newspapers,  French,  English, 
German,  an  account  of  which  will  be  given  at  the 
close  of  the  next  chapter ;  also  handsome  apart- 
ments, good  society,  and  unexceptionable  dinners. 
Though  called  Englishy  these  clubs  contain  men 
of  wealth  of  all  nations. 

With  characteristic  attachment  to  their  home 
amusements,  our  countrymen  have  of  late  got  up 
Horse-Races  in  true  English  style,  and  have  now 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  Russians  beginning 
to  imitate  them.  In  addition  to  these  many 
English  things,  they  have  also  a  good  pack  of 
fox-hounds  ;  but  we  did  not  hear  that  the  Russian 
nobles  risk  their  necks  so  freely  m  ith  our  friends 
in  the  field,  as  they  do  their  money  with  them  in 
the  club-houses.  They  speak  of  excellent  shooting 
in  winter ;  and  even  in  autumn  there  is  tolerable 
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sport  among  the  pirtridges  (a  difiermt  species 
from  ours),  within  thirty  miles  of  the  capital. 
Some  Englishmen  killed  a  great  many  elks,  the 
Christmas  before  our  visit,  about  7^  versts  (46 
miles)  from  town.  Another  party  shot  two  bears  ; 
but  such  luck  is  rare,  many  having  been  here 
several  years  without  finding  one. 

Though  not  able  to  compete  ¥nth  our  country- 
men in  extensive  speculations,  there  are  in  all 
parts  of  Russia  many  native  merchants  of  great 
fortune.  There  is  an  immense  difference  between 
them,  however,  both  as  to  way  of  living  and 
general  character.  The  former  are  held  in  great 
esteem,  and  looked  upon  as  a  superior  class,  even 
by  the  nobles,  to  whom  they  give  entertainments, 
and  from  whom  they  receive  attentions  in  return. 
The  Russian  merchant,  on  the  contrary^  even 
when  wealthy,  is  regarded  as  belonging  to  a  de- 
graded caste.  There  are  various  degrees  of  this 
degradation,  the  merchants  being  divided  into 
guilds,  first,  second,  &c.,  each  having  distinct  pri- 
vileges. We  never  saw  a  Russian  merchant  of 
any  grade  without  thinking  of  a  Jew,  his  dress 
and  beard  being  generally  so  like  those  which 
continental  Jews  so  fi^quently  display.  The  re- 
semblance goes  still  farther;  as  already  stated, 
they  are  as  greedy^  and  as  ready  to  overreach,  as 
any  Hebrew   that  ever   trod  the  Rialto.     With 
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this  grasping  disposition  the  Russians  succeed  well 
as  merchants  on  a  small  scale.  They  have  that 
true  love  of  pelf  necessary  to  push  them  on  in 
petty  undertakings,  but  have  not  spirit  for  any 
great  enterprise.  Russian  Jews  are  not  allowed 
to  settle  in  St.  Petersburg,  or  to  carry  on  business 
of  any  kind :  Stieglitz,  the  wealthy  Jew  banker, 
is  of  German  origin. 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  the  British,  how- 
ever, we  may  state,  that  though  there  are  many 
Scotchmen  employed  as  land-stewards  in  various 
parts  of  Russia,  yet  few  of  them  are  to  be  seen 
near  the  capital. 

It  surprised  us  to  hear  that  so  many  English 
are  now  employed  in  Russia  as  tutors  and  gover- 
nesses in  noble  families.  They  are  well  paid,  and, 
in  general,  do  not  appear  to  regret  the  choice 
they  have  made. 

The  English,  or  rather  the  Scotch  medical  men 
here,  still  enjoy  a  very  respectable  share  of  the 
public  regard.  Sir  William  Crichton  has  left 
Russia,  and  Dr.  Walker  has  also  retired  from  the 
capital,  leaving  the  field  to  Doctors  Handyside, 
Macnab,  and  Lefevre.  Sir  James  Wyllie,  who  was 
physician  to  the  late  emperor,  continues  to  reside 
here,  and  is  still  in  favour  at  court.  The  Grand 
Duke  Michael  has  also  a  medical  attendant  from 
Scotland,  a  nephew  and  namesake  of  the  learned 
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knight  last  named.  If  we  mistake  not,  however, 
the  golden  days  of  foreign  physicians  in  this  coun- 
try  are  now  gone  by ;  for  though  a  good  many 
surgeons  from  Edinburgh  are  still  employed  in 
the  navy,  Russia  will,  ere  long,  be  able  to 
manufacture  doctors  for  herself. 

Although,  as  formerly  stated,  there  are  few 
English  shopkeepers,  or  general  tradesmen  here, 
compared  with  those  of  other  foreign  nations,  yet 
on  the  whole  there  cannot  be  less  than  2400 
Englishmen  in  St.  Petersburg,  of  one  class  or 
other.  Of  these  a  great  number  are  employed  by 
Mr.  Baird,  a  thriving  engineer,  in  building  steam- 
boats, iron  bridges,  &c.  Many  are  also  placed  at 
the  head  of  government  works  of  different  kinds. 
Nearly  all  of  these  superintendents,  in  compliance 
with  a  usage  already  referred  to,  glory  in  the 
title  of  captain  or  some  other  warHke  distinction, 
conferred  by  the  emperor,  to  give  them  dignity  in 
the  eyes  of  his  people.  Some  of  these  gentlemen 
are  tolerably  paid,  but  none,  so  far  as  we  could 
hear,  handsomely.  An  Englishman  who  superin- 
tends a  large  number  of  workmen,  employed  in 
the  fabric  of  a  very  important  article,  has  only 
190/.  (3(XX)  roubles)  a-year,  and  we  did  not  hear 
that  he  values  his  military  distinction  at  a  great 
deal. 

On  the  whole,  we  eaw  no  inducement  to  tempt 
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Englishmen  to  enter  the  Tzar^s  employment  in 
any  capacity  whatever.  Few  of  our  countrymen 
now  in  Russian  pay  appear  to  be  very  much  satis- 
fied with  their  position.  Even  were  they  to  be 
remunerated  in  the  very  handsomest  manner,  what 
attraction  can  there  be  in  a  service  where  they  are 
every  moment  liable  to  be  the  victims  of  the  most 
capricious  and  unsparing  despotism  ?  It  was  but 
the  other  day  that  an  Englishman  who  had  un- 
happily been  lured  to  St.  Petersburg,  in  order  to 
superintend  some  public  works,  was  banished  to 
Siberia^  for  what  appears  to  have  been  a  misappre- 
hension regarding  the  perquisites  included  in  his 
contract.  Warned,  therefore,  by  such  an  example, 
Englishmen,  whether  mere  mechanics  or  men  of 
science  and  skill,  ought  to  ponder  well  before  they 
abandon  a  country  where  the  oppressor  cannot 
trample  on  the  weak,  for  the  brilliant  but  perilous 
honour  of  serving  a  master  whose  power  is  sub- 
ject to  no  control. 

Illiberal,  uncharitable  as  it  may  sound,  we 
cannot  help  confessing  that  we  have  never  wit- 
nessed without  a  grudge,  so  many  of  our  country- 
men transferring  their  talents  and  experience  to 
the  service  of  the  stranger.  What  has  Russia 
— what  have  the  other  nations  of  Europe — ever 
sent  us  back  in  return  for  our  too  frequent  exporta- 
tions  of  this  nature  ?    Nothing  but  rivalry,  and  ex- 
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Peterhof  are  very  fine.  Among  these  are  Kras 
naiamouisa  and  Hah-ltah^  elegant  mansions  be- 
longing to  the  Naryshkine  family.  Other  families, 
such  as  those  of  Ostermann-Tolstoy,  Khitrovo, 
Dasehkoff,  Chouvaloff,  Demidoff,  and  many  other 
"  offs/*  might  be  named  among  the  possessors  of  fine 
villas  in  the  neighbourhood ;  but  the  names  of  the 
proprietors  are  as  difficult  to  transcribe  as  those  of 
Viasemski,  Belzko'i,  Miloradovitch,  Belocelski,  La- 
poukhine,  Zavadofski,  Ghika,  Cheremetiefi^,  Jakov- 
lefl;  Tchemicheff;  Roumantsofi;  Lomonosofl;  Kha- 
nikofiy  Tchitchagofi^y  Ismailofi^,&c.&c.,  which  adorn 
the  mausoleums  and  monuments  of  the  capital, 
but  are  never  placed  by  the  traveller  in  his  notes, 
firom  the  difficulty  of  writing  such  unwonted 
sounds. 

When  we  expressed  our  delight  at  the  beautifiil 
evenings  of  July,  our  countrymen  never  failed  to 
remind  us  that  the  summer-life  of  the  Russian 
fashionables  is  the  shortest  in  Europe.  They 
can  seldom  leave  St.  Petersburg  before  the  begin- 
ning of  June,  and  the  increasing  fi'osts  compel 
them  to  return  again  by  the  first  of  September  1 
that  is,  they  are  taking  their  flight  for  town  at 
the  very  time  when  the  higher  classes  of  happy 
England  are  beginning  to  make  themselves  com- 
fortable in  the  country.  Nay,  their  summer  often 
terminates  before  these   three  brief  months   are 
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the  bepfinning  of  August,  during  our  stay 
in  St,  Petersburg,  cold,  rain,  and  high  winds 
prevailed  with  such  severity,  that  some  gentlemen 
told  us  they  roust  soon  commence  their  prepara- 
tions for  town,  the  winter  having,  in  all  proba- 
bility, already  set  in.  At  least,  when  the  weather 
'breaks  in  this  way,  though  they  may  not  have 
snow,  they  are  sure  to  have  little  but  rain  and 
cold  till  the  frost  appears  in  grim  reality.  Winter 
in  August,  good  friends — think  of  that  1  Truly 
this  is  a  delightful  climate :  a  few  weeks,  or,  at 
most,  months  of  boiling  heat,  and  throughout  all 
the  rest,  cold  so  intense  that  the  circulation  nearly 
stagnates.  Even  in  summer  we  are  reminded 
what  their  winter  colds  are,  by  the  huge  stoves, 
like  houses,  in  the  churches,  as  well  as  in  the 
lobbies  of  theatres,  which  in  winter  are  always 
well  heated,  for  servants  to  shelter  themselves  in. 
Yet,  with  every  precaution,  coachmen  at  that 
season  arc  often  frozen  to  death,  while  waiting 
for,  or  driving  their  masters.  Sentinels  also  die 
on  their  posts  in  winter-nights,  when  the  ther- 
mometer is  often  more  than  fifty  degrees  below 
zero  I  Though  there  are  large  houses  for  drilling 
the  soldiers  in,  their  sufferings  from  cold,  even 
I  when  going  through  their  exercise,  it  is  said,  are 
^most  dreadful. 

May  not  such  facts  justify  us  in  asking,  "Where 
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is  there  a  country  favoured  like  our  own  ?"  We 
complain  of  our  climate  ;  but,  equally  remote  from 
the  treacherous  heats  of  Italy  and  the  freezing 
colds  of  Russia,  it  is,  beyond  doubt,  the  best  in 
the  world. 

The  expense  of  living  in  St.  Petersburg  being 
a  subject  of  considerable  interest  to  the  general 
reader,  it  may  be  stated  that,  to  those  who  can 
content  themselves  with  the  bare  necessaries  of 
life,  this  city  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  cheapest  places 
in  the  world.  The  sum  for  which  an  economist 
may  support  himself,  is  incredibly  small.  We  have 
heard  of  a  foreigner  who  expended  no  more  than 
six  shillings  a-week ;  yet,  by  his  own  confession, 
he  wanted  for  nothing  I 

This,  however,  applies  only  to  the  lower  and 
middle  classes  ;  for  people  of  fortune,  St.  Peters- 
burg is  one  of  the  dearest  places  in  the  world.  As 
already  stated,  the  general  style  of  living  among 
these  is  ruinously  expensive.  The  variety  of  new 
and  costly  dresses  required  by  the  ladies  of  a 
family,  whether  young  or  old,  is  beyond  all  that 
female  extravagance  ever  imagined  in  any  other 
part  of  Europe.  The  style  of  furniture  now  in 
vogue,  also  occasions  an  immense  expenditure* 
Costly  mirrors— numerous  windows,  each  of  a 
single  pane — ^gilding,  in  tasteless  profusion — fur- 
niture of  the  rarest  kinds  of  wood — ^marble  of  the 
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iDOBt  coBtly  descriptiane — orticleB  of  jaqier,  mala- 
diite,  and  pospfayrv— oF-moln  omamCTds  of  ex* 
treme  bemty — gold  and  silver  plate  of  the  newest 
fonns— in  short,  all  diat  honest  wealth,  or  dishonest 
poTcrty  can  purchase,  are  deemed  indispensable 
in  a  Russian  mansion  of  the  highest  class.  Tlie 
Russian  rule  is,  diat  nothing  which  is  not  lare, 
and  oonseqneaathr  expensive,  can  he  worth  having. 


Add  to  these  tlie  high  prices  of  wines,  and  of  all 
articles  of  hmiy  for  the  table,  and  it  wiD  ai  once 
be  seen,  tbat  none  can  make  any  figure  here  with- 
out an  enoimous  income.  The  single  ixem  of 
boose-rent,  swallows  up  tbe  annual  profits  wrung 
from  a  ooiqile  of  thousand  sei&.  Several  houses 
were  pointed   out  to  us   s    letting  for  ^JJVJ 


rouUes  TKiOOZ.'.  a-vear:  a  rent  which  is 
rarelv  beard  of  even  in  Londan.  It  mu?*-:  be 
added,  however,  that  fi'om  ^le  immeise  nunixier 
of  servants  kepi  by  ibe  Russzan  ni^iiiiry,  a  first- 
rate  town  mansion  here  is  iarser  tiian  out  uf 
corresponding  rank  in  Engianc^ 

The  pa^dng  straiiger  finds  iew  goi0d  'wr^i^ 
Demutk\  the  most  fitcooacabiS:,  s  d»r  ^sA 
uncomfbrtaUe.  Iris  bffrrg  a  JLwasan  b'/w»% 
you  have  xo  pay  wujk  ii  j:  iie  a  ixiaa»(7yu« 
train  of  servants,  aod,  a&!7  ilZ,  <a&  v.;*?^-/-;}/ 
get  any  ^exenGXjef:^  Ejhol  tix^  \\;TAn' 
fashion,  having  a  Kijonp!:  ^kn^MraMX^t,  ti^  f^4ai« 
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mission  you  want  executed  is  delegated  from 
one  to  another,  and  probably  neglected  altogether. 
Coulon'Si  in  the  Nefskoi,  we  have  heard  highly 
spoken  of,  by  travellers  who  have  been  in  Russia 
since  the  time  of  our  visit.  The  Hdtel  de 
Londres  and  Hdtel  de  Paris  are  on  the  plan  of 
the  second-rate  hotels  of  Paris,  with  bad  rooms, 
indifferent  restaurants^  or  tabUs-^hdte^  high 
prices,  plenty  of  filth,  and  noise  insufferable. 
The  German  house,  Heide's,  on  the  Vassilii- 
Ostroff,  is  very  good  for  a  short  stay ;  but  those 
who  like  English  comfort  and  English  cleanliness, 
cannot  be  better  anywhere  than  in  the  house  of  Mrs. 
Cotesworth,  in  the  English  Back  Line,  where  they 
may  have  good  board,  lodging,  and  attendance — 
in  short,  every  thing  except  wine — for  the  marvel- 
lously reasonable  charge  of  8  roubles  (6^.  8d.) 
a-day.  Mrs.  Wilson's,  much  frequented  by 
Americans,  is  also  an  excellent  house.  Good 
private  lodgings  may  be  had  in  the  same  street, 
and  other  parts  of  the  town,  at  London  prices. 

The  fees  for  sights,  and  the  other  incidental 
expenses  of  the  traveller,  make  St.  Petersburg, 
and  Russia  generally,  more  expensive  than  most 
parts  of  the  continent.  Dinner  at  a  restaurateur^s, 
including  the  cheapest  wine,  seldom  costs  less 
than  7  or  8  francs,  and  is  not  better  than  what 
would  cost  only  one-half  in  Paris.      A  bottle  of 
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small-beer  in  the  coffee-houses  (of  which  there 
are  scarcely  any  in  the  French  style)  is  charged 
8d. ;  in  Paris  it  would  be  2d.  A  hackney-coach 
for  two  persons  to  go  a  short  distance  into  the 
country,  where  some  ftte  was  going  forward,  was 
charged  near  60  roubles,  or  more  than  twice  the 
Paris  price.  Clothes  are  very  dear,  always  ex- 
cepting the  velvet  dressing-gowns  already  spoken  of. 
Leather  articles  of  all  kinds  are  cheap ;  and  as 
Russian  leather,  though  not  at  all  durable,  is  in 
high  repute  from  the  peculiar  flavour  which  the 
manufacturers  of  other  countries  have  never  suc- 
ceeded in  imitating,  strangers  always  lay  in  a 
large  stock  of  them.  Ordinary  boots  are  about 
the  same  price  as  in  Paris ;  that  is,  one-half  the 
price  of  a  London  fashionable  shop ;  but  dress- 
boots  that  look  well,  may  be  bought  for  7**  6rf. 
Morocco  boots  for  the  dressing-room,  and  ladies' 
slippers,  of  all  imaginable  hues,  are  often  brought 
to  England,  as  presents,  by  those  who  choose  to 
pay  the  duty  on  them  at  home.  Furs  are  also 
so  cheap,  in  comparison  with  English  prices,  that 
travellers  are  in  the  way  of  lining  their  old  cloaks 
(thus  escaping  the  duty)  with  a  sufficient  quantity 
to  keep  their  fair  friends  in  England  warm  for  at 
least  a  couple  of  winters. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

THE   UNIVERSITY   AND    LIBRARIES  ;    FINE    ARTS    AND 

LITERATURE. 

Great  exertions  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  in  behalf  of  oadonal 
education — Result  doubtful — University  of  St.  Petersbuii^ — lis 

comparative  inferiority — Number  of  students  and  professon 

Compared  with  Dorpat — Academy  of  sciences — Fossil  remains — 
Imperial  library— Persian  manuscripts — Academy  of  painting'*- 
Hermitage  gallery — Murillo — Paul  Potter — Periodical  and  gene- 
ral literature — Poets — Karamsin. 

Until  the  time  of  the  late  Emperor  Alexander, 
Russia,  in  regard  to  education,  was  the  most 
neglected  nation  of  Europe.  Under  him,  how- 
ever, much  was  done  to  remove  this  stigma. 
Schools  were  established  all  over  the  country ; 
universities  were  planted  in  the  principal  cities, 
and  liberally  endowed ;  men  of  ardour  and  learn- 
ing were  sought  out  and  induced  to  settle  in 
them  :  in  short,  neither  cost  nor  encouragement 
was  spared  in  the  good  cause. 

But  has  the  result  corresponded  with  the  bene- 
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volent  patriot's  anticipations?  Has  education 
spread  among  the  poor  and  the  ignorant  ?  Has 
the  seed  so  liberally  scattered  on  a  not  ungrateful 
soil,  really  begun  to  bear  its  goodly  firuits  ?  Alas  I 
we  shall  hereafter  see  that  in  spite  of  all  that  was 
done,  and  is  doing,  popular  education  is  advancing 
but  slowly ;  for  in  many  of  the  governments 
of  the  interior  through  which  we  shall  pass  in  the 
course  of  our  wanderings,  out  of  every  four  or  five 
hundred  of  the  population,  there  is  not  more  than 
one  young  person  attending  school.  The  educa- 
tional schemes  of  the  government  have  hitherto 
been  unsuccessful  in  the  provinces,  because  the 
people,  being  ignorant  of  the  value  of  instruction, 
seldom  think  of  sending  their  children  to  school. 

In  the  large  cities,  however,  public  seminaries 
are  most  successfully  conducted  and  numerously 
attended.  This  holds  true  of  the  capital  more 
particularly.  The  number  of  gymnasia  in  St. 
Petersburg  is  very  great,  in  addition  to  military  and 
normal  schools,  and  in  fact,  educational  institutions 
of  every  kind.  All  of  these  are  very  flourishing, 
with  the  exception  of  the  university  alone,  which, 
though  opened  under  the  most  favourable  auspices, 
and  with  the  brightest  promise  of  almost  imme- 
diately attaining  high  eminence,  appears  to  be 
still  very  inferior  to  its  ancient  and  highly-cele- 
brated rival  at  Moscow,  and  is  even  eclipsed  by 
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the  university  of  Dorpat,  in  Livonia.  The  insti- 
tution last  named  would  appear  to  be  the  most 
prosperous  of  all  the  universities  in  Russia,  many 
of  its  professors,  such  as  Struve,  the  astronomer. 
Parrot,  the  traveller,  and  others,  being  men  of 
great  eminence  in  the  scientific  world.  It  is 
usually  attended  by  six  hundred  students ;  while 
St.  Petersburg  seldom  reckons  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  divided  among  the  goodly  array 
of  forty-two  professors.  In  both  universities,  as 
indeed  in  nearly  all  throughout  the  empire,  the 
principal  chairs  are  filled  by  Germans.  The 
university  of  St.  Petersburg  was  founded  by 
Alexander  in  the  year  1819 ;  and  was  the  seventh 
which  that  enlightened  monarch  had  established 
during  his  reign. 

The  number  of  scientific  establishments  in  St. 
Petersburg  is  very  great;  but  we  can  mention 
only  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences^  on  the 
quay  of  the  Vassilii-Ostrofi^,  which  possesses  col- 
lections of  immense  value,  in  almost  every  depart- 
ment of  human  knowledge.  Its  library  contains  more 
than  10«5,000  volumes,  including  many  valuable 
manuscripts.  The  Zoological  Museum  is  among  the 
most  celebrated  in  Europe,  from  containing  some 
of  the  most  singular  fossil  remains  that  have  yet 
been  discovered ;  especially  those  of  the  mammoth, 
found  in  the  ice  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lena,  in 
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Siberia,  the  bones  of  the  leg  of  which  are  as 
thick  as  the  human  body.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  describe  the  feelings  of  wonder  with  which  we 
gazed  on  this  huge  monster  of  another  world  ;  a 
naked,  hideous  anatomy,  standing  in  grim  mockery 
of  all  that  has  passed,  and  is  passing,  around  him. 
The  flesh,  skin,  and  hair,  were  quite  entire  at  the 
time  of  his  first  discovery  (1799-1806),  and  even 
now  his  well-propped  bones  look  sturdy  enough 
to  carry  him  through  our  modern  worid,  if  he  had 
any  regard  for  the  degenerate  elves  which  usurp 
his  place.  His  vast  bulk,  when  first  seen  in  his 
icy  bed,  so  frightened  the  simple  huntsman  who 
discovered  him,  that  he  fell  sick  at  the  sight, 
and  took  to  bed,  believing  that  it  boded  him  some 
evil  fortune.  He  stands  9  feet  4  inches  high, 
and  16  feet  4  inches  long,  without  including  the 
.  tusks  or  horns  (as  his  neighbours,  the  Tungu- 
sians,  more  appropriately  call  them),  which  are 
of  most  amazing  bulk,  measuring  along  the  curve 
9  feet  6  inches,  and  weighing  together  360  lbs. 
avoirdupois  !  The  tusks  of  fossil  elephants  are  so 
numerous  in  Eastern  Siberia,  that  they  are  sold 
throughout  Russia  as  an  article  of  commerce,  and 
are  used  by  ivory- turners  for  the  same  purposes 
as  the  tusks  of  the  elephants  of  the  present  day ; 
but  the  works  made  from  them  are  not  so  fine  nor 
80  beautiful.      This  museum  contains  also  some 
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liberally  endowed,  and  is  said  to  be  at  present  in 
a  very  flourishing  condition.  It  contains  some 
valuable  treasures  ;  but  the  lover  of  pictures  will 
find  still  more  to  please  him  in  the  Hermitage 
Palace  and  its  wilderness  of  rooms,  where  there 
are  some  thousands  of  pictures,  many  of  them 
surpassing  in  value  even  the  porphyry  vases  and 
other  costly  articles  profusely  scattered  through 
this  beautiful  retreat.  The  Spanish  collection 
is  the  richest  in  the  world,  out  of  Spain ;  there 
are  Murillos  and  Morales  enough  to  fill  even 
Marshal  Soult  with  envy.  The  late  emperor 
added  the  Malmaison  pictures  to  this  splendid 
collection,  which  had  already  been  enriched  by 
the  Houghton  gallery,  greatly  to  the  disgrace  of 
England,  who  ought  never  to  have  parted  with 
such  an  acquisition.  The  Hermitage  boasts  of 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  pictures  in  the  world, 
Paul  Potter's  "  Cow,"  which,  however,  can  by  no 
means  be  compared  with  his  "  Bull"  at  the 
Hague.  Wouvermanns  has  a  whole  room  to 
himself;  and  Schneiders  fills  another  with  his 
vast  hunting-pieces.  There  are  some  lovely 
gems  both  of  Cuyp  and  Ruysdaehl,  three  splendid 
Teniers,  and  Vandycks  beyond  all  price.  Rem- 
brandt and  Reubens  have  contributed  some  of 
their  best  works,  as  well  as  Gerard  Douw,  Mieris, 
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and  Ostade.  We  saw  but  one  Titian  and  one 
Raphael,  but  the  gallery  is  rich  in  the  works  of 
Claude,  Vernet,  and  Poussin. 

Several  native  artists  of  great  promise  have 
lately  appeared,  and  those  who  are  best  acquainted 
with  the  nation  believe  that  the  Russians  will  yet 
rise  high  as  painters. 

From  the  Fine  Arts  passing  to  literature,  and, 
first,  to  its  most  familiar  department,  we  find  that 
though  the  scientific  periodicals  of  Russia,  pub- 
lished by  the  various  learned  bodies,  maintain  a 
very  high  character,  yet  periodical  literature  of  a 
general  kind  does  not  appear  to  meet  with  much 
encouragement.  In  no  country,  however,  does  it 
exercise  more  tyrannical  sway.  We  do  not  mean 
that  it  influences  the  mass  of  the  people,  who,  it 
is  well  known,  do  not  read  at  all ;  but  its  power 
over  the  educated  and  "  buying**  portion  of  the 
community  is  so  great,  that  they  are  invariably 
guided  by  the  sentiments  of  their  favourite  peri- 
odicals, in  all  matters  connected  with  literature, 
the  drama,  or  the  fine  arts. 

The  total  number  of  periodicals  in  Russia,  in- 
cluding newspapers  and  scientific  journals,  lately 
amounted  to  86  ;  but  their  number  has  since  been 
increased,  in  consequence  of  the  establishment  of 
^ating'presses  in  some  of  the  remoter  provinces. 
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Of  these,  45  are  in  the  Russian  language,  and 
the  remainder  in  French,  German,  the  Lette 
tongue,  &C. 

Of  all  the  periodicals,  we  are  sorry  to  say, 
a  French  compilation  of  fashions  and  idle  tales 
appears  to  be  the  most  popular ;  but,  so  far  as  we 
could  learn,  none  of  the  St.  Petersburg  periodi- 
cals, either  daily  or  monthly,  reckons  more  than 
SOOO  subscribers.  It  would  be  unjust,  however, 
to  deny  that  there  is  very  great  talent  displayed 
by  the  conductors  of  these  publications.  The 
Literary  Library^  a  monthly  periodical,  whose 
editors  are  great  admirers  of  English  literature, 
and  are  accused  of  being  partial  to  English  prin* 
ciples  in  other  matters,  often  contains  articles 
which  would  do  honour  to  any  periodical  in  Eu- 
rope- The  influence  exercised  by  this  journal 
over  the  public  taste  is  very  great,  its  circulation 
being  the  highest  of  all  the  periodicals  of  the 
capital.  The  Son  of  the  Count ry^  another  monthly 
work,  is  also  highly  spoken  of,  but  its  talented 
editors  are  accused  of  dealing  too  much  in  Ger- 
man mysticism. 

In  the  provinces  of  Russia  periodical  literature 
is  almost  unknown,  except  in  the  university  towns, 
at  some  of  which  scientific  journals  are  now  pub- 
lished.    One  of  these,    the  Gazette  of  Moscow^ 
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bas  long  had  a  very  high  character,  and  it  ft  till 
circulates  nearly  10,000  copies. 

Of  newspapers,  St.  Petersburg  has  great  abun- 
dance. They  are  also  exceedingly  cheap,  some 
being  as  low  as  15  roubles  (13*.  6rf.)  a-year» 
while  few  even  of  the  daily  ones  are  higher  than 
twice  that  sum.  With  a  parade  of  anxiety  to 
communicate  information  on  government  subjects, 
and  yet  after  all  communicating  but  very  little, 
each  ministry  publishes  a  newspaper  on  the  afiairs 
of  its  own  department ;  so  that  the  general  reader 
must  buy  the  Minister  of  War's  paper,  that  of  the 
Home  Minister,  &c.,  before  he  can  know  what  is 
passing.  There  are  several  German  papers  pub- 
lished here ;  one  of  which,  closely  filled  with 
advertisements,  appears  twice  a- week.  The 
Gazette  de  St.  Petersbourg  is  in  French ;  but  few 
of  its  articles  are  of  any  value.  Those  as  well  as  the 
newspapers  printed  in  the  Russian  language  are 
printed  in  a  clear  type,  on  thin  paper,  of  a  small  folio 
size,  such  as  that  which  was  employed  for  the  Paris 
newspapers,  until  within  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years. 

Generally  speaking,  Russian  newspapers  are 
mere  vehicles  for  advertisements  and  government 
documents.  They  scarcely  ever  contain  a  single 
article  of  home  news.  Any  intelligence  that  is 
given    consists    entirely   of  extracts,    accidents, 
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deaths,  wonderful  stories,  &c.,  from  the  English 
and  other  foreign  journals.  The  Nortliern  B  ee, 
the  title  at  least  of  which  is  well  known  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  may  in  some  respects  be  an 
exception  to  this  remark.  It  is  a  daily  paper,  and 
said  to  be  conducted  by  several  gentlemen  who 
enjoy  great  popularity  as  authors  in  other  depart- 
ments of  literature.  From  the  character  given  us  of 
its  articles,  they  would  appear  to  display  more  play- 
fulness of  humour  than  depth  of  learning. 

As  will  be  seen  at  a  future  page,  when  we  come 
to  speak  of  the  emperor's  regulations  regarding 
foreign  books  and   newspapers,    government  has 
laid  the    severest    trammels   on   the   press,    and 
consequently  on   thought.     In  spite  of  all  these 
restrictions,   however,    Russian   literature   is  ad- 
vancing with    great    rapidity.      Several   of   the 
authors  who  have  recently  appeared  are  distin- 
guished by  great  boldness  and  originality  of  fancy. 
Some  of  the  novelists,   and  especially  Bulgarine 
(one  of  the  editors  of  the  Nortltern  Bee\  are 
highly  popular  as  painters  of  national  manners ; 
their  works  are  also  read  with  great   avidity   in 
Germany,  where  they  circulate  through  transla- 
tions.    Of  all  their  poets  Pouschkin*  is  the  most 

*  This  distingubhed  poet  fell  in  a  duel  (February,  1837),  soon 
after  our  visit  to  St  Petersburg.  The  causes,  and  indeed  the 
whole  history,  of  this  melancholy  affair  are  of  the  most  revolting 
description. 
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Russians  having  a  great  taste  for  this  kind  of 
composition.  His  epistles,  odes,  and  satires,  are 
also  prized.  The  works  of  this  author,  next  to 
those  of  Karamsin,  did  much  towards  fixing  the 
Russian  language.  He  was  at  first  in  the  army,  but 
afterwards  in  the  civil  service,  where  he  enjoyed  a 
handsome  income.  In  fact,  the  Russian  govern- 
ment never  allows  genius  to  linger  either  in 
poverty  or  obscurity. 

Bevond  those  now  mentioned,  there  are  but 
few  names,  living  or  dead,  that  Russians  can 
bring  forward  in  connexion  with  literature.  Its 
annals  in  this  long-neglected  region  are  short  and 
scanty,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  list  which  we  shall 
now  give  of  all  the  other  distinguished  writers  of 
whom  they  can  boast. 

Until  the  time  of  Prince  Cantemir,  in  the 
reign  of  the  Empress  Anna,  no  author  had  em- 
ployed the  language  with  any  success.  His 
translations  of  Horace  and  Boileau  are  said  (for, 
of  course,  all  that  we  can  state  on  the  subject 
of  Russian  literature  is  at  second-hand,  on  the 
authority  of  Russians  themselves)  to  possess  little 
of  the  merits  of  the  originals  ;  and  the  same  remark 
has  been  made  of  his  translation  of  Fontenelle*s 
Plurality  of  Worlds.  Strictly  speaking,  his  suc- 
cessor, LomonosofF,  whose  name  stands  high  as  an 
author,  may  be  considered  the  father  of  taste  and 
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impulse  to  public  taste.  He  chose,  as  his  theme, 
the  glory  of  the  Russian  arms  under  Catherine, 
and  treated  his  subject  with  true  poetic  fire.  The 
time  was  now  at  hand  when  the  literature  of  Russia 
was  to  take  a  place  among  the  most  refined  of 
Europe.  This  was  done  under  Karamsin,  whose 
great  History/  of  Russia  is  one  of  the  most  classical 
performances  in  any  language.  It  rose  at  once 
into  universal  popularity  in  his  own  country,  and 
is  now  equally  esteemed  by  all  the  nations  of 
Europe.  The  honours  and  rewards  heaped  upon 
him  by  the  emperor  were  endless,  and  hold  out 
strong  encouragement  to  genius.  He  began  his 
career  as  an  author  by  contributions  to  the 
"  Painter,"  a  satirical  journal ;  and  soon  after 
became  editor  of  the  Journal  of  Moscow^  in 
which  his  "  Letters  of  a  Travelling  Russian'' 
first  appeared. 

Brief  as  our  notice  is,  it  must  not  omit  Shukoff- 
skij  and  Batzuschkofi:  Prince  Wiasemskij  and 
Wostokoff  are  also  named  with  applause.  The 
more  recent  authors,  not  already  named  in  this 
sketch,  are,  Koslofl^,  Gribogedoff,  Glinka,  Baron 
Delwig,  Schazykofi^,  and  Baratinskij. 
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CHAPTER   XXII. 

THE   HOSPITALS    AND    PUBLIC    PRISONS  ;    RUSSIAN 

PUNISHMENTS. 

Splendour  of  the  hospitals — Treatment  of  patients  conapared^with 
that  in  England — Crimes  and  criminals — Banishment  to  Siberia 
— The  knout — Visit  to  the  public  prisons — Debtors— Criminals — 
Boys — Women — Great  order  —  Rooms  too  much  crowded  — 
Diet—  Health — The  emperor's  vigilance. 

A  GOVERNMENT  which  has  done  so  much  for 
promoting  the  education  and  the  taste  of  the 
nation,  may  reasonably  be  expected  not  to  have 
forgotten  the  more  incumbent  duty  of  providing 
for  the  alleviation  of  distress  among  the  sick  and 
the  poor.  We  find,  accordingly,  that  the  chari- 
table institutions  of  St.  Petersburg  are  not  only 
very  numerous,  but  also  deserve  to  be  reckoned 
among  the  most  wonderful  things  in  this  wonder- 
ful empire.  Of  these,  however,  so  many  accounts 
have  already  been  published,  that  all  we  deem  it 
necessary  to  say  concerning  them  is,  that  the 
Hospitals  are  palaces, — not  asylums  for  the  poor. 
We  have  never  seen  any  thing  to  compare  with 
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the  order,  the  cleanness,  or  the  comfort  of  these 
establishments ;  they  are  almost  too  fine  for  such 
melancholy  purposes. 

But  though  the  beds  are  so  white,  the  label- 
boards  so  neat,  the  little  tables  with  their  soup- 
dish,  gruel-bowl,  &c.,  so  clean — in  short,  though 
there  be  a  great  deal  of  show^  we  were  assured  by 
medical  men  on  the  spot,  that,  in  all  the  essentials  of 
hospital  treatment,  they  are  far  behind  our  Eng- 
lish institutions.  All  goes  on  very  well  till  the 
patient  needs  some  strengthening  diet,  or  any 
other  indulgence  out  of  the  common  routine. 
Then  there  is  nothing  for  him.  Hence,  some 
private  individuals  have  often  been  obliged  to  sup* 
port  a  poor  patient  from  their  own  funds,  when 
wine  or  expensive  medicines  were  required. 

Before  saying  too  much  about  the  order  of 
these  places,  the  way  in  which  it  is  enforced 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  When  the 
Emperor  Alexander  was  going  through  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's hospital,  in  London,  Sir  James  Wyllie, 
or  some  other  of  his  doctors,  drew  his  attention  to 
a  patient  peeling  potatoes,  implying  that,  at  home^ 
no  such  irregular  exhibition  would  ever  offend  the 
eye.  Very  true ;  but  he  forgot  the  reason.  A 
Russian  who  should  be  guilty  of  the  smallest  devi- 
ation from  the  rules  of  the  hospital,  would  be 
scourged  for  his  offence.     Oh,  happy  Russians  I 
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It  is  now  the  fashion  with  some  to  laud  every  thing 
Russian  ;  but  we  had  rather  be  a  potato-peeler  in 
England,  than  a  Herr  Graf  with  the  scourge 
hanging  over  us. 

A  visit  to  the  prisons  will  also  well  reward  the 
stranger.  Great  crimes  would  appear  to  be  less 
common  in  Russia  than  in  many  of  the  other 
countries  of  Europe.  The  number  of  murders 
in  the  whole  empire  for  a  single  year  (1831)  is 
1271 ;  being  at  the  rate  of  one  to  every  40,000 
inhabitants  (taking  the  estimated  amount  of  the 
population  at  the  time).  Suicides  are  also  rare, 
having  in  the  same  year  averaged  one  to  46,200 
souls. 

The  punishment  of  death  is  now  limited  to  those 
who  are  guilty  of  the  highest  kind  of  high  treason. 
Those  convicted  of  murder  and  other  offences  are 
banished  to  Siberia,  to  toil  in  the  mines,  salt-works, 
and  government  distilleries,  some  of  which  kinds  of 
labour  are  so  detrimental  to  life,  that  many  survive 
but  a  very  short  period  after  commencing  with 
them.  Only  the  greatest  criminals,  however,  have 
to  work  in  these  fatal  places ;  most  of  those  sent 
being  employed  on  farms,  or  located  as  colonists.* 

Convicts  may  be  seen  labouring  at  Cronstadt, 

*  For  further  information  regarding  banishment  to  Siberia,  the 
number  of  culprits  annually  sent,  and  the  total  number  in  the 
country,  see  vol.  ii.,  cliap.  ^ii. 
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and  in  other  towns.  These  are  jMrisoners  con* 
demned  for  stated  periods ;  and  we  have  heard 
that  not  a  few  of  them  are  Poles  I  Thev  are 
dressed  in  blue-striped  trousers,  short  boots,  and 
whitish  jackets,  with  a  black  patch  on  the  back. 

The  terrible  punishment  of  the  knout  is  no 
longer  allowed  to  extend  so  &r  as  to  take  away 
life.  This  formidable  weapon,  however,  is  of  such 
a  nature,  that  the  executioner,  according  to  the 
instructions  he  has  got,  can  take  the  culprit's  life 
as  near  as  possible,  leaving  him  in  such  a  state 
that  he  will  not  recover  for  months,  if  at  all.  Some> 
times  it  is  little  more  than  a  severe  scourging  that 
is  inflicted ;  but,  when  the  executioner  pleases. 
Jour  strokes  of  it  can  be  made  to  inflict  death. 
The  eulogists  of  Russia  and  every  thing  Russian 
stun  us  with  praises  of  the  mercy  of  their  criminal 
code,  and  with  songs  of  triumph  about  the  em* 
peror^s  clemency  ;  but  we  see  little  proof  of  mercy 
in  retaining  a  mode  of  torture  which  is  not  more 
gentle  than  that  of  flaying  alive  !  There  were  op- 
portunities for  seeing  this  terrible  punishment  en- 
forced during  our  stay  in  the  capital^  but  we 
declined  the  savage  sight.  Those  who  have  been 
present  tell  us  that  the  knout  is  a  whip  of  three 
lashes,  made  of  the  hardest  kind  of  leather,  with 
burnt  knots,  &c.  The  victim  is  tied  against  one  of 
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the  posts  of  a  triangle,  raised  in  some  public  place, 
and  receives  the  blows  on  his  back. 

On  visiting  one  of  the  prisons,  in  which  there 
are  generally  about  400  prisoners,  we  found  the 
first  range  of  rooms  occupied  by  debtors  belonging 
to  St.  Petersburg,  and  noblemen  (so  they  were 
called  to  us)  from  Finland,  confined  for  minor 
offences — such  as  rioting,  or  being  drunk  in  the 
streets.  The  rooms  are  tolerably  clean,  but  by  far 
too  much  crowded.  The  floors  are  generally  of 
wood,  and  the  walls  plastered.  The  only  bed  is  a 
piece  of  wood  some  two  feet  wide,  with  a  sloping 
head,  behind  which  lies  a  rug  that  is  spread  on 
the  naked  board  at  night :  blankets  are  out  of  the 
question  in  a  country  where,  as  we  have  seen,  a 
large  portion  of  the  class  most  likelv  to  be  in 
prison  never  think  of  imdressing  over  night.  Eight 
or  ten  of  these  beds  may  be  seen,  in  two  rows,  in 
a  room  not  much  more  than  twenty  feet  long. 

In  one  room  was  a  flock  of  boys,  teasing  hemp, 
some  quite  children ;  most  of  them  sent  here  for 
theft.  The  superintendent  could  not  give  us 
a  very  distinct  answer  when  we  asked  whether 
any  attempt  is  made  to  educate  those  who  are 
likely  to  remain  long  in  confinement ;  but  we  un- 
derstand that  there  is  a  class  of  reading  for  such. 

Debtors  are  allowed  1 1  roubles  (9^.  2rf.)  a-month 


PRISONS.  289 

by  their  creditors,  government,  of  course,  support- 
ing its  own  debtors. 

The  opposite  side  of  the  well-guarded  court  is 
set  apart  for  criminals  not  yet  tried.  A  convoy 
leaves  every  Tuesday  with  those  who  have  re- 
ceived sentence  during  the  week  ;  they  go  away 
in  twos  and  threes,  with  a  guard  to  each  set,  and 
walk  on  foot  all  the  way  to  Siberia — a  distance  of 
many  thousand  miles.  The  rooms  here  are  lower, 
and  even  more  crowded  than  those  we  had  left. 
The  men,  as  in  the  others,  always  rose  and  ranged 
themselves  as  we  entered.  One  was  here  for  steal- 
ing 80,000  roubles  (more  than  3000/.)  from  his 
father.  Generally,  these  unfortunate  men  had 
more  the  look  of  imbecility  than  of  villany.  It  is 
seldom  that,  prisoners  lie  very  long  without  re- 
ceiving sentence ;  but  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
time ;  — they  cannot  force  on  their  trial.  Hence 
one  man  has  been  here  five  years,  the  proof  against 
him  being  insuflScient :  in  England,  he  would 
have  been  set  at  liberty. 

So  little  do  the  Russians  fear  having  their  pri- 
son arrangements  criticised,  that  the  major  ex- 
plained to  us  the  minutest  details ;  he  offered 
even  to  show  us  a  poor  wretch  who  had  that  morn- 
ing received  five  blows  of  the  knout,  for  attempting 
to  assassinate  his  master,  a  colonel. 

One  end  of  the  court  is  occupied  by  the  female 

VOL.  I.  u 
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prisoners,  of  whom  there  were  about  a  hundred. 
At  the  other  end  of  the  quadrangle  stands  the 
hospital,  in  which  things  are  very  well  arranged. 
The  number  of  sick  is  always  very  considerable, 
but  especially  in  winter,  when  the  jail-fever  is  so 
severe  that  as  many  as  ninety  patients  are  often  in 
the  hospital  together.  The  linen,  food,  and  attend- 
ance  in  this  department,  are  all  unexceptionable ; 
we  have  seldom  seen  any  place  of  the  kind  in 
better  order. 

So  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  their  safe  keep- 
ing, the  prisoners  are  treated  with  every  indul- 
gence. They  are  allowed  abundance  of  a  soup  made 
from  peas — varied  with  the  national  dish  of  buck- 
wheat— and  beef,  except  on  fast-days  and  in  Lent. 
Tliough  there  is  nothing  very  offensive  in  the  look 
of  the  roomsy  the  persons  of  the  prisoners  cannot 
be  very  clean,  when  they  bathe  only  on  Saturday, 
and  sleep  constantly  in  what  they  wear. 

Debtors  may  see  their  relations  every  day; 
criminals  can  see  theirs  only  on  Sundays  and 
holidays.  There  is  a  large  Greek  chapel,  and  a 
Lutheran  one  for  foreigners. 

On  expressing  our  surprise  at  finding  the  prison 
in  much  higher  order  than  we  had  been  prepared 
for,  the  governor  answered,  "We  must  have  it 
constantly  in  high  order,  for  fear  of  the  emperor.** 
He  pounces  upon  them  at  the  most  unexpected 
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times — often  as  eariy  as  seven  in  the  morning  I 
Prison -room,  sick-rooms,  kitchen,  ^x>thecai7'8 
room,  all  are  inspected.  But  this  is  only  in  keep- 
ing with  the  ever-thoughtfiil  vigilance  of  this  ex- 
traordinary man,  whose  character  will  be  more 
fiiUy  appreciated  by  glancing  at  the  fi)llowing 
chapters. 


u2 


«92 


CHAPTER  XXIIL 


THE  EMPEROR. 

Generally  represented  as  cruel  and  tyrannical — Palliation  of  the 
charge — Great  interest  felt  about  his  character  throughout 
Europe — Importance  of  the  subject — Circumstances  under  which 
he  came  to  the  throne — Meaning  of  the  titles  Tzar,  Autocrat,  &c. 
— Miscellaneous  anecdotes — Simplicity  of  his  prirate  habits — 
Happiness  with  his  family — His  opinion  of  the  judgment  which 
the  English  pass  on  him — The  empress  and  the  stranger — His 
restless  activity — Love  of  military  show — Commanding  appear- 
ance of  Nicholas — Fascinating  manners  —  Especially  towards 
jfioreigners — His  desire  to  conciliate  the  foreign  press — Attention 

to  the  French  journalist.  Monsieur  L.  W Flatteries  of  French 

and  German  writers — Herr  Von  D and  his  book — Attachment 

of  some  of  the  Russian  officers — Popular  with  the  aoldieis  and 
the  people — Mode  of  saluting  him  in  the  streets — His  exertions 
in  any  public  calamity—  His  noble  conduct  when  cholera  appeared 
— His  activity  and  hardy  habits  in  travelling — His  iron  bed — His 
energy  not  always  productive  of  good — Rogues  in  office — No 
sportsman — His  style  of  eloquence — Argument  with  the  French 
ambassador — His  religion — Superstition — Toleration  —  Not  so 
remarkable  as  is  often  stated — Why  the  Jews  are  tolerated — Tor- 
ture— only  nominally  abolished  in  Russia — Activity  of  his  police 
—  Spies — Anecdote  of  an  Englishman  at  Kalisch — Emperor^s 
conduct  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  English  and  French  news- 
papers— 7%^  Morning  Post — GaUgnani — Journal  des  Dcbattt  &c. 
— German  papers — Censorship — Treatment  of  booksellers — Byron 
— Books  of  Travels,  &c. — His  restrictions  on  the  stage — A  political 
play. 

Before  proceeding  to  state  some  facts  illustrative 
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of  the  character  and  policy  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas, 
it  is  but  fair  to  confess  that,  like  most  of  our  coun- 
trymen, we  repaired  to  his  dominions  with  strong 
prejudices  against  him.  All  the  accounts  of  his 
character  current  in  other  parts  of  Europe^  are  so 
universally  unfavourable,  that  we  regarded  him  as 
a  cruel,  relentless  tyrant,  with  few  redeeming 
qualities  of  any  kind ;  and  this,  probably,  is  the 
idea  entertained  of  him  by  ninety-nine  out  of 
every  hundred  foreigners  who  ever  heard  his 
name. 

Truth,  however,  compels  us  to  avow  that  we 
found  reason  to  modify  our  opinions  concerning 
him.  We  will  not  acquit  him  from  the  charge  of 
tyranny,  but  are  now  inclined  to  believe  that  he  is 
a  tyrant  from  circumstances  more  than  from  dis^ 
position.  (He  is  the  slave  of  a  vicious  system-^ 
tied  to  a  course  from  which,  as  yet,  he  has  not 
been  able  to  break  loose^  The  worst  excesses  he 
has  been  guilty  of  arise  from  an  ungovernable 
temper,  which,  by  nature  sufficiently  strong,  has 
been  further  strengthened  to  such  a  degree  by  the 
long  exercise  of  unchecked,  uncontrolled  authority, 
that  now  it  often  bursts  out  in  the  most  fatal  ebul- 
litions. His  defenders  assert,  however,  that  when 
the  passing  madness  has  subsided,  he  is  the  first 
to  regret,  and,  if  possible,  to  atone  for  what  has 
been  done.    They  will  not  allow  that  the  stern, 
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we  might  say  the  cruel  system  of  discipline  whick 
prevails  in  the  fleet  and  the  army,  and  extends  to   1 
officers  as  well  as  priTates,  can  with  justice  be  at- 
tributed to  him ;  for  it  is  not  of  his  creating,  bat 
has  been  handed  down  from  the  times  when  Rus- 
sian  officers  were  really  as  barbarous  as  RossIid 
pnVatx^;  and  he  continues  it,  because,  fiom  Ins 
militai^*  education,  he  believes  it  to  be  the  best. 
In  fim\   thi>^  who  know  him  most  intimatek, 
assorts  ihjtt  bowvrw  violent  he  mav  be  under  the 

m 

fits  K>f  Yvfe^^-im  jLj\>i(\l  to,  he  is  not  tvrannical  on 

*  ■ 

sys^mk.  ,'c  ^."flnft  innate  fierceness  of  disposition. 

IjOT  37  7>*'4  Iv  thought,  however,  that  we  are  the 

paxK^Tists  of  Nicholas.     Until  a  milder  policy 

shall  K"  adopted  towards  Poland,  his  faults  are  too 

stivn^rK'  engn^vd  in  a  nations  wrongs  to  be  blotted 

out  by  redeeming  traits  of  a  mere  private  nature, 

even  wei^  these  more  strong  than  any  that  he  has 

hitherto  displayed.     Yet  that  his  character  is  not 

sudi  a  complete  concentration  of  unmixed  evil  as 

h»  geootdly  been  supposed,  will  appear  from  some 

of  A^  fiiets  DOW  to  be  adduced. 

Il  h;  necessary,  however,  in  the  very  outset  to 
aMto  tiMt  it  is  not  here  intended  to  give  a  com- 
wjfUflf^  iMitoiyi  or  even  a  brief  memoir  of  the  em- 
Bfgf>»     What  is  aimed  at  in  these  pages,   is 

ittid  10  IA>I,  left  four  sous  •  Jlej^ 
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simply  to  communicate  a  few  facts  illustrative  of 
the  character  of  the  man  on  whom  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe  are  at  this  moment  fixed; — on  whom  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  world  are  more  dependent 
than  they  ever  before  were  on  a  single  individual, 
at  any  period  in  the  long  history  of  human  society. 
The  Emperor  of  Russia  has  but  to  say  the  word, 
and  the  flames  of  war  shall  bum  more  universally 
than  they  have  ever  done  even  in  our  warlike  day 
— in  Europe,  in  Asia,  in  America — wherever  there 
is  a  right  to  acquire,  or  a  heart  to  defend.  In  all 
parts  of  the  earth,  the  elements  of  discord  are 
lying  prepared,  with  a  profusion  only  too  unsparing 
and  too  ominous;  nothing  is  wanting  but  the 
reckless  hand  to  place  the  torch  to  the  pile,  and 
in  one  short  month  the  blaze  shall  be  as  wide  and 
as  fierce,  as  the  fellest  enemy  of  our  race  could 
desire. 

In  attempting,  however,  to  make  the  public 
acquainted  with  the  character  and  the  measures  of 
the  sovereign  in  whose  hands  the   temporal  weal 


ander,  the  late  emperor,  who  died  at  Taganrog  on  the  Ist  of  De« 
ceinber,  1825 ;  Constantine,  who  ought  to  have  succeeded  his  elder 
brother,  and  who  died  in  1832  ;  Nicholas,  the  present  emperor ;  and 
the  Grand-duke  Michael,  Viceroy  of  Poland.  The  present  em- 
peror was  bom  July  6,  1796,  and  in  1817,  married  Charlotte  (on 
her  admission  to  the  Greek  church,  rebaptized  Alexandra  Feodo- 
rovna),  daughter  of  the  King  of  Prussia.  Their  fiimily  consists  of 
four  sons,  the  oldest  born  in  1818,  and  three  daughters. 


296  THE   EMPEROR. 

or  woe  of  humanity  are  for  the  time  so  helplessly 
placed,  the  author  does  not  profess  to  have  had 
access  to  sources  of  secret  or  exclusive  informa- 
tion regarding  him.  Of  a  public  nature  he  has 
nothing  to  reveal  but  what  may  be  learnt  by  any 
one  moving  in  good  society  at  St.  Petersburg,  or 
among  respectable  Russians  in  other  parts  of 
Europe ;  while  of  private  anecdotes  —  of  court 
calumnies  or  of  chamber  scandal — ^he  has  literally 
none  to  impart.  Even  had  he  been  inclined  to 
retail  facts  of  the  description  last  alluded  to,  there 
is  one  good  reason  why  these  pages  can  contain 
nothing  of  the  kind, — namely,  because  the  author 
had  it  not  in  his  power  to  acquire  any  personal 
knowledge  of  the  emperor's  habits.  Beyond  seeing 
him  accidentally  in  the  course  of  his  furious  drives, 
he  had  no  opportunity  of  approaching  his  person. 
This  honour,  it  is  believed,  he  might  have  obtained 
with  the  same  facility  as  other  travellers  ;  but  he  is 
now  thankful  that  it  was  not  applied  for.  Had  he 
been  honoured  with  the  private  attentions  of  the 
emperor,  his  lips  would  have  been  for  ever  shut  re- 
garding him,  unless  they  could  have  been  honestly 
opened  in  the  same  strain  of  unmingled  panegyric 
which  all  travellers  take  up  in  speaking  of  him. 
Completely  untrammelled,  however,  by  the  ties 
which  personal  kindness  would  have  imposed,  the 
author  is  at  liberty  to  speak  plainly  and  frankly  ; 
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giving  the  emperor  all  credit  for  what  is  praise- 
worthy in  his  character  and  measures,  and  cen- 
suring without  reserve  whatever  appears  to  be 
blameable  in  the  same. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remind  the  reader,  that 
Nicholas,  Emperor  and  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias,* 

*  Such  b  the  title  by  vbicb  tlie  forereigns  of  Rusim  are  now 
geoenJlj  designated.  Id  tbe  time  of  Peter  the  Great,  his  daim  to 
tiie  title  of  emperor  was  the  subject  of  manj  years'  negoliatioo  be> 
tweeo  him  and  the  different  courts  of  Europe.  It  was  asserted, 
that  though  his  predecessors  liad  been  staled  Emperors  of  Muscovy, 
yet  tlie  European  powers  nerer  meant  thereby,  to  gire  him  a  title 
corre^poodiog  in  dignity  to  that  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  After 
many  difficulties,  howerer,  it  was  agreed  to  style  him  emperor,  but 
without  prejudice  to  the  other  crowned  heads  of  Europe.  Tbe 
phrase  "  aJI  tlie  Russia^,**  is  allusiire  to  the  ancieiit  difisioos  of 
Little,  Great,  White,  Black,  and  Red  Russia,  now  all  united 
under  the  general  name  of  the  Russian  Empire.  Auiocrai  is  coid- 
pt>*ed  of  two  Greek  words,  meaning  tole  ndrr.  The  title  of  Czar — 
tbe  pronunciation  of  which  is  better  represented  in  English  by  tbe 
fpeiling  Tzar,  or  Tsar — by  which  the  emperor  is  abo  frequently 
designated,  is  not,  as  has  been  supposed,  a  corruption  of  tbe  word 
C<rsar,  but  a  Sclavonic  term,  signifying  Jiimg-  That  tbe  title  of 
Czar  has  no  connexion  with,  and  was  deemed  inferior  to  that  of 
OrsoTj  is  proved  by  a  fact  in  the  life  of  the  celebrated  character 
kn*>wn  in  history  by  the  name  of  the  fiJse  Demetrius.  When  this 
bold  personage  assumed  the  title  of  Czar,  it  was  readily  recognised 
aixi  confirmed  by  his  protector  the  King  of  Poland.  But  when  be 
went  still  (arther,  and  claimed  the  appellation  of  C^aar,  eren  tbe 
complacent  Sigismnod  icdigmmtly  refused  to  gratify  his  Tanity  so 
far.  Tiie  historian  of  Peter  the  Great,  referring  to  tbe  regions  wbeie 
this  title  was  6rst  known,  such  as  Kasan,  Siberia,  and  Astracan ; 
remarks  tliat  the  title  b  much  more  probably  derired  fron  the 
Ttchahs  of  Persia,  than  from  tbe  Caesars  of  Rome,  of  wbotn,  in  all 
hkelihood,  the  Tzars  of  Siberia  bad  nerer  beard  oo  the  banks  of  the 
Obv. 
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is  third  son  of  the  unfortunate  Paul,  and  that  he 
succeeded  to  the  throne  on  the  death  of  Alexander 
in  consequence  of  some  arrangement  made  by  that 
emperor  for  the  exclusion  of  his  second  brother 
Constantino,  who  was  still  alive.  Alexander  has 
been  much  blamed  for  sanctioning  an  arrangement 
directly  subversive  of  those  very  principles  of 
legitimacy  for  which  he  had  made  so  many  sacri- 
fices throughout  his  long  reign ;  but  in  Russia  it 
was  no  new  thing  to  pass  over  the  direct  heir,  in 
favour  of  one  better  qualified  to  govern :  for  the 
greatest  emperor  who  ever  reigned  over  it,  Peter 
the  Great  himself,  was  called  to  the  throne  in  the 
same  way  ;  Foedor  having  named  him  his  successor, 
to  the  exclusion  of  Ivan,  the  rightful  heir,  who, 
fi:x)m  weakness  of  intellect,  was  deemed  incapable 
of  governing.  In  both  cases,  demonstrations  were 
made  in  favour  of  the  disinherited.  Ivan  was  for 
some  time  regarded  as  sovereign  by  one  party,  but 
soon  gave  way  to  his  more  energetic  brother ;  and 
Constantino  was  proclaimed  at  Warsaw,  as  well  as 
supported  by  a  revolt  of  a  portion  of  the  guard, 
and  of  the  populace  of  St.  Petersburg. 

The  energy  displayed  by  Nicholas  in  subduing 
this  rebellion  has  continued  to  characterize  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  ever  since.  There  is  nothing, 
however,  either  in  the  attainments  or  measures  of 
the  Tzar,  to  justify  his  admirers  in  holding  him  up 
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as  a  man  of  extraordinary,  nay,  almost  superhuman 
talent.    That  he  possesses  restless  activity  of  mind 
and  body — and  in  a  degree,  which  in  a  monarch 
may  be  not  unnaturally  mistaken  for  genius — no 
one  will  deny ;    but  we  have  never  discovered  in 
him  any  other  qualities  that  entitle  him  to  be  con- 
sidered as  much  above  the  ordinary  average  of  hu- 
man  character,  and  certainly  none  that  can  en- 
title him  to  be  pronounced,  as  he  has  sometimes 
been,  the  greatest  genius,  the  master  spirit,  of  our 
age.     His  most  prominent   qualities,   we  should 
say,  are  decision  and  firmness ;   quickness  in  de- 
vising expedients  to  meet  the  unforeseen  emer- 
gencies of  the  moment,  and  steadiness  in  enforcing 
them.     Next  to  these,  is  the  excess  of  his  passion 
for  reducing  every  thing   to  military  uniformity. 
This  propensity  degenerates  almost  to  a  weakness : 
it  is  his  great  aim  to  give  the  whole  empire  the 
appearance  of  an  encampment.     This  passion  is  so 
well  known,  that  the  very  children  in  the  streets 
are  made  to  affect  the  air  military,  strutting  about 
*in  a  white  cap  with  red  band  A  Pempereur.     On 
entering  a  school,  the  boys  and  girls  rise  in  files,  to 
salute  you  after  the  military  fashion,  and  march 
out  as  if  wheeling  to  the  sound  of  fife  and  drum. 
In  the  very  prisons  a  dash  of  the  corporal's  disci- 
pline is  visible;  and  even  in  the  hospitals,  you 
would  say  the  old  nurses  ape  the  imperial  guard. 
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ostentatious ;   as  may  appear  from  the  following 
anecdote : 

A  stranger  who  was  rambling  on  the  shores  of 
the  bay  near  Peterhof,  entered  the  grounds  of 
what  he  took  to  be  the  villa  of  some  nobleman  em- 
*- ployed  in  the  neighbouring  palace.  Meeting  with 
''no  obstruction  in  the  beautiful  walks^  he  explored 
-  them  in  every  direction,  and  was  at  last  proceeding 
to  get  round  to  the  other  side  of  the  mansion, 
to  a  position  where  he  expected  to  enjoy  an  exten- 
sive sea-view.  In  order  to  effect  his  object,  it  was 
necessary  to  come  nearer  the  windows  than  he  had 
intended.  At  one  of  them,  which  was  open,  with 
a  rich  flower-plot  before  it,  sat  a  lady  dressed  in 
the  simplest  white,  and  holding  in  her  hand  a  book, 
which  fortunately  engrossed  her  attention  so 
deeply,  that  he  was  able  to  withdraw  without  dis- 
turbing her.  Until  he  came  on  the  sentinel,  whom 
he  had  not  previously  seen,  he  never  suspected 
that  the  lady  on  whom  he  had  been  allowed  to 
intrude,  and  whom  he  had  seen  surrounded  with  as 
little  pomp  as  a  private  gentlewoman,  was  none 
else  than  the  empress  herself. 

In  person  the  emperor  is  tall  and  well  made. 
Few  men  of  his  height  (six  feet  two  inches)  dis- 
play such  grace  and  freedom  of  carriage.  In  fact, 
his  appearance  is  so  superior  that  many  have  be- 
stowed upon  him  the  wide  and  not  easily  disputed 
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compliment    of  being  ''the   handsomest  man   in 
Europe/'     Being  one  of  the  best  horsemen  of  the 
time,  he  is  never  seen  to  more  advantage  than 
when  mounted  on   his  favourite    steed.     Accus- 
tomed to   command,    and   to  see   his  commands 
obeyed  with    crouching   submission,    he   has  ac- 
quired the  air  and  mien  of  majesty  more   com- 
pletely than  any  sovereign  of  the  age.     His  eye 
has  a  singular  power:  its  fierce  glance  can  awe 
the  turbulent,   and,  it  is  said,  has  disarmed  the 
assassin.      His  manners,   however,  are  far   from 
those  of  the  despot ;  nothing  can  be  more  winning 
than  his  attentions,  where  he  wishes  to  please.    No 
man   ever  seemed  to  possess  more  strongly  the 
power  of  removing,  from  those  who  have  access  to 
him,  the  prejudices  which  may  have  been  pre- 
viously entertained  against  him.     The  Russians, 
it  is  said,  see  little  of  his  fascinating  powers  ;  to- 
wards them  he  dare  not  be  familiar  without  exciting 
jealousies    which   would  be  fatal   to  the   empire. 
It  is  on  strangers,  passing  visiters,  that  he  lavishes 
his  amiability,  for  with  them  it  can  be  done  without 
danger,  and  he  is  too  anxious  to  stand  well  with 
the  rest  of  Europe  to  allow  a  foreigner  to  leave  him 
under  an   unfavourable   impression.      Never  was 
even  imperial  flattery  more  successful  in  attaining  its 
aim:  the  raptures  with  which  his  condescension,  his 
frankness,  his  courtesy,  are  spoken  of  by  all  who 


come  near  Inm,  would  iniBcrte  diit  it  is  not  merdr 
the  emperor  but  die  inan  miio  trnm^ils^ 

The  lei^tii  to  wiadx  he  |roes  in  arder  to  secure 
fiiends,  and  tiie  suooea^  of  his  hlandtshments,  were 
shown  in  one  iryaancy  whidi  was  mncii  ta&ed  of 

during  our  star  in  his  ci|Btal.  Monaei]rL.W ;, 

a  Fieneh  anthor  of  some  icpnte,  and  well  loiown  » 
a  contiibiitar  to  tiie  Jaurmal  de$  D&at^  had 
arriTed  sfaordy  befiarns,  cbai^ped  of  oomse  to  over- 
flowing with  aD  tiie  prgndBoes  of  a  Fieodi  Labend 
against  the  Emperor  and  Rnssda.  Sonie  and  liiat 
the  talented  Alfsarian  had  been  sent  by  IL  lliiexs» 
the  prime  ministpr  of  the  time,  to  Bpf  Ibe  naked- 
ness of  the  land,  and  to  send  him  infiannaticn  regard- 
ing it ;  but  it  is  modi  more  probable  that  he  was 
travelling  '*  on  his  own  aoooimt,''  to  pick  xsf  hints 
for  a  tale  or  two,  or  matter  for  a  few  vaudemUes^ 
of  which  the  scene  shoold  be  lad  in  Roasia;  vbich 
country  was  for  a  time  the  finromite  field  of  aetioD 
with  M.  Scribe  and  his  nrak.  At  the  same  time^ 
like  a  prudent  feuUlebmiste  of  tbe  ^eB-papog 
Journaly  he  may  have  kept  a  diarp  oii11(k4  for  any 
thing  which  would  fimiish  good  ^  artades^  for  tbe 
home-market ;  and,  in  £Kt,  the  PaiisiaDf  had  tooo 
the  jpleasure  of  perusing  some  very  exeeUeot  let- 
ters of  bis  from  St.  Petersburg*  Let  tbe  obyeet  of  his 
journey,  however,  have  been  what  it  may,  Xidiolas 
soon  heard  of  him  through  the  Frendi  ambassador. 
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M.  de  Barante,  who,  himself  a  distinguished  man 
of  letters,  wa§  anxious  to  render  every  service  to  a 
brother  in  talent.  Soon  after,  all  St.  Petersburg 
was  amazed  to  see  the  emperor  paying  attention 
to  a  French  littirateur^  a  "  liberal**  too,  and  con- 
nected with  the  very  Debats  which  had  recently 
made  the  violent  attack  on  the  emperor^s  famous 
Warsaw  speech.  Not  satisfied  with  conversing  with 
him  freely  and  confidentially  in  the  palace,  the  con- 
descending monarch  was  to  be  seen  walking  with  him 
in  the  gardens  for  a  whole  hour  together,  and  sent 
one  of  his  aides-de-camp  to  show  him  every  thing  of 
interest  about  the  capital.  Many  rumorn^  were 
instantly  abroad  on  this  marvellous  subject ;  but  the 
favourite  one  was,  that  the  emperor,  anxious  to  re- 
conquer that  popularity  with  the  other  nations  of 
Europe  which  his  brother  Alexander  had  enjoyed, 
was  about  to  establish  at  St.  Petersburg  another 
newspaper,  in  the  French  language,  of  which  this 
experienced  stranger  should  be  editor,  on  a  hand- 
some salary.  The  Journal  de  Francforty  faithful 
and  talented  though  it  be,  is  not  answering  all  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  retained ;  —  for  it  is 
now  and  then  under  the  necessity  of  advo- 
cating Prince  Metternich's  interests,  which  do  not 
always  agree  with  those  of  Count  Nes?elrode. 
In  these  circumstances,  the  establishment  of  a 
newspaper  under  such  a  gifted  editor,  appeared  to 
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the  eager  habitues  of  the  fashionable  salons  a  most 
advisable  scheme.  But  the  emperor  thought  other- 
wise. He  knew  how  to  turn  his  visiter's  talents  to 
better  account.  He  gained  his  affections  —  re- 
moved his  prejudices — made  him  his  own  ;  not  by 
bribery,  but  by  the  more  efficient  influence  of  con- 
descension and  kindness; — then,  having  done  all 
this,  sent  him  where  his  good  opinions  would  be  of 
more  use  to  the  emperor  than  in  Russia — ^to  write 
and  speak  favourably  of  him  in  France  and  through- 
out Europe.  So  efficiently  had  he  removed  his 
anti-Russian  notions,  that  the  next  thing  we  heard 
of  this  French  convert,  was  a  report  from  Moscow 
that  he  had  won  the  heart  and  the  hand  of  the 
daughter  of  a  Russian  nobleman  in  that  city.  Nay, 
the  emperor's  triumph  went  further: — ^with  such 
force  had  he  reasoned  with  him  on  the  sins  and 
follies  of  liberalism,  that,  when  he  returned  to 
France,  Louis  -  Philippe  found  him  completely 
cured,  and  has  since  given  him  a  good  diplomatic 
appointment  at  one  of  the  German  courts. 

That  hour's  walk  in  the  imperial  garden  has 
made  M.  L —  W — 's  fortune ;  but  we  should  be 
sorry  to  see  him  becoming  as  great  a  flatterer 
of  the  emperor  as  his  countryman,  Voltaire,  was  of 
another  Russian  sovereign,  who  had  managed  him 
so  well,  that  he  gravely  wrote  of  her,  "  Une  hru 
peratrice  vient  de  donner  d  ce  vaste  itat  des  loi-s 

VOL.  I.  X 
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qui  auraientfait  honneur  a  Minos^  h  Nwma^  et  d 
Solon,  s^ik  avaient  eu  dssez  (Tesprit  pour  les  in^ 
venter  1 1  La  plus  remarquable  est  la  tolerance 
universelle  ;  la  seconds  est  t abolition  de  la  tor- 
tare** 

To  these  two  reforms  we  shall  have  occasion  to 
allude  hereafter ;  the  passage  is  now  quoted  merely 
for  the  sake  of  reminding  the  reader  that  the  for- 
mula contained  in  it  has  served  for  all  French 
writers  on  Russia,  from  the  day  it  first  appeared 
down  to  our  own«  Frenchmen  of  all  descriptions 
— ^literary  men  and  soldiers  —  from  Voltaire  to 
Marshal  Marmont — ^have  always  been  the  warm- 
est eulogists  of  Russia.  It  is  among  them  that 
the  emperor  still  finds  the  readiest  agents  for  cir- 
culating through  Europe  all  the  fine  things  we  see 
in  the  journals  about  him  firom  time  to  time. 

When  necessary,  however,  Nicholas  can  com- 
mand flatterers  from  other  nations.  An  excellent 
instance  of  the  use  he  makes  of  these  is  afforded  by 
the  recent  work  of  Herr  von  D — ,  which  is  so  com- 
pletely crammed  with  fulsome  praise  of  Nicholas 
and  every  thing  Russian,  that,  unless  for  the  informa- 
tion received  from  friends  of  the  author,  we  could 
not  have  believed  the  description  which  he  gives 
of  himself  in  the  title-page :  Prussian,  we  thought, 
must  have  been  inserted  by  mistake  for  Russian 
counsellor,  &c.,  since  no  Russian  ever  could  have 
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gone  further  in  praise  of  the  autocrat  and  his 
doings.  Its  flattery,  in  fact,  is  so  gross,  that  in 
Germany  the  origin  and  object  of  the  book  were 
at  once  detected  ;  but  in  England,  where  we  are 
less  quick  at  discovering  the  emperor's  agency,  it 
has  been  honoured  with  a  translation,  and  by  some 
readers,  perhaps,  esteemed  valuable  as  the  unbi- 
assed testimony  of  a  liberal  foreigner  to  the  excel- 
lence of  all  things  Russian.  The  useful  D —  will 
soon  be  promoted  for  his  book.  While  in  Russia,  he 
was  notorious  for  his  outrageous  admiration  of  every 
thing  done,  doing,  or  to  be  done,  in  that  happy  land. 

These  facts  are  mentioned  to  put  the  public  on 
their  guard  about  all  works  in  which  Russia  is  too 
vehemently  praised ;  though  written  by  foreigners, 
they  are  usually  brought  out  under  the  kind  of  in- 
fluence now  explained.  The  emperor  knows  well 
what  authors  to  give  his  diamond  rings  to ;  and  if 
they  praise  Russia  well,  he  has  more  substantiid 
rewards  than  these,  the  common  gifts  presented  to 
foreigners  who  send  their  books  to  him. 

Being  himself  thus  polite  towards  foreigners, 
the  emperor  very  reasonably  expects  equal  polite- 
ness on  their  part.  Nay,  one  who  presumes  too 
far  is  soon  brought  to  his  senses.  A  Prussian 
oflScer,  who  probably  thought  that  in  St.  Peters- 
burg a  Prussian  might  do  as  he  pleased,  one  day 
joined  the  cortege  at  a  review,  without  having  pre- 

X  2 


308  THE    EMPEROR. 

viously  been  at  court,  and  was  riding  about  as 
active  as  the  best  of  them,  till  aiTcsted  by  a  mes- 
sage from  the  emperor,  ordering  him  off  the  field, 
with  the  explanation  that  he  was  at  all  times  proud 
to  see  foreigners  present  on  such  occasions,  but 
thought  that  they  might  take  the  trouble  of  making 
themselves  known  to  him  before  coming  there. 

When  inclined,  the  emperor  succeeds  in  gaining 
the  affections  of  his  own  subjects  as  completely  as 
those  of  foreigners.  He  knows  well  how  to  reward 
fidelity  and  to  inspire  enthusiasm.  Hence,  though 
not  generally  popular  with  the  oflScers  of  his  army, 
there  are  some  who  love  him  to  excess.  A  young 
nobleman,  of  most  amiable  and  winning  manners, 
often  said  to  us,  "  My  brother  is  toiUng  in  Siberia, 
a  hopeless  exile.  He  was  concerned  in  the  revolt 
which  broke  out  at  the  emperor's  accession.  Others 
of  my  family  are  suffering  wrong.  Yet  I  love  the 
emperor  as  much  as  my  own  father.  How  could  it 
be  otherwise  ?  Look  at  these  decorations  ;  they 
were  given  me  from  his  own  hand.  He  has  never 
allowed  an  opportunity  to  pass  without  rewarding 
me  for  any  thing  I  had  done  to  merit  his  notice  j 
and  once,  when  I  had  pleased  him  by  the  rapidity 
with  which  I  had  raised  a  corps  of  recruits  to  a  high 
state  of  discipline,  he  asked  me  to  allow  his  young 
son  the  honour  of  being  enrolled  in  my  troop. 
These  may  be  trifles  to  some,  but  to  me  they  are 
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links  that  bind  me  to  him  with  a  force  which  no . 
thing  can  break."  A  little  more  of  this  conduct, 
and  he  might  have  the  most  faithful  army  in 
Europe. 

With  the  common  soldiers  he  is  highly  popular ; 
but  it  is,  above  all,  among  the  mooziks,  the  good- 
hearted  fellows  with  the  beards  and  sheepskins — in 
other  words,  it  is  by  the  great  body  of  the  people — 
that  he  is  most  beloved.  He  never  appears  in 
public  without  being  greeted  by  rapturous  welcome 
as  soon  as  he  is  discovered :  until  our  own  fair 
queen  ascended  the  throne,  there  was  no  sovereign 
in  Europe  whose  appearance  was  hailed  with  such 
joy  by  the  people.  Individual  cases  of  oppression 
are  overlooked  in  his  general  kindness.  His 
anxiety  to  find  out,  and  generosity  in  rewarding 
humble  merit,  go  far  in  reconciling  the  poor  to  his 
political  measures.  He  is  also  kind  and  familiar 
with  them  on  all  public  occasions:  at  the  great 
summer  fite  of  Peterhof,  where  thousands  of  the 
people  are  assembled,  he  dances  and  capers 
amongst  them,  as  merry  and  free  as  any  goat  of 
them  all. 

The  Russian  passion  about  taking  off  hats  has 
been  already  mentioned  :  the  emperor  is  not  with- 
out his  share  of  it.  The  way  of  saluting  him  when 
he  passes  you  in  the  streets,  is,  to  English  ideas, 
sufficiently  slavish.     We  are  not  speaking  of  the 
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mob,  but  of  gentlemen,  who,  on  such  occasions,  are 
compelled  to  pull  up  straight  and  stiff  on  the  pave- 
ment— ^like  a  frightened  Prussian  recruit  saluting 
his  oflScer — facing  towards  his  majesty,  and  there 
standing,  hat  in  hand,  till  the  carriage  has  passed. 
Some  of  the  ambassadors  even  have  adopted  this  ob- 
servance ;  but  we  should  think  that  an  Englishman, 
gentle  or  noble^  behaves  with  sufficient  respect 
when  he  salutes  the  emperor  as  he  would  his  own 
sovereign.  If  it  were  a  Ho-Tung-Fo,  or  any  bar- 
barian who  did  not  know  better,  there  would  be 
some  reason  for  conforming  to  the  innocent  ex- 
aggerations  of  his  people. 

In  cases  of  public  calamity,  no  one  is  more 
sympathizing  than  the  emperor.  When  a  fire 
occurs,  he  is  sure  to  be  among  the  first  on  the 
spot.  Indeed,  the  way  in  which  he  exposes  him- 
self on  such  occasions  is  surprising.  Fear  seems 
to  be  unknown  to  him.  Many  instances  could  be 
given  of  his  courage ;  but  never  was  it  more  ad- 
vantageously shown  than  at  the  time  the  cholera 
broke  out  in  Moscow.  It  was  in  that  cit^,  as  all 
may  remember,  that  this  dreadful  scourge  first 
showed  itself  to  any  alarming  extent  in  Europe. 
It  had  crept  slowly  up  firom  Asia  by  the  Volga  to 
Nishnei-Novgorod,  and  thence  spread  to  the  second 
capital  of  Russia.  As  yet,  little  was  known  of  a 
disease  which  even  now  mocks  aU  science  :  it 
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looked  upon  as  a  new  and  more  fatal  form  of  the 
plague.  The  people  were  flying  in  terror.  Even 
the  medical  men  were  appalled,  and  the  sick  were 
left  without  nurse  or  medicine.  At  last,  these 
tidings  reached  the  emperor's  ears.  Without  a 
moment's  hesitation  he  threw  himself  into  his 
droschky,  and  posted  off  to  Moscow — visited  the 
sufferers — touched  them — ^went  from  bed  to  bed — 
tasted  the  medicines  —  cheered  —  reprimanded— 
placed  ample  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  autho- 
rities ; — and  by  all  these  decisive  steps  at  once 
allayed  the  panic  which  was  giving  new  violence 
to  a  malady  that  needs  but  little  aggravation. 
Courage  of  this  kind  is  of  a  higher  character,  and 
more  useful  to  society,  than  any  that  was  ever 
shown  on  the  field  of  battle. 

When  the  epidemic  reached  St.  Petersburg,  he 
again  showed  the  same  heroism,  exposing  himself 
in  every  place  where  his  presence  could  give  con- 
fidence :  and  in  this  instance  his  conduct  is  even 
still  more  worthy  of  admiration,  fi*om  the  fact  that, 
in  the  interval,  he  had  himself  suffered  fi*om  a 
very  severe  attack  of  the  disease.  This  was  not 
made  public  at  the  time ;  but  we  are  assured  of  its 
truth  fi*om  one  who  has  been  informed  of  it  by  his 
majesty's  private  physician. 

Of  his  presence  of  mind,  and  readiness  of  de- 
vising means  in  the  moment  of  diflSculty,  many 
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instances  might  be  given.  But  on  this  subject  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  recall  his  conduct  during  the 
revolt  in  favour  of  Constantine,  which,  as  already 
stated,  was  at  once  put  down  by  the  promptitude 
with  which  he  met  it.  Many  say  that  in  punish- 
ing the  guilty  he  showed  greater  mildness  than 
could  have  been  expected. 

His  health  is  of  the  most  robust  kind ;  being, 
doubtless,  greatly  aided  by  the  activity  of  his 
habits.  He  thinks  nothing  of  accomplishing  in  a 
couple  of  weeks,  a  journey  which  ordinary  people 
would  take  months  to  perform.  Indeed,  gene* 
rally,  among  Russians,  distance  is  never  taken 
into  calculation  when  there  is  question  of  travel- 
ling. In  setting  out  on  a  five-hundred  miles' 
excursion,  therefore,  as  if  it  were  but  a  drive  to 
dinner,  the  emperor  is  but  doing  what  most  of  his 
subjects  would  do.  The  people  of  St.  Petersburg 
always  know  when  he  is  in  the  capital,  by  looking 
whether  the  flag  be  flying  on  the  palace  or  not ; 
it  is  hoisted  only  when  the  emperor  is  there. 
Some  mornings,  when  it  has  unexpectedly  disap- 
peared, they  will  be  told  that  he  is  already  many 
hundred  miles  away,  having  started  in  the  night 
in  consequence  of  some  sudden  intelligence.  After 
the  reviews  of  Kalisch,  he  posted  ofl^  through 
Silesia,  and  Bohemia,  and  was  in  the  chambers  of 
the   imperial  family  at  Vienna^  before  a  courier 
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could  have  arrived  to  announce  his  visit.  About 
the  time  we  were  leaving  Russia,  he  accomplished 
a  tour  to  Moscow  and  Nishnei-Novgorod ;  then, 
after  visiting  Kasan  and  many  of  the  eastern 
provinces,  came  to  Little  Russia,  holding  reviews 
and  levees  at  a  great  many  places  by  the  way ;  yet 
he  was  back  again  in  the  capital,  from  this  three  or 
four  thousand  mile  survey,  within  a  few  weeks. 

He  is  the  only  Russian  emperor  whose  travel- 
ling habits  ever  corresponded  with  the  extent  of 
his  dominions :  he  drives  literally  ventre-cUterre^ 
and  seldom  fails  to  accomplish  twelve  miles  an 
hour,  even  on  the  unmade  roads  of  the  south. 
His  path  is  generally  marked  by  dead  horses. 
On  these  occasions  he  never  encumbers  himself 
with  retinue  or  escort:  his  own  light  droschky, 
with  six  horses,  and  a  similar  vehicle  following 
with  an  aide'de-camp^  ready  to  be  sent  off  right  or 
left,  constitute  the  whole  of  the  imperial  train. 

For  such  an  impetuous  traveller,  railroads  are  the 
only  suitable  paths.  He  has,  accordingly,  already 
got  one  formed  between  St.  Petersburg  and  Tzar- 
koie-Celo  (opened  since  we  left  Russia),  and  talks 
of  continuing  it  all  the  way  to  Moscow.  There 
being  already,  however,  a  beautiftil  macadamized 
road  on  this  long  line,  it  is  not  likely  that  he  will 
actually  attempt  a  railroad  also ;  but  it  is  highly 
probable  that  the  first  roads  which  will  ever  be 
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established  in  the  other  parts  of  the  empire^  espe- 
cially to  the  south  and  east  of  Moscow,  where 
there  are  now  no  roads  worthy  of  the  name,  will 
be  railways,  for  which  the  level  nature  of  the 
country  makes  it  highly  suitable.  Russia  some- 
times g£uns  by  being  behind  her  neighbours.  She 
has  waited  long  for  roads ;  but  may  now,  at  once^ 
get  the  very  best.  Notwithstanding  the  parade 
made  in  Germany  and  France  about  railroads, 
there  have  been  greater  wonders  than  that 
Russia,  though  she  talks  less  about  it,  may  stiU 
get  before  them  in  the  march  of  iron. 

The  emperor^s  habits  in  travelling,  as  indeed  at 
all  times,  are  extremely  simple.  He  eats  but 
little^  and  always  of  the  plainest.  The  bed  car- 
ried with  him  on  these  occasions  is  far  from  being 
too  luxurious.  It  is  similar  to  those  seen  in  his 
bedrooms  in  the  palaces,  consisting  simply  of  a 
hard  mattress,  on  a  light  iron  frame,  exceedingly 
narrow.  He  carried  the  same  kind  of  bed  all 
through  England.  Though  sufficiently  small  and 
uninviting,  it  is  not  quite  so  uncomfortable  as  the 
short  fir-wood  crib  of  his  good  father-in-law,  the 
King  of  Prussia. 

In  consequence  of  his  quick  movements,  he 
has  a  way  of  arriving  even  at  distant  places  earlief 
than  had  been  announced, — sometimes  several  days 
sooner.     And  then  loud  is  the  song  of  praise  and 
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of  wonder.  **  Oh,  what  a  wonderful  emperor! 
what  a  great  man  l**  will  the  courtier  cry.  "  Who 
but  the  emperor  could  travel  SOO  versts  in  twenty 
hours  ?^  echoes  the  diplomatist.  After  all,  it  is 
but  the  greatness  of  a  courier. 

These  rapid  journeys  surprise  nobody  but  the 
honest ;  the  rogues  are  never  taken  unawares. 
He  thinks  to  catch  people  napping  by  his  flights  ; 
but  those  whose  consciences  tell  them  that  they 
have  need  to  be  afiraid  of  him,  are  never  unprepared. 
Knowing,  from  experience,  the  suddenness  of  his 
movements,  they  are  invariably  beforehand  with  him 
at  any  place  of  meeting.  AU  the  dishonest  are 
linked  hand  in  hand,  and  take  care  to  give  each 
other  early  intimation  of  their  master^s  motions. 
But  the  honest,  who  are  neither  intriguers  nor 
defaulters,  and  do  not  choose  to  pay  for  informa- 
tion of  this  kind,  are  generally  too  late  on  these 
occasions.  There  was  a  good  instance  of  this 
while  we  were  in  the  south :  the  emperor  arrived 
at  a  place  of  rendezvous  some  days  sooner  than 

had  been  announced:    Count  ,   an  honest 

man,  was  too  late  to  see  him ;  but  M.  le  Comte 

de f  a  rogue,  was  in  great  good  time.    Which 

of  the  two  would  be  set  down  as  the  most  zealous 
servant  of  the  state  ? 

The  emperor's  personal  interference  in  almost    n 
every  kind  of  business,  though  in  general  pro- 
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ductive  of  good,  occasionally  does  harm :  it  para* 
lyzes  those  who  act  under  him.  When  any  sud- 
den emergency  arises,  they  never  know  how  far  to 
go.  For  instance,  in  the  frequent  case  of  fire  in 
the  capital,  Uttle  can  be  done  if  the  emperor  is  not 
on  the  spot ;  and  even  when  he  is  present,  people 
are  afraid  to  do  more  than  they  are  commanded. 
A  melancholy  instance  of  this  occurred  not  long 
before  we  reached  St.  Petersburg.  A  large  wooden 
booth,  a  sort  of  playhouse,  had  been  erected  near 
the  palace,  during  the  festivities  of  the  Maslenitsa, 
or  Butter  Week,  a  kind  of  popular  festival,  which 
represents  the  carnival  of  southern  countries,  and 
is  enjoyed  by  the  lower  classes  as  the  great  season 
for  balls,  masquerades,  and  rioting  of  every  kind. 
While  the  performances  were  going  on  in  broad 
daylight,  this  structure  suddenly  took  fire,  and 
the  destruction  was  so  rapid,  that  more  than  a 
hundred  people — (we  have  heard  the  number  raised 
to  several  hundreds ;  for  in  this,  as  in  every  thing 
of  a  disagreeable  nature,  the  newspapers  are  never 
.illowed  to  tell  the  wl^ole  truth) — were  killed  before 
they  could  be  extricated.  Yet,  gentlemen  who  were 
on  the  spot,  assert  that  it  would  have  been  pos- 
sible to  have  rescued  the  whole  assembly,  merely 
by  tearing  off  the  boards  outside,  in  place  of  leav- 
ing the  ill-fated  revellers  to  be  suffocated  in  the 
narrow  passages,  of  which  the  doors  were  kept  shut 
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by  the  very  weight  of  the  crowd  rushing  towards 
them  for  escape.  WTien  these  spectators  made  a 
proposal  to  this  effect  to  the  policemen  standing 
by,  they  beat  the  meddlers  back  with  their  axes  : 
the  emperor  had  not  given  instructions  to  tear 
off  the  boards,  and  if  any  thing  went  wrong  in  the 
attempt,  the  officers  would  have  been  punished Jhr 
going  betfond  orders  ! 

With  all  the  fierce  restlessness  of  disposition, 
which  we  have  spoken  of  as  characterizing  the 
emperor,  he  might  be  expected  to  be  passionately 
;£)nd  of  what  is  considered  the  favourite  amusement 
if  kings  and  tyrants,  the  chase ;  but  it  appears 
that  he  has  never  followed  hound  nor  horn. 

Though    his    majesty  has   not   cultivated   the 
graces  of  eloijuence,  he  is  said  to  be  both  quick 
and   persuasive  in  argument.     Unaccustomed  to 
opposition,  however,  he  is  apt  to  let  himself  be 
^carried   away   by  passion    when   contradicted,    or 
^hen  speaking  on  a  subject  that  rouses  his  feel- 
This  was  strikingly  shown  in  his  famous 
'atioD  at  Warsaw,    in    the  spring  of  183(» — the 
st  public  speech  he  ever  made:  the  Poles,  at 
last,  will  not  be  sorry  should  it  be  his  last  dis- 
play of  the  kind.     It  was  quite  unprepared  j  but 
being  on  a  subject  that  touched  him  keenly,  he 
spoke  fluently  and  Impressively. 

carried  away  by  passion  in 


I  apt  t 


lebate,  that  words  oilen  ei^tirely  fail  him.     He  has 
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a  way,  however,  of  filling  up  the  pause :  in  an  inter- 
view with  the  French  ambassador,  the  discussion  be« 
came  so  warm  that  his  majesty,  chafed  by  opposi- 
tion, at  last,  in  the  agony  of  unwilling  words,  sum- 
med up  his  arguments  very  intelligibly,  by  striking 
his  hand  with  great  violence  on  the  table — a  most 
impressive  figure  of  speech.  On  another  occasion, 
when  hard  pressed  for  a  good  argument,  he  rushed 
to  the  window,  threw  it  open,  and,  pointing  signifi- 
cantly to  some  regiments  exercising  below,  clenched 
his  reasoning  with  the  words,  "  VoiM  ma  garde  ; 
ce  n*est  que  la  vingtieme  partie  de  mon  armee  r 
The  emperor  knew  well  that,  after  all,  force  is 
the  best  ultima  ratio  of  kings. 

Though  not  an  enemy  to  literature  nor  to  lite- 
rary men,  he  is  not  distinguished  by  any  particu- 
lar taste  for  letters.  His  attainments,  however, 
in  all  useful  branches  of  knowledge, — history,  sci- 
ence, languages, — are  highly  respectable.  The 
only  one  of  the  imperial  family  spoken  of  as  being 
at  all  literary,  is  the  Grand-duke  Michael,  who  is 
said  to  have  written  some  able  remarks,  chiefly 
political,  suggested  by  a  visit  to  Naples  many 
years  since. 

So  far  as  can  be  judged  by  mere  outward  acts, 
the  emperor^s  respect  for  religion  Is  very  great. 
His  devoutness  while  in  church  is  extreme.  Some 
say  his  part  is  here  overacted ;  for  there  is  no  end 
to  the  bowings  and  salutations  between  him  and 
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ihe  officiating'  clergy  when  the  serviee  is  over. 
No  sdnt's-day,  or  fonnality  of  the  church,  is  ever 
neglected  by  him ;  and  in  travelling,  he  never 
passes  a  steeple  without  crossing  himself  as  de- 
voutly as  the  yemtchik  who  drives  him.  The  fer- 
vour of  his  superstition,  if  not  of  his  devotion,  is 
well  shown  by  a  recent  act,  which  is  spoken  of 
with  great  applause  by  the  priests.  He  has  added 
a  new  saint  to  the  calendar.  It  appears  that  some 
holy  man  who  lived  a  hundred  years  ago,  had  left 
this  earth  in  all  the  odour  of  sanctity,  but  amid  the 
more  exciting  subjects  which  occupied  men's  minds 
at  that  time,  his  fame  was  soon  forgotten.  Lately, 
however,  wonderful  things  had  been  performed 
near  the  place  where  he  lies  interred,  in  the 
Government  of  Voronesh  :  a  talk  wont  forth  of  the 
sick  being  cured,  the  lame  restored,  merely  by 
visiting  the  favoured  spot.  All  this,  in  due 
course,  came  to  the  ear  of  the  emperor ;  who 
forthwith  canonized  him ;  and  now,  to  the  great 
edification  of  the  ignorant,  his  bones  are  perform- 
ing miracles  every  day,  among  the  thousands  who 
I  are  flocking  to  the  shrine. 
Of  the  emperor's  toleration  in  matters  of  re- 
ligion, which  has  been  very  loudly  vaunted,  we 
cannot  speak  in  such  enthusiastic  terms  as  many 
have  done.  It  is  true,  that  under  him  all  sects 
and  religions  are  tolerated,  as  they  long  have  been 


» 
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in  Russia,  but  that  members  of  other  sects  are 
promoted  with  the  same  rapidity  as  those  of  the 
Greek  church,  is  not  true.  No  one  is  compelled 
to  join  the  predominant  religion  ;  but  there  is  profit 
in  belonging  to  it  notwithstanding.  Is  it  any 
proof  of  tolerance  on  the  part  of  the  Russians,  to 
demand  that  a  foreign  princess,  on  allying  herself 
to  the  emperor,  must  be  baptized  ihto  the  Greek 
church,  and  assume  a  new  name  commemorative 
of  the  rite  ?  It  was  a  severe  trial  to  the  protest- 
ant  King  of  Prussia,  to  see  his  daughter  aban- 
doning her  faith,  even  though  she  did  it  to  win 
such  dazzling  honours. 

This  narrow-minded  policy  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily of  Russia,  is  now  placed  in  a  stronger  light, 
by  the  liberality  of  the  royal  family  of  France, 
who,  although  themselves  strict  Roman  Catholics, 
have  cordially  welcomed  to  their  bosom  the  ami- 
able protestant  princess  who  will  one  day  wear  a 
crown  not  less  brilliant  than  that  of  the  Empress  of 
all  the  Russias. 

The  emperor  also  gets  great  credit  for  his  libe- 
rality to  the  Jews.  In  fact,  any  one  who  will  not 
sing  the  praises  of  this  liberal  despot,  is  now  set 
down  as  an  enemy  to  human  improvement.  Strange 
liberality,  truly,  under  the  cloak  of  which,  iniqui- 
ties innumerable  are  committed  every  day.  Be- 
neath the  merit  of  a  little  good,  Russia  is  allowed 
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to  perpetrate  a  great  deal  of  eviL     Toleration  is 
one  of  the  most  praiseworthy  characteristics  in  the 
policy  of  any  state ;  but  we  must  not  allow  it  to 
blind  us  to  great  errors  and  great  cruelties.     But, 
afler  all,  what  is  this  boasted  toleration  of  Russia  ? 
Before  we  can  raise  our  admiration  of  it  to  the  re- 
quired pitchy  she  must  carry  her  toleration  a  little 
further.     At  present  it  implies  a  most  complete 
abnegation  of  all  political  rights,  on  the  part  of 
those  who  are  to  be  tolerated.     To  become  its 
objects,  men  must  cease  to  think  like  men.     The 
Jews  are  favoured  by  the  emperor,  because,  as  is 
well  known,    they  never   interfere    in  a£&irs  of 
government.     Give  them  opportunity  of  making 
money,  of  carrying  on  their  traffic,  and  they  live 
as  happy  under  a  despotism,  as  under  the  freest 
government  that  could  be  firamed.     Yet,  even  as 
regards  the  toleration  manifested  toward  the  Jews 
in  Russia,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is 
only  very  lately  that  they  were  placed  on  the  more 
advantageous     fix)dng    which    they    at    present 
occupy.     Prior  to  the  promulgation  a£  the  fimious 
Ukase  of  18d5,  which  defined  therr  rij^ts  more 
precisely,  none   could   have  tnid  what  was  their 
exact  iposirioxL.    They  can  now  stuihr  at  rhe  Cni- 
versitiea^  naki*  deasr^es;   Ac.     Bat  even    .rifh   ill 
these  Ugii^>imdtnif:ltbera)ities  ))eforp  nf)— tmd  ^h«> 
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emperor  takes  gofod  care  to  have  them  duly  tnim- 
peted  through  Europe — we  deny  that  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Russian  government  to  the  Jews,  is 
by  any  means  of  that  generous  nature  which  many 
suppose.  Should  we  call  it  toleration  in  England, 
were  the  government  to  say  to  the  Jews,  "  Get 
out  from  amongst  us:  we  give  you  a  certain 
portion  of  country  in  the  bleakest  and  most  uncul- 
tivated comer  of  the  empire ; — ^go  thither,  all  the 
twelve  thousand  of  you,  and  render  it  fertile  by 
your  industry :  — ^pay  your  taxes,  multiply  your 
race,  and  get  rich  if  you  can ;  but  not  one  of  you 
shall  we  allow  to  live  in  the  capital,  or  even  in 
some  of  the  counties,  on  the  same  footing  with 
Christians  ?** 

In  English  ears,  this,  we  are  persuaded,  would 
sound  very  unlike  toleration.  Yet  such  is  the 
toleration  we  have  been  taught  to  praise  in  the 
Russian  government.  For  it  is  notorious,  that 
though  in  some  districts — those  which  the  govern- 
ment is  anxious  to  colonize,  and  can  get  nobody 
else  to  go  to — they  enjoy  the  immunities  above 
alluded  to,  yet  in  certain  provinces, — Bialystock, 
for  instance,  where  there  are  many  Jews, — they  are 
treated  as  a  degraded  race,  and  are  expressly  pro- 
hibited by  law  fix)m  leaving  their  villages,  or  to 
settle  in  any  town  of  the  district ;  and  it  is  equally 
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well  known  that  no  Jews,  except  a  few  of  great 
wealth,  are  aUowed  to  settle  in  St  Petaaharfr  and 
some  other  cities  of  the  empire. 

It  might  also  be  asked,  whether  diere  be  waack 
toleration  in  compelling  the  Jews  to  senre  in 
the  anny — nay,  in  the  uayv,  too— dnvingp  them, 
like  wild  beasts,  with  chains  on  their  Iimh%  and  the 
whip  at  their  ^oulder^  to  esatet  pro&aaions  to 
which,  as  is  well  known,  they  hare  never  been 
accustomed,  and  which  tdiey  mortaihr  .ihboc 

The  abolition  of  the  tortnze*  at  an.  earner  pefsoa 
even  than  in  France  and  Moot  )cfaer  fXwnnnpiL  s. 
another  point  fer  wiiich  ELua.  jaa.  iiuit  *m!cn>ft 
much  praise.  What  ^'SxaL  ^vsac  u  mv^Hiiuui. 
country  I  But  duss.  Hut  dae  iroM-  t'.: 
spirit,  is  also  jomewoar 
torture  has  been  fiMmmeim 
denied;  bat  yx  :*: 
practice  stiH  ^:r^  »  -v^sninMisr 
the  prisocecsu  MSPoseOL  xl 
to  make 
a  difier^sc 


p^IitL 


tne,  he  is  incnnasBesit  jy 
of  ijpinion  ao  ^ecsesesr 
kendorf^  die  iieatf   it'  -w^ 
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pmrerfhllv  ia  diis  work.  PoGtical  asaGciations  or 
meetiTig^  however  secretly  eoodncted,  are  sooa 
discovered,  and  mercilesslv  put  down.  It  is  said 
that  he  had  hia  i^pies  in  every  place.  Few  private 
parties  can  be  held  without  some  oue  being  present 
to  repeat  what  is  said.  All  places  frequented  by 
fiireigners,  such  as  tahlei^^hdte,  hotels,  &c.,  have 
a  well'dressed  spy  or  two  appended  to  them,  who 
keep  watch  over  the  conversation  of  the  guests* 
and  note  those  with  whom  they  associate. 

That  the  Russian  police  is  not  to  be  tampered 
with,  was  shown  by  its  conduct  on  a  recent  occa- 
non  to  a  distinguished  Englishman,  commanding 
the  armies  of  one  of  the  greatest  powers  in  the 
East.     During  the  last  reviews  at  Kalisch,  Sir  — 

9  then  on  his  way  to  London,  turned  off  from 

the  direct  route  through  Gallicia  and  Silesia,  in 
order  to  witness  a  sight  which  could  not  but  pos- 
sess unusual  interest  for  a  soldier.  Being  a  man 
of  very  remarkable  personal  appearance,  he  soon 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  police  at  Kalisch. 
Inquiries  were  made  about  his  object  in  visiting  the 
place.  He  referred  to  his  passport  as  a  sufficient 
security  for  his  character ;  but  was  answered  that 
a  special  permission  was  necessary  for  all  coming 
there.  Having  no  further  papers  to  tell  much 
about  him,  the  affair  began  to  look  serious.  Arrest, 
and  worse  consequences  were  threatened,  when  he 
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at  length  thought  of  appealing,  as  an  Englishman, 
to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  His  royal  highness, 
however,  refused  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
him ;  so  that  matters  now  looked  more  suspiuious 
than  ever.  In  the  eyes  of  the  impartial  police, 
there  could  no  longer  be  any  doubt  that  the  tall 
stranger  had  come  there  on  some  conspiracy,  and 
must  be  dealt  with  accordingly.  Fortunately, 
however,  just  when  extreme  measures  were  about 
to  he  resorted  to,  he  learnt  that  there  was  another 
English  nobleman  among  the  visiters, — one  to 
whom  even  the  humblest  of  his  countrymen  could 
never  have  appealed  in  vain, — the  late  Duke  of 
Gordon  ;  who  at  once  exerted  all  his  influence  to 
free  the  stranger  from  his  awkward  position,  and 
made  the  emperor  himself  acquainted  with  his 
real  cliaracter.  Thanks  to  the  Duke,  the  gallant 
soldier  was  now  honoured  with  every  attention, 
and  urged  to  take  that  share  in  the  martial  festivi- 
ties to  which  his  rank  and  reputation  entitled  him. 
But,  if  the  story  as  we  had  it  at  Constantinople 
be  correct,  he  was  so  indignant  at  the  treatment 
he  had  previously  received,  that  even  imperial  en- 
treaties could  not  induce  him  to  remain  an  instant 
after  he  had  fully  vindicated  his  character. 

In  nothing  is  the  vigilance  of  the  emperor's 
police  more  actively  displayed,  than  in  its  severity 
in  all  that  concerns  the  press.     Hooks,  and  publi- 
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cations  of  every  kind,  are  under  the  strictest  cen- 
sorship. Not  a  line  can  be  printed,  not  even  the 
prices  of  tallow  and  sugar,  without  the  permission  of 
government.  As  to  any  thing  like  free  discussion 
in  the  newspapers,  it  is  out  of  the  question  in  a  coun- 
try  where,  as  already  mentioned,  few  newspapers  are 
allowed  except  the  official  organs  of  the  ministry. 
In  regard  to  the  admission  of  foreign  journals,  how- 
ever, there  is  more  liberality  than  we  were  pre- 
pared for.  All  the  German  newspapers  of  any 
repute  are  to  be  seen  at  the  clubs :  such  as  the 
Stoats- Zettungf  the  Allgemeine-Zeitung^  the 
Hamburger  Correspondenty.  the  Borsen-HaUe^ 
with  its  Critische  Blatter j  the  Journal  fur  Aus- 
Idndische  Litteratur^  zxiA.\hQ  Freimiithigej  some 
of  which,  as  is  well  known,  often  contain  articles 
.  of  a  liberal  tendency.  The  only  French  news- 
paper which  we  met  with  was  the  Journal  des 
Debats;  and  the  only  English  one  permitted  in  pub- 
lic places  is  the  Morning  Post.  Qalignanfs  Mes- 
senger^ which  had  formerly  been  admitted,  was 
excluded  about  the  time  of  our  visit,  to  the  great 
regret  of  the  English,  who  found  it  by  far  the  most 
useful  of  all  the  continental  papers.  Yet  as  each 
number  was  carefully  examined  at  the  post-office, 
and  kept  back  if  it  contained  any  thing  unpalata- 
ble to  the  government,  many  of  its  readers  found 
it  much  less  tantalizing  to  be  without  it  altogether. 
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Foreign  newspapers  of  aD  kinds  are  generaOy  de- 
tained many  hours  at  the  post-office,  to  give  time 
for  their  perusal  before  being  deli?ered.  Such  is 
the  jealousy  of  the  authorities,  that  even  in  ptivate 
English  fiimilies,  we  saw  few  of  our  newspapers. 
Chamber/s  Jaumaly  and  some  other  periodicals, 
which  do  not  deal  in  poUtics,  are  admitted.  In 
general,  however,  English  books  do  not  seem  to 
be  very  stricdy  prohibited.  At  Dixon's,  the 
English  bookseller,  we  ibund  copies  of  nearly  all 
the  English  works  reprinted  on  the  continent; 
that  is  to  say,  every  thing  worth  reading.  Briefly 
one  of  the  most  respectable  publishers  in  St. 
Petersburg,  receives  most  ci  the  new  French 
works ;  and  it  is  said  that  ncMie  of  the  importers 
of  books  are  much  troubled  by  the  censor,  govern* 
ment  having  a  general  confidence  in  their  honour, 
which  of  course  they  take  care  not  to  abuse.  Books 
of  travels  that  treat  of  Russia,  especiaUy  English 
ones,  are  very  severely  prohibited,  unless  they 
contain  nothing  but  praise  of  the  emperor  and  his 
people.  Yet  others,  sometimes,  find  their  way  in. 
Byron  is  strictly  forbidden ;  he  made  too  firee  with 
Russia  in  some  of  his  poems,  and  said  too  much 
about  that  troublesome  thing  liberty,  to  be  a 
favourite  with  the  police.  In  spite  of  all  their 
care,  however,  we  heard  of  many  a  smuggled  copy 
of  him  in  German, — which  every  body  can  read 
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who  reads  at  all.     He  is  the  favourite  poet  of  the 
Russians. 

Knowing  that  the  stage  is  also  under  a  strict  cen- 
sorship, we  were  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  a  piece 
performed,  which,  though  we  could  not  understand 
the  dialogue,  was  evidently  very  severe  on  the 
malpractices  of  some  government  fiinctionaries.  It 
is  called  the  Reviser  ;    and  is  meant  as  a  satire  on 
the  practice  of  taking  bribes,  which  is  so  prevalent 
among  Russian  functionaries.      A  young  spend- 
thrift, reduced  to  his  last  sixpence,  is  mistaken  in 
a  provincial  town,  to  which  he  had  removed,  for 
the  important  personage  sent  down  to  revise  the 
accounts  of  tax-collectors,  government  contractors, 
&c.     No  sooner  has  this  misapprehension  become 
general,  than  his  prospects  are  completely  changed. 
Wealth,  in  the  shape  of  bribes,  pours  in  upon  him 
so  fast,  that  he  knows  not  how  to  dispose  of  it. 
One  person  offers  him  a  hundred  pounds  to  let 
his    books    pass    unexamined.      Another  brings 
double  the  sum,  to  purchase  his  silence  about  an 
acknowledged  deficit.     A  third  great  man  puts 
his  castles  and  horses  at  his  disposal,  and  a  fourth 
^ves  him  his  choice  of  his  daughters  in  marriage, 
with  the'  promise  of  a  rich  dowry  to  increase  the 
charms  of  the  favoured  fair.     In  short,  all  goes  so 
prosperously,  that  our  hopeful  youth,  from  being 
the  most  despairing,  begins  to  be  the  most  arrogant 
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of  men.  Yet  such  things,  it  appears,  are  too 
common  in  Russia  not  to  be  understood  and 
relished  by  the  poor  taxpayers,  at  whose  expense 
all  this  is  done. 

Now  all  this  freedom  on  the  part  of  a  dramatist, 
surprised  us  greatly  in  a  country  where  we  did  not 
expect  to  hear  the  smallest  allusion  on  the  stage, 
at  least  in  the  way  of  censure,  to  any  thing  con- 
nected with  government;  but  the  mystery  was 
solved,  when  we  were  assured  that,  numerous  and 
powerful  though  they  be,  the  class  alluded  to 
in  this  piece  had  not  been  able  to  procure  its 
suppression,  for  the  very  good  reason  that  it  had 
found  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  emperor,  who 
comes  to  laugh  at  it  as  often  as  any  grumbling 
liberal  in  all  St.  Petersburg.  He  patronises  it 
because  it  aids  him  in  a  part  of  his  policy,  which 
will  be  discussed  after  we  have  offered  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  influence  which  the  example  of  the 
court  exercises  on  the  nobles  of  the  empire. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

INFLUENCE    OF   THE  COURT. 

Great  improvement  in  the  morals  of  the  Russian  nobles — Chiefly 
attributable  to  the  empress — Way  in  which  she  has  produced  the 
change— Splendour  of  the  court  entertainments — Banquets — Re- 
ceptions— Most  honoured  guests — Effect  which  her  example  has 
had  on  the  education  of  the  daughters  of  the  nobility — Great 
pains  taken  with  her  own  hmi\y — The  emperoi^s  attention  to  the 
education  of  his  sons — Its  influence  on  that  of  the  young  nobles 
— Many  Germans  of  princely  rank  visit  the  court — Prince  Maxi- 
milian of  Leuchtenbeig — Motives  of  the  emperor  in  choosing 
him  to  be  his  son-in-law — His  character — The  extravagance  of 
the  court  injurious  as  an  example  to  the  nobles — Their  burdens 
— Painful  reflections  on  witnessing  the  splendour  of  the  palaces. 

From  having  been  the  most  profligate  of  all  the 
courts  of  Europe,  the  imperial  circle  of  St.  Peters- 
burg has  now  become  the  purest  and  most  exem- 
plary. The  world  has  not  yet  forgotten  the  foul 
tales  with  which  the  very  mention  of  some  of  the 
Muscovite  sovereigns  was  -once  invariably  asso- 
ciated ;  but,  happily,  at  the  imperial  court  of  the 
present  day  it  is  now  as  fashionable  to  be  virtuous, 
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as  it  was  in  the  days  of  other  rulers  to  be  im- 
moral. 

The  emperor  himself  deserves  a  great  share  of 
the  merit  of  having  accomplished  this  much-needed 
reform  in  Russian  manners  ;  for,  whatever  may 
be  the  truth  of  the  whispers  regarding  his  private 
conduct,  it  is  undeniable  that  in  public  he  has  at 
all  times  most  strenuously  discountenanced  every 
tendency  to  open  licentiousness  or  impropriety 
among  the  members  of  his  court. 

Of  the  merit  of  this  good  work,  however,  the 
greatest  share  is  due  to  the  amiable  and  high- 
minded  empress.  Brought  up  amid  the  bitter  but 
wholesome  lessons  of  adversity,  the  daughter  of 
the  ill-fated  Queen  of  Prussia  carried  with  her  to 
the  throne  those  principles  of  true  morality  and 
religion  which,  when  they  once  have  been  firmly 
rooted,  can  neither  be  shaken  by  misfortune  nor 
deadened  by  prosperity.  She  had  not  long  been 
raised  to  an  elevation  whose  splendours  would  have 
dazzled  a  more  ordinary  or  a  less  religious  mind, 
and  deprived  it  perhaps  of  that  delicate  perception 
of  right  and  wrong  which  in  lower  station  might 
have  remained  unimpaired,  before  she  discovered 
that  many  things  in  the  manners  and  conduct  of 
the  Russian  nobles  greatly  needed  amelioration. 
Under  the  correct  and  exemplary  reign  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander,  a  change  ft»r  the  better  had 
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already  begun  to  appear  ;  but  it  had  only  begun. 
There  was  still  wanting  to  the  wives  of  the  Rus- 
sian nobility,  the  sanctifying  influence  of  a  pure 
female  court ;  an  example  of  correctness  in  the 
first  lady  of  the  empire.  This  they  had  now  ob- 
tained, in  one  who  knew  well  the  mighty  extent  of 
the  influence,  either  for  good  or  for  evil,  which  her 
elevated  station  conferred,  and  who  at  the  same 
time  was  not  ignorant  that  there  were  dangers  as 
well  as  difficulties  awaited  her,  in  attempting  to 
bring  about  a  change'among  those  who  had  hitherto 
never  heard  the  voice  of  entreaty,  far  less  that  of 
reproof 

Sincerely  impressed,  however,  with  a  sense  of 
the  necessity  which  existed  for  a  reform,  the  em- 
press was  determined  to  spare  no  effort  in  the  noble 
task  which  she  had  assumed.  The  only  question 
with  her  was,  how  could  the  laudable  object  best 
be  accomplished?  It  was  here  that  the  strong 
good  sense  of  the  empress  came  to  the  aid  of  her 
zeal.  A  less  judicious  reformer  of  manners  and 
morals,  invested  like  her  with  almost  boundless 
power  for  carrying  her  wishes  into  effect,  would 
have  thought  only  of  the  way  in  which  that  power 
could  be  most  violently  employed  in  accomplishing 
her  wishes.  But  in  place  of  prohibitions  and  pro- 
scriptions, she  chose  the  gentler  and  more  persua- 
sive method  of  reforming  by  example ;    a  course 
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■which  was  the  more  effectual,  that  in  Russia  good 
Bexaiopic  from  an  empress  had  unhappily  been  but 
(.too  rare. 

It  is  then  by  a  strict  adherence  to  propriety  in 
her  own  conduct,  and  firmness  in  refusing  to  coun- 
tenance those,  however  high  their  rank,  who  had 
(become  noted  for  levity,  that  the  excellent  Alex- 
andra Feodorovna  has  at  length  succeeded  in 
making  her  court  the  resort  of  morahty  without 
hypocrisy,  and  of  decorum  without  moroseneaa. 

(During  the  season  at  which  we  visited  Russia 
the  court  is  not  held  at  St.  Petersburg.  It  is 
only  in  winter  that  it  is  seen  in  its  full  magnifi- 
cence. All  that  the  empire  contains  of  noble  and 
■wealthy  are  then  drawn  to  the  capital,  by  the  gor- 
geous festivities  which  are  continued  without  in- 
termission, till  the  return  of  summer  again  permits 
the  imperial  family  to  enjoy  the  comforts  and  tran- 

^quiH^ty  of  country  life. 
The  entertainments  given  at  the  court  arc  on  a 
scale  of  splendour,  surpassing  all  that  is  now  to  be 
seen  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  We  have 
heard  a  member  of  one  of  the  royal  families  of  Ger- 
many say,  that  the  marvels  which  he  had  witnessed 
in  the  Winter  Palace  could  only  be  compared  to  the 
fictions  of  the  Arabian  Nights.  The  wide  and  beau- 
I  tifiil  entrances  lined  with  crowds  of  attendants  in 
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the  richest  liveries — staircases  of  the  whitest  marble 
guttering  with  men  and  amour,  arranged  in 
groups  the  most  tasteful  and  impressive — the  vast 
size  and  splendour  of  the  apartments,  lighted  by 
thousands  of  costly  lamps — the  ceiling  and  doors 
one  blaze  of  gilding — the  roofs  supported  by  co- 
lumns composed  of  the  rarest  materials,  and  in 
some  instances  glowing  with  precious  stones — the 
walls  covered  with  crystal  mirrors  that  multiply  the 
objects  a  thousand  times,  or  even  in  some  in- 
stances composed  of  lapis  lazuli  of  enormous  price 
— the  richest  furniture  that  artist's  skill  can  pro- 
duce— vases  of  the  most  beautiful  forms,  and  of 
materiak  which  kings  and  emperors  alone  can 
aspire  to — ^tbe  panels  hung  with  the  most  famed 
performances  of  the  pencil — and  beneath  them^ 
the  fairest  creations  of  the  classic  chisel,  mingling 
with  all  that  modem  art  has  contributed  of  beauti- 
ful or  sublime — in  short,  whatever  the  most  uncon- 
trolled fancy  can  imagine,  or  the  most  boundless 
wealth  command,  are  here  assembled  with  a  pro- 
fusion that  dazzles  even  the  accustomed  eye. 

The  condescension  and  even  kindness  displayed 
by  the  imperial  hosts  on  such  occasions  win  every 
heart.  The  emperor,  all  life  and  frankness^  is 
every  where,  and  has  a  happy  word  for  every  one ; 
while  the  empress,  ever  graceful  and  dignified^ 
presides    with    inexpressible  charm   in  her   own 
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peculiar  sphere.  Every  member  of  their  family 
follows  the  gracious  example  set  before  them  by 
those  whom  they  naturally  look  up  to  as  the  first 
beings  on  earth. 

The  splendour  displayed  by  the  guests  at  these 
gay  festivals  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  their 
illustrious  entertainers.  Ladies  never  appear  in 
any  but  the  most  expensive  dresses ;  while  their 
lords  glitter  in  rich  stars  and  uniforms  of  every 
variety. 

On  some  occasions  the  officers  of  all  the  troops 
in  garrison  at  St.  Petersburg  have  the  honour  of 
being  entertained  by  their  imperial  majesties. 
These,  however,  are  looked  upon  as  mere  public 
banquets,  not  as  fashionable  receptions,  which  are 
exceedingly  select.  At  these  latter,  none  but  the 
highest  nobility  and  the  families  of  the  ministers 
of  state  are  present ;  nor  could  any  other  class 
meet  the  enormous  expenditure  which  they  occa- 
sion. Of  the  official  personages,  some  have  not 
private  fortunes  sufficient  to  qualify  them  for  such 
display ;  but  their  salaries  being  very  large — per- 
haps the  largest  paid  to  any  ministers  in  Europe — 
they  are  able,  while  in  office,  to  shine  with  the 
greatest  in  the  empire. 

The  names  of  the  Cheremetie&,  Apraxines, 
Benkendorfis,  Naryschkines,  Strogonofis,  Pasch- 
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koffs,  Volkonskys,  Lievens,  Troubetskoys,  &c., 
need  not  be  repeated  as  among  those  who  are  the 
most  frequent  and  most  honoured  guests  at  court. 
It  should  be  stated,  however,  that  many  of  the 
native  families  who  are  the  most  distinguished  sup- 
porters of  his  throne  really  have  very  little  ac- 
quaintance— if  we  may  use  so  humble  a  phrase — 
with  the  emperor.  The  intercourse  on  these  occa- 
sions is  on  the  whole  so  formal,  that  strangers, 
who  have  only  been  a  fortnight  in  St.  Petersburg, 
sometimes  see  more  and  know  more  of  the  em- 
peror and  his  family,  than  those  who  have  spent 
the  best  part  of  their  lives  at  court. 

It  must  not  be  concealed,  however,  that  these 
frequent  opportunities  of  associating  with  the  im- 
perial  family,  have  been  productive  of  great  good 
in  resrard  to  the  education  of  the  families  of  the 
nobility.  In  this  important  matter  the  example  of 
the  empress  has  been  of  the  very  greatest  con- 
sequence. Formerly,  the  education  of  females  in 
the  highest  families  of  the  nobility  was  of  the  most 
superficial  nature.  They  acquired  all  that  could 
"  tell  '*  in  society ;  every  showy  accomplishment 
was  prosecuted  with  the  greatest  anxiety :  but  to 
useful  knowledge — to  the  acquirement  of  sound 
principles  of  religion  and  morals — so  little  time 
was  given,  that  the  education  of  a  Russian  lady  of 
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high  rank  was  not  unjustly  said  to  be  limited  to 
the  study  of  French  and  the  art  of  handling  the 
fan.  The  young  beauty  was  most  thoroughly  in- 
structed  in  the  science  of  turning  her  personal 
charms  to  the  greatest  account ;  but  while  the 
mode  of  captivating  a  lover  was  so  carefully  instilled, 
the  more  important  one  of  retaining  his  affections 
as  a  husband  was  left  entirely  out  of  view. 

Such  a  state  of  things  could  not  be  expected  to 
continue  under  an  empress  who  belonged  to  the 
most  highly-educated  of  all  the  royal  families  of 
Europe,  and  who  had  herself  received  the  most 
complete  education  that  ever  a  princess  enjoyed. 
The  sincerity  of  her  zeal  in  this  vital  cause  was 
soon  made  apparent^  by  the  great  pains  which  she 
took  with  the  education  of  her  own  daughters. 
The  Russians,  ever  prone  to  imitate  those  whom 
they  look  up  to,  soon  followed  the  example ;  and, 
having  once  been  taught  the  importance  of  storing 
the  female  mind  with  knowledge  of  a  higher  cha- 
racter, they  have  latterly  bestowed  such  care  on 
this  good  task,  that  now,  perhaps,  there  is  no 
country  in  the  world  where  the  daughters  of  the 
nobility  receive  a  better  ed!^ucation  than  they  do 
in  Russia. 

What  the  empress  has  done  for  her  daughters, 
the  emperor  has  not  less  faithfully  performed  for  his 
sons.    They  have  all  been  educated  under  his  own 

VOL.  I.  z 
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eye.     The  time  and  labour  bestowed  by  him  in 
this  department  of  his  parental  duties  would  appear 
altogether  inconsistent  with  his  devotion  to  so  many 
other  serious  affairs.  For,  not  satisfied  with  having 
provided  for  them  in  every  department  the  best 
masters  that  could  be  found  in  Europe,  he  himself 
bestows  many  hours  in  superintending  the  studies 
of  his  promising  sons.    As  might  be  expected  fit)m 
what  we  have  said  of  his  martial  tastes,  he  is  espe- 
cially zealous  in  making  them  acquainted  with  all 
the  branches  of  a  military  education.     His  oldest 
son,  the  hereditary  grand-duke,  Alexander  Nicho- 
laevitch,  now  in  his  twenty-first  year,  is  said  to 
have  a  most  complete  knowledge  of  the  science 
which,  to  all  appearance,  will  for  many  years  be 
the  most  important  that  the  sovereigns  of  Russia 
can  acquire.     Having  been  brought  up  with  the 
most  hardy  habits,   the  heir-apparent  can  endure 
every  kind  of  fatigue,  and  expose  himself  to  every 
kind  of  weather.     This  hardening  process,  indeed, 
would  even  appear  to  have  been  carried  too  far ; 
for   it   is    now  alleged  that    the   health   of  the 
young  prince  has  been  broken  by  it,  though  not, 
happily,  to  such  extent  as  to  excite  any  serious 
alarm. 

The  care  taken  by  the  emperor  in  educating  his 
sons,  as  in  the  case  of  the  empress  just  mentioned, 
has  also  been  very  beneficial  as  an  example  to 
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the  nobility  in  training  theirs.  The  Russian 
nobles  have  long  been  distinguished  for  the  pains 
bestowed  in  educating  their  sons ;  and  with  the 
improvements  recently  made,  their  system  is  now 
probably  as  complete  as  any  course  of  private  edu- 
cation— for  such,  generally  speaking,  it  still  is — 
can  ever  be  made. 

From  the  warm  affection  which  subsists  between 
all  the  members  of  the  royal  family  to  Vv'hich  the 
empress  belongs,  there  is  scarcely  a  season  passes 
that  some  Prussian  prince  does  not  visit  St.  Peters- 
burg. Indeed,  from  this  and  its  other  numerous 
connexions  with  the  royal  families  of  Germany,  the 
court  is  almost  constantly  attended  by  some  of  the 
younger  scions  of  Teutonic  royalty.  One  of  those 
princely  knights-errant,  Maximilian  of  Leuchten- 
berg,  it  appears,  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  gain 
the  heart  of  the  fair  princess  who  doubtless  aided 
in  drawing  so  many  of  the  gay  and  gallant  to  her 
father's  court.  Who  would  have  ventured,  twenty, 
or  even  ten  years  since,  to  predict  that  the  im- 
perial house  of  Russia  would  ally  itself  with  the 
family  of  Napoleon  ?     Truly  pohtics  work  changes 

^  which  surpass  the  calculations  of  the  warmest 
lover  of  the  marvellous.  And  yet  politics  can 
have  had  little  to  do  with  this  match.  Some,  in- 
deed, may  think  that,  if  the  prince  himself  be 
without  pohtical  prospects  or  name — in  fact,  little 
■  z  2 
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more  than  a  private  gentleman — yet  he  has  suffi- 
cient recommendation  even  to  an  ambitious  father, 
as  the  brother-in-law  of  him  who  must  soon  be 
king  of  Sweden,  and  the  near  relative  of  him  who 
is  actually  king  of  Greece — two  countries  in  which 
Russian  interests  are  deeply  involved.  But  it  is 
probable  that,  in  selecting  the  son  of  Eugene 
Beauharnois  for  his  son-in-law,  Nicholas  has  con- 
sulted the  feelings  of  the  father  more  than  those 
of  the  emperor — preferred  the  competitor  for  his 
daughter's  hand  who  was  most  likely  to  make  her 
happy,  to  the  one  that  would  merely  have  made 
her  great.  Nor  are  his  expectations  likely  to  be 
deceived.  When  we  saw  him,  some  years  since. 
Prince  Maximilian  of  Leuchtenberg  was  one  of  the 
gayest  of  the  many  gay  courtiers  who  then  graced 
one  of  the  northern  courts ;  and  those  who  had 
opportunities  of  knowing  his  character,  spoke  of 
him  in  terms  of  warm  praise.  A  good  heart  and 
amiable  manners,  both  of  which  he  possesses  in  an 
eminent  degree,  will  be  valuable  qualities  in  the 
Viceroy  of  Poland — the  dignity  to  which,  public 
rumour  asserts,  he  is,  ere  long,  to  be  raised. 

Whether  these  visits  of  the  princes  of  Germany 
to  a  court  so  splendid  as  that  of  St.  Petersburg 
tend  to  make  them  better  pleased  with  the  sober 
gaieties  of  their  own  circles,  is  a  question  for  others 
to  decide.  Of  the  effect,  however,  which  familiarity 
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In  one  sense,  indeed,  the  evil  consequences  of 
the  example  which  he  gives,  recoil  on  the  emperor 
himself;  for  those  of  the  public  functionaries  who 
have  neither  private  fortune  nor  official  salary  suffi- 
cient to  enable  them  to  cope  with  their  neighbours 
in  this  race  of  extravagance,  manage  to  find  means 
of  doing  so,  by  robbing  the  state.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  ruinous  style  which  they  are  forced 
to  keep  up  on  these  occasions,  is  one  great  cause 
of  the  extreme  and  shameless  dishonesty  which,  as 
will  be  hereafter  shown,  prevails  among  Russian 
functionaries  to  a  most  deplorable  extent. 

Nor  is  it  possible  to  avoid  remarking,  in  con- 
nexion with  all  these  splendours,  that  the  means  of 
supporting  them  are  wrung  from  the  poor  and  the 
oppressed.  How  many  serfs  must  toil— how  many 
millions  must  eat  the  bitter  bread  of  sorrow — before 
the  emperor  can  fill  his  halls  with  ornaments  that 
would  purchase  kingdoms,  and  keep  up  a  show  to 
which  history  yields  no  parallel !  Such,  at  least, 
were  the  reflections  that  rose  to  our  minds,  as  we 
trod  his  magnificent  saloons,  glittering  with  more 
than  barbaric  pomp.  In  the  palace  of  a  sovereign 
who  reigns  over  a  free  people,  these  thoughts  will 
not  intrude;  for  its  splendours  are  but  the  re- 
flected grandeur  of  the  nation  which  has  volun- 
tarily contributed  them.     But  in  Russia  it  is  im- 
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possible  to  forget  that  the  magnificence  oi  its 
mighty  ruler  is  levied  from  those  who  have  no 
Yoice  to  plead  their  canse — ^no  arm  to  shield  them 
from  rapacity  and  wrong. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

THE    emperor's    REFORMS — OFFICIAL    BRIBES- 
CONDITION    OF   THE    SERFS. 


Shameful  prevalence  of  bribery — Judges — Magistrates — Anecdotes 
of  a  police  director^Nothingcan  be  done  without  bribing — Diffi- 
culty of  changing  the  system — Attempt  to  liberate  the  serfs — 
Their  present  degraded  condition — Sold  with  the  land — May 
be  bought  as  servants  —  Extreme  difficulty  of  arriving  at  the 
truth  on  these  subjects  in  Russia — Injurious  effects  of  slavery  on 
roasters  as  well  as  the  sufferers  themselves — Danger  of  keeping 
the  people  longer  in  slavery. 

Of  all  the  important  measures  by  which  the 
short  reign  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas  has  already 
been  distinguished,  none  are  so  likely  to  hand  down 
his  name  with  honour  to  posterity  as  those  which 
he  has  adopted  for  reforming  the  many  abuses 
which  exist  in  the  general  administration  of  the 
empire.  Some  indeed  may  wonder  to  hear  his 
name  mentioned  in  connexion  with  reform  of  any 
kind ;  but  that  he  is  nevertheless,  in  many  things, 
both  a  bold  and  persevering  reformer,  none  who 
know  his  character  can  for  a  moment  doubt. 
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As  the  greatest  and  most  obvioas  abase  of  all, 
he  has  strenuously  set  himself  to  leform  tlie  biibiiig 
system  referred  to  at  the  close  of  a  former  diapter. 
In  spite  of  all  his  eflbrts,  howeTer,  bribery  in  public 
offices  still  prevails,  to  a  d^^ree  unheard  of  in  odier 
countries.  Even  in  Austria,  where  they  understand 
such  things  very  well,  they  are  mes«  t^ros  in  tiie 
science,  compared  with  the  Russians.  It  grinds 
the  poor,  and  impoverishes  the  ridi ;  it  b  practised 
in  every  branch  of  the  administratioD,  fiom  tlie 
lowest  clerk  to  the  highest  minister;  it  para- 
lyzes industry,  enterprise,  merit,  in  every  comer 
of  the  empire. 

If  you  commence  a  lawsuit,  however  just  your 
cause,  it  remains  undecided  for  years,  unless  you 
bribe  the  judges  again  and  again.  If  you  want  a  go- 
vernment contract,  the  heads  of  die  department  most 
be  propitiated  with  half  of  your  calculated  jxtifita. 
If  a  situation  is  procured,  it  must  be  paid  f<v.  If 
you  wish  to  have  your  passport,  especiaDy  in  any 
of  the  remote  provinces,  a  thousand  difficolties  can 
be  thrown  in  the  way,  till  money  removes  them* 
Thus  a  foreigner,  in  a  distant  part  of  the  empire, 
who  wanted  to  leave  the  country,  had  waited  up- 
wards of  a  month  without  being  aUe  to  obtain  his 
papers  from  the  govemor^s  secretary,  who  always 
sent  evasive  answers.  His  patience  being  at  length 
exhausted,  he  made  a  ioumev  of  a  hundred  miles. 
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to  wait  on  the  governor  himself.  He  was  received 
with  open  arms,  feasted,  honoured  as  if  he  had  been 
a  bosom  friend;  but  still  his  passport  made  no 
progress,  until  means  were  found  to  give  the  appli- 
cant a  hint  that  he  had  forgot  to  accompany  his 
letter  with  the  customary  bribe.  The  money  was 
paid — the  well-bred  governor  perhaps  pocketing 
half  of  it ;  and  the  traveller  got  off  without  further 
delay.  In  all  probability,  money  would  have 
been  equally  powerful  had  he  been  a  murderer, 
only  that  he  would  have  had  more  to  pay. 

The  sums  drawn  in  the  shape  of  bribes  by  some 
people  in  office  are  quite  enormous,  not  only  in  the 
capital,  but  in  the  provinces  also.  There  is  a 
town  in  the  south  of  Russia  where  the  director  of 
police  has  an  income  of  80,000  roubles  a-year 
(3200/.),  though  his  regular  salary  is  only  6000 
roubles,  or  240/.  All  over  the  empire,  the  people 
holding  such  situations  are  notorious  for  their 
rapacity ;  but  this  personage  enjoys  peculiar  op- 
portunities for  swelling  his  booty,  having  a  mono- 
poly for  furnishing  the  prisons,  lighting  the  streets, 
&c.  Every  inhabitant  must  make  him  presents,  to  ^ 
avoid  arbitrary  interference  with  their  affairs.  But 
the  largest  item  of  all  is  paid  by  thieves,  who  thus 
purchase  their  escape  from  justice,  in  the  face  of 
complaints  strongly  and  frequently  urged  by  the 
most  respectable  residents.     It  is  quite  impossible 
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to  obtain  redress  hr  any  grievance :   better  leave 
it  untold,  if  you  wish  to  avoid  new  I08& 

One  of  the  anecdotes  regarding  this  worthy 
illustrates  so  admirably  the  state  of  matters  in 
Russia,  that  we  give  it  as  a  specimoi,  from  among 
many  which  could  be  repeated.     Our  informant, 
a  merchant  living  at  the  place  in  question,  had 
repeatedly  missed  money  from  his  ca^4)ox*     8uft' 
pecting  a  man  in  his  office,  he  resolved  to  watch 
him ;  and  at  last,  after  losing  800  ronblea  in  liie 
experiment,  obtained  sure  proof  that  he  was  the 
thief.     A  police-officer  braig  sent  fbr,  die  per- 
son's trunk  was  searched,  and  650  of  die  mnblea 
found  in  it ;  but  neidier  resktitntioa  of  the  money, 
nor  punishment  of  die  ofeider;  conld  ever  be  ab^ 
tained.     The  officer,  indeed,  carried  off  the  cadi, 
and  made  an  able  report  to  h»  chief;  but  ipwd  am 
was  taken  that  it  shoald  never  bid  bm  wav^  bock 
again  to  the  rigfatfid  owner,  who  waa  toecKd  »  let 
the  matter  Ee  imagitafed,  kaowkv  that  m  ^mgaa0t 
it  more  wouki  onlv  be  ^^p^*^^"*ig  amiev  m  vani« 

Further  to  show  die  pvkj  td  Kamua,  iHCee, 
the  same  gentievaa  nesdniKfli  due  a  ittlow  -m^^t 
came  to  hiai  widi  a  hew^  V?^  «9nDittie 
money  in  the  BaBK  fd  vut  fftoee;  x  -mm  Mrt 
without  aspieko.  B«  tae  vuic  iKap  vma  9%^ 
peated,  he  §epe^l^  tjuc  qkk  wiai^  ^sm0>Amn9 
wrong,  and  pot  um0t  ^fvafi^mm  ^ 
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who  instantly  took  guilt  to  himself,  and  fled.  The 
printed  paper  and  police  stamps  being  both  fomid 
to  be  forgeries,  the  oflender  was  taken  into  cus- 
tody, and  the  gentleman  who  had  been  the  means 
of  exposing  him  was  thanked  a  hundred  and  a 
hundred  times  by  the  head  of  the  department,  who 
said  that  the  man  was  an  old  officer^  known  for 
his  tricks. 

Surely  this  delinquent  was  made  an  example  of? 
By  no  means  ;  in  place  of  being  punished,  he  is 
now  again  in  the  pay  of  the  police.  He  had  gained 
enough  by  his  forgeries  to  be  able  to  bribe  the 
authorities  to  silence  and  connivance. 

These  are  only  weak  specimens  of  what  bribery 
can  achieve  in  Russia.  It  can  do  every  thing ; 
and  the  misfortune  is,  that  without  it  nothing  can 
be  done.  If  you  apply  for  the  most  trifling  service, 
or  the  smallest  piece  of  information  at  any  public 
office,  it  must  be  paid  for.  When  we  asked  a 
bookseller  why  he  had  not  thought  of  publishing  a 
proper  guide  to  St.  Petersburg,  such  as  those 
which  are  to  be  found  of  every  other  capital,  he  said 
that  the  undertaking  would  ruin  him.  Before  he 
could  procure  the  necessary  intelligence,  in  that  ac- 
curate form  which  alone  could  render  such  a  book  of 
any  value,  he  would  have  to  expend  at  least  30,000 
roubles  in  bribes  to  the  clerks  and  principals  of  the 
various  establishments.     The  bribes  expended  in 
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getting  Up  a  small  and  inefficient  thiug  of  the  kind, 
;Containingonly  a  few  sheets,  had  amounted  to  ten 
times  the  cost  of  the  printing  and  paper  c(  the 
whole  edition 

It  is  notorious  that,  in  some  of  the  public  offices, 
many  are  so  poorly  paid,  that  in  order  to  subsist, 
they  must  have  recourse  to  the  taking  of  bribes ; 
and  it  is  equally  notorious  that  some  of  these  gen- 
tlemen who  have  only  SO/,  a-year  of  salary,  drink 
their  claret  and  champagne.  WTicn  an  inferior  officer 
is  detected  taking  money,  his  master  may  make  a 
pretence  of  punishing  him  ;  but  at  the  same  time 
he  secretly  encourages  the  practice,  by  pocketing  a 
share  of  the  spoil. 

It  is  this  universality  of  the  system  which  ren- 
ders it  so  difficult  to  sweep  it  away.  Were  there 
only  the  heads  of  departments  to  deal  with,  it 
■nould  soon  be  cured  ;  but  besides  the  few  hundred 
leaders  in  this  rapine,  there  is  an  army  of  many 
thousand  subordinates  to  contend  with.  Before 
their  ravages  can  be  checked,  every  salnry  in  the 
empire  mmt  he  raised  (enfohl.  With  all  his  de- 
termination, therefore,  Nicholas  has  not  yet  been 
able  to  clear  out  this  worse  than  Augean  stabh*. 
As  in  every  similar  case,  the  contemplated  reform 
is  very  unpopular  with  those  on  whom  it  may  fall. 
The  attempt  is  also  attended  with  considerable 
danger  to  the  emperor  himself;    but  his  character 
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is  sufficient  guarantee  that  he  will  not  shrink  from 
it  on  that  account.  It  is  the  misfortune  of  a  des* 
potic  government  that  no  great  reform  can  ever 
be  accomplished  under  it  without  violence ;  so  that, 
in  all  probability,  the  stream  with  which  this  nui- 
sance will  be  swept  away,  must  be  one  of  blood. 

That  Nicholas  can  be  impartial  in  his  vengeance 
— that  rank  will  not  save  an  oflfender  when  once 
his  guilt  is  known — was  well  proved  the  other 
day,  by  the  case  of  a  collector  of  taxes,  who, 
though  a  man  of  good  family,  and  invested  with  a 
high  military  title,  was  degraded  to  the  ranks,  and 
sent  to  Siberia,  for  peculation. 

That  the  functionaries  who  take  bribes  from  the 
people  should  also  be  guilty  of  robbing  the  sove- 
reign, is  a  transition  so  natural,  that  none  will  be 
surprised  to  hear  this  also  enumerated  in  the  list 
of  Russian  grievances.  In  fact,  peculation  pre- 
vails to  an  enormous  extent.  Those  who  have  the 
public  money  passing  through  their  hands,  plunder 
in  the  most  unblushing  manner ;  and  contractors 
cheat  the  government  as  if  it  were  a  bounden  duty 
to  do  so.  This  is  one  of  the  most  melancholy 
characteristics  of  the  Russian.  He  seems  to  be 
utterly  incapable  of  distinguishing  between  right 
and  wrong,  in  regard  to  the  public  money.  Neither 
banishment,  nor  fear  of  exposure  and  loss  of  rank, 
can  keep  him  from  turning  his  position  to  account. 
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as  it  is  politely  termed.     The  diflSculty  of  finding 
Russians  who  will  act  in  office  with  any  thing  like 
honesty,  is  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  so 
many  foreigners  are  still  employed  in  the  highest 
offices  of  the  state.     Whenever  a  Russian  is  ap- 
pointed to  a  public  situation,  or  obtains  a  govern- 
ment contract,  he  begins  to  consider  how  he  may 
best  impose  on  the  emperor,  and  enrich  himself. 
But  Nicholas  has  at  last  stepped  in ;  and,  from  the 
vigilance  now  employed  in  watching  the  public 
robbers,  it  will  no  longer  be  so  easy  to  supply  the 
navy  with  tar  little  better  than  ditch-water,  nor  to 
mount  the  cavalry  in  leather  that  would  not  stand 
a  week's  hard  wear. 

Another  reform,  which  puts  the  emperor's  cha- 
racter even  in  a  still  more  favourable  light,  is  his 
desire  to  liberate  the  peasantry,  and  to  raise 
their  character  in  every  way.  He  has  not  directly 
interfered  with  the  nobles  on  this  subject,  but  has 
set  them  the  example,  accompanied  by  a  pretty 
intelligible  hint  that  he  expects  it  to  be  followed. 
On  all  the  estates  of  the  crown  the  serfs  have 
been  liberated,  and  care  is  taken  to  qualify  them 
for  freedom  by  education  and  indulgent  treat- 
ment. 

The  great  objection  raised  to  this  scheme  by 
the  nobles,  is  the  same  which  has  always  been 
made  in  other  countries  to  attempts  of  this  nature ; 
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namely,  that  the  people  do  not  wish  for  freedom ; 
and,  as  a  proof  of  this,  reference  is  made  to  some 
experiments  of  last  century,  when  the  peasants  in 
certain  districts  were  enfranchised,  and  attempts 
made  to  introduce  a  better  system  of  agriculture 
amongst  them.  Instead  of  showing  themselves 
proud  of  their  free  state,  many  first  sold  and  drank 
the  value  of  their  new  implements,  and  then,  com- 
plaining that  they  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
liberty,  petitioned  that  they  might  be  again  placed 
under  the  lash  and  the  goad.  But  this  is  only  the 
natural  consequence  of  slavery ;  it  always  makes 
men  unfit  to  appreciate  the  blessings  of  freedom. 
If  the  nobles  were  sincere  in  seconding  the  em- 
peror, the  true  way  to  remedy  this  would  be  to 
teach  their  humble  brethren  the  value  of  liberty. 
They  should  begin  by  establishing  schools  more 
extensively,  or  otherwise  labour  honestly  to  pre- 
pare the  minds  of  the  people  for  independence; 
and  among  the  things  which  they  might  teach 
them,  ought  to  be  the  fact  that  the  bondage  of 
the  lower  classes  is  not  an  old  and  traditional  usage 
in  Russia,  but  an  innovation  of  comparatively 
modem  date.  There  had  always  been  domestic 
slaves  in  Russia ;  but  it  was  only  in  the  reign  of 
Foedor  Ivanovitch,  the  last  Tzar  of  Muscovy,  who 
died  in  1591,  that  i^e  peasants^  the  great  mass  of 
the  people,  became  serfs  (servi  glebce  adscripti). 


Through  the  influence  of  his  idlenteii  nxtitcster^ 
Godunoff,  they  lo$t  the  right  of  passii^>  ^^  intere^ 
or  fancy  dictated,  from  one  landowner  to  another^ 
and  have  ever  since  been  compelled  to  remain  on 
the  soil  where  they  are  bom^  or»  which  is  the 
same  thing,  they  cannot  leave  it  without  their 
master's  permission,  who  continues  to  the  last 
hour  of  their  life,  to  draw  a  portion  of  their  earn- 
ings, in  whatever  part  of  Russia  they  may  be 
located.  The  landlord  can  transplant  them  wher- 
ever he  pleases  on  his  own  property,  but  it  is  a 
high  crime  to  sell  or  -buy  slaves  by  auction,  or  in 
any  other  way,  apart  from  the  land.  The  owner 
of  the  soil  on  which  they  were  bom,  is  compelled 
to  support  them  in  sickness  and  old  age. 

In  certain  parts   of  the  country  there  would 
appear   to   be   some  exceptions   to  the  law  just 
mentioned,  regarding  the  sale  of  peasants  being 
authorized  only  when  the  land  is  sold :  for  we 
were  distinctly  told  in  the  south  of  Russia,   by 
English  families  long  resident  there,  that  Russians 
of  a  certain  rank  are  allowed  to  buy  slaves,  even 
when  not  buying  land.    No  merchant,  no  foreigner, 
no  Jew,  is  permitted  to  do  so ;  but  anv  Russian, 
who  has  attained  the  military  rank  of  mi^or,  can 
purchase  slaves  to  be  Ids  servants.     He  can  aU>, 
in  some  manner,  tmwfrr  hia  rshtn  !»  oAier^ ; 
for  many  Ibreigzieri  ^pet  a  i%a«i  tii  W  3br#*3i  fi^r 
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tbem,  and  retain  them  as  servants  in  his  name. 
Indeed^  unless  people  have  recourse  to  this  sys- 
tern,  they  can  scarcely  get  servants  at  all.  "  Why 
don't  you  buy  slaves  ? "  was  the  question  put  to  an 
English  lady,  when  she  complained  that  she  was 
at  a  loss  for  servants.  Her  objection  about  her 
prmciples  not  allowing  her  to  employ  slaves,  was 
regarded  as  mere  English  prejudice.  Even  if  our 
fair  countrywoman  could  have  got  over  her  repug- 
nance to  this  traffic  in  human  blood,  she  would 
have  found,  what  all  others  find,  that  such  servants 
are  the  worst  that  can  be  got. 

It  is  necessary  to  state,  however,  that  on  the 
subject  now  under  discussion,  we  found  it  impos- 
sible to  obtain  any  really  satisfactory  information. 
English  people,  of  course,  having  no  object  to 
gain  either  by  exaggerating  or  concealing  the 
truth,  all  agree  in  telling  the  same  story  on  this 
question ;  but  no  two  Russians  ever  agree  on  this, 
or,  we  may  say,  on  any  other  point  connected  with 
the  usages  and  institutions  of  the  country.  To 
get  at  the  truth  in  Russia,  even  regarding  the 
simplest  subject  of  curiosity,  is  literally  impossible. 
In  free  countries  truth  is  to  be  got  at  by  a 
stranger,  if  he  takes  the  trouble  of  inquiring  in 
the  proper  quarter ;  but  here  the  more  he  inquires, 
the  more  is  he  bewildered.  What  he  writes  down 
one   day,    he   is    forced  to    contradict  the   very 
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next.      Many  instances  mi^t  be  given  of  tlie 
ignorance  which  prevails  here,  regarding  the  sub- 
jects most  likely  to  interest  a  stranger,  and  espe- 
cially regarding  public  matters,  or,  at  least,  of  the 
contradictions  which  we  heard  concerning  them : 
but  we  shall  now  mention  only  one.    It  happened, 
during  a  discussion  about  the  public  revenue  of 
Russia,  in  a  large  party  of  most  intelligent  people. 
Some  maintained  that  it  amounted  to  34,000,000/. 
sterling,  and  maintained  it  stoutly.     They  were 
only  making  it  more  than  twice  what  it  reaUy  is  I 
In  fact,  every  Englishman  who  has  visited  this  or 
any  other  continental  country,  where  there  is  no 
free  press,  must  have  been  struck  with  the  great 
difficulty  there  is  in  learning  the  troth,  even  on 
the  most  public  affitirs.     The  stranger  is  coo^ 
founded  with  statements  the  most  coDtradiGtory, 
from  people  who  ought  to  be  equally  well  in&rmed. 
This  will  always  be  the  case  where  men  get  little 
thanks  for  knowing  any  thing  hejaod  the  mere 
routine  of  their   doty — where  no  diacnauon   is 
allowed  on  questioDs  connected  with  government 
arrangements, — and,  above  aD,  where  the  press  is 
not  allowed  to  circulate  correct  in&rmatioiL 

Returning,  however,  to  the  sofaject  from  which 
we  have  digressed,  we  may  mentioa  that  on  one 
point  connected  witir  the  serfe,  all  iior  infimiumt9 
were  agreed;  namely,  that  tfaoni^  .miy  certain 
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classes  can  hold  slaves  without  buying  the  prO' 
perty  they  belong  to,  yet  any  person  who  has  the 
means,  may  buy  a  property  with  slaves  on  it.  It 
would  also  seem  well  established,  that  the  total 
number  of  serfs  in  the  empire  amounts  to 
21,000,000.  Of  these  a  portion  is  liberated  every 
year;  some,  but  only  very  few,  of  the  nobles 
following  now  and  then  the  example  of  the  crown. 
Thus,  it  appears,  that  in  the  course  of  1836,  about 
352  were  liberated,  making  the  whole  number  of 
enfranchised  serfs  up  to  that  time  67,7^6. 

Shopkeepers  and  traders  worth  thousands  a- 
year  may  be  seen  in  St.  Petersburg,  who  are  still 
but  slaves.  It  is  even  said  that  such  find  some 
advantage  in  being  thus  bound,  and  would  not 
change  their  thraldom  even  were  it  in  their  power 
to  do  so.  But  this  we  cannot  comprehend  ;  it  may 
be  good  Russian  reasoning,  but  is  scarcely  common 
sense. 

One  thing,  however,  connected  with  these  serfs, 
we  can  fully  understand ;  which  is,  that,  whatever 
may  be  the  blessings  of  slavery  to  those  who 
remove  from  their  native  huts,  those  who  remain 
on  the  property  are  in  a  most  wretched  state.  In 
most  instances  there  is  no  bargain  between  the 
landlord  and  his  people.  He  may  take  as  much 
or  as  little  of  their  money  or  their  crop  as  he 
pleases  ;  there  is  nothing  but  self-interest  to  bin- 
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der  him  from  taking  all.  The  poor  wretches  are 
ground  to  the  very  dust.  Besides  the  stripes 
already  spoken  of,  they  arc  subject  to  banishment, 
and  even  severer  punishment,  at  their  tyrant's 
pleasure.  Of  course,  he  has  an  interest  in  retain- 
ing as  many  of  them  on  the  estate  as  possible. 
1  Like  a  farmer  with  his  horses  or  his  oxen,  he 
i  cannot  kill  nor  drive  them  out  to  the  waste,  with- 
out injuring  his  own  revenue :  for,  besides  the 
amount  of  his  income,  the  value  of  his  property, 
when  he  wishes  to  sell  it,  also  hinges  on  the  number 
of  his  dependants.  The  people  are  counted  over  to 
the  purchaser,  like  so  many  sheep, 
.  AVe  even  doubt,  whatever  the  theory  of  the  law 
I  may  be,  whether  in  practice  a  nobleman  has  not 
power  of  life  and  death  over  his  serfs.  If  he  com- 
mit murder  it  is  almost  impossible  to  punish  him. 
In  short,  spite  of  the  sentimental  rhapsodies  which 
have  been  published  on  this  subject,  the  connexion 
between  master  and  slave  in  this  country,  is  unre- 
deemed by  a  single  alleviation.  Bad  as  slavery 
was  in  our  West  India  possessions,  we  know  that 

I  there  were  some  happy  slaves,  just  because  there 
were  some  kind  masters  who  took  an  interest  in 
alleviating  the  sad  lot  of  their  dependants  :  but  in 
Russia,  we  did  not  meet  with  a  single  well-attested 
instance  of  a  landlord  having  adopted  a  philanthro- 
pic  scheme  for  improving  the  condition  of  those 
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whom  he  has  robbed  of  their  birthright.     It  is  not 
asserted  that  there  are  no  instances  of  kindness — 
that  all  are  cruel ;    but  that  there  is  nothing  like 
enlightened,  or  well-organized  benevolence  among 
the  greater  part  of  the  proprietors,  toward  the  un- 
happy creatures  whose  fate  is  in  their  hands,  was  the 
assertion  made  to  us  by  every  Russian  with  whom 
we   spoke.     It  might  be  thought  that    nothing 
could  be  more  close  than  the  tie  between  master 
and  slave  in  this  country — that  were  it  only  from 
mere  sentiment,  if  from  no  higher  motive,  a  pro- 
prietor would  be  continually  doing  something  for 
those  on  his  estate.     But,  alas  I    slavery  brutalizes 
all  who  come  in  contact  with  it.     To  its  debasing 
influence  alone  can  we  attribute  the  fact,  that  we 
never  once  heard  Russians  of  rank  speak  with 
anything  like  affection    of   slaves.      Nay,    they 
speak  of  the  lower  orders  with  contempt — with 
something  of  a  fierce  hatred  even  ;  as  if  they  were 
worse  than  brutes,  not  worthy  of  a  moment's  re- 
gard from  rational  beings  I 

These  remarks,  however  imperfect,  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  system  which  the  emperor  is 
labouring  to  reform.  In  doing  so,  he  is  only 
following  out  the  policy  of  some  of  his  predecessors, 
who  also  wished  to  increase  the  number  of  freemen  ; 
and,  as  a  first  step,  established  those  Foundling 
Hospitals  which  are  among  the  most  remarkable 
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institutions  in  Russia,  but  are  in  no  respect  more 
remarkable  than  as  being  literally  nurseries  of  free- 
men. The  many  thousands  annually  educated  in 
these  places  become  perfectly  free.  It  would  be 
well  for  the  nobles  if  they  would  follow,  ere  it  be 
too  late,  the  example  set  them  by  the  government ; 
for  knowledge  makes  its  way  in  by  narrow  chan- 
nels :  strictly  as  their  frontiers  appear  to  be  sealed^ 
a  better  light  may  penetrate  even  this  Russian 
darkness,  and  hasten  the  day  when  the  nobles  may 
wish  that,  like  their  emperor,  they  had  foreseen  the 
danger  of  attempting  to  enslave  twenty  millions  of 
men,  whose  revenge  will  be  cruel  in  proportion  to 
the  cruelties  they  have  endured. 
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CHAPTER  XXVL 

THE  EMPEROR  AND  HIS  ARMY. 

His  longing  for  military  fame — Love  of  reviews,  &c. — Makes  a 
plaything  of  bis  troops — Amount  of  the  Russian  army — How 
composed  —  Cannot  be  relied  upon — Jew  soldiers— The  imperial 
guard — Finland  sharpshooters— Russian  compared  with  Pnissian 
soldiers — The  reviews  at  Kalisch — Pay — Length  of  service,  &c. 

Anxious  as  the  emperor  may  be  to  accomplish 
the  reforms  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
they  occupy  but  little  of  his  time  compared  with 
his  military  schemes. 

It  is,  after  all,  for  honours  of  another  kind 
that  his  heart  most  ardently  bums.  To  be 
distinguished  as  a  soldier,  **  a  conqueror,"  would 
be  dearer  to  him  than  all  the  fame  he  could  ever 
obtain  as  the  "redresser  of  wrongs.*'  He  is  now 
the  only  monarch  in  Europe  of  decidedly  warlike 
tastes.  He  is  never  happy  unless  when  occupied 
with  some  military  pageant :  when  he  cannot  get 
up  the  real  game  of  war,  he  tries  to  comfort  himself 
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with  its  image.  In  1835,  for  instance,  he  dragged 
the  grave  King  of  Prussia  into  the  play,  and  a 
t'ostly  bout  of  it  they  had  at  Kalisch.  The  follow- 
ing year,  he  had  a  camp  of  40,000  men  near  St. 
Petersburg,  where  all  the  ceremonies  of  a  campaign 
were  gone  through  with  so  much  solemnity,  that 
an  aide-de-camp  of  his  Prussian  majesty  attended 
the  whole  time,  and  daily  sent  a  report  of  the  move- 
ments to  BerUn,  just  as  if  a  real  war  had  heen 
goingoon.  In  1837  he  had  reviews  and  ma- 
ncBUvresat  Vosnecensk,  in  the  south  of  Russia, 
oti  a  scale  seldom  surpassed  even  in  actual  warfare. 
From  thence  he  visited  Sebastopol,  where  he  took 

»part  in  some  manoeuvres  of  the  Black  Sea  fleet ; 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  Tcherkass,  where  he 
met  a  division  of  his  Cossack  troops,  some  GO.OOO 
strong,  and  presented  to  them  his  son,  who  has 
always  had  the  title  of  Iletman,  or  chief  of  the 
Cossacks,  but  had  never  appeared  amongst  them 
in  that  capacity.     He  next  started  for  Taganrofr, 

I  and  there  closed  his  military  shows  for  1837,  by 
reviewing  G5,000  Cossacks  of  another  tribe.  In 
1838,  we  have  seen,  with  the  help  of  his  deluded 
victims,  before  the  walls  of  Herat,  he  has  made 
some  approach  to  more  serious  pastime.  AVhat 
the  programme  of  his  mihtary  amusements  for  the 
year  1839  may  he,  a  few  months  will  show  ;  but 
those  who  know  liis  character  best,  will  he  much 


362  THE   EMPEROR 

surprised  should  he  fail  in  getting  up  a  real  war 
to  occupy  his  next  autumnal  leisure. 

Thei;  military  shows  create  an  immense  drain 
on  the  treasury.  It  may  be  remarked,  however, 
in  regard  to  them,  that  even  were  they  unobjec- 
tionable on  the  score  of  expense,  many  doubt 
whether  such  holiday  exhibitions  are  productive 
of  any  real  benefit  to  the  army.  All  the  advan- 
tages that  can  flow  from  them,  rating  them  at  the 
very  highest,  are  dearly  purchased  with  a  waste  of 
treasure  which  would  cover  Russia  with  roads  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years.  But  it  is  vain  for  his 
ministers  to  object ;  the  emperor  must  be  amused. 
And  so  much  the  better  for  England  I  These  shows 
at  home  keep  him  so  poor,  that  he  can  do  little 
harm  to  his  neighbours.  His  most  faithful  coun- 
sellors assert  that  the  discipline  of  the  army  could 
be  quite  as  efficiently  maintained,  at  one-third  of 
the  expense. 

On  these,  and,  in  fact,  on  all  occasions,  Nicholas 
treats  his  army  too  much  like  a  plaything.  The 
men  are  drilled,  and  laced,  and  strapped,  and 
perked,  with  such  childish  minuteness,  that  they 
begin  to  think  a  soldier  can  have  no  higher  duty 
than  to  look  well  on  parade.  "  He  fiddles  away 
with  his  guard,''  said  an  officer,  ^*  just  as  a  child 
does  with  its  doll ;  and  he  is  bringing  up  his  son 
to  do  the  same.'* 
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The  amount  of  die  Rnaafln  anny  in  time  of 
peace,  is  nominally  61.2,33^  of  widch  die  impmal 
guard  contains  4I9SUO.  But  it  would  be  more 
near  the  troth  to  regard  the  army  as  almost  double 
this  strength;  &sr  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
goTemment  has  ever  reduced  it  to  the  strict  peace 
establishment. 

We  cannot  profess^  howevar,  to  givB  authentic 
informadcm  on  die  subject  of  the  actual  amount  of 
the  army.  We  haye  already  re&ned  to  the  eXf- 
treme  difficulty  we  often  had  in  arnring  at  the 
truth  on  eren  the  most  public  qneartjomy  but  about 
none  did  we  encounter  greater  contradictions  tlun 
on  this.  One  person  would  tell  us  that  the  army 
is  a  million  strong,  anodiiff  that  it  reckons  only 
half  that  amount.  In  short,  the  public  would  ap^ 
pear  to  know  nothing  at  all  on  dds  sibjeet.  It  is 
impossible  even  to  ascertain  the  omnber  ninMeen, 
there  being  neither  army-Ii^  nor  emde  'if  ;atw 
kind,  published  by  goTerzunent ;  TridAf  iar  tvtt 
obvious  reasons,  keeps  aD  dieae  wwrft^fiy  m  ':tatiit 
Even  the  Manpns  of  LondmiderrTr  -mxk  ad  -iut 
excellent  opportunities  which  he  emoy^ii  iir  ijw 
taining  erery  kind  of  in&cmadfliLr  'nnii  aMn  rfabgt 
he  could  not  ascertsm  die  fOamA  ii  -ik^  fliwsiwi 
army  at  the  present  BMoesc  **  Jb  »  t#5*7  tdL^ 
cult,"  sudi  is  his  couftsaMO,  "^  71  Kt  ac 
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formation,   as  on  this  bead  the  greatest  secrecy 
prevails.** 

The  most  correct  enumeration  of  the  Russian 
army  that  has  yet  been  given,  would  appear  to  be 
that  of  Marshal  Marmont,  in  his  valuable  work  on 
Southern  Russia ;  in  which  he  states  that  **  the  tm- 
perial  guard  are  six  divisions,  three  of  infantry, 
and  three  of  cavalry,  making  sixteen  battalions  in 
all.     The  grenadier  corps  has  three  divisions  of 
infantry,  made  up  of  twelve  regiments,  and  a  divi- 
sion  of  light  cavalry,  made  up  of  four  regiments ; 
also  two  batteries  of  horse  artillery,  and  fifteen  of 
foot.     The  regiments  of  guards  consist  of  three 
battalions   of  infantry,    and   seven    squadrons  of 
cavalry.     The  six  corps  of  the  line  are  composed 
each  of  a  division  of  light  cavalry  (made  up  of  four 
regiments),  three  divisions  of  infantry,  each  of  four 
regiments — in  all  twelve  regiments ;  besides  two 
battalions  of  foot,  and  two  of  horse  artillery.     The 
total  six  corps  of  the  line  are  seventy-two  regi- 
ments  of   infantry,   and   twenty-four  of  cavalry, 
twelve  batteries  of  horse,  and  ninety  of  foot  artil- 
lery.     The  corps  of  cavalry  reserve  has  two  divi- 
sions,    each   four   regiments,    making   a   total  of 
twenty-four   regiments,    and   twelve   batteries   of 
artillery.     The  reserve  of  the  line  are  three  divi- 
sions, composed  of  twenty-four  battalions.     There 
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is,  in  addition,  the  corps  of  the  Caucasus,  Siberia, 
and  Finland,  the  troops  of  the  interior,  fifty  hatta- 
hons  of  horse  militia,  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  regiments  of  Cossacks."  " 

There  is  no  exaggeration  in  asserting  that, 
within  Russia,  this  mighty  army  is  unconquerable. 
For  &  foreign  war,  however — for  a  long,  or  even  a 
short  service  in  any  other  part  of  Kurope — the 
best  judges  consider  them  by  no  means  likely  to 
be  formidable.  No  man  denies  fhat  they  make  a 
good  show  on  parade,  and  at  the  annual  manoeu- 
vres ;  but  even  on  these  occasions,  there  is  nothing 
very  astounding  to  be  discovered  in  their  training 
or  capabihties.  In  short,  their  merits,  as  com- 
pared  with  those  oi'  the  English  army,  may  be 
gummed  up  in  the  words  which  we  have  heard 
attributed  to  a  distinguished  British  oiHcer  (Sir 

T A ),  who,  after  spending  several  day« 

with  the  emperor  in  witnessing  the  manoeuvres  of 
fifty  thousand  of  his  finest  troops,  said  to  some 
Englishmen  present,   "  This  is  all  very  tine,  but 
we  have  nothing  to  learn  from  them." 
_  We  will  grant,    however,    that    the  emperor's 

H  officers  acquit  themselves  on  all  show  oceasiooB 
I  better  than  any  in  the  woHd.  None  cut  such  a 
H      figure  either  at  an  imperial  levee  or  an  imperial 

B 


*  Marmont,  u  quoted  in  thr  "  RecotlettinlU  of  B  Tout  i: 
North  of  Europe,"  vol.  i..  pp.  1S2,  109. 
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banquet.  They  are  potent  trencher-men,  and  most 
gallant  courtiers;  can  waltz  as  Russians  only 
can  waltz,  and  coin 


**  soft  words  for  lady's  ear. 
Or  compliments  for  rougher  mood," 

such  as  Russians  only  can  coin.  In  short,  if  a 
soldier^s  duties  never  called  him  beyond  the  well- 
roofed  exercise-house,  or  the  glittering  ball-room, 
the  emperor's  army  might  challenge  the  world. 
Some,  however,  believe  that  the  qualities  of  troops 
are  better  tested  in  the  field  than  on  the  carpet ; 
and,  following  the  Russian  officer  from  the  gala- 
room  to  the  bivouac,  they  discover  that  men  who 
look  well  and  "  act "  well  in  the  mimic  scene  of 
war,  do  not  always  acquit  themselves  the  most 
ably  in  the  real  tragedy.  Such  cavillers  ask — 
what  have  the  Russians  done  in  Circassia  ?  None 
looked  better  in  the  reviews  of  St.  Petersburg ;  yet 
they  have  been  repelled,  times  without  number,  by 
what  they  termed  a  mere  mountain  horde,  the  very 
best  of  whom,  assuredly,  never  were  called  "  bro- 
thers" by  an  emperor,  nor  allowed  to  kiss  the 
hand  of  an  empress.  In  Poland,  too,  as  is  well 
known,  they  were  all  but  beaten ;  their  choicest 
troops  having  been  nearly  driven  from  the  country 
by  raw  insurgents :  and  in  the  last  campaign 
against  Turkey,  as  has  been  admitted  by  military 
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men  of  all  nations  idio  hare  sinoe  rioted  the 
ground,  things  were  done  iduch  would  have  dis- 
graced a  rabble  of  sdiooEboys ;  weds  baring  been 
spent  on  points  where  days  ought  to  have  sufficed. 
It  is  morale  that  diey  want  energy,  high  soildiei^ 
feeling — that  whidi,  whatever  be  its  name,  can 
alone  make  an  army  vahiaUe. 

Whether  the  spoit  and  tone  of  feehng  in  Hat 
Russian  army  are  likely  to  be  inproved  by  i^ 
experiment  now  making,  of  filling  it  iq>  widi  Pc£A 
Jews,  may  be  infisrred,  fitan  what  an  ofioer  told  « 
in  describing  these  lefaictant  warnon.  *^  Hiey  are 
so  fond  of  the  smell  of  gnnpowdo;*  sad  be,  "  tlial 
each  man  needs  to  be  pot  between  two  Bnwaawg, 
who  pull  him  into  action,  and  have  instmeSaons  t» 
shoot  him  if  he  runs  aw^.''  Tliese  men,  be  it 
remembered,  are  quite  disrinrt  from  tiie  ica3  Pdtt. 
There  are  whole  villages  of  tbem  ;  and  it  was  ]ig»> 
torious  during  the  late  mdandioiy  war  in  Pii^aDdL 
that  a  couple  of  Russian  soldieri  bad  but  to  appear 
in  a  place  of  some  handled  iidiili'lrti,  aad  ber 
allowed  to  do  as  they  pleased ;  tbe  pc^fpfe  fidB&e 
on  their  knees  in  toror,  and  giaotin^  aD  tbcr  de- 
manded* 

The  Russians,  however,  are  fiur  from  dBaring  ia 
this  Jewish  want  of  coorage ;  yet  tbeir  courage, 
even  at  best,  is  not  of  a  kind  that  can  be  mncb 
relied  upon.     In  mere  looks,  and  audi  advantages 
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as  good  drilling  can  give,  few  troops  surpass  thein« 
The  imperial  guard  is  one  of  the  finest  corps  in 
Europe.  The  Finland  sharpshooters  also,  who 
were  of  such  importance  at  Ostrolenka,  are  greatly 
admired.  An  English  gentleman ,  who  has  been  long 
in  the  Russian  service,  says,  they  are  among  the 
best  ever  known ;  with  single  ball  the  men  can 
bring  down  a  crow  on  the  wing  with  the  greatest 
certainty.  The  same  officer  states  that,  various  as 
is  the  composition  of  the  Russian  army,  there  is 
not  a  single  portion  of  it  that  will  not  endure  any 
privation  of  food  and  rest,  without  the  slightest 
murmur.  Their  power  of  enduring  fatigue  he  con- 
siders quite  wonderful.  The  Prussians,  their  neigh- 
bours, he  regards  as  unfit  for  hard  work,  because 
too  young.  A  long  war  would  make  the  Prussians 
capital  soldiers,  none  being  more  willing  ;  but  at 
present  they  could  be  worn  out  merely  by  march- 
ing and  countermarching,  without  a  single  battle ; 
for  the  very  good  reason  that,  fi-om  their  years, 
they  cannot  bear  fatigue  Hke  men  double  their 
age,  and  who  were  under  arms  before  the  raw 
students  of  Bonn  and  Breslau  had  left  their 
cradles.  This  diflerence  was  strongly  seen  at 
Kalisch.  The  exercises  each  day  were  neces- 
sarily short,  for  old  Frederick  William's  sake; 
yet,  before  the  few  hours  were  out,  his  best  Bran- 
denburgers  were  completely  "  knocked  up,"  run- 
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ning  away  to  the  bushes,  &c.,  while  the  Russians 
thought  it  a  mere  holiday,  being  accustomed  even 
on  ordinary  occasions  to  be  under  arras  twice  the 
time.  Altogether  the  Kalisch  business  was  a 
failure — at  least  to  the  Prussians.  Their  officers 
— men  of  limited  fortunes  and  honourably  atrict 
economy — were  galled  by  being  placed  in  contact 
with  the  profuse  living  of  their  northern  friends. 
While  nothing  but  champagne  and  wassail  rang 
fipom  the  Russian  dinner-parties,  the  Prussians 
were  fasting  on  sour  moselle  and  lean  rind- 
fleisch. 

The  regular  period  of  service  is  twenty  years  j  but 
if  war  be  going  on  at  the  close  of  that  period,  two 
years  more  are  required  for  privates.  No  pensions 
are  granted,  but  there  arc  regulations  compelling 
the  men  to  give  so  much  of  their  pay  to  certain 
funds,  from  which,  on  being  discharged,  each  man 
has  four  or  five  hundred  roubles  (16/  or  20/.)  to 
receive,  with  which  he  enters  on  a  little  farm.  Such 
at  least  was  the  statement  made  to  us  by  an  officer 
of  great  experience  ;  but  wc  are  compelled  to  add 
that  it  was  flatly  contradicted  by  another  to  whom 
we  repeated  it,  and  who  insisted  that  the  soldier  is 
dismissed  without  a  farthing.      After  this,  go  to 

I  Russia  for  truth  I 
Each  proprietor  is  compelled  to  furnish  annually 
five  recruits  out  of  every  thousand  of  the  popu- 
VOL.  I.  ^  B 
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lation  on  bis  estates,  and  pays  to  goverament  the 
sum  of  33  roubles  (1/.  5s.  lOrf.)  for  the  outfit  of 
every  man  drafted.  The  nominal  pay — near  a 
rouble  a-day — is  better  than  in  other  continental 
countries ;  but  after  paying  his  rations,  &c.,  the 
poor  fellow  has  only  a  kopeek,  or  less  than  half- 
a-farthing^  of  pocket-money  remaining.  Small  as 
the  pay  may  seem,  he  comforts  himself  on  re- 
flecting that  it  is  munificent  compared  with  that  of 
the  sailor. 

In  regard  to  food,  the  soldiers  are  looked  upon 
as  being  very  well  o%  every  man  getting  3  lbs.  of 
bread  daily,  as  well  as  a  liberal  allowance  of  beef 
and  vegetables.  Every  time  the  emperor  is  pre- 
sent at  a  review  or  parade,  each  man  gets  a  rouble 
(or  rather  it  is  paid  to  the  ftind)  and  a  glass  of 
brandy. 

The  best  thing  connected  with  the  army,  how- 
ever, is  that  every  serf  on  entering  it  becomes  fi'ee. 
Yet  we  saw  nothing  to  make  us  suppose  that  it  is  a 
popular  service  with  any  class,  and  especially  not 
with  the  peasants.  How  diflerent  from  those  of 
France  I  So  little  do  the  Russians  like  the  idea  of 
becoming  soldiers,  that  all  conscripts  must  be  sent 
to  head-quarters  lieavily  chained^  to  keep  them 
from  running  away.  In  the  remote  villages  we 
frequently  met  small  bands  of  them  marching  in 
this  state,  and  for  a  long  time  supposed  them  to 


THE    RUSSIAN    ARMY.  371 

be  convicts, — so  harshly  did  the  emperor's  ardent 
warriors  appear  to  be  treated. 

The  oflScers  are  but  wretchedly  paid.  After  many 
years*  service,  they  have  not  more  than  7OO  roubles 
(28/.)  a-year.  Without  private  fortune  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  live  in  the  army.  Even  generals 
are  paid  at  a  rate  which  seems  incredible.  Colonels 
in  command  have  an  allowance  for  table-money, 
which  in  part  makes  up  for  the  smallness  of  their 
pay. 

Not  satisfied  even  with  the  numerous  army 
already  at  his  disposal,  the  emperor  would  seem 
to  intend  that  the  whole  of  his  empire  shall  be 
converted  into  one  vast  encampment ;  and  with 
this  view,  by  means  of  his  military  colonies,  he  is 
planting  it  with  soldiers  as  people  plant  cabbages. 
There  is  great  diversity  of  sentiment  about  the 
success  of  these  establishments ;  but  of  the  schemes 
which  he  hopes  to  accomplish  by  them  and  his  nu- 
merous army,  there  is  but  one  opinion.  The  con- 
sideration of  these  schemes,  however,  will  be  en- 
tered upon  with  more  propriety  when  we  shall  have 
made  ourselves  better  acquainted  with  the  other 
great  arm  of  the  emperor^s  power — his  navy ;  to 
which  important  subject  the  next  chapter  will  be 
devoted. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

THE  EMPEROR*S  NAVAL  PROJECTS,  AND  THEIR 

DANGER  TO  ENGLAND. 

What  is  England  doing  ? — Naval  statistics  of  Russia — The  Baltic 
fleet — That  of  the  Black  Sea— Of  the  Caspian — Steamers-^-Oan- 
ger  from  the  numerical  strength  of  her  marine — Otherwise  no 
great  cause  for  alarm — The  Russian  revenues  not  fit  for  such  con- 
tinued outlay — Rotten  ships — Naval  projects  condemned  by  the 
emperor's  ministers — Service  not  liked — Spirit  of  the  sailors— 
Their  bravery  —  Docility  —  Admiral  Krusenstern — Ofiicers  in 
spurs — Russian  sailors  only  bad  soldiers — Their  awkwardness — 
Ships  run  ashore — Officers  mast-headed — Emperor's  severity  to 
them,  and  consequent  unpopularity — Amusements  of  his  young 
cadets  at  Peterhof— Childishness  and  cruelty  of  the  system — Pa- 
rade of  Peter  the  Great's  boat — More  care  now  taken  in  building 
ships — The  Russia — Visit  to  the  College  for  Naval  Cadets — 
Annual  expenses  of  the  whole  Russian  navy — Necessity  for  prepa- 
rations in  England — Efficacy  of  Lord  Durham's  remonstrances — 
Engagement  with  the  Swedes — Reflections — England  has  notliing 
to  fear  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  the  emperor — His  weakness — 
Folly  and  criminality  of  tlie  present  clamour  for  war. 

We  have  stated  at  a  former  page — more  inge- 
nuously perhaps  than  wisely — the  extreme  vexation 
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which  we  felt  while  passing  through  the  Baltiq 
fleet  at  sea.  What  right  have  they — was  the  ques- 
tion which  rose  petulantly  to  our  lips — what  right 
have  the  Russians  to  so  many  fine  ships  ?  *^  Chil- 
dren of  the  Desert/*  who,  a  hundred  years  ago, 
scarcely  knew  that  there  was  a  sea,  and  had  not 
on  their  abominable  swamps  a  ferry-boat  that  their 
tzar  could  sit  dry  in,  nor  a  carpenter  to  patch  it, 
till  he  himself  gave  them  a  lesson  I  Let  England 
answer  the  question  —  England,  which  has  wit- 
nessed the  progress  of  this  gigantic  force  without 
uttering  a  word  to  check  it — without  making  a 
single  preparation  for  coping  with  it  becomingly  in 
the  hour  of  need  I 

For — in  sober  earnestness — what  have  we  to 
meet  this  new  navy  ?  Ships  we  can  count  by  hun- 
dreds :  but  are  they  disposabUj  ready  to  put  to  sea 
on  an  hour's  warning,  as  these  are  every  summer  ? 
When  our  navy  was  at  its  best,  we  were  a  match 
for  all  the  navies  of  Europe  j  but  now  that,  by 
universal  admission,  it  has  sunk  from  its  palmy 
state,  are  we  able  to  meet  not  only  our  old  foes — 
every  one  of  whom  longs  for  the  day  of  our  himii- 
liation — ^but  this  overwhelming  foe  in  addition? 
It  is  not  feared  that  Russian  ships  are  better  than 
ours^  nor  that  the  Russians  are  better  sailors.  Our 
ships  are,  as  ever,  the  best  in  the  world ;    and  of 
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their  officers  as  of  their  crews,  it  can  still  without 
exaggeration  be  said^  that 

— ^  "  A  b*aver  choice  of  dauntless  spirits 
Did  never  float  upon  the  sweUing  tide." 

But  men,  however  bold,  cannot  fight  without  ships ; 
nor  can  ships,  however  stout,  steal  out  to  sea  of 
their  own  accord.  The  error  of  England  is, 
that,  having  many  more  ships  than  Russia,  she 
yet  allows  them  to  lie  idle,  as  if  they  were  to  be 
improved  by  rotting  a  while.  It  is  now  admitted 
on  all  hands,  that,  after  providing  for  the  large 
forces  which  we  must  keep  up  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, in  the  Tagus,  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  on  the 
American  stations,  we  have  not  more  than  half  a 
dozen  ships  that  could  be  available  for  any  sudden 
emergency.  But  what  are  these — ^what  are  even  the 
whole  of  our  twenty  heavy  ships  afloat,  against  a  foe 
which  now,  in  the  Baltic  and  the  Black  Sea  to- 
gether, possesses  not  fewer  than  forty-five  ships  of 
the  line,  with  a  numerous  complement  of  frigates 
and  smaller  vessels,  in  round  numbers  making  up 
the  formidable  force  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
ships,  most  completely  equipped,  and  constantly 
victualled  for  four  months'  service  ? 

We  will  not  say  that  Russia,  even  had  she  at- 
tempted to  take  us  by  surprise,  has  ever  been  in  a 
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condition  to  deprive  England  of  ber  supremacy  on 
the  ocean.  On  the  contrary,  our  patriotism,  or,  as 
some  may  say,  our  prejudice,  is  still  so  blind,  that 
we  are  firmly  persuaded  that  England,  even  with 
numerical  force  against  her,  has  ever  been,  and  is 
at  this  moment,  able  to  humble  any  foreign  power 
that  may  be  rash  enough  to  excite  her  anger.  So 
long  as  we  trust  in  English  valour,  and  in  that 
higher  aid  which  has  ever  fought  on  our  side,  and 
will  still  protect  us  as  a  people  raised  up  for  ad- 
vancing the  welfare  and  civilization  of  the  whole 
human  race,  we  shall  never  join  the  cry  of  those 
who  think  that  England  is  now  to  sink  from  her 
high  place  among  the  nations.  But  while  we 
refuse  to  adopt  the  exaggerations  in  which  some 
have  indulged  on  this  subject,  we  cannot  conceal 
the  fact,  that  Russia  now  possesses  a  navy  which 
ought  to  make  us  look  searchingly  at  the  state  of 
our  own.  The  magnitude  of  the  danger  which 
menaces  us  will  be  most  apparent,  from  an  analysis 
of  the  united  force  above  named.  The  Baltic 
fleet,  for  instance,  which,  two  years  ago,  consisted 
of  only  twenty-six  ships  of  the  line,  now  (1838), 
including  the  two  fine  ships  which  were  launched 
last  September,  is  composed  as  follows  : 

1  Three-decker        ....  of  120  guns. 

3  Three-deckers  .  .        .  of  110    « 

7  Ships of    84    M 

19  Ships of    74     ,, 
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in  all,  thirty  heavy  line-oi-battle  ships  (not  firtj^ 
five,  as  has  been  erroneonsly  stated).  To  dieses 
however,  most  be  added, 

1  Raxee oTSCgM 

3  Frifsatei of  58    . 

18  Ditto of  44    . 

besides  corvettes  and  smaUcraft ;  in  all  composing 
a  fleet  of  the  strength  above  named,  and  manned 
by  a  force  of  33,000  men.* 

The  Russian  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea,  whicfa, 
three  years  ago,  reckoned  only  fifteen  ships  of  the 
line  (not  eighteen,  as  has  been  firequently  stated 
in  England),  with  smaller  vessels  in  proporticHiy 
and  manned  by  IQ^SOO  well- trained  seamen,  was 
considerably  weakened  by  losses  in  the  severe 
gales  of  the  winter  of  1837-8;  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  additions  made  to  it  of  ships  recently 
launched  at  Nicolaeff,  &c.,  the  strength  of  this 
fleet  at  the  present  moment  amounts  to  sixteen 
ships  of  the  line,  which,  it  is  said,  will  be  further 
strengthened  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  sununer, 
by  the  addition  of  other  ships  now  building.     It 

*  Tliese  numbers  will  be  found  to  differ  considerably  from  those 
of  the  list  published  by  Captain  Crawford,  many  additions  having 
been  made  to  the  naval  force  of  Russia  since  his  pamphlet  was  pub- 
fiibed.  From  what  we  saw  of  him  in  the  north  of  Europe,  we  were 
faDy  prepared  to  find  that  any  thing  coming  from  his  pen  would  be 
w«D  worthy  of  the  attention  with  which  his  pamphlet  has  been 
red  in  England. 
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being  customary  in  Russia  to  begin  the  training 
of  the  crew  of  a  new  ship  the  moment  her  keel  is 
laid,  the  ships  last  referred  to  will  be  ready  for 
sea  as  soon  as  they  are  launched. 

Nor  is  the  list  yet  finished.  In  calculating  the 
naval  strength  of  Russia,  we  must  not  overlook 
the  ships  which  she  now  has  on  the  Caspian, 
which  are  the  more  valuable  to  her,  that  there  is 
no  chance  of  an  enemy  being  able  to  reach  them. 
Already  there  are  several  vessels  of  very  con- 
siderable size  on  this  sea ;  and  more  are  in  rapid 
progress  at  the  building-yards  recently  established 
at  very  favourable  points. 

The  last  item  to  be  added  is  her  steamboats, 
which,  in  such  seas  as  Russia  will  have  to  fight 
upon,  will  be  of  the  utmost  service  to  her  in  case 
of  a  war.  Including  those  on  the  Caspian  and 
the  Sea  of  Azofi^,  she  has  now  at  least  sixty  steam- 
ers, of  one  kind  or  other. 

Great,  however,  as  the  naval  strength  of  Russia 
undeniably  is,  we  must  not  allow  our  fears  to 
blind  us  to  the  fact  that  she  has  often  had  a  fleet 
much  more  numerous  than  her  present  one.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  wars  of  the  French 
Revolution,  she  had  a  fleet  half  as  strong  again 
as  that  now  under  consideration ;  and  at  the  ter* 
mination  of  those  wars,  she  had  exactly  the  same 
number  of  large  ships  that  she  now  has.     Aftel* 
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tluil  period,   indeed,  die  narjr  wa§  gn  inlj 
gieded;   and  it  had  dwindled  avaj  to 
ulien  the  present  empeior  came  to  tlie 

Yet,  admitting,  as  we  most  readihr  do^  Aa^  At 
Russian  navy  has  at  some  fbfmer  periods  bea 
strong  and  nnmeroos;  admittii^  ako  tfcat  die 
fleet,  whose  strength  is  above  detailed,  is,  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  inferior  to  oars ;  that  mndi  of 
what  has  been  circulated  about  the  science  of  the 
officers  and  the  adroitness  of  the  men  is  Hiere 
puerile  exaggeration  ;  that  the  Russian  sailor  is  a 
hundred  years  behind  the  British  ; — admitting  all 
this,  the  great  feet  must  still  strike  aD  who  reflect 
on  this  subject,  that  the  Russian  navy  never  was 
before  in  such  high  condition  as  it  now  is. 
Ships  and  men,  even  the  worst  in  the  service,  are 
far  superior  to  any  that  she  ever  before  could 
boast  of. 

Besides, — the  mere  numerical  strength  of  such 
a  fleet,  managed  with  however  little  skill,  cannot 
fail  to  tell  tremendously  when  war  breaks  out. 
Though  England  has  nothing  to  fear  from  supe- 
riority of  ships  nor  of  seamanship,  she  ought  to 
look  well  at  the  physical  weighty  the  brute  force, 
of  the  many-limbed  leviathan  with  whom  she  will 
have  to  engage. 

Wc  saw  nothing  in  Russia,  however,  that  need 
make   any   Englishman   seriously  afraid    of   her 
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power.  England,  if  she  be  once  fiurly  aware  of 
the  danger,  may  smile  at  the  emperor  and  his 
thirty  mile  of  ships :  but  what  we  saw  in  Russia 
certainly  impressed  us  with  the  conviction  that 
England  musU  and  must  speedily,  do  something 
more  than  she  has  yet  done  in  the  way  of  pre* 
paration,  before  she  can  treat  this  matter  with  the 
indifference  which  many  have  shown  in  discussing 
it.  France  has  taken  warning:  from  Toulon  to 
Cherbourg,  her  arsenals,  which  had  long  been 
silent,  have  been  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  activity 
since  the  spring  of  1837 ;  ^uid  would  England  but 
follow  the  example,  the  sooner  Russia  comes  out 
of  her  lurking-places,  the  better.  We  are,  how- 
ever, persuaded  that,  so  far  from  being  anxious  to 
go  to  war  with  us,  the  very  moment  that  the 
English  government  could  say  to  the  Russians, 

<*  Let  them  be  welcome,  then  ;  we  are  prepared  !" 

little  would  be  heard  about  the  emperor^s  ships : 
they  would  not  dare  to  show  themselves  on  the 
waters,  but  would  be  allowed  comfortably  to  rot 
where  so  many  of  them  are  rotting  already, — in  the 
docks  of  Cronstadt. 

Much  as  we  had  heard  of  the  emperor's  energy, 
we  were  still  surprised  to  learn  that  the  fine  fleet 
which  we  had  sailed  through,  is  almost  entirely  of 
his  own  creation.     When  he  came  to  the  throne, 
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there  was  not  a  ship  of  any  yaloe 
the  Baltic  I  In  fact,  he  is  now  labooriii^  as  had 
on  his  navy  as  he  long  did  on  his  aimj.  He  ii 
determined  that  Russia  shall  be  not  odIt  a  nsrd 
power,  which  Peter  had  made  her  many  a  daj 
since,  but  that  she  shall  be  a  first-ride  macd 
poweVy  cost  what  it  may.  To  aid  in  aooompfidi' 
ing  this  project,  he  makes  every  personal  exerlioa 
to  inspire  the  fleet  with  enthusiasm ;  showing  him* 
self  frequently  to  the  sdlors  ;  popping  upon  them 
by  surprise,  to  see  whether  all  is  going  right ;  is 
now  in  the  dockyards,  and  next  day  on  the  Baltic^ 
threatening,  encouraging,  promoting;  everywhere 
giving  an  example  of  vigilance  and  self-denial, — 
every  where  enforcing  the  great  doctrine  of  the 
Russian  creed — Devotion  to  the  Emperor. 

These,  all  will  admit,  are  excellent  methods  for 
accomplishing  his  darling  scheme ;  but  whether  he 
will  be  able  to  increase  his  fleet  to  the  immense 
amount  contemplated,  to  us  seemed  very  doubtful, 
when  we  were  told  that  his  very  best  ships  last 
only  nine  years,  and  many  only  sixl  The  wet 
rot  is  disabling  them,  not  quite  so  fast,  perhaps, 
but  quite  as  efficiently,  as  English  shot  would  do. 
Vessels  launched  in  1823  had  to  be  retimbered 
in  1830,  and  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  they  are 
broken  up  altogether.  Worse  ships,  it  is  said — 
we  are   speaking  of  quality,  not  of  look — ^were 
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never  put  together.  They  have  all  been  hurriedly 
built  from  unseasoned  oak,  injudiciously  cut  in  the 
forests  of  Livonia.  The  emperor  wanted  to  make 
a  shoWf  to  surprise  Europe,  when,  without  the 
world  being  at  all  aware  of  what  was  going  on  in 
his  dockyards,  he  should  suddenly  be  able  to 
announce,  through  his  newspapers  in  Germanyt 
that  the  Baltic  fleet  of  Russia  was  at  sea,  and 
consisted,  in  round  numbers,  of  at  least  one  hun- 
dred sail.  It  was  vain  for  practical  men  to  object 
that  ships  are  not  mushrooms,  and  cannot  be 
raised  in  a  single  night,  or  that,  if  so  forced,  they 
must,  even  like  mushrooms,  decay  as  fast  as  they 
have  risen.  The  emperor  willed  it  so  ;  |[and  that 
was  reason  sufficient.  Who  had  a  better  right  to 
have  his  whim  gratified  ? 

We  are  willing  to  admit  that  his  navy  costs  the 
emperor  little.  Indeed,  it  is  one  of  the  points 
which  should  never  be  forgotten  in  considering 
this  question,  that  Russia  can  not  only  build 
ships  cheaper  than  any  other  European  power, 
but  can  also  man  them  for  less.  The  pay  both  of 
officers  and  men  is  so  small,  that  the  annual  outlay 
on  twenty  Russian  line-of-battle  ships,  would  not 
defray  the  expense  of  ten  of  ours. 

But,  however  small  both  the  first  cost  of  his 
ships,  and  the  maintenance  andfpay  of  their  crews, 
may  be,  his  revenues  are  not  fit  to  meet,  for  a 
succession   of  years,   the  rapid  destruction  con- 
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»tantly  going  <m  in  liie  nary  ;  the  only  marvel  u, 
that  it  should  hare  been  possible  to  keep  op  tUi 
ruinous  display  so  long.  ''You  forget,"  said  a 
friend  at  St.  Petersborg,  to  whom  we  were  speak- 
ing of  the  expense  of  maintaining  in  an  efiltieDt 
state,  a  fleet  composed  of  such  perishable  material^ 
**  you  forget  that  the  sands  of  Siberia  are  made  of 
gold,  and  that  Rossia  has  no  national  debt,  or  so 
little  that  she  scarcely  feels  it." 

But  the  sea  is  a  greedy  mistress ;  and  the 
monarch  who  woos  her  ought  to  have  few  other 
fitvourites.  F(»tmiately  for  England,  Nicholas 
has  many  other  rapacious  claimants  for  his  golden 
sands.  A  numerous  army  to  support ;  an  ex- 
pensive and  harassing  war  in  the  Caucasus,  from 
which  he  would  willingly,  yet  dare  not  for 
shame,  recede ;  the  most  numerous  and  not 
the  worst-paid  diplomatic  corps  in  Christendom ; 
agents,  informers — spies  if  you  will — handsomely 
pensioned  at  every  court  of  Europe,  and  through- 
out the  whole  East ;  these  are  some  of  the  other 
favourites  maintained  by  the  emperor  ;  all  of  them 
rapacious  enough  to  leave  little  for  a  service  that 
uoiHls  80  much  to  keep  it  even  in  any  degree  of 
ri^spoctability.  "  I  will  not  stop/*  such  is  said  to 
U'  his  boast,  '*  until  Russia  has  a  hundred  sail  of 
the  line  in  the  Baltic ;"  but  all  impartial  foreigners 
>fcho  have  been  in  Russia,  and  who  have  taken  the 
nvublo  to  inquire  into  these  matters,  instead  of 
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dreading  that  he  will  be  able  to  increase  his  fleet 
to  this  unheard-of  extent^  greatly  doubt  whether 
he  can  long  be  able  to  keep  up  even  the  present 
number  of  ships. 

Nor  is  it  by  foreigners  alone  that  this  opinion  is 
entertained ;  by  none  are  the  emperor^s  naval 
projects  more  loudly  condemned,  than  by  en- 
lightened Russians.  In  the  bosom  of  the  senate 
itself,  among  his  wannest  friends  and  ablest 
advisers,  his  fancies  about  making  Russia  more 
formidable  at  sea,  are  most  unequivocally  opposed. 
Nothing  is  more  common  at  St.  Petersburg,  than 
to  hear  that  all  the  ministers  condemn  the  fleet,  as 
a  mere  wasteful  toy. 

Even  those  who  found  their  arguments,  or 
their  fears,  about  the  ability  of  Russia  to 
keep  up  and  to  increase  such  a  fleet,  on  the 
alleged  increase  of  her  revenues,  must  admit, 
that  if  the  public  income  has  improved — a  fact 
which  cannot  be  denied — the  public  expenditure 
also  has  more  than  doubled  within  a  few  years. 
To  continue  his  fleet,  therefore,  the  imperial  ma- 
gician must  And  some  other  El  Dorado  besides  his 
Siberian  one ;  he  will  wave  his  wand  for  many  a 
day,  before  ships  can  be  evoked  without  more 
vulgar  aid. 

Admitting  that,  from  the  small  amount  of  the 
public  debt,  he  must  always  have  a  much  larger 


384  THE    RUSSIAN   NAVY. 

proportionate  share  of  free  revenue  than  England, 
yet,  in  justice  to  other  departments,  little  more 
can  be  spent  in  the  dockyards  than  is  at  present 
done.  It  is  even  said  that  the  fleet  has  already 
drained  the  treasury  to  such  a  low  ebb^  that — alas  t 
for  all  believers  in  the  teeming  fertility  of  his 
fabled  sands  I — the  emperor  would  fain  try  a  more 
common  species  of  alchemy — that  of  charming 
money  from  the  Jews  of  Hamburg  and  Amster- 
dam. In  plainer  terms,  it  is  thought  that,  raise  it 
where  he  may,  he  must  soon  have  recourse  to  a 
new  loan,  and  that  the  attempt  would  have  been 
made  before  now,  had  not  the  first  proposals  been 
unfavourably  received  among  the  great  capitalists 
of  Europe. 

So  much  for  the  fears  which  England  needs  to 
entertain,  about  the  projected  increase  of  the 
Russian  navy.  As  to  the  ships  already  built, 
however,  it  is  but  fair  to  confess  that,  so  far  as 
mere  look  goes,  few  ships  of  any  nation  can  sur- 
pass them.  We  not  only  saw  them  under  sail  at 
sea,  when  they  seemed  to  do  their  work  most 
beautifully,  but,  two  days  after,  we  lay  alongside 
the  largest  of  them,  off  Cronstadt,  when  they 
returned  to  be  laid  up  for  the  winter;  and  ,in  spite 
of  their  irregular  look, — some  being  high,  somelow 
on  the  water,  some  having  round  and  some  square 
stems, — ^presenting  specimens,  in  fact,  of  all  the 
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different  plans  suggested  within  the  last  thirty 
years, — on  both  occasions  we  were  forced  to  admire 
their  general  appearance.  But,  huge  as  they 
seemed,  though  their  lofty  sides  loomed  above  our 
little  bark,  like  those  of  a  mountain,  and  the  men 
in  the  shrouds  dwindled  away  to  the  size  of  crows, 
still,  considering  all  the  circumstances  which 
came  under  our  observation,  we  saw  little  to  make 
us  fear  for  the  consequences  of  a  quarrel  with 
Russia.  However  well  ships  may  look  in  port, 
their  value  in  action  depends  on  the  men  ;  and  in 
the  Russian  sailors  we  discovered  nothing  that 
would  entitle  them  to  be  compared  for  a  moment 
with  ours.  Of  mere  bone  and  muscle  they  have 
abundance ;  being,  in  general,  stout,  well-made 
fellows :  but  they  want  life  and  activity.  They 
move  about,  as  stiff  and  prim  as  recruits  obeying 
the  drill-sergeant ;  and  they  sit  down  to  the  oar 
with  the  agility  of  Dutchmen  going  to  climb  a 
stair.  Their  gray  jackets  and  whalebone  stocks 
are  not  the  only  differences  between  them  and  our 
sailors  :  instead  of  the  free,  care-nought  look  of  the 
British  tar,  the  Russian  has  a  quiet  subdued 
manner.  He  is  more  like  the  slave  chained  to  the 
oar  of  the  ancient  galley,  than  the  modem  sailor 
with  a  home  to  fight  for.  He  looks  as  if  going 
through  a  task,  not  an  occupation  ;  as  if  working 
because  the  lash  is  over  him ;  doing  something 
VOL.  I.  2  c 
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thai  *K'.:  '  this  disrrraceful  exhibition.  If  those 
wuu  L  inmand  them  be  firm,  Russians  will  stand 
till  ili -ir  last  shot  is  fired. 

Wo  had  a  remarkable  testimony  to  their  sub- 
uii>-ivoness,   from   Admiral  Krusenstem,   at   St. 
l*otcrsburg.     When  this  distinguished  officer  was 
preparing  for  his  voyage  round  the  world,  he  said, 
tlio  Emperor  Alexander  authorized  him  to  select 
the   men   best   suited   to   his   purpose,    from   all 
nations,  and  at  any  expense ;  but,  wishing  that  the 
merit  or  failure  of  the  enterprise  should  be  ex- 
clusively Russian,  the  admiral  took  none  but  his 
own  countrymen ;  and  out  of  a  numerous  crew, 
he  found  it  necessary  to  punish  only  a  single 
individual  during  the  whole  two  years  he  was 
away.     Every  thing  he   proposed — short  allow- 
ance, change  of  diet,  additional  duty — ^was  cheer- 
fully  submitted   to;    a   docility  which   drew   his 
attention   more  forcibly,   from   his   having   often 
known   English   sailors — ^with  whom  he   is   well 
acquainted,  in  consequence  of  having  served  six 
years  in  our  navy — ^murmur  for  much  more  frivo- 
lous reasons.     A  man  who  has  seen  the  marines 
drawn  out  to  quell  a  mutiny  got  up  in  conse- 
quence of  a  diminution  of  grog,  recommended  by 
the  doctor  during  the  prevalence  of  a  dangerous 
disease  on   some   part  of  the   East -India  coast, 
could   not  but  be  struck  by  the  readiness  with 
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I  tit  or  entering  the  sea^service,  they  con- 
id  be  drilknl  in  military  fashion,  during  the 
:ir  eight  months  which  they  spend  in  harbour 
TV  year.  Little  wonder,  then,  that  they  should 
!>o  so  unskilful  when  they  do  get  out  to  sea  for  a 
month  or  two.  The  clumsy  way  in  which  we 
saw  some  things  done  by  the  crews  of  their  very 
finest  ships,  would  not  have  been  tolerated  on  a 
Berwick  smack.  They  are  so  Httle  accustomed  to 
saltwater,  that  officers  and  men  lose  their  presence 
of  mind  when  the  slightest  difficulty  occurs.  The 
breeze,  during  the  few  days  we  were  near  them, 
would  not  have  frightened  a  Margate  fishing-boat ; 
yet  such  is  their  inexperience,  that  a  very  fine 
ship  was  run  ashore  firom  mismanagement,  just  as 
if  there  had  been  a  hurricane. 

We  were  the  less  surprised  at  such  an  occur- 
rence, when  told  that  many  of  the  men  sent  with 
the  fleet  on  the  occasion,  had  never  once  been  at 
sea  before.      In  fiu^t,  the  greatest  disadvantage 
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unpopularity  now  alluded  to.  We  had  heard  that 
he  was  beloved  by  the  lower  classes, — by  the  great 
mass  of  the  army,  as  well  as  of  the  nation, — and 
found  that  he  really  is  so.  But  we  had  not  been 
loug  in  Russia  before  we  discovered  that,  to  say 
the  least,  there  is  no  liking  towards  him  in  the  class 
just  named.  Nor  can  it  be  wondered  at ;  for, 
generally  speaking,  none  hut  noblemen  are  officers, 
and  it  cannot  be  expected,  that,  if  they  have  the 
sliffhtest  spark  of  the  feehng  becoming  their  sta- 
tion, they  can  forget  insults  like  those  above  men- 
tioned. They  may  not  seek  to  revenge  it  at  the 
tirae,  but  assuredly  it  rankles  in  the  bosom  for 
some  future  day  ;  while  even  those  who  have  never 
been  thus  treated,  sympathize  with  their  com- 
panions, from  the  mere  possibility  of  being  them- 
selves similarly  punished,    for  an    equally  trivial 


On  this  point,  the  emperor  em*  even  with  hi» 
young  naval  cadets.  He  is  extremely  tbnd  of 
them,  making  them  often  come  to  tlie  palace  of 
I'ctcrhof,  and  there  playing  all  kinds  of  follies  willi 
them.  Sometimea  he  amuses  himself  with  making 
them  run  into  the  lake  to  charge  old  Neptune,  or 
Samson  and  his  lion  ;  promising  a  reward  to  thoso 
who  shall  first  get  on  the  giant's  shoulden — in 
which  position  they  arc  forced  to  remain  till  tliey 
shiver  with  i-old  and  wet.     .Sometime)*  he  run*. 
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wrestles,  and  leaps  with  them ;  and  then,  with  a 
flock  of  them  round  hun,  allows  the  urchins  to  pull 
him  about,  leap  on  his  back,  and  use  every  famili- 
arity with  him,  exclaiming  to  some  newly-caught 
simpleton  from  France  (or  England  ?)  beatified  at 
such  amiable  condescension  in  one  whom  he  had 
always  heard  spoken  of  as  a  gloomy  tyrant,  **  See 
how  my  children  love  me  1'*  All  of  which  goes  on 
delightfully,  till  a  luckless  httle  man,  in  the  excess 
of  his  mirth,  forgetting  how  dangerous  it  is  to  be 
familiar  with  autocrats,  does  something  or  other 
that  rouses  the  true  lion,  and  in  a  moment  the 
complacent  speech  is  changed  to  **  Go  to  the 
black-hole^  sirl" — or  perhaps  some  more  degrading 
punishment  is  inflicted. 

When  we  found  that  the  emperor  treats  officers, 
and  those  intended  for  that  rank,  so  capriciously, 
it  did  not  surprise  us  to  hear  that  the  common 
sailor  is  subjected  to  a  system  of  discipline  which 
all  acquainted  with  it  condemn,  as  most  unneces- 
sarily cruel.  The  smallest  fault  is  punished  with 
barbarous  severity.  If  Nicholas  should  urge  the 
example  of  other  navies  as  an  excuse  for  his 
method^  the  plea  will  not  be  admissible  ;  for  there 
are  nations  with  whom  severity  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, while  with  the  Russian,  mildness  will  go 
much  further  than  harshness.  Some  may  wonder 
at  the  statement,  but  it  is  not  the  less  true,   that 
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until  made  so  by  the  system  in  their  army  and 
navy,  the  Russians  are  by  no  means  savage. 
There  never  was  a  people  more  sensible  to  kind- 
ness. Use  them  well,  and  any  thing  may  be 
made  of  them. 

In  short,  the  emperor's  system  with  his  navy 
is  a  mixture  of  severity  and  childishness,  as  the 
facts  just  stated  fully  show.  Of  the  childishness, 
however,  another  specimen  may  be  given. 

The  old  boat  in  which  the  naval  propensities  of 
Peter  the  Great  were  first  hatched,  is,  it  seems, 
still  preserved  with  great  veneration,  in  the  citadel 
of  St.  Petersburg.  The  Russians  have  not  gone 
quite  so  far  as  to  build  a  temple  to  it,  as  the 
ancients  would  have  done,  but  they  have  chris- 
tened it  "  Grandfather  of  the  fleet,"  and  treat  it 
with  honours  little  short  of  divine.  A  day  or  two 
before  we  reached  the  capital,  this  crazy  concern 
had  been  removed  with  much  solemnity  fi*om  its 
place  of  rest ;  and,  by  way  of  worthily  celebra- 
ting the  centenary  of  Peter,  Father  of  the  Rus- 
sian navy,  this  venerable  grandpapa  was  carried 
round  the  whole  fleet  on  a  steamboat,  which 
paused  at  each  ship,  until  officers  and  men  had 
saluted  its  precious  freight  with  the  same  honours 
as  they  would  have  shown  to  the  illustrious  Peter 
himself.  This  glorious  act  of  the  emperor's  patri- 
otism, this  proof  of  his  reverence  for  all  that  con- 


3!^  SPLENDID   SHIP. 

cenis  the  national  glory,  was  loudly  sung  in  the 
iMfwspapers ;  nothing  but  eulogies  and  exclama- 
tions were  to  be  heard  for  a  week  together ;  whik 
the  good  effect  to  be  produced  on  the  spirit  of  the 
navy,  by  the  sight  of  such  a  glorious  relic,  it  was 
beyond  the  power  even  of  imperial  flatterers  to 
calculate.     No  man  of  sense,   however,  could  see 
any  good  effect  the  mummery  would  have,  beyond 
that  of  making  the  men  laugh  at  such  childish 
weakness  on  the  part  of  their  master, — ^who  thinks 
to  surprise  the  world  by  these  coups-de-thedtrej 
but,  like  other  theatrical  people,  sometimes  excites 
ridicule  where  he  reckoned  on  applause.       Peter 
himself  appears  to  have  begun  this  folly, — having 
once  honoured  the  marvellous  boat  with  something 
of  a  similar  triumph,   and  given  it  the  imposing 
title  which  it  still  bears. 

The  emperor  has  done  more  for  his  navy  than 
will  be  done  by  this  holiday  work,  by  the  resolu- 
tion lately  adopted ;  that,  for  the  future,  no  green 
tauiber  shall  be  employed  in   the  imperial  dock- 
Niards«       The   Russians    have   paid  dear  for  the 
f>%»:>^u,  but  are  henceforth  to  take  time  to  build, 
lihi  jfcTe  to  use  only  seasoned  materials.     On  this 
ii>act^c  it  is,  that  they  have  recently  constructed 
^Mfi  ^  undoubtedly  one  of  the  finest  ships  in  the 
^0^  -ihe  Russia^  of  130  guns,  the  skeleton  of 
^Iu4*^  4fi  the  time  of  our  visit,  was  to  be  seen  in 
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the  splendid  dry-dock,  lately  built  in  St  Peters- 
burg^, at  an  expense  of  1 ,600,000  roubles(64,000^). 
This  ship  is  on  Sir  W.  Symond's  plan,  and  mea- 
sures 206  feet  long,  by  57  wide.  Formerly  she 
would  have  been  hurried  up  in  a  season  or  two  ; 
but,  under  better  advice,  four  or  five  years  have 
been  employed  in  finishing  her.  On  expressing 
our  wonder  how  such  a  huge  ship  could  be  floated 
out  to  sea  across  the  bar  of  the  Neva,  where  they 
can  never  calculate  on  more  than  eleven  feet  of 
water  at  the  very  utmost,  we  were  shown  contri- 
vances still  more  huge — camelSf  as  they  are  called^ 
which  have  long  been  used  with  great  success,  for 
floating  new  ships  down  to  Crpnstadt,  where  the 
carcases  are  rigged  and  completed  for  sea.  There 
can  be  little  advantage,  however,  in  building  at 
St.  Petersburg,  the  expense  of  these  machines 
being  enormous :  one  thousand  men  must  labour 
at  least  ten  days,  before  a  ship  of  great  size  can  be 
launched  with  them.  Peter  had  a  good  reason  for 
building  his  ships  in  the  heart  of  the  capital,  for 
his  city  was  peopled  by  hordes  who  had  never 
heard  of  a  fleet,  nor  of  the  sea ;  and  he  wished  to 
familiarize  them  to  the  sight  of  ships.  This  reason 
exists  no  longer;  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Peters- 
burg know  very  well  that  there  is  a  navy,  the 
emperor  taking  good  care  to  remind  them  fre- 
quently of  the  fact,  by  a  rejoicing  for  Tchesme,  or 
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NaTarino,  the  latter  of  which  was  commemo 
while  we  were  in  Russia,  by  a  sham-fight, 
grand  display  of  fireworks  at  Tzarkoie-Celo,  ^ 
e?ery  soldier  was  compelled  to  subscribe  ten  i 
pocket-money,  for  the  gunpowder  to  be  use< 
the  glorious  occasion  I 

As  to  Tchesme,  the  Russians  forget  whj 
would  have  been  without  the  young  ofiicer  : 
Fifeshire,  who  planned  and  executed  the  sch 
for  burning  the  Turkish  fleet ;  and  that  the  I 
lish  had  any  thing  at  all  to  do  with  Navarino, 
probably  long  since  been  forgotten  by  the  I 
sians,  in  order  to  keep  their  allies,  the  Prussi 
in  countenance  ;  who  are  trying  to  forget  that 
British  troops  had  any  share  in  the  victorj 
Waterloo. 

Great  care  is  now  taken  also  to  remedy  anol 

detect,  under  which  the  Russian  navy  has  hithi 

laboured  —  the    want    of   good    native    o&o 

Lii^vad  of  employing  foreigners,    Russians 

:iOw  tinuued  for  the  higher  branches  of  the  ser^ 

u  ^Iw  Cadet  schools,  where  every  attention  is  p 

•i  'heir  education.      One  of  the  schools   is 

'4v<ii  gHigineers,  in  which  300  pupils  are  educat 

mi,  iw  other  for  officers  of  the  Une,  contain 

K  WHer  of  these  is  one  of  the  most  intere 
^    ,ttM*b^  111  the  capital,  and  forms  one  of 
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handsomest  ornaments  of  the  Quay  of  the  Vassilii- 
Ostroff.  As  we  are  not  aware  that  any  account 
has  been  given  of  this  institution,  we  shall  men-* 
tion  some  facts  concerning  it,  noted  down  after  a 
very  instructive  visit  which  we  paid  to  it,  in  com- 
pany  with  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  experienced 
officers  in  the  Russian  navy.  They  will  show 
what  pains  are  now  taken  in  Russia  with  the  edu« 
cation  of  naval  officers. 

The  College  of  Naval  Cadets,  then,  is  the  pet 
institution  of  the  emperor,  who  visits  it  at  all  sea- 
sons and  at  all  hours.  He  comes  upon  the  masters 
unannounced  and  unexpected.  Nothing  escapes 
his  eye.  He  has  sometimes  dropped  upon  them 
at  midnight^  and  gone  through  the  sleeping- 
rooms,  to  see  that  the  youths  were  comfortable.  It 
is  conducted  by  the  venerable  Krusenstem,  than 
whom  the  emperor  has  not  a  more  devoted  servant 
in  his  dominions  ;  and  he  seems  fully  sensible  of 
his  merit,  honouring  him  with  much  of  his  confi- 
dence and  regard. 

The  cadets  being  absent  on  their  annual  cruise 
at  the  time  of  our  visit,  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
visiting  the  whole  of  the  building,  and  have  never 
seen  any  place  of  the  kind  in  such  high  order ; 
which  surprised  us  less,  as  in  Russia  every  public 
institution  is  kept  with  a  cleanliness  and  a  care 
unexampled  in  other  countries.     AU  the  rooms 
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are  painted  aneir  emj  ] 

comfiirtaUe,   and  tlie  pabfic  ooes 

The  emperor^s  own  soot  are  not  bec&er  lo^gc*^ 

cared  fer  than  Aese  Toudis*     Tlie  tobv 

fOiiietiiDes  come  to  plaj  widi  thee  ruliiie 

ers ;  which  they  are  enabled  to  do  mitli  bor  fae- 

(kMn,  firom  the  circimistaDoe  that  none  are  MhrntttA 

to  the  coDege  but  Tonths  of  lu^Ms  ^fixmi/f  :  mA 

are  Russian  prejudices  even  in  the  present  6aj ! 

The  pupik  are  generally  from  ten  to  fifteen 
years  of  age ;  only  a  few  are  as  old  as  seventeeo. 
Besides  being  carefnlly  trained  in  aD  the  brandies 
more  immediately  connected  with  their  professioo, 
they  are  instructed  in  foreign  langu^es.  There 
are  not  fewer  than  seventy  teachers,  nnder  whoa 
the*  inmatcH  arc  arranged  in  five  divisions,  accord- 
ing to  age.  At  the  end  of  five  years'  attendance^ 
Htudciits  arc  permitted  to  enter  the  navy,  as  officers 
of  the  lowcHt  class.  As  many  as  seven  or  nine, 
however,  of  the  annual  draught, — those  who  show 
capacity  and  feel  inclined, — remain  three  years 
longer  in  the  college  ;  at  the  end  of  which  time 
they  may  enter  the  service  as  lieutenants,  while 
those  first  sent  away  must  serve  five  years  to 
obtain  that  rank.  When  the  three  additional 
years  have  expired,  these,  the  more  talented  cadets, 
iare  also  an  option  to  study  three  years  more  (six 
M^jod  the  general  term)  at   the  University  of 
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Dorpat,    under  the  most  eminent  professors   in 
Russia. 

The  object  of  these  exceptions  is  most  wise,  it 
being  intended  thereby  to  secure  to  the  country 
the  full  benefit  that  may  arise  from  the  encourage- 
ment of  youths  of  extraordinary  promise.  No  one 
is  forced  to  continue  his  studies  beyond  the  first 
period;  indeed,  every  thing  here  is  voluntary, 
great  attention  being  paid  to  the  genius  and  dis- 
position of  each  individual.  No  one  is  expected 
to  follow  languages  or  geometry,  unless  he  has  a 
particular  turn  for  them.  On  mere  professional 
branches,  however,  there  is  great  strictness ;  the 
examinations,  especially  in  mathematics,  being 
very  severe  and  impartial. 

Attention  being  paid  to  the  practical  as  weU  as 
the  theoretical  departments  of  nautical  knowledge, 
one  of  the  rooms  contains  a  smart  frigate,  fully 
rigged  and  equipped,  of  such  a  size  that  the 
youths  of  ten  can  climb  and  reef  upon  it  with 
perfect  ease.  Even  the  mechanical  branches  of 
ship-building  are  not  neglected;  for  in  one  vast 
apartment  the  plans  of  men-of-war  are  chalked  on 
the  black  floor ;  and  in  the  end  of  the  beautiful 
dining-room,  preparations  were  being  made  to 
build  a  miniature  man-of-war :  a  hall  of  goodly 
dimensions  the  reader  may  suppose  it  to  be,  when 
it  permits  the  scafiblding  for  a  ship  50  feet  long 
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and  Hi  broad,  to  be  raised  in  it,  without  appear* 
ing  to  be  at  all  diminished  by  so  large  a  piece  of 
furniture.  The  model  was  first  built  and  rigged  in 
the  imperial  dockyard,  and  then  sent  in  separate 
portions  to  the  college.  When  finished  by  one 
set,  it  is  taken  to  pieces,  and  built  again  by 
another.  The  work  was  to  be  commenced  in 
November,  when  the  heir-apparent  himself,  we 
believe,  bore  a  hand  in  the  work^  as  well  became 
the  prince  destined  for  the  post  of  High-admiral 
of  Russia.  At  present,  the  emperor  is  Admiral 
of  the  young  Cadets,  and  during  the  three  or 
four  months  which  they  spend  at  sea  every  sum- 
mer, their  ship  is  fi^quently  ordered  to  lie  off 
Peterhof,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
exercising  them  in  person.  But  they  also  make 
more  distant  cruises,  which  occasionally  extend  as 
far  as  Stockholm  and  Copenhagen. 

This  institution  existed  before  the  time  of 
Nicholas ;  but  he  has  given  it  new  life.  So  mi- 
nute are  the  pains  he  takes  with  it,  that  he  often 
examines  the  trial-papers  himself^  and  with  great 
care,  in  order  to  settle  a  disputed  point  of  merit. 
Those  who  distinguish  themselves  he  invites  to 
visit  his  son,  four  or  five  at  a  time,  on  Saturday  or 
Sunday  afternoon.  On  his  visits  of  inspection, 
every  nook  is  looked  into ;  larder,  kitchen,  linen- 
room, — ^from  the  porch  to  the  garret,  all  must  be 
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seen.  When  accompanied  by  his  brother,  the 
Grand-duke  Michael,  or  any  strangers  of  distinc- 
tion, he  often  commands  a  boy  to  strip  on  the 
spot,  to  convince  them  that  the  dress  and  habits 
of  the  pupils  are  not  neglected.  This,  to  be  sure, 
is  treating  nobles  with  little  ceremony ;  something 
as  children  do  dolls  and  puppy-dogs:  but  in 
Russia,  nobles,  as  well  as  mooziks,  were  made  for 
the  emperor's  amusement. 

Hospital,  class-rooms,  sleeping-rooms,  are  all 
kept  with  exemplary  nicety.  The  Museum  con- 
tains a  most  instructive  collection  of  curiosities 
from  the  South  Sea,  plans,  nautical  and  astro- 
nomical instruments,  models  of  ships,  steamboats, 
&c.  In  the  library,  we  were  struck  by  the  im- 
mense preponderance  of  English  books ;  and  the 
explanation  was,  that  all  the  pupils  are  most  care- 
fully instructed  in  that  language. 

The  whole  annual  expenditure  of  Russia,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Baltic  fleet,  including  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  institution  now  spoken  of^  and  those 
for  engineers,  pilots,  &c.,  as  well  as  the  cost  of 
labour  in  the  dockyards,  is  said  to  be  23,000,000 
of  roubles,  or  920,000/.  sterhng.  The  annual  out- 
lay  on  account  of  the  Black  Sea  fleet,  is  estimated 
at  1 6,000,000  of  roubles,  or  640,000/. ;  together 
making  the  whole  navy-budget  of  the  empire 
1,560,000/. 

VOL.  I.  2d 
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We  have  been  thus  prolix  in  stating'  some  pv- 
ticulars  regarding  the  Rosnan   navy,   fitm  At 
immense  importance  of  the  subject  at  tiie  present 
moment.     There  is  no  point  to  whid  the  attea- 
tion  of  our  public  men  ought  to  be  more  anxioodj 
directed ;   for,   of  all  nations,   England   is  mod 
interested    in   watching    the    naval    progieas  of 
Russia;  and  she  is  notoriously  the  only  one  of 
which,  as  a  naval  power^  the  emperor  stands  the 
least  in  awe.     This  was  well  proved  by  what  hap- 
pened in  1836.     When  rumours  came  ont  in  die 
spring  of  that  year,  that  the  Baltic  fleet  was  pie- 
paring  for  a  much  more  distant  cruise  dian  had 
been  attempted  in  former  summers,  the  ministers 
of  some  of  the  continental  powers,  residing  at  the 
court  of  St.  Petersburg,  ventured  to  state  to  the 
government   that  it  would  be  necessary  to  give 
their  sovereigns  some  explanation  of  the  objects 
contemplated  by  such  an  expedition.     But  these 
notices  were   ineffectual.     Preparations  at  Cron- 
stadt  still  went  on  as  actively  as  ever.     All  this 
time  England  bad  been  silent.     At  last,  backed 
by  the  sentiments  so  strongly  manifested  in  Par- 
liament during  the  warm  discussions  on  Russian 
affairs,    Lord  Durham   interfered.      A  hint   was 
given  —  only  a  hint  —  that  unless  the  Russian 
government  would  distinctly  state  that,  in  fitting 
out  such   a  powerful  fleet,  they  had  no  object 
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beyond  the  usual  summer  cruise — in  fact,  that  they 
were  not  to  go  beyond  the  Baltic — ^hammers  would 
also  soon  be  heard  in  the  English  dockyards.  The 
hint  was  sufficient ;  for  Russia  is  never  ashamed  to 
retreat  when  it  is  not  quite  convenient  to  advance ; 
she  cautiously  **  bides  her  time.''  But  if  she,  for 
the  moment,  relaxed  her  preparations,  and  changed 
her  plans,  because  the  English  ambassador  spoke 
out,  she  will  find  another  opportunity  for  accom- 
plishing her  views,  whatever  they  may  be.  Not 
next  year,  perhaps,  nor  the  one  after  that,  nor, 
probably,  for  several  years  to  come ;  but  some 
year  not  very  far  hence,  when  no  Lord  Durham  shall 
be  in  the  way,  Russia  will  steal  gently  out ;  and, 
when  we  see  so  many  huge  ships  sailing  down  the 
channel,  we  shall  rub  our  eyes  in  wonder,  inno- 
cently asking,  **  What  has  England  been  doing  all 
the  time  these  were  getting  ready  ? '' 

Such  at  least  was  the  question  which  we  re- 
peatedly put,  on  seeing  the  Russian  fleet,  not  in 
prints  where  we  had  often  seen  it  already,  but  in 
life  and  vigour,  decked  out  in  all  the  grim  array 
of  battle ;  and,  what  should  not  be  forgotten, 
manned  with  crews  who,  though  they  have  not 
any  great  love  for  a  searlife,  would  yet  a  thousand 
times  prefer  a  life  of  action,  whatever  it  were,  to 
the  lazy  boywork  of  Cronstadt  harbour,  and  the 
tiresome  bit  of  water  round  it.     Without  adopting 
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3t  tfliperor's  exaggerati-rc-  that  they  are  " 
:;t  ''^th  zeal  to  show  the  warid  that  the  Ri 
-iuor  can  fight  with  the  hem^isin   of  the  Ri 
siidier/*  there  can  be  do  doubt  that  they  y 
viilingly  abandon  their  inglorious  ease.      It  si 
liiso  be  borne  in  mind  that,  however  inferioi 
Russian  mav  be  to  the  British  sailor,   he  is  s 
:uu^  fellow  to  deal  with  when  roused.      He 
want  science,  but  he  has  brute  force   enou^ 
jidke  his  enemy  respect  him ;  and  what  we  s 
rbtj  individual,  may  be  extended  to   the   ma 
rheir  naval  force.     It  is  inferior  to  that  of  En^ 
u  ruaiiy  most  important  respects ;   but,   retui 
:u  the  point  already  urged,  it  is  still   formic 
'wui   its   mere   bulk,    its  physical  tceight, 
Meters  must  indeed  be  badly  managed,   if  si 
%tfijj[hc  of  metal  as  Russia  now  possesses,   si: 
•vi  :ell  in  action.      It  is  true  that  the  ships  a 
^«a  »uly  a  few  months  every  year,  and  that,  du 
atiir  :ong  winter,    the  men  forget  much  of  ^ 
:i^%  'wd  learnt ;  but  Russia  was  formidable  at 
a  her  ships  were  manned  merely  with  be 
ufti  fn^m  the  forest  and  the  plough. 
^>  V^  dangerous  now  that  her  ships  are  f 
ucu  who,   however   far   below   English 
s^lors,  are  yet  more  regularly  trained 
s.  ever  were  before  ? 
•  Russians  may  do  under   the    most 
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favourable  circumstancesy  was  strikingly  shown  in 
the  engagement  between  them  and  the  Swedes, 
in  1788.     The  empress  had  been  trusting  to  the 
usual  foreign  supplies  to  man  her  fleet ;  but  on 
this  occasion,  both  England  and  Holland  refused 
to  allow  their   subjects  to  enlist  in   her  service. 
The   war  at    last  broke   out   so   suddenly,   that 
Admiral   Greig  had  no   other  resource  than  to 
hurry  numerous  levies  of  raw  peasants  on  board 
his  ships,  and  put  to  sea  as  fast  as  possible,  with 
only  one  regular  seaman  to  seven  who  had  never 
heard  a  shot  fired.     His  fleet,  consisting  of  seven* 
teen  sail  of  the  line,  soon  came  in  sight  of  the 
enemy's  squadron,  which  was  commanded  by  the 
Duke  of  Sudermania^  and  consisted  of  fifteen  line^ 
of-battle  ships,  all  manned  with  veteran  seamen, 
ranking  among  the  best  in  Europe.      Knowing 
how  the  crews  of  his  enemy  were  composed,  the 
Swedish  admiral  made  sure  of  an  easy  victory,  and 
gave  battle  under  very  disadvantageous  circum^ 
stances,  in  a  perfect  calm^  where  superior  seaman- 
ship could  be  of  no  use.     In  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the   action,   five  of  the   largest   of  the 
Russian  ships  took  to  flight :  yet  such  was  the 
steadiness  of  the  remaining  crews,  that  the  Swedes, 
after  a  well-fought  battle,  were  forced  to  retire 
before  a  fleet  now  inferior  in  number,  leaving  their 
vice-admiral  prisoner. 
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1.5        v—cii  public  att4en:::c.  n  Lii^iani 

*      •.:-!i!*L — namely,  the  adva:::>ige  wru'ji 

»v  '-fjr  jidifferently  trained,  and  weipi 

--■1  xben  unskilfully   used,   can  g:T^* 

::^r  experienced  foe.     If  such  thinrf 

.   ?y  men  who  had  to  be  trained  qfie* 

z     .:  J'^crd,  surely  the  Russians  have  d:«: 

^  ■unnidable   now  that    they  have  s: 

•'ii>;inas  r^ffularly  bred  to  the  sea.      Evei 

tr-     ::e  worst  sailors  in  the  world,    whici 

.     r     '.t:,   liitfv  ire  now  numerous  enough  U 

■:r:    rr.cdest  foe  of  all  right  to  despise 

,'  '£2;^-and  then  bestir  herself:  she  has 

...    ::,   V   ^"i^  when  fairly  roused ;   but   "  this  is 

^  :.■■«    nisizess  ;**  with  such   an   enemv  it  is 

,.  ■.     •   >:  rady  than  to  wait  for  warning. 

-^    -•••!>;:  government  must  not  allow  itself  to 

.     *.  .  ?■;   >v  the   smooth  words  of  the   Tzar. 

i.    .,     V*    !« '*  attempting  to  persuade  the  world 

.^.    r    !;>  !'*  evil  intentions  towards  us.     But 

rb%i   >5<;^-'^v^  are  glaringly  at  variance  with  his 

^^^   -  '^-     -  •»-*  i^  be  denied,  that  so  long  ago  as 

r    tr  ^'  ■     •  N  vtember  last,  he  ordered  ships  to 

.    ^,.;    t-    f    i  in  the  dockyards  of  England 

..  j,v   4-.,    TiRS  he   not   given   instructions  that 

v^  v-u   ■.:^'^  ^^  b^  purchased  for  him  in  our 

UK  '■■•*    '"'  ''^^'  -^     '^  ^  ^'  spring?     Surely 
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such  demonstrations  warrant,  at  least,  precau- 
tionary steps  on  the  part  of  England.  A  leading 
member  of  the  Radical  party  has  been  known  to 
say  that,  were  they  in  office,  the  first  thing  they 
should  do  would  be  to  take  possession  of  the 
Sound.  But,  without  going  this  length,  the  most 
pusillanimous  must  see  that  England  is  called 
upon,  if  she  has  any  regard  for  her  own  security, 
to  keep  a  fleet  of  observation  at  sea,  when  the 
Baltic  squadron  again  sails  on  its  pretended  annual 
cruise. 

England  ought  also  to  look  well  to  the  state  of 
her  relations  with  Denmark,  and  endeavour,  by 
every  means,  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding 
with  a  power  whose  friendship  will  be  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  the  event  of  a  war.  During 
a  recent  visit  to  Copenhagen,  we  were  sorry  to 
hear  from  all  men  of  experience,  of  every  shade  of 
opinion,  that  England  has  been  completely  sup- 
planted by  Russia  at  the  Danish  court. 

When  the  emperor  and  his  advocates  allege  that 
it  is  not  against  us  that  his  immense  navy  has  been 
created,  one  may  be  allowed  to  ask.  Against 
whom,  then,  has  it  been  built  ?  Are  there  pirates 
to  be  put  down  in  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia  ?  or  have 
the  fishermen  of  Stralsund  all  of  a  sudden  become 
warlike  ?  Where,  in  sober  earnestness,  has  he  a 
single  foe  to  dread,  from  the  Neva  to  the  Sound  ? 
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Or  win  he   say  that  it  is  to  prepare  his  navd 
offices  Ibr  conquest  akmg  the  shores  of  the  Bahie^ 
that  he  is  at  such  pains  in  teaching*  all  of  them  to 
speak  English  ?     Xav,  it  if  against  England^  and 
England  alone,  that,  in  the  midst  of  profound  peaces 
aod  with  the  words  of  peace  on  his  lips,  he  \m 
been  preparing  for  war  these  ten  years  past.    Fcmd 
though  he  be  of  show,  he  is  not  child  enough  to 
have  made  all   this  outlay  without  having  some 
serious  end  in  view  ;  and  that  end  he  hopes  to 
accomplish  the  more  securely,  because  he  knows 
he  can  reckon  on  the  aid  of  supporters  as  eager 
for  our  downfall  as   he  can  be.     No  one  knows 
bettor  than  Nicholas  that  we  have  but  one  steady 
ally  on  the  continent — Austria ;  which,  fortunately, 
if  it  be  our  only  constant  friend,  is  also  the  very 
power  whose  support  will  be  most  valuable  in  the 
crisis  which  may  not  now  be  far  distant.     France, 
nominally  our  friend,  would  be  the  first  to  abandon 
us.     The  monarch  of  that  powerful  nation  may  be 
honestly  anxious  to  preserve  peace  with  England, 
for  he  is  too  enlightened  not  to  know  the  value  of 
her  friendship  ;   but  he  is  the  only  man  in   his 
dominions  who  wishes  us  well.     For  in  spite  of  all 
that  has  been  said  about  the  extinction  of  national 
\wiudices  in  France,  both  the  ministry,  and,  above 
:he  people  of  that  country,  would  rejoice  to 
:x^  ilay  when  they  can  join  such  an  ally  as 
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Russia,  in  a  crusade  against  the  power  which  they 
'  most  hate ;  and  hate  the  more  bitterly  from  know- 
ing that  it  is  the  power  which  they  have  most 
'   reason  to  fear. 

Once  more,  however,  it  is  not  meant  to  insinu- 
ate that  England  has  any  cause  to  dread  the  result 
of  a  quarrel  with  Russia.     We  have  reason  to  take 
warning  by  the  Tzar's  manifestations ;  we  ought 
not  to  trust  one  moment  to  his  assurances  of  con- 
tinued good-will ;   but  as  to  any  dread  that  Eng- 
land must  succumb  in  the  too  probable  quarrel,  no 
intelligent   man   can  ever  have   seriously  enter- 
tained it.     Russia  has  become  powerful,  but  it  is 
solely  by  the  permission  of  Great  Britain.     She 
has    made    inch-by-inch   conquests;    waged  war 
on    a   petty   scale  with    barbarous    neighbours ; 
but  let  her  once  rouse  the  wrath  of  England,  and 
she  will  then,  for  the  first  time,  feel  what  war  is. 
This  overgrown  foe  would  be  crushed  to  atoms  in 
our  indignation. 

Russia,  with  all  her  seeming  strength,  is  but  a 
shadow  compared  with  England.  True,  her  armies 
are  more  numerous  than  ours ;  but  something  more 
than  brute  force  is  wanted  before  battles  can  be 
won.  Her  fleets,  too,  are  strong;  but  in  three 
short  months  England  can  send  to  sea  a  force  that 
would  sweep  them  from  the  ocean.  Let  Russia  lose 
but  one  great  battle^  and  how  could  she  replace 
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her  seamen  ?    She  has  neither  merchant  crewii  m\ 
a  hardy  race  of  fishermen,  to  fall  back  upon,  to»| 
pair  her  losses ;  and  the  raw  levies  of  peanti 
from  the  interior,  above  described,  would  soqd  k 
required  for  service  of  a  difierent  kind.     In  fret, 
the  numerous  population  of  the  Russian  empire  ii 
a  mere  bugbear.      The   population  of  Engfani, 
though  numerically  not  much  more  than  a  third  of 
that  of  Russia,  virtually  possesses  three  times  ib 
strength.     The  one  is  compact,  and,  consequently, 
available  on  any  sudden  emergency ;  the  other  is 
scattered  over  wastes  so  wide,  that,  in  case  of  any 
unexpected  loss,  months  would  elapse  before  new 
levies  could  be  raised  either  for  the  fleet  or  for  the 
army.     The  population  of  England  is  also  super- 
abundant ;  that  of  Russia  is  so  deficient,   that  the 
demands  of  the   army,    even  in  times  of  peace, 
scarcely  leave  hands  enough  to  till  the  ground. 
Let  the  emperor  withdraw  more  of  the  peasantry, 
and  the  fields  must  be  thrown  out  of  culture — the 
country  becomes  again  a  desert — the  nobles  lose 
their  only  sources  of  income — general  bankruptcy 
ensues — and  the  warlike  monarch  is  left  to  con- 
tend with  domestic,  in    addition  to  his  external 
foes. 

In  short,  those  who  dread  the  power  of  Russia, 
do  not  know  what  Russia  is — a  nation  of  immense, 
but  useless,  because  unwieldy,  power.  There  is  no 


I 


ENGLAND    AND    RUSSIA.  411 

Ufe,  no  healthy  circulation,  throughout  her  giant 
frame.  The  towns,  though  many,  are  not  close 
together,  nor  united  by  hourly  intercourse,  like 
those  of  England.  They  are  hundreds  of  miles 
apart,  and  have  no  common  interest  to  bring  them 
in  contact.  The  inhabitants  of  the  different  towns 
seldom  hear  of,  and  never  see  each  other.  Having 
no  errand  beyond  their  own  gates,  the  citizens  live 
and  die  without  having  been  five  miles  from  home. 
In  short,  the  towns  are  as  distinct  from  each  other 
as  if  they  belonged  to  different  states.  Between 
the  towns  and  the  country  there  is,  if  possible, 
still  less  sympathy  ;  so  that  the  very  circumstance 
which  makes  the  emperor  look  so  formidable  at  a 
distance — namely,  the  extent  of  his  dominions—' 
will  be  found,  when  more  closely  considered,  to  be 
in  reality  a  source  of  weakness. 

As  to  her  steamers,  on  which  Russia  places  so 
much  reliance,  there  are  twenty  ports  in  England, 
any  one  of  which  could  match  them  without  help 
from  government.  At  the  port  of  Hull  alone  more 
steamers  may  be  seen  in  a  single  afternoon  than 
could  be  numbered  on  all  the  Russian  seas  ;  while 
Liverpool  or  Glasgow  could  meet  them  ten  for 
one. 

But  it  is  not  merely  her  deficiency  in  ships  and 
men  that  renders  Russia  unfit  to  cope  with  Eng- 
land :  she  wants  also  that  which  is  of  more  value 


.  liiu   "han   all  her   ?L:rs    and    btzlsz^—jw: 

i::uv  ;    an  e'L:— »tZ":    of  strerir^i  "^iic: 

.  -..-Tai  foes  ::•:  :~f~  overlook,  ii.  f-rrev- 

..?  j:..jitled  ships   ir.i,    as    they  th-iii.  :e- 

.r?  r:;ores. 

I.,    'hen,   with  the   thought    that    T-zz-izi 
iiW  a  war  with  Russia.      The  clamour  £':•:::: 
ivnurable  cast  wiiui"  which  is  to  brinir  le: 
irulivds  to  our  sh.ros — about  their  beir.? 
.  rue  upon  us  bell  ro  we   "  could  be  :d- 
.     .     iieir  havhig  passed  the    Sound"— and 
«    gratitude  which  we  ought  to  feel  to  the 
.  r  iriving  us   "  a  six  months'  respite  by 
CTU   up  in  the   ice  of  Cronstadt,"  —  is 
.^      t'  Englishmen.      Russians    themselves 
.L».  r  when  they  hear  that  England  is  afraid 
rv  all  Russians  know  well,   that,  would 
'.,uid  on  our  guard,  the  emperor  will  not 
.  L,'0  ship  out  of  the  Baltic,  even  when  the 
-auuner  shall  open  its  gates. 
•  ,    rhe   course   required  of  us    is    verv 
.    .»\  ions.    Russia  has  made  preparations 
.^u  as  it  was  her  pleasure,   she  was 
...   o  do ;  let   England  also  make  pre- 
^     :..:  .n\  such  a  scale  as  to  show  that  we 
.  ,     and  the  dismal  clouds  and  the  fore- 
.;    \vhioh  now  fill  the  political  horizon 
.»>slv  awav.     This,  at  all  events. 
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would  be  a  more  dignified  and  a  more  Christian 
line  of  policy,  than  at  once  to  declare  war  against 
Russia,  as  some  amongst  us  have  too  rashly  coun- 
selled. Surely  he  who  urges  his  country  to  war 
forgets  the  evils  which  war  must  bring ;  thinks 
not  of  the  increased  burdens  of  an  already  bur- 
dened people ;  numbers  not  the  homes  made 
desolate,  and  the  hearts  made  void — all  the  ter- 
rible bereavements  that  constitute  the  costliest 
part  of  the  ransom  by  which  a  nation's  trophies 
are  won. 

It  should  also  be  considered  that,  as  yet,  the 
emperor  has  not  shown  any  decided  intention  of 
going  to  war.  He  has  taken  no  step,  from  which, 
if  our  government  assume  the  tone  which  be- 
comes them,  he  will  not  recede  without  a  moment's 
delay.  Little  insults,  isolated  instances  of  wrong, 
have  been  received  at  his  hands ;  but  England  can 
afibrd  to  be  magnanimous ;  or,  if  she  must  have  an 
atonement,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  let  it  be 
something  less  costly  than  the  peace  of  the  world, 
— the  breaking-up  of  sociality  between  nations — 
the  interruption  of  the  progress  of  civilization,  for 
perhaps  long  years  to  come. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

THE  emperor's  ABfBITIOUS  POLICY HIS  VIEWS  ON 

GREECE ^TURKEY PERSIA NORWAY. 

RcMODfl  why  Nicholas  aims  at  the  subjugation  of  the  East — And  of 
Greece  in  particular — The  Greeks  in  the  Turkish  empire — In- 
te«b  to  restore  Greece  to  the  splendour  of  classic  days— Sketch 
of  the  emperor's  present  territories — And  of  his  energy  in  govem- 
ing  them — His  revenues — Ministry,  &c — Treacherous  conduct 
towards  Persia — Has  supplanted  the  English  there — Miserable 
state  of  that  country — Russian  cunning — Their  deserters  in 
Persia — Schemes  against  Norway. 

It  was  stated  in  a  fonner  page,  that  all  who 
have  studied  the  character  of  the  Emperor 
Nicholas,  agree  in  opinion  as  to  the  ends  which  he 
proposes  to  attain  with  the  aid  of  the  immense 
army  and  the  powerful  fleet  which  have  now  been 
described.  Those  who  know  him  best,  unite  in 
asserting,  that  his  ambition  aims  at  nothing  short 
of  what  may  well  be  termed  Universal  Con- 
quest. 

It  is  not  to  Western  Europe,  however,  that  the 
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Longing  gaze  of  the  autocrat  is  directed.  Her 
cold  climes  and  grudging  fields,  are  prize  too 
poor  for  his  ambition.  It  is  to  the  East,  the  warm 
and  teeming  East,  that  the  shivering  Muscovite 
looks.  On  Greece,  with  her  thousand  sunny 
isles,  and  on  Turkey  with  her  once  rich  Asiatic 
dominions,  have  the  eyes  of  Nicholas,  as  well  as  of 
his  predecessors,  constantly  been  set.  For,  richly 
as  the  Byzantine  eagles  have  battened  on  the 
plains  of  the  North,  they  still  turn  with  remem- 
brance to  the  glowing  shores  of  the  Bosphorus, 
from  whence  they  first  winged  their  adventurous 
flight.  On  Greece,  and  all  that  ever  the  wide 
name  of  Greece  included,  the  Russian  emperors 
think  they  have  claims,  not  only  fi-om  similarity  of 
faith,  but  also  and  especially,  from  early  family 
connexion.  Nicholas  has  allowed  the  spoil  to 
pass  him  for  a  time ;  but  it  is  only  to  grasp  it  with 
double  advantage  hereafter — when  the  Greeks  shall 
have  been  improved  by  a  regular  government,  and 
,  habits  of  submission  to  the  law. 

But  why,  it  will  be  asked,  should  he  long  thus 
I  Tehemently  for  a  country  so  distant  and  so  poor  ? 
It  is  not  for  Greece  by  herself  that  he  longs,  it  is  for 
'  Greece  as  the  mistress  of  dominions  yet  wider  and 
I  feirer  than  all  she  ever  owned  in  her  palmiest  days. 
I  In  the  stinted  kingdom  which  now  bears  the 
rjntiudest  of  all  the  names  of  antiquity,  there  is  a 
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o«rer  T  urkev, — tn  Earnxie 
i^«*r  liun  :rifir  imilioiu   if 
whnm  .ook^  hack  tn  Grcgec 
hnme.     A.-ik  aiv  Greek  in  die  n 
che T irkkAh f^mpire.  "srho  is  ius  kins'' 
!My,  '^  Otho^  the  Bavarian*'*  nor  **  M^stfimmiL 
Turk.''     Trie,   he  aevor  jftw  G recce.      Bat  Ik 
fipeaicH  her  Ungriatr^     He  has  heard  oar  her£J»» 
rirviiH  mountainj),   and,   ^dil  more  cd:  her  sbnoa 
annaU.     Ff e  ha^i  been  hiiglii*^^  uj  {if^  t^T5Mfl<»  ^idi 
jv>n{r^  that  tell  of  Themisti:M!ies,  and  FpaamwuiRitag^ 
and  Miltiaile^ ;  and  in  riper  years  he  Eias  head 
whimpered,  names  of  mere  recent  iame.     Thaosi 
himself  little  better  than  a  alave,   and  degraded  br 
nil  the  vir^ea  that  long  habits  of  ^verv  enffsidHv 
yi!t  hi.H  brow  will  bum,  and  hia  eye  will  dash*  if  lie 
but  \m\m  thf;  name  of  his  country.     Give  him  a 
Irrtdrr,  and  thfjre  is  nothing  that  he  will  not  dare. 
f/»  fivpriK'-  1»^T  wrongs,  and  drive  the  Moslem  Irom 
IIm'  llironr  wh^Tf!  the  Christian  should  reign- 
It  \a  to  thiH  (iffMjk  }K>pulation,  then,  as  well  as 
to  t.liiit.  in  (in!(!(!C  itnclf,   that  Nicholas  looks  in  his 
m-lirnH'H  upon  tlu;  South ;  and  it  is  by  them  that 
lin  liopi'H  to  \)i\  nich'd  in  his  projected  conquests. 
It  i»  with  a  vi(jw  to  retain  their  affections,  that  he 
in  m»  ('(nrnfiinlly  intriguing,  not  only  in  Attica  and 
tlip  Moron,  l»ut  all  ovcjr  the  East.     When  the  time 
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p  ehall  come  that  he  can  march  into  Turkey,  he 
counts  on  their  support  in  every  part  of  the 
empire.  Of  what  importance  would  they  be,  were 
it  only  as  guides,  to  an  invading  army  I  For  in- 
stance, taking  European  Turkey  alone,  there  are 
at  least  40,000  Greeks  in  its  northern  provinces, 
intimately  acquainted  with  every  pass  and  every 
stronghold  by  which  an  invading  army  would  have 
to  march. 

To  reconcile  the  Greeks  to  his  ambitious  projects, 
the  emperor,  through  his  thousands  of  spies  and 
agents,  tempts  them,  not  only  with  gold,  but  with 
projects  of  now  greatness  for  the  lotty  name  which 
they  bear.  The  fallen  empire  is  to  be  restored, 
with  glory  more  resplendent  than  ever.  When 
the  Tzar  shall  have  transferred  his  seat  from  the 
gulf  of  Finland  to  the    Bosphorus,  the  name  of 

Russia"  shall  be  for  ever  merged  in  the  more 
glorious  one  of  "  Greece."  Bright  days  will 
then  begin  to  roll.  Nicholas  wishes  to  be  not 
merely  the  Political,  but  the  Moral  Regene- 
rator of  the  East.  As  Emperor  of  Greece  and 
Lord  of  the  Orient,  the  rude  Scythian  is  to  drag 
back  literature  and  science  from  the  regions  to 
which  they  have  strayed,  and  replant  them  in  the 
lantb  where  knowledge  and  civilization  first  ap- 
peared. Attica  is  to  recover  her  temples,  her 
statues,  her  academies ;    Byzantium  is  to  have  her 

vol..  I.  4  E 


vis  vAxv  vuvnt^TTv    ir 

iWace^fL ;  Ionia,  her  scW.IW  -j  ^Ciiaicinn*  hear  astrono- 

Mel'^ ;   Kicypt,  her  myftt^frikw^.     Tiu»   tr^aflun»s  and 

the  Mnnluets  of  distant  Ivt^EA  irs  no  resume  their 

i£Hri%'ii(  v-hduneli^     The  moanufnift  ^r^   d^  be  cbd 

•.ii^«k  «%ith  tKx*ks«  and  the  sea  with  barks  z  blesing 

>  "•>   V  ^.ui  every  tongue,  contentment  in  erm 

x-un .      l^^e  siiej'feenl^s  pipe  shaD  again  be  heard 

11   ;!f  ^  .iit>  jt  Acv^ly,  the  lover's  soncr  once  more 

i\%ik   rt'tit  'itx:  l.K>>hm\  cliffs.      Happiness  and  in- 

..a>irv    %ill   ih*  over}'   where   re^-ired;   the  whole 

*itw  literf  vit*  AWxwder  blest  with  light,  with  arts, 

V  K^iw  :;p,N\vT !  a  most  gorgeous  dream !  Who 

'«viiiU-K>i  Jc  Ks:;^*pttHl  to  enlist  under  the  emperor's 

Mkuit^r.  :o  shdi^i^  in  the  glorj-  of  bringing  about  so 

.>v%*vi   4  vvttsuwmation  ?     It  is  to  be  feared,   how- 

.  *\»v    tvAi  :iv  lind  o(  liherh/  with  which  he  would 

.\rt^*^*  ;*%>  tv***  CHMiquosts,  would  be  very  different 

v^   ?«4»  .^i\-^'*s:sv  (invce.      To  show,   however, 

ii«»4     ?.>  v^sK^v  is  not  so  completely  a  dream  as 

s^iuMt    ^^^    ,>>irs^WT  it,  and  to  give  some  further 

uAik    >:    ni^  vrtiinfcotor  of  the  monarch  who  has  de- 

*.><»*.   is  A^-  xhal!  now  mention  a  few  additional 

dW^  *«,i^v  .ai^vc^v  tUustrative  of  his  policy.    From 

^Wk  V  >«s  *tv«iki\  done,  some  estimate  may  be 

fK)iffi{v  ^  v->**  X'  ttWY  hereafter  do. 

'l>ifi^  >^  *l^fti«;^  ^hioh  shows  the  nature  of  the 
•n^ic^  ^  XWNite  »<w  strikingly,  than  the  undevi- 
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ating  steadiness  with  which  he  has  followed  up  the 
system  of  his  predecessors.  That  system,  the 
reader  knows  well,  has  ever  been  one  of  aggran- 
dizement. It  is  said  that  on  ascending  the  throne, 
the  sovereign  of  Russia  takes  a  solemn  oath,  not 
merely  to  maintain  the  empire  unimpaired^  but  to 
exUnd  its  boundaries  by  every  means  in  his  power. 
That  this  has  been  no  idle  vow,  a  moment's  glance 
at  the  map  of  Europe,  or  of  her  sister  Asia,  will 
fully  prove ;  it  is  the  book  which  affords  the  best 
commentary  on  the  policy  of  Russia.  How  terrific 
have  been  her  strides !  There  is  something  as- 
tounding in  the  constancy  of  the  progress  which 
she  has  been,  and  is  at  this  hour  making,  over  the 
face  of  the  globe.  Not  very  long  ago,  we  find  the 
Tzars  of  Muscovy  confined  to  the  centre  of  Russia. 
A  little  time  afler,  one  conquers  the  kingdoms 
of  Astracan  and  Siberia,  of  themselves  covering  half 
a  continent.  Another  adds  the  provinces  on  the 
Baltic.  A  third  flies  back  to  the  north)  and  sub- 
dues the  Crimea.  The  last  Catherine  joins  Po- 
land and  other  conquests,  in  all  covering  10,000 
square  miles  of  fertile  land.  Even  the  mad  Paul, 
short  as  his  reign  was,  extends  the  power  of  Russia 
in  a  quarter  dearer,  though  more  distant,  than  all ; 
for  it  was  during  his  reign  that  her  dominion  was 
first  firmly  established  over  Greece,  by  the  forma- 
tion of  the  republic  of  the  Seven  Islands,  under 
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Russian  and  Turkish  protection  —  a  dominion 
which,  however  fondly  we  may  flatter  ourselves 
with  the  contrary,  has  not  yet  been  overthrown. 
Alexander  follows,  with  Georgia,  Fmland,  &c., 
and  last  of  all  comes  Nicholas,  who  has  already 
more  than  fulfilled  his  vow,  as  the  conquered  pro- 
vinces of  Turkey,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Danube,  and 
the  wide  acquisitions  more  recently  made  on  the 
side  of  Persia,  too  strongly  testify. 

In  short,  province  after  province,  kingdom  after 
kingdom  have  been  successively  added,  till  the  once 
narrow  dominions  of  the  Tzars  have  swollen  to  be 
the  largest  empire  in  the  world.  It  includes  more 
than  the  half  of  Europe,  the  whole  of  northern 
Asia,  and  a  large  tract  of  the  north-western  coast 
of  America.  Its  entire  surface  occupies  more  than 
twice  the  size  of  Europe,  and  constitutes  a  full 
eighth  part  of  the  habitable  globe  ;  while  France 
covers  only  a  two-hundred-and-fortieth  part.  Not 
fewer  than  twenty  difierent  languages  are  spoken 
within  the  Tzar's  dominions.  The  total  number  of 
inhabitants  has  been  variously  estimated,  some 
accounts  making  it  little  short  of  sixty  millions, 
while  others  make  it  but  fifty-eight.  Both  of  these 
estimates  fall  below  the  truth  :  for  recent  returns 
raise  the  population  of  the  empire  within  a  little 
of  sixty.two  millions.  China,  which  covers  a  much 
smaller  surface  than  Russia,  contains  nearly  four 
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times  as  many  inhabitants.  This  difference  is  owing 
to  the  singularly  unfertile  and  inhospitable  nature 
of  the  greater  part  of  Asiatic  Russia;  for  the 
European  dominions  are  not  unfavourably  peopled, 
since  they  contain  at  least  forty-eight  millions  of 
inhabitants,  or  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  our  division  of  the  globe.  It  gives  a  sin- 
gular idea,  however,  of  the  barrenness  of  a  large 
portion  of  her  remaining  territory,  to  find  that  in 
Siberia,  for  instance,  there  is  not  more  than  one 
inhabitant  to  a  couple  of  square  miles.  Central 
Russia  is  very  densely  populated,  there  being  in 
the  governments  of  Moscow  and  Kalouga  nearly 
500  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile.  The  average 
population  throughout  European  Russia  is  some- 
what above  90  to  the  square  mile.  The  Greek 
church  claims  42,700,000  followers,  including 
Armenians.  Of  Roman  Catholics  there  are  six 
millions,  of  which  Poland  alone  claims  one-half: 
while  of  Jews  the  number  is  variously  estimated, 
but  according  to  the  most  correct  accounts,  there 
would  appear  to  be  658,809  in  the  whole  empire, 
of  whom  410,062  belong  to  Poland. 

The  annual  revenue  of  the  whole  empire  is  stated 
at  355,000,000  of  roubles,  of  14,200,000/.  sterlmg  j 
of  which  75,000,000  are  contributed  by  a  poll-tax ) 
83,000,000  by  the  guild  taxes,  and  the  import  and 
export  dues ;  116,000,000  by  the  crown  peasants. 
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brandy  distilleries,  &c.  The  national  debt,  which 
in  other  countries  swallows  up  more  than  half  of 
the  revenue,  here  takes  but  a  very  small  share 
of  it.  Its  whole  amount  does  not  now  reach 
50,000,000/.  sterling.  Happy  country,  which 
three  years'  revenue  would  clear  of  all  its  burdens! 
So  prosperous  has  the  state  of  the  revenue  been 
since  the  present  minister,  Cancrin,  assumed  the 
management  of  the  finances,  that  there  is  a  prospect 
of  the  debt  being  soon  paid  up  altogether.  The 
sum  at  present  appropriated  every  year  to  the  fund 
for  its  extinction  is  30,000,000  of  roubles,  or 
1,200,000/.  The  gold-mines,  which  many  look 
upon  as  contributing  so  largely  to  the  revenues  of  the 
empire,  in  1836  did  not  yield  more  than  ISO  poods 
(4580lbs.)  ;  while  the  quantity  of  platina  obtained 
was  only  ly^lbs.  The  quantity  of  gold  obtained  in 
the  same  year  from  mines  belonging  to  private  in- 
dividuals was  135  poods,  or  4860lbs.,  and  of  platina 
118  poods,  or  4248lbs. 

We  are  quite  aware  that  not  only  in  Russia,  but 
in  other  parts  of  Europe,  there  are  many  who  be- 
lieve that  the  amount  of  gold  drawn  from  the  mines 
is  greatly  underrated  in  these  official  publications, 
and  who  maintain  that  the  increasing  expenditure  of 
the  emperor  has  been  met  by  the  increasing  pro- 
ductiveness of  this  branch  of  the  revenue.  In  this 
opinion,    however,  we   can   by  no  means  agree. 
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That  the  mines  have  latterly  become  more  va- 
luable is  quite  true;  for  improved  methods  of 
working  have  been  introduced,  and  greater  attention 
is  now  paid  to  their  management  every  where,  but 
especially  to  those  of  the  Ural  mountains,  whose 
sands  are  richly  impregnated  with  the  pernicious 
ore.  But  that  any  thing  like  the  amount  implied 
in  the  statements  of  the  credulous  can  have  been 
realized,  is  altogether  impossible.  As  gold,  like 
every  other  article  of  commerce,  must  find  its  way 
to  the  market  through  the  hands  of  the  merchants, 
no  extraordinary  amount  of  it  can  have  been 
realized  without  the  agency  of  those  who  would 
have  made  no  mystery  of  its  value. 

The  true  secret  of  the  emperor's  recent  prodi- 
gality will  be  found  in  the  miseries  of  Poland. 
The  sums  obtained  for  the  confiscated  lands  of  a 
whole  kingdom  cannot  be  small,  allowing  even  that 
the  conqueror  may  be  liberal  in  giving  them 
"cheap"  to  his  favourites.  The  indemnities 
wrung  from  humbled  Turkey  and  enslaved  Persia 
have  also  placed  immense  sums  at  his  disposal. 
But  the  days  when  he  could  reckon  on  these 
soiurces  of  revenue  are  now,  let  us  hope,  for  ever 
at  an  end. 

The  general  administration  of  the  empire  is  con- 
ducted by  eight  ministers,  whose  departments  are 
as  follow :  Household^  Prince  Volkonsky ;  Fo- 
reign Affairs^  Count  Nesselrode ;   Watj  To" 


424  ADMINISTRATIOxN    OF    AFFAIRS. 

nitcheff ;  Marine^  Menzikoff ;  Home  Department 
Bladow }  Justice^  Daschkoff ;  Finances^  Cancrin ; 
Public  Instruction^  Ulvaroff.  In  addition  to 
these  ministers,  there  are  four  Boards,  headed  by 
directors-general :  Control^  Chitroff ;  Post-office^ 
Prince  Lieven  ;  Church  Affairs  and  Foreign 
Confessions  (has  for  some  time  been"  united  to  the 
Foreign-office) ;  and  Land  and  Water  Communi- 
cation^ Count  Toll.  There  is  a  special  minister, 
or  secretary  of  state  (Count  Grabofski)  for  Poland, 
and  a  secretary  of  state  for  Finland.  All  of 
these,  as  well  as  the  heir-apparent,  and  the  Grand- 
duke  Michael,  have  a  seat  in  the  senate,  which  is 
the  highest  council  of  the  empire.  Its  powers 
have  been  greatly  extended  of  late  years ;  but,  for 
all  essential  purposes,  the  will  of  the  emperor  is 
still  the  supreme  law  of  Russia. 

Nicholas  is  the  more  entitled  to  dictate  to 
his  ministers,  from  the  fact  that  he  is  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  every  branch 
of  administration  now  named.  Some  kings  have 
a  favourite  branch,  on  which  they  exclusively 
bestow  their  attention ;  but  the  present  Em- 
peror of  Russia  devotes  himself  to  the  busi- 
ness  of  each  in  its  turn,  and  is  master  of  every 
particular  connected  with  it.  The  ministers 
all  say  that  the  well-known  efficacy  of  the  master's 
eye  was  never  more  completely  confirmed  than  by 
the  zeal  with  which  every  department  is  animated. 
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It  is  not  merely,  however,  by  the  perseverance 
shown  in  increasing  his  dominions  and  revenues  to 
their  present  unheard-of  extent,  nor  by  the  un- 
tiring vigilance  displayed  in  superintending  every 
branch  of  the  administration,  that  the  wisdom  of 
Nicholas  is  manifested.  There  is  another  part  of 
his  policy  which  indicates  yet  more  profound 
sagacity,  and  is,  therefore,  still  more  worthy  of  atten- 
tion even  than  these — the  readiness,  namely,  which 
he  ever  shows  to  withdraw  from  any  ambitious  pro- 
ject, nay,  to  disavow  it  altogether,  either  when  it 
has  been  prematurely  detected  by  those  who  may 
be  interested  in  opposing  it,  or  when  it  would  be 
otherwise  impolitic  to  persevere  in  the  attempt. 
This,  in  fact,  is  the  hereditary  policy  of  Russia. 
She  watches  her  opportunity — ^waits  till  her  in- 
tended prey  has  incautiously  assumed  a  defenceless 
attitude,  or  till  those  who  should  keep  guard  over  it 
have  been  disarmed  of  their  suspicion  —  then 
pounces  upon  it  with  all  the  cunning  and  cruelty 
of  the  tiger. 

This  characteristic  of  the  system  followed  by 
the  Russian  government  is  strongly  confirmed  by 
a  recent  transaction  in  Persia,  regarding  which 
country,  and  especially  regarding  the  emperor^s 
conduct  towards  it,  we  shall  now  mention  some 
particulars  which,  while  they  strongly  illustrate 
the  general  policy  of  Russia,  are,  at  the  same  time, 
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jxQortance  to  the  English  reader;  for 
.^  :•?  lereatler  seen  that  the  Russians  regard 
\aimiation  of  Persia  merely  as  a  stepping- 
oue  (.0  that  of  Great  Britain. 

L'he  transaction  more  immediately  alluded  to 

iubo  t>ut  of  the  repayment  of  the  expenses  of  the 

i»t  Persian  war,  with  which  the  poor  Shah,  as  the 

.aer.  had  of  course  been  burdened.     All  had  been 

tf^ularly  paid  up  to  the  final  instalment,  which,  at 

he  moment  in  question,  w^as  some  time  in  arrear. 

Hie  coffers  of  the  state  had  long  been  completely 

xhaustod,  and  the  supplies  from  England  were 

lidO  dried  up.     Extortion,  confiscation,  squeezing 

oi  rich  private  individuals  and  gorged  favourites, 

cutting  off  noses,  thrusting  out  eyes,  and  all  the 

jchcr  gentle  methods  of  Persian  financiers,   had 

iireaJy  been  put  in  such  frequent  operation,  that 

:'ac\  no  longer  had  victims  to  act  upon.     In  short, 

:hc  Shah  and  his  ministers  were  in  despair  ;  when, 

-^  :heir  great  joy  and  astonishment,  help  appeared 

K*m  a  quarter  whence  it  had  been  little  expected 

-  -r\nu  Russia  herself.  Why  all  this  anxiety  about 

'ji>,'^aov— a  mere  trifle  of  250,000/.  ?     With  such  a 

t-c«d  as  the  Shah,  the  emperor  would  be  the  last 

jr,  :ho  world  to  exact  such  rigorous  payment.    Be- 

skks%  the  matter  could  be  easily  settled  without 

ono  urthing  of  money.     Persia  had  only  to  cede  a 

httk  strip  of  territori/^  which  looks  nothing  at  all 
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on  the  map,  and  every  claim  for  further  indemnity 
should  be  instantly  cancelled. 

Will  the  reader  guess  what  this  little  insignificant 
strip  of  the  Persian  territory  was  ?  It  was  only 
about  the  size  of  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  Germany 
— extended  only  from  Astara  to  somewhere  beyond 
Eschref — and  would  only  have  put  Russia  in  pos- 
session of  an  important  line  of  coast  on  the  south- 
western shore  of  the  Caspian,  on  which  she  has 
long  had  her  heart  set,  from  some  peculiar  advan- 
tages which  it  presents— the  present  station  for 
steamboats  and  ships  of  war  being  too  far  distant 
from  that  part  of  the  coast  where  they  are  most 
likely  to  be  useful ; — and,  lastly,  it  would  only  have 
brought  Russia  within  a  hundred  and  forty  miles  of 
Teheran,  the  capital  of  Persia,  from  which  she  has 
already  calculated  every  mile  of  the  march  she  will 
have  to  make,  in  order  to  reach  the  English  terri- 
tories in  India. 

Fortunately,  this  cunning  mancauvre  was  de- 
tected in  time,  by  those  charged  with  the  care  of 
English  interests  in  Persia;  and  Russia,  never 
ashamed  to  go  back  when  she  cannot  advance  with 
perfect  safety,  loudly  disowned  the  imputation. 
She  had  never  thought  of  such  a  treacherous  con- 
quest— would  never  take  such  base  advantage  of 
Persia's  weakness,  and  of  the  unsuspecting  con- 
fidence of  a  generous  ally  like  England.     But,  in 
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spite  of  all  these  denials,  she  had  thought  of  it, 
and— what  is  more — she  will  again  do  so  when  i 
fitting  occasion  arrives.  Meantime,  as  one  step 
towards  the  accomplishment  of  her  object,  and  bv 
way  of  forming  as  many  friends  as  possible  m  the 
envied  cQstrict,  she  has  been  intriguing  to  get  a 
consul  appointed  at  Resht,  which  presents  a  favour- 
able  point  for  her  operations. 

In  fact,  the  whole  of  the  emperor's  conduct  to- 
wards Persia,  ever  since  his  accession,  would  fur- 
nish  an  admirable  illustration  of  his  grasping,  yet 
cunning  policy.  It  was  not  in  one  battle,  nor  in 
two,  that  the  ill-fated  Shah  was  humbled.  The 
work  was  carried  on  gradually — now  by  an  en- 
gagement won,  and  now  by  a  bribe  well  bestowed, 

or  a  diplomatic  ruse  well  played  off ^graduallv, 

but  so  effectually,  that  now  Persia,  besides  being 

stripped  of  a  large  portion  of  territory,  lies  a  help- 

less,  pitiable  dependency ;  without  revenue,  almost 

without  a  government,  and  literally  without  an 

army.      Their   Scottish  commander-in-chief.    Sir 

Henrj'  Bethune  Lindsay,  whom  they  look  upon  as 

a  kind  of  god — a  second  Tamerlane — will  now  have 

to  fight  all  the  battles  alone  ;  for  in  the  whole  of 

Persia  it  would  be  difficult  to  assemble  more  than 

sixteen  thousand  soldiers,  and  of  these  there  are 

entire  regiments  which  could  not   muster  more 

than  fifty  muskets,  and  not  half  as  many  flints. 
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amongst  them.  This  is  even  overrating  their 
equipments:  the  quantity  allowed  by  an  intel- 
ligent traveller  who  has  lately  returned  from  that 
country,  is  *^  half  a  musket  among  a  dozen  men, 
and  two  or  three  flints  to  a  whole  regiment.*'  The 
fellows  fight  well ;  but  what  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  troops  so  miserably  furnished  ?  The  Persian 
government,  in  fact,  is  now  a  mere  skeleton,  ready 
to  shrink  at  the  slightest  nod  of  Russia ;  while  the 
country,  never  a  beautiful  one,  is  fast  becoming  a 
desert,  from  the  want  of  population.  You  wander 
over  its  wastes  of  sand  and  wildernesses  of  salt — 
alas  I  how  difierent  from  the  scenes  with  which 
young  poets  deck  the  land  of  the  fragrant  rose  and 
the  sparkling  fountain — and  find  nothing  but  bar- 
renness— ^misery !  Such  are  the  fruits  of  Russia's 
policy.  She  blasts  where  she  cannot  seize.  The 
time  is  not  come  when  she  can  with  safety  close 
her  grasp  on  Persia :  England  still  has  some  weight 
where  she  takes  the  trouble  to  exert  herself;  and, 
but  for  England,  the  kingdom  of  Cyrus,  ere  now, 
had  ceased  to  be  named  among  the  nations. 

That  Russia,  however,  has  not  abandoned  her 
schemes — that  she  still  looks  forward  to  a  day 
when  Persia  may  be  hers — is  put  beyond  doubt  by 
a  fact  more  strongly  illustrative  of  the  calculating, 
Jesuitical  foresight  of  the  policy  we  are  describing, 
than  any  we  ever  heard  of.  Some  Englishmen,  when 
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lately  in  Persia,  were  surprised  to  see  a  coips  of 
Russians  in  the  capital,  drilled  and  paraded  with 
great  pomp  in  the  most  public  places.  On  in- 
quiry,  it  turned  out  that  these  were  deserters  from 
the  Russian  army,  tempted  by  higher  pay,  and 
that  Nicholas  himself  does  all  he  can  to  encourage 
desertion^  having  made  an  express  stipulation  in 
the  last  treaty  with  Persia,  that  Russians  abscond- 
ing to  the  service  of  the  Shah  shall  be  treated  by 
him  as  his  own  subjects,  and  allowed  to  re-enter 
their  native  country  whenever  they  may  feel  in- 
clined, without  being  liable  to  punishment  or  de- 
gradation of  any  kind.  The  emperor's  object  in 
this  singular  arrangement  is,  gradually  to  remove 
the  prejudices  of  Persian  bigotry  against  the 
Franks — to  accustom^  not  merely  the  army^  hut 
the  people^  to  the  sight  of  the  Russians — to  pre- 
pare them,  in  short,  for  the  time  when  Muscovite 
soldiers  will  visit  Teheran  on  more  permanent 
duty.  By  encouraging  the  deserters  to  come  back 
after  a  few  years'  service,  he  accomplishes  another 
important  object — secures,  namely,  the  aid  of  men 
who  must  be  of  infinite  value  in  any  future  invasion 
of  Persia,  from  having  had  time  to  acquire  the 
language,  as  well  as  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
manners  and  geography  of  the  country. 

These   facts,   singular   as  they  may  seem,  are 
nothing  compared  with  others  equally  well-known 
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to  all  who  have  had  intercourse  with  recent  travel- 
lers in  Persia.  What  strange  tales  Mr.  Ellis  could 
tell  about  his  mission  to  that  country !  Vigi- 
lant as  he  was,  Nicholas,  we  fear,  was  before  him 
in  the  field,  and,  if  report  speaks  true,  even  pre- 
vious to  his  arrival,  had  prejudiced  the  Persians  so 
strongly  against  him,  that  his  efforts  to  save  their 
country  from  its  impending  fate  were  completely 
paralyzed. 

In  England  we  pay  too  little  attention  to  what 
the  emperor  is  doing  in  Persia.  All  the  cry  with 
us  is  about  Tiurkey.  "  We  must  not  let  the  Rus- 
sians get  Turkey  I"  is  constantly  rung  in  our  ears ; 
and  while  we  are  busy  repeating  the  cry,  Nicholas 
is  quietly  secmring  for  himself  some  conquest  or 
other,  of  much  more  importance  to  him  than  Turkey 
will  ever  be  to  us.* 


*  The  emperor's  views  on  Persia  will  again  be  referred  to,  in 
connexion  with  his  schemes  against  British  India,  in  chap.  xxxi. 
Meantime,  the  attention  of  the  reader  is  requested  to  the  following 
extract  of  a  private  letter  written  by  a  young  baronet,  who  has  en- 
joyed ample  and  recent  opportunities,  in  the  country  itself,  for  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  state  of  Persia ;  and  whose  name,  did 
the  author  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  communicate  it,  would  be  a  suf- 
ficient guarantee  for  the  independence  of  his  sentiments,  as  well  as 
for  bb  ability  to  support  them. 

"  R /,  M r,  December  8.  1838. 

"  From  the  columns  of  the  T^mes  newspaper  of  last  month,  I 
learn  that— a/  length — Russia  has  been  detected  in  intrigues  with 
the  rulers  of  the  country  between  Persia  and  India.  These  she 
has  been  instigating  to  hostility  against  India,  tempting  them  with 
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In  the  commencemeot  of  this  chapter  we  have 
said  that  the  emperor^s  ambition  does  not  stoop  so 


large  promises  of  co-opefadoo  and  awstanoe,  in  the  event  of  the 
two  poven  coming  to  a  conflict.  To  put  an  end  to,  and  obriitt 
these  insidious  measures  on  the  part  of  Russia,  the  Indian  gorem- 
ment  has  taken  adfantage  of  the  distracted  state  of  the  kingdon  of 
Cabool,  dirided  into  fictions  bj  tvo  brothers,  riTal  competitors  for 
the  throne  of  their  fiither ;  and  has  offered  its  armed  assistance  to  one; 
on  the  condition  of  his  becoming  a  tributary  to  the  British  power; 
which  offer,  accepted  and  acted  upon,  will  be  the  virtual  advance  of 
our  frontier  from  the  Indus  to  the  confines  of  Persia,  and  thni 
enable  us  to  prevent  the  machinations  of  Russia  on  what  will  have, 
in  a  manner,  become  our  own  territory. 

"This  account,  added  to  mj  own  previous  knowledge  of  the 
state  of  these  countries,  has  the  appearance  of  authenticity,  and  will 
account  for  all  the  rumours  of  warlike  preparations   in  India.— 
AfTglianistan  and  the  Funjaub  will  doubtless  follow  the  fiUe,  even- 
tually, of  their  more  northern  neighbours  of  Cabool ;    but  these 
measures  have  been  rendered  imperative  on  the  British  rulers  of 
India  for  their  own  self-defence,  as  English  influence  in  Persia  is 
completely  eclipsed  by  the  preponderating  ascendancy  which  Russia 
lias  obtained  in  the  councils  of  the  Shah,  by  means  not  the  most 
scrupulous.     Almost  all  the  nobles  of  Persia  are  notoriously  in  the 
pay  of  Russia.     From  the  Shall  down  to  the  meanest  peasant,  all 
arc  to  be  purchased,  and  would  always  attach  themselves  to  the 
highest  bidder.     Russia — liberal  in  bribes — roagnanimoua  in   pro- 
mises—with threats  of  advancing  her  legions  continually  put  for- 
ward— has  obtained  a  complete  ascendancy  amongst  them  ;    while 
the  timid,  fickle,  and  unsteady  policy  of  England,  has  lost  for  her 
the  high  name  she  once  possessed  in  the  East.    *    *     #    #    # 
With  a  barbarian  power,  brute  force  is  a  more  convincing  argument 
than  logical  reasoning.    *****    To  show  the  nature  of  the 
insidious  spirit  of  perseverance,  with  which  Russia  has  for  some 
time  past  been  endeavouring  to  gain  a  footing  in  Persia,  I  may 
mention  that  the  Shah  has  now  in  his  service  a  whole  regiment  of 
Russian  deserters,  600  strong,  who  have  been  encouraged  to  desert 
by  Russia  herself.     They  are  his  best  troops — the  only  regiment  on 


DESIGNS   ON    NORWAY.  433 

low  as  to  consider  western  Europe  worthy  of 
being  conquered.  Yet  there  is  ohe  exception  to 
this  remark.  His  southern  projects  certainly 
occupy  most  of  his  thoughts,  but  there  still  remain 
some  coveted  spots  even  in  the  north  of  Europe-^ 
rough  but  important — to  other  nations  mere  de- 
serts, but  to  him  fair  as  the  classic  shores  of  the 
-^gean.  Norway  —  the  name  will  startle  the 
reader  as  much  as  it  did  us,  for  we  never  dreamt 
of  the  project  till  we  had  been  in  the  north — Nor- 
way is  wanted,  to  render  the  naval  power  of  the 
empire  available.  With  the  Black  Sea  sealed  like 
a  fresh- water  lake,  and  the  Bopphorus  open  at  her 
nod,  Russia  looks  forward  to  the  day  when  she 
may  rule  the  Mediterranean  without  a  rival.  Even 
at  present,  she  can  enter  it  at  pleasure.  But  not  so 
with  the  Atlantic — it  can  be  entered  by  Russia  only 
with  the  good  permission  of  England.  The  Sound 
is  a  narrow  neck  to  fight  through,  if  it  oome  to 
blows  ;  and  English  sailors  are  so  quick-scented 

which  an  European  officer  could  depend — and  are  considered  the 
fighting  regiment  of  Persia. 

**  The  population  of  Persia  may  perhaps  be  some  ten  or  twelve 
million  ;  the  whole  country,  from  Dan  to  Beersheba,  an  arid  desert. 
Her  army,  disciplined  in  the  European  fashion,  nominally  amounts 
to  25,000  men  ;  but  in  reality,  she  has  a  standing  army  of  only 
about  16,000  and  never  could  present,  in  herself  or  population,  any 
serious  obstacle  to  the  Russian  hordes.  Her  security  would  consist 
in  the  barren  state  of  the  country,  which  would  occasion  great  diffi- 
culties in  supplying  an  invading  army  with  food." 

VOL.  I.  2  F 
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when  there  is  likely  to  be  any  fighting,  that  they 
are  sure  to  be  in  the  way  if  a  hostile  fleet  should 
seek  to  leave  the  Baltic.  The  only  remedy  that 
the  emperor  can  devise  for  all  this,  is  to  have  parts 
on  the  Atlantic  itself: — in  other  words,  to  seize 
Norway,  whose  jagged  coast  presents  creeks 
enough  for  more  ships  than  the  Baltic  could  float 
Now  that  Finland  is  secured,  the  way  to  Norway 
is  open  to  the  Russians  any  winter's  day  they 
please  to  start  on.  What  opposition  can  Sweden 
make  in  her  northern  deserts  ?  Besides,  if  Ber- 
nadotte  prove  recusant,  it  would  not  be  impossible 
to  find  out  Colonel  Gustavson,  who  will  without 
scruple  give  Norway,  which  never  belonged  to  his 
family,  as  the  price  of  a  recovered  kingdom. 

Does  this  project  throw  any  light  on  the  empe- 
ror's assiduity  in  forming  such  a  fleet  on  the 
Baltic  ? 

But  it  will  be  said  that  this  is  carrying  Russian 
ambition  too  far;  some  will  look  on  it  as  mere 
madness  to  speak  of  such  a  scheme.  But  many  of 
the  best  conquests  of  Russia  were  much  more 
improbable  than  that  now  hinted  at ;  and  those  who 
predicted  them  were  also  considered  madmen. 

Though  we  give  these  details,  however,  we  again 
repeat,  that  we  are  not  among  those  who  are  afraid 
of  the  Russians.  We  by  no  means  fear  the  Rus- 
sians  when  fairly  met.     It   is   only  where  the 
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danger  is  not  seen,  or  oDsuspected — where  she  is 
allowed  to  work  secretly,  without  opposition — that 
there  is  aught  to  be  feared  from  her.  Did  she 
avow  her  intentions,  and  proceed  openly,  there 
would  be  no  danger  j  but  it  is  not  always  by  ships 
and  soldiers  that  she  works:  the  fairest  of  her 
acquisitions  have  been  made  by  the  pen,  not  the 
sword — by  gold,  not  with  bullets ;  and  so  it  will 
be  with  the  schemes  now  hastily  referred  to.  Lest 
the  employment  of  force  should  alarm  us  too  much, 
she  will  try  cunning. 

It  is  not  enough  to  say,  that  neither  in  the 
south,  nor  in  the  north,  will  England  ever  allow 

■  guch    conquests  to    be    made.       England    never 

■  thought  that  she  would  allow  Poland  to  be  dis- 
membered, nor,  more  lately,  to  be  ravaged  by  the 
fire  and  the  sword.  She  never  thought  that  we 
would  allow  the  mouths  of  the  Danube  to  be  seized 
by  Russia.  Yet  both  Poland  and  the  islands  of 
the  Black  Sea  now  glitter  with  the  emperor's  bay- 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

THE  emperor's  DIPLOMATIC  SYSTEM  CONTRASTED 
WFTH  THAT  OF  ENGLAND— HIS  PLANS  FOR  AMAL- 
GAMATING  THE  DIFFERENT  PARTS  OF  THE  EMPIRE. 

yiMKian  ambassadors  selected  for  their  talents — Great  coofideace 
reposed  in  them — High  education  for  the  diplomatic  service  i«- 
qaired  in  Russia,  and  other  parts  of  the  coDtinent — Laxity  of  our 
English  system — Russian  ministers  at  Constantinople — Botitft- 
nieff— Pozzo  di  Borgo — Maltitz — Matucevitz — D'Oubril — Dfr 
votion  of  his  agents  to  the  emperor — Russian  spies  in  the  bouses 
of  English  ambassadors — Large  bands  of  informers  in  Russian 
pay  all  over  Europe — The  emperor's  spies  in  .  Paris,  and  at  the 
German  Universities — Their  activity  in  Turkey — Alleged  in- 
terference against  England  in  Canada — Count  Nesselrode— 
Talleyrand  —  Metternich  —  Tlie  emperor's  care  in  educating 
\\>ung  men  from  the  distant  provinces — Makes  them  his  warm 
'VuhkIs — Professors  from  strange  lands. 

Che  important  characteristic  of  the  emperor^s 
:x^avv,  mentioned  towards  the  close  of  the  last 
».'adj.>£cr^  is  another  of  those  points  connected  with 
l\ussia»  which  have  not  yet  been  sufficiently  at- 
•  eiKU^i  CO  in  other  countries — namely,  the  efficient 
i?>c  wiiich  ho  makes  of  his  diplomatic  agents. 
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It  19  now  a  fashion  with  some  to  look  on  ambas- 
ladors  as  most  unnecessary  burdens  in  these  en- 
ightened  times — as  mere  '*  ceremonies,"  of  no  fur- 
her  use  than  to  keep  up  our  dignity,  by  spending 
our  'money  and  neglecting  our  interests.  But 
the  Emperor  Nicholas  takes  quite  a  different  view 
of  their  importance.  Thinking  that  a  talented  am- 
bassador may  sometimes  do  as  much  as  a  strong 
■nny,  he  keeps  only  the  ablest  agents  in  his  pay, 
tnd,  in  return,  has  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  them 
Nitwit  the  "good,  easy  men,"  who  dream  that 
Ihere  can  be  nothing  going  on,  because  the  Rus- 
(ian  ambassador  gives  balls  and  dinners  like  the 
idlest  of  them.  And  so  he  does;  the  only  differ- 
ence is  that,  under  the  noise  of  fiddles  and  cham- 
pagne corks,  the  smooth  Russian  conceals  the 
working  of  the  machinery  by  which  he  is  conduct- 
ing some  snug,  advantageous  little  intrigue,  to  a 
triumphant  conclusion. 

That  among  our  representatives  abroad,  there 
are  some  most  able  and  vigilant  men,  it  would  be 
unjust  to  deny  ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  an  English- 
man to  wander  long  on  the  continent,  without 
finding  reason  to  regret  the  incapacity  and  supine- 
ness  of  too  many  of  our  diplomatists.  There  are 
important  posts  where  British  interests  are  ne- 
glected in  the  mcst  melancholy  manner.  It  is  not 
the  present  government  alone  that  are  to  blame 
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^^  .^.^vtc^  Besides  the  early  training  at 
^^^  »re  are  classes  expressly  set  apart 
1,  ;ae  more  important  universities. 
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Languages,  history,  international  law,  lectures  on 
the  forms  and  provisions  of  treaties,  constitute 
part  of  a  diplomatic  education.  So  carefully  are 
the  living  tongues  attended  to,  that  it  is  no  un- 
common thing  to  find  students,  even  before  they 
have  passed  their  examination,  who,  besides  being 
fully  masters  of  their  own  language,  can  speak  and 
write  with  ease  French,  English,  and  Italian. 
Even  the  more  difficult  languages  are  not  ne- 
glected: in  Russia,  for  instance,  the  Turkish, 
Arabic,  and  other  eastern  tongues,  are  indispen- 
sable to  all  looking  for  employment  in  this  capa- 
city. In  Prussia,  again,  the  Russian,  which  is 
the  most  difficult  of  European  languages,  is  so 
carefully  studied,  that  we  have  known  an  expect- 
ant who,  without  ever  having  been  out  of  Berlin, 
was  able  to  translate  a  pamphlet,  which  he  had 
written,  into  that  language,  so  ably,  as  to  receive 
from  St.  Petersburg  the  thanks  of  the  minister 
at  the  head  of  the  department  to  which  it  re- 
lated. 

How  difierently  is  all  this  managed  in  England  I 
A  young  man  is  sent  abroad  without  any  previous 
training,  ignorant  of  the  very  A  B  C  of  diplomacy. 
At  the  end  of  a  few  years  he  has  picked  up  a 
little  French,  the  commonest  language  of  the  con- 
tinent, which  shopmen  and  milliners'  apprentices 
are  now  ashamed  to  be  ignorant  of     But  what 
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more  has  he  acquired  in  the  course  of  this  resi- 
dence abroad?  Having  had  no  good  founda- 
tion to  build  upon,  he  has  never  followed  out  a 
regular  or  well-directed  system  of  study.  He 
could  not  complete  what  was  never  begun,  and 
does  not  yet  know  so  much  of  his  profession  as 
the  young  Russian  who  has  not  left  the  gymna- 
sium. Even  at  this  stage,  however,  there  would 
be  a  remedy  against  the  incapables,  were  care 
taken  to  grant  promotion  only  to  those  who  de- 
serve it  by  their  talent  and  zeal  in  the  service. 
But  to  be  convinced  that  this  is  not  done,  we 
have  only  to  look  to  the  many  accomplished  men 
connected  with  our  embassies,  who,  after  toiling 
for  years  through  all  the  drudgery  of  an  unpaid 
attachS'Shxpf  are  still  little  beyond  that  happy 
position,  while  they  see  younger  and  less  deserv- 
ing competitors  promoted  over  their  heads,  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  they  have  more  influential, 
or  less  scrupulous,  friends  at  home. 

It  will  be  said,  that  in  a  government  like  ours, 
such  evils  are  unavoidable ;  for  no  minister  can  rule 
without  bestowing  his  patronage  on  those  who  can 
support  him.  But^  admitting  the  truth  of  this 
objection,  we  still  revert  to  the  position  from 
which  we  started,  viz.,  that  ministers  have  it  fully  in 
their  power  to  check  the  evil  to  a  certain  extent, 
simply  by  establishing  a  strict  course  of  prelimi- 
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nary  study,  expressly  for  this  service,  and  insist- 
ing that,  just  as  in  the  other  professions,  none 
shall  be  admitted  who  cannot  stand  a  free  exami- 
nation on  the  prescribed  branches.  This  ought 
to  be  done,  were  it  only  for  the  sake  of  the  young 
men  themselves.  While  advancing  the  public 
interests,  by  fixing  a  high  standard  of  previous 
study,  we  should  be  conferring  on  them  the 
greatest  possible  favour ; — for  the  more  nume- 
rous the  resources  they  have  within  themselves, 
the  less  liable  will  they  be  to  fall  a  prey  to  the 
temptations  and  facilities  which  so  thickly  beset 
them,  in  the  most  dangerous  career  that  ever  rash 
youth  embarked  upon. 

But  to  return  to  Russia.  From  the  lowest 
vice-consul  to  the  highest  ambassador,  all  in- 
trusted with  her  Interests  abroad  are  chosen  on 
no  other  principle  than  that  of  talent  and  fitness 
for  the  post  assigned.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
point  out  a  Kussian  agent  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  who  is  not  most  intimately  familiar  with 
the  language  of  the  people  he  is  amongst ;  and  of 
the  immense  advantages  which  such  a  knowledge 
gives  to  an  ambassador,  it  must  be  unnecessary  to 
say  one  word.  Were  an  ambassador's  duties  con- 
fined to  the  courtesies  of  the  drawing-room,  or  the 
formalities  of  a  diplomatic  note,  his  attainments  in 
foreign  tongues  might  be  safely  bounded  by  the 
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lay  aside  his  German  plays  when  some  real  drama  is 
going  forward ;  with  the  half-English  Matucevitz, 
one  week  at  Naples,  and  the  next  at  Melton- 
Mowbray — turning  his  knowledge  of  our  language 
and  institutions  to  the  more  account,  that  he  can 
so  easily  assume  the  appearance  of  the  mere  man 
of  fashion,  when  it  suits  his  purpose  to  conceal 
the  man  of  talent ; — with  the  well-tried  and  watch- 
ful D'Oubril,  at  Frankfort,  the  city  of  diplomatists, 
where  deliberations  are  held  that  affect  the  repose 
of  Europe  more  powerfully  than  do  the  decisions  of 
some  royal  cabinets,* — ^with  the  experienced  Pozzo 
di  Borgo,  sometimes  wandering  in  search  of  health, 
but  ever  at  his  post  when  able  counsel  is  required ; 
— with  these,  and  others  of  less  note  but  equal 
zeal,  watching  over  her  interests,  there  is  no 
probability  that  Russia  will  be  less  ably  served  in 
future  than  she  has  hitherto  been. 

The  strongest  guarantee  which  the  emperor  has 
for  the  zeal  of  his  agents,  lies  in  their  enthusiastic 
attachment  to  his  person  and  system.  There  is 
nothing  more  remarkable  connected  with  those 
employed  by  him,  than  that,  from  whatever  coun- 

*  Our  new  minister  to  the  Germanic  Confederation — the  son  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons — though  young,  lias  the 
advantage  of  having  been  bred  in  a  good  school,  where  he  bad  every 
opportunity  of  obtaining  such  a  knowledge  of  the  difficult  and  in- 
tricate bearings  of  German  politics,  as  is  likely  to  render  him 
highly  useful  in  his  new  post. 
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try  they  may  originally  have  come,  they  always 
show  themselves  most  thoroughly  Russian.  The 
tact  of  Nicholas  in  selecting  the  men  fittest  for 
his  purpose,  is  equalled  only  by  the  wonderful 
quality  which  he  has  of  inspiring  them  with  devth 
Hon  to  himself.  Those  who  serve  him  at  home 
may  not  be  so  warmly  attached  to  him ;  on  them  falls 
all  the  trouble  arising  from  his  activity  and  vigilance. 
But  his  foreign  agents  are  too  far  off  to  feel  the 
lash.  They  hear  the  shouts,  and  catch  something 
of  the  reflected  splendour  of  his  triumphs,  without 
being  soiled  by  the  dust  that  is  raised.  In  short, 
they  see  only  the  bright  side  of  their  master^s 
character,  and  are  not  in  the  way  to  be  fretted  by 
his  discipline.  Instead  of  the  sharp  rebukes  which 
he  deals  unsparingly  out  to  those  near  him,  they 
are  receiving  only  compliments  and  encourage- 
ment. Hence  it  is  that  we  never  yet  saw  a 
Russian  agent  in  any  part  of  the  world,  who  did 
not  live,  as  it  were,  exclusively  for  the  emperor. 
He  may  be  fond  of  gaiety,  of  this  or  that  pursuit, 
but  it  is  ever  secondary  to  a  higher  passion — a 
desire  to  please  his  imperial  protector,  by  the 
most  unwearied  attention  in  promoting  Russian 
interests.  He  lives  but  for  this,  and  oflen  is  not 
over  scrupulous  about  the  means  he  employs  in 
the  cause.  There  are  Russian  ambassadors  at 
some  courts — perhaps  all  of  them  do  the  same — 
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Nor  is  it  alwayi  to  Berdf  hdk^v  tfal  Aae 
gentlemen  trost  fir  infrifMirm  Pcf 
from  their  {Ht)(esEWD  and  * 
to  be  above  each  tresdiefy.  area 
this  base  traffic  Ko  EagfiifaaHa  windd  ilsap  •» 
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In  addition  to  such  anxiEarie^  the  ewfoar  kaa 
his  regular  bands  of  weH-nSaried  icoali^  men  tmi 
women,  Russian  and  native,  in  ererf  captal  ct 
Kurope,  whose  duty  it  is  toaecertahi  theienCiMent* 
of  the  leading  men  towards  Raasta,  am)  keep  the 
ambassador  on  the  Ipot,  or  tho  p<Jitieal  poliee  at  St. 
Petersburg,  acqiiainted  with  all  that  ou^  coDoetn 
L  the  views  or  wishes  of  the  emperor.  It  was  said 
I  the  other  day  by  one  residing  in  Paris,  and  from  his 
position  well  qualified  to  know  what  u  paaong, 
*'  We  have  five  hundred  weU-dremed  inen  and 
women  here,  moving  in  the  belt  toaetyt  wlw^  if  it 
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were  allowable  to  give  thiiiffs  their  plain  names, 
would  be  described  as  nothing  else  than  Russian 
spies." 

As  might  be  expected  from  its  vicinity  to 
Poland,  no  country  is  more  carefully  watched  than 
Germany.  The  emperor's  vigilance  is  not  satis- 
fied with  placing  sentinels  at  the  principal  cities 
merely,  such  as  Dresden  and  Munich ;  for  it  is 
well  known  that  he  also  maintains  a  spy  at  each  of 
the  German  universities.  The  state  of  opinion 
among  the  students,  from  Konigsberg  to  Freiburg 
in  the  Brisgau,  and  from  Kiel  to  Vienna,  is  as 
well  known  to  the  secret  police  of  St.  Petersburg 
as  to  the  criminal  judges  of  the  universities  them- 
selves. But  Russia  may  now  dispense  with  this 
branch  of  her  espionnage  ;  for  the  students  of  Ger- 
many, once  such  hot-headed  revolutionists,  are 
now,  happily,  most  completely  cured  of  all  their 
j>olitical  enthusiasm. 

It  Russia  be  thus  vigilant  in  the  West  and  in  the 

jeutiv  of  Europe,  we  need  not  be  surprised  to  find 

:er  oveu  more  so  in  those  quarters  where,   as  we 

.^\e  >een,  she  has  a  still  greater  interest  at  stake. 

~  i>  ohiotiy  in  the  East  that  she  puts  forth  all  her 

-myi*  \yi  5>eduction  and  espionnage.   The  whole  of 

-i^iousmcluded  under  that  general  term,  are  now 

•ytxttu^  in  the  net  which  she  has  silently  spread 

iitrttt.     Disdaining  no  aid,  however  low,  pro- 
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vided  it  can  be  useful,  she  descends  so  far  as  to 
employ  hotel-keepers,  and  those  most  in  the  way 
of  seeing  strangers,  for  the  sake  of  watching  all 
that  go  or  come.  Hence  it  is  no  uncommon  thing 
in  Greece  and  Turkey  to  be  told,  "  Take  care 
what  you  say  before  your  landlord — ^he  is  a  Rus- 
sian." Besides  this  stationary  troop^  she  has  a 
moveable  corps  of  agents,  who  are  constantly  tra- 
versing all  parts  of  Turkey  and  the  adjacent  re- 
gions. No  traveller  can  move  any  distance  with- 
out meeting  some  of  these.  It  is  not  pretended 
that  they  are  engaged  in  any  actual  plot,  in  or- 
ganizing an  immediate  rebellion ;  they  are  merely 
looking  out  for  what  may  happen,  collecting  infor- 
mation, taking  notes  for  the  people  at  head-quar- 
ters. The  plan  which  Russia  follows  in  regard  to 
most  of  these  wandering  agents,  is  to  attach  any 
person  likely  to  be  useful,  to  some  of  the  embas- 
sies in  the  south — at  Constantinople,  or  Athens, 
for  instance — ^from  which,  after  being  well  in- 
structed in  his  duties,  he  is  sent  out  with  a  kind 
of  roving  commission,  sometimes  for  an  indefi- 
nite period.  We  lately  met  one  of  these  agents, 
a  man  of  great  talent  and  plausibility,  who,  having 
presented  a  memoir  to  the  emperor  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Syria,  and  the  advantages  which  Russia 
may  derive  from  a  closer  connexion  with  it,  was 
forthwith  set  ofi*  to  travel  through  that  country. 
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and  the  less  frequented  portions  of  Southern  Persia. 
To  conceal  their  purpose  better,  these  gentlemen 
always  appear  to  be  travelling  as  private  indi- 
viduals, and  at  their  own  expense ;  but  on  a  little 
acquaintance  with  them,  it  will  generally  be  found 
that  their  drafts  are  payable  at  the  chancery  of  the 
nearest  Russian  legation. 

Should  any  think  that  we  are  pushing  the  em- 
peror's vigilance  too  far,  and  giving  him  by  his 
agents  an  almost  ubiquitous  influence,  we  would 
remind  the  reader,  that  many  carry  his  interference 
still  further.  Who  is  it  that  incites  the  Arabs  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Constantina  against  the  French  ? 
The  Parisian  journalists  answer,  "  The  Emperor 
Nicholas.**  What  has  stirred  up  the  disturbances  in 
Canada  ?  "  Russian  gold,**  say  the  American  news- 
papers— which  further  state,  that  there  are  agents 
of  the  emperor  busily  at  work,  even  in  the  United 
States,  rallying  the  malcontents  against  England  I 
After  these  specimens  of  what  is  believed  by 
some,  about  the  extent  of  Russian  interference, 
who  shall  accuse  us  of  exaggeration  in  saying,  that 
it  is  so  actively  exerted  in  countries  where  the 
emperor  makes  no  secret  of  his  intrigues  ? 

In  considering  the  diplomacy  of  Russia,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten,  that  while  much  of  its  eflScacy  is 
attributable  to  the  tact  and  vigilance  of  the  em- 
peror  himself,    great  merit  is  also    due    to   his 
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minister  for  foreign  affairs,  Count  Nesselrode, 
next  to  Mettemichy  the  ablest  statesman  in 
Europe.  In  talent,  honesty,  and  greatness  of 
mind,  he  is  infinitely  superior  to  the  over-rated 
Talleyrand.  Almost  every  cause  that  Talleyrand 
supported  throughout  a  long  and  tortuous  career, 
was  at  last  unsuccessful.  His  touch  brought  mis- 
fortune J  for  of  the  dozens  of  governments  to  which 
he  swore  allegiance,  and  lent  his  counsel,  each  suc- 
ceeding one  proved  as  insecure  as  its  predecessor. 
The  only  government  which  Nesselrode  has  sup- 
ported, is  at  this  moment  stronger  and  more 
flourishing  than  ever.  When  we  have  such  a 
minister  to  deal  with,  it  need  not  be  stated,  that 
there  is  no  court  in  Europe  where  England  would 
require  to  have  an  able  representative  so  much 
as  here.  Our  ambassador  at  St.  Petersburg  ought 
to  be  a  man  of  long  experience  in  diplomacy — of 
great  firmness,  yet  of  much  courtesy  of  manner — 
of  unimpeachable  integrity,  and  possessed  of  a  high 
sense  of  honour — intimately  versed  in  all  the  com- 
plicated interests  of  his  country,  both  political  and 
commercial — and,  above  all,  inaccessible  to  flat- 
tery. A  man  without  talent  would  be  led  by 
Count  Nesselrode  into  every  snare ;  and  a  vain 
man  would  become  the  emperor's  tool  in  a  single 
week :  for  there  is  nothing  that  Nicholas  excels 
in  more  than  in  detecting  the  weak  side  of  those 

VOL.  I.  2  G 
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and  the  less  frequented  portions  of  '  .  ^^.^  ^ 

To  conceal  their  purpose  better,  j^  ^j^ 

always  appear   to  be  travellint 
yidualsy  and  at  their  own  exp<' 
acquaintance  with  them,  it  wil.       .  ,j^niac^ 
that  their  drafts  are  payable  a:     -  j^-  jyicholas 
nearest  Russian  legation.  .  gnpioy,  to  oonaii- 

Should  any  think  that  we  .^  oeterogMimus  firifas 
peror's  vigilance  too  for,  &i -^idj  u^^g  toO^ks  -b, 
agents  an  almost  ubiquitoL  .^^  ^,g  acoomnliBhal 
remind  the  reader,  that  maj^^|„  ^  Kamtschatki— 

still  further.  Who  is  it  tlui_^^Q^g^  ^nj  Geonrian 

neighbourhood  of  ConstiUt^.^^  ji  kept  in  the  sane 
The  Parisian  journalists^^  jg  Hey  ^p^^  ^^  ^ 

Nicholas."  What  has  Eti4;^,,fc  of  mannerB.     One 

Canada?  " Russian gold^^ ^  jl  ^^  ^3^  j,g^  ^ 

papers— which  fiirther  |i,^^  efficient  one— that  of 

of  the  emperor  busily  fi^^jjented  from  the  remotest 

States,  rallying  the  m]^  ^jfljer  in  the  capital  or 

After   these   specimen  ^^  no  uncommon  thing  to 

some    about  the  eyf-      ^of  Mount  Ararat  seated 

who  shall  accuse  us  .  fiom  the  shores  of  the 

It  IS  so  actively  e  ^^^^^^  particuUtf  study 

emperor  makes  noi  ,^  gehokrs  from  remote 

not  b  T''^^"°«  mme  schools  expressly  for 

attributawf  to'"*  ^^''^^'  '^'  ^""^^ 

peror    himself,  '*^  TMU'^'K  °^  ^l 

—  makes  them  htSy  and 
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lIu'II  sonds  them  back  to  their  native  districts  in 
&<)ine  official  capacity.  The  youths  are,  of  course,  de- 
voted to  him  for  life,  and  do  all  they  can  to  inspire 
their  countrymen  with  the  same  enthusiasm  and 
love  for  the  emperor,  which  they  themselves  feel. 
Carrying  w  ith  them  the  habits  and  improvements 
of  the  more  refined  society  in  which  they  have 
been  brought  up,  they  also  aid  in  spreading,  gra- 
dually, arid  without  violence,  an  uniform  system  of 
manners  throughout  the  whole  empire.  Those, 
however,  who  show  more  than  ordinary  talent,  or 
aptitude  for  some  particular  service,  are  retained 
in  the  capital  and  promoted  to  offices,  in  which 
many  of  them  run  a  brilliant  and  useful  career.  In 
this  way,  the  stranger  in  Russia  is  often  meeting 
people  with  the  dress  and  manners  of  the  most 
finished  gentlemen,  who  afterwards  startle  him  by 
the  announcement  that  they  come  originally  from 
some  distant  spot,  which  he  had  hitherto  regarded 
as  the  haunt  of  none  but  the  Samoeid  or  the  Kal- 
muck. It  needs  some  time  before  we  can  look 
without  wonder  on  professors  from  the  mouths  of 
the  Don,  and  imperial  tutors  from  the  shores  of 
the  Caspian,  speaking  French  and  English  as  if 
bom  in  our  far  West.  One  of  the  gentlemen 
who  accompanied  the  Grand-duke  Michael  in  his 
tour  through  England,  is  a  native  of  Astracan. 
This  system  of  amalgamation  has  also  been  at- 
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tempted  on  a  more  extensive  scale,  viz.  by  colonising 
one  part  of  the  empire  with  settlers  from  another. 
The  natives,  for  instance,  of  ^ome  of  the  recent 
conquests  in  Asia,  have  been  encouraged  to  re- 
move to  some  parts  of  southern  Russia,  bordering 
on  the  Crimea  ;  but  the  policy  of  this  experiment 
is  much  questioned  by  those  who  know  the  habits 
of  the  people. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

IIEVOLUTIONARY  SPIRIT  IN  RUSSIA  ;  DISCONTENT  OF 
THE  ARMY,  AND  LIBERAL  OPINIONS  OF  THE 
nobles;    POLAND;     WAR    IN    THE    CAUCASUS. 

Eleraenra  of  discord  in  die  empire  itself— Causes  of  dissaiisfeclion 
felt  by  llie  nobles — Discontent  among  tlie  officers  a(  Ille  army — 
Tile  emperui'i  harah  nnd  arbitmry  conduct  towards  tliem — Insults 
them — Partiality  to  foreigners — Persecution  of  liberalism — Secret 
political  aaaociations  among  the  nobility,  especially  in  Moscow— 
Prosecutions — Reslrictions  on  travelling — Spread  of  free  opinions 
—  Rumours  of  plots — Of  a  revolution — Its  probable  object — Re- 
publics to  be  established — State  of  Pobnd — Misrepresented  by 
Rusaiau  vriLCcs — War  in  the  Caucasus. 

Admitting,  as  we  fully  do,  that  there  is  much 
wisdom  and  energy  displayed  in  the  system  era- 
ployed  for  keeping  all  the  parts  of  this  vastcmpirc 
together,  yet  we  do  not  see  any  reason  for  be- 
lieving that  they  are  Hkely  to  remain  united  so 
long  as  many  writers  have  imagined.  However  well- 
cemented  the  union  appears,  the  elements  of  dis- 
Iruption  are  even  now  at  work.  The  present  em- 
peror himself  may  live  to  see  the  Tartar  huntsman 
returning  to  his  steed,  and  the  Persian  shepherd 
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to  his  flock.  Nay,  in  Russia  Proper,  in  the  very 
heart  of  his  hereditary  dominions,  there  is  a  little 
worm  at  work  which  may  undermine  his  throne. 
The  discontent  of  his  nobles  is  what  we  allude  to. 
The  same  spirit  which  has  unseated  other  Tzars — 
and,  alas,  how  rudely  1 — now  menaces  him. 

The  causes  of  his  unpopularity  with  this  power- 
ful class  are  various.  Some  have  private  and  deep 
causes  of  dislike — some  have  been  annoyed  by  his 
insulting  and  tyrannical  conduct  towards  them  as 
public  functionaries — some  complain  of  a  denial  of 
j.ustice  —  some  of  an  arbitrary  interference  with 
their  family  rights — some  have  fathers  and  kindred 
pining  in  Siberia  to  avenge — and  all  have,  as  they 
believe,  cause  of  complaint  against  Nicholas,  in  his 
attempts  to  enfranchise  the  serfs — to  raise  the  lower 
classes  at  the  expense  of  their  masters.  This  last 
cause  of  dissatisfaction  every  Englishman  will  of 
course  consider  honourable  to  the  emperor  ;  but  it 
is  one  which,  in  Russia,  operates  against  him  per- 
haps more  powerfully  than  any  other:  for  the 
Russian  noble,  as  has  been  already  stated,  looks 
on  his  serfs  as  we  would  on  beasts  of  burden ; 
they  belong  to  him  as  much  as  the  stones  and  trees 
of  his  estate ;  and  every  attempt  to  rob  him  of 
them,  or  to  render  them  less  valuable,  is  attacking 
him,  not  only  in  his  most  deeply-rooted  prejudices, 
but  in  his  dearest  interests.     Thus  it  is  that  those 
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very  measures — his  efforts,  namely,  in  behalf  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people — which  we  would 
consider  the  most  likely  to  strengthen  the  emperor^s 
throne,  are  precisely  those  which  most  threaten  its 
security. 

Nowhere  is  the  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  more 
violently  at  work  than  in  that  very  body  which  has 
usually  been  looked  upon  as  the  emperor^s  surest 
stronghold — the  army.     Of  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
mon soldiers  we  heard  nothing  unfavourable ;  but, 
admitting  them  to  be  quite  free  from  infection, 
their  allegiance  cannot  be  much  relied  on  when  the 
officers   are   almost   universally   disaffected.      As 
alluded  to  above,  in  speaking  of  the  navy,  this  dis- 
content may  be  traced  to  the  captious  and  tyran- 
nical nature  of  the  discipline  to  which  they  are 
subject.      Officers — not  merely  young  men,  but 
old  and  experienced  veterans  also — are  punished 
in  the  most  arbitrary  manner.     Things,  which  in 
other  countries  would  not  be  noticed  at  all,  are 
here  visited  with  indiscriminating  vengeance.    The 
merest  trifle — a  boot-strap  too  narrow,  or  a  collar 
awry — ^is  censured  with  all  the  severity  of  a  grave 
neglect  of  duty.   For  a  word,  a  look,  a  nothing,  an 
officer  may  be  degraded  to  the  ranks  in  an  instant, 
without  trial  or  right  of  appeal.     When  any  ma- 
noeuvre is  wrong  performed,  all  the  blame  falls  on 
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those  in  command:  insulting  words  are  used  by 
the  emperor  himself,  in  the  hearing  of  the  privates ; 
and  some  say  that  even  blows  have  been  inflicted 
on  gray-haired  men  fit  to  be  his  masters  in  their 
art.  Is  it  enough  to  a  man  of  high  feeling,  that  an 
apology  is  afterwards  made,  for  insults  that  are  only 
more  degrading  when  inflicted  by  one  who  cannot 
be  called  to  account  for  them  ? 

Degradation  to  the  ranks  is  a  very  firequent 
punishment ;  but,  though  frequent,  we  never  heard 
it  spoken  of  but  with  a  bitterness  which  showed 
that  even  banishment  to  Siberia  is  looked  on  as 
less  disgraceful. 

Banishment  to  the  army  of  the  Caucasus  appears 
to  be  another  punishment  resorted  to.  From  the 
harassing  nature  of  the  warfare,  and  the  dangers 
of  the  climate,  it  is  always  looked  upon  as  equiva- 
lent to  sentence  of  death.  Exile  to  Siberia,  which, 
though  not  so  fatal  to  life,  is  more  degrading  than 
the  Caucasus,  awaits  only  those  officers  who  have 
been  guilty  of  grave  oflences. 

For  what  trifling  causes  punishment  may  be  in- 
flicted, is  shown  by  an  anecdote  much  talked  of 
during  our  stay  at  St.  Petersburg.  A  young 
officer,  of  amiable  manners,  believed  that  he  had 
gained  the  esteem  and  favour  of  the  Grand-duke 
Michael.     His  august  protector  carried  his  con- 
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descensioD  so  far,  that  he  had  even  deigned  to 
visit  him  occasionally  at  his  apartments.  But  the 
favour  of  princes  is  fatal  and  fleeting.  He  one 
Lday  entered  the  apartment  of  his  humble  friend 
Banannounced  —  the  youth  was  in  undress — con- 
trary  to  regimental  rules,  he  was  without  his  sash. 
The  moment  the  door  opened  he  knew  what  would 
befal  him.  "  I  am  lost  1"  was  his  exclamation ; 
and  the  foreboding  was  but  too  true — he  was  in- 
stantly ordered  to  the  Caucasus ! 

The  partiality  shown  to  foreigners  is  another 
cause  of  discontent  with  the  higher  classes.  Rus- 
sia, they  say,  has  been  long  enough  under  foreign 
tutelage,  and  can  now  take  care  of  herself,  without 
having  strangers  thrust  into  all  the  most  Important 
and  lucrative  posts  of  the  public  service.  Against 
the  Germans,    in   particular,    the   outcry  b  very 

I  loud. 
The  nobles  are  also  galled  by  the  severity  with 
which  liberalism  is  persecuted.  In  Russia,  every 
tiling  is  permitted  to  a  nobleman — except  to  have 
Opinions.  If  he  has  so  wide  a  license  in  other 
respects,  every  precaution  is  employed  to  pre- 
vent him  from  falling  into  this  offence.  \V'hen  the 
slightest  suspicion  is  entertained  against  an  indi- 
vidual, his  words,  his  visits,  his  associates,  are  all 
most  strictly  watched.  In  fact,  society  is  so  ex- 
tensively infested  with  spies,  that  even  m  his  most 
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private   hours  a  man   is   not   safe   to  speak  his 
mind. 

This  system  of  repressing  all  political  heresy,  so 
rigorously  enforced  against  private  individuals,  is 
of  course  doubly  severe  in  the  army.  Nothing  is 
so  dangerous  for  an  officer  as  to  speak,  nay,  to 
thinkj  on  politics.  Even  in  hh  sleep  a  man  would 
need  to  be  guarded ;  for  there  are  instances  of 
words  spoken  in  dreams  having  been  turned  against 
the  unconscious  self-accuser. 

That  secret  associations  exist  among  the  nobles, 
both  in  Moscow  and  in  other  parts  of  the  empire, 
is  a  fact  which  does  not  rest  merely  on  the  vague 
testimony  of  passing  travellers ;  it  is  confirmed  by 
the  public,  though  not  always  publhhedj  acts  of 
the  government  itself.  As  strangers,  we,  of 
course,  had  no  opportunity  of  knowing  the  truth 
of  all  that  is  whispered  on  this  subject ;  but  no 
foreigner  can  be  long  in  Russia  without  hearing 
the  ominous  words,  "  the  emperor  trembles  before 
the  nobles  of  Moscow !"  We  were  repeatedly 
assured,  on  what  we  consider  undoubted  authority, 
that  many  individuals  of  the  highest  rank  had 
lately  been  punished  for  having  joined  these  socie- 
ties. Few  sentences  of  this  kind  find  their  way  to 
the  newspapers  ;  but  one  of  the  most  recent  prose- 
cutions affected  so  many  individuals,  that  it  has 
reached  all  the  journals  of  Europe  ; — it  is  that  of 
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the  twelve  noblemen  of  Moscow,  who  were 
arrested  in  1837)  and  have  since  been  banished  to 
Siberia,  under  circumstances  of  unusual  cruelty. 

The  emperor  was  long  and  faithfidly  represented 
at  Moscow  by  Prince  Galitzin,  one  of  the  most 
enlightened  and  patriotic  of  the  old  nobility. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that,  but  for  the  influ- 
ence of  this  distinguished  nobleman,  political  dis- 
content would  long  ere  now  have  risen  much 
higher  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom.  Under  a 
despotism,  however,  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to 
merit  the  high  character  now  given  of  the  prince  : 
since  we  left  Russia,  he  has  incurred  the  emperor^s 
disples^ure^  for  not  having  been  sufficiently  zealous 
in  denouncing  these  political  associations.  He  is 
no  longer  governor  of  Moscow.  But  will  his  dis- 
grace arrest  the  tide  of  liberal  opinions  ?  It  will 
be  but  the  signal  for  increased  activity  and  in- 
creased caution,  throughout  all  the  wide  ramifica- 
tions of  the  secret  societies,  which,  in  defiance  of 
the  exertions  made  to  put  them  down,  exist  in 
every  part  of  the  empire. 

Yes,  all  these  persecutions  of  opinion  are  vain. 
The  day  is  gone  by,  even  in  Russia,  when  liberal 
sentiments  can  be  kept  down  by  proscription  and 
banishment.  No  body  of  men  on  the  continent 
have  travelled  so  much  as  the  Russian  nobility  of 
the  higher  class ;    and  it  is  impossible  that  men 
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SO  intelligent  as  many  of  them  are»  eoaki  live  In^ 
in  free  countries  without  imbibing  free  opinions ; 
which,  in  place  of  being  checked,  are  only  moce 
widely  diffused  by  the  severe  measures  employed  to 
Tepiess  them.  With  nations,  as  widi  individaalfl^ 
that  which  is  most  strictly  forbidden,  is  often  wbat 
we  most  eagerly  indulge  in.  Were  the  govern- 
ment  less  severe  in  proscribing  every  thing  like 
liberalism,  and  all  that  can  be  interpveted  to  bonier 
upon  it,  the  taste  for  it  might  soon  diminish ;  bat, 
as  a  natural  consequence  of  the  zeal  and  violence 
displayed  against  free  opinions,  it  is  now  ^'the 
fiishion"  to  be  a  liberal. 

Not  satisfied  with  punishing  liberalism  when  de- 
tected, the  emperor  has  at  last  struck  at  what  is  con- 
sidered the  root  of  the  evil,  by  prohibiting  his  sub- 
jects from  travelling  so  much  as  formerly.  It  is  now 
difficult  for  a  man  of  any  rank  to  obtain  permis- 
sion to  leave  the  country  at  all ;  and  those  who  do 
so,  are  on  no  account  allowed  to  visit  France, 
where  the  most  dangerous  lessons  in  politics  are 
supposed  to  be  given.  England  is  not  yet  erased 
from  the  Russian^s  travelling  map,  but  it  may  soon 
be*  Private  individuals  are  not  suffered  to  stay 
abroad  more  than  five  years,  under  any  pretext; 
dsbose  who  do  not  return  within  that  period,  are 
jonushed  with  confiscation  of  estates  and  property 
\t  every  kind. 
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From  these  lestrictioiis,  of  course,  all  are  ex- 
empted who  travel  as  spies  and  purveyors  of  in* 
teUigenee ;  yet  even  these  are  under  the  strictest 
restraints  when  away.  No  Rusdan,  while  in  a 
foreign  country,  can  consider  himself  free:  the 
terror  with  which  he  regards  his  ambassador,  at 
whatever  place  he  may  for  the  time  be,  is  only  short 
of  that  with  which  he  regards  the  emperor  at  home. 
Trembling  before  the  spies  of  the  one,  as  much  as 
before  the  police  of  the  other,  he  must  report  him- 
self, present  himself,  and  conduct  himself,  with  a 
deference  which  amuses  the  English  traveller, 
happily  exempt  from  all  such  annoyance. 

To  these  causes  of  discontent  many  others 
might  be  added;  but  enough  has  been  said  to 
enable  the  reader  to  understand  the  grievances 
which  have  given  rise  to  those 


—  tales  of  peril,  from  dark  plots  and  snares — 
From  foes  and  discontented  troops  and  nations — 
I  know  not  what — a  labjrrinth  of  things — 
A  maze  of  mHtter*d  threats  and  mysteries.** 


Tlie  question  then  comes  to  this :  Will  the  sup- 
port of  the  lower  classes — for  the  same  impartiality 
which  bids  us  state  that  he  is  disliked  by  the 
nobles,  compels  us  to  add,  that  he  is  enthusiasti- 
cally beloved  by  the  great  body  of  his  subjects — 
will  this  support  of  the  humble  counterbalance 
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the  emniiy  of  the  powerfiil  ?  In  a  fair  fight,  or 
muter  a  constitutional  government,  it  undoubtedly 
wonid ;  but  in  Russia,  unhappily,  there  are  other 
means  for  getting  rid  of  an  obnoxioos  sovereign, 
besides  those  of  open  contest  in  the  field  or  in  the 
senate. 

The  existence  of  this  feeling  against  the  em- 
peror is  now  matter  of  notoriety.  The  nomina- 
tion of  commissioners,  in  the  course  of  the  autumn 
of  1837,  to  inquire  into  charges  of  conspiracy  affect- 
ing many  individuals  of  rank  in  various  parts  of 
the  empire,  is  a  public  confirmation  of  that  with 
which  all  acquainted  with  Russia,  must  have  been 
familiar  from  private  sources  long  ago.  The 
foreign  journals  assert,  that  hundreds  of  the  accused 
have  been  banished  to  Siberia,  by  these  commis- 
sions, within  the  last  few  months.  In  making  the 
above  statements,  therefore,  we  do  not  profess  to 
have  been  revealing  any  thing  new,  but  have 
merely  repeated  facts,  which,  though  not  gene- 
rally known  throughout  Europe,  are  amply  attested 
by  the  public  measures  of  the  Russian  government 
.cseitl 

lu  connexion   with   this    subject,   however,    it 

uattit  to  be  stated,  that  the  emperor  has  it  com- 

:eft?iy  iu  his  own  power  to  convert  any  bad  feel- 

•^ss^  Aoitch  may  exist  against  him  into  those  of  warm 

mtuiiMuu     His  nobles  are   men  of  high  spirit, 
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and,  in  many  respects,  of  enlightened  views ;  the 
emperor  himself  is  of  a  frank  and  noble  character. 
Let  him  no  longer  yield  to  the  counsels  of  an  un- 
feeUng  poUcy ;  but,  following  the  more  generous 
impulse  of  his  own  heart,  let  him  throw  himself 
confidingly  on  the  better  feelings  of  the  aristocracy. 
Let  him  grant  them,  under  due  restraint,  the  pri- 
vileges for  which  they  long — let  him  deprive  them 
of  all  excuse  for  continuing  to  oppress  their  serfs, 
by  abandoning  his  own  rights  over  themselves — 
let  him,  finally,  modify  the  system  of  discipline 
now  in  force  against  his  officers,  and  from  that 
moment  his  throne  will  be  based  on  a  rock,  which 
the  united  strength  of  Europe  shall  not  be  able  to 
shake.  If  he  wishes  his  name  to  live  in  history, 
as  it  is  said  he  does,  what  more  certain  prospect  to 
fame  can  he  find,  than  that  which  he  would  com- 
mand, by  becoming  the  benefactor  of  the  higher, 
as  he  already  is  of  the  lower,  classes  of  his  subjects 
— in  one  word,  by  securing  for  himself  that  most 
rare,  almost  unheard-of,  distinction  among  kings 
and  rulers,  of  being  a  voluntary  reformer  ? 

Among  the  probable  objects  of  a  revolution  in 
Russia,  we  were  surprised  to  find  that  the  esta- 
blishing of  republics  is  supposed  to  be  the  general 
aim.  The  conspiracy  detected  in  1825  (the  dis- 
covery of  which,  it  is  well  known,  clouded  with 
sorrow  the  dying  hours  of  the  benevolent  Alex- 
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ander),  contemplated  the  breaking  up  of  the  em- 
pire into  separate  kingdoms ;  but  the  scheme  most 
generally  in  favour  at  present,  would  seem  to  be 
that  now  mentioned.  If  the  word  republic  sound 
strange  in  connexion  with  Russia,  it  should  be 
remembered  that,  at  least  in  some  parts  of  what  is 
now  called  Russia,  republics  have  already  existed. 
The  time  is  long  gone  by ;  but  the  traditions  of 
liberty,  or  even  of  its  semblance,  do  not  altogether 
die,  even  under  centuries  of  despotism.  That  the 
nobles — among  whom  alone  such  remembrances 
are  to  be  found — have  no  intention  of  giving 
power  to  the  people  by  these  institutions,  will  sur- 
prise no  one,  after  what  has  been  said  above.  They 
would  make  a  revolution  entirely  for  their  own 
benefit :  they  do  not  wish  to  firee  the  people,  but 
to  enslave  them  more  completely.  Surely,  then,  they 
have  chosen  a  wrong  name,  in  styling  their  contem- 
plated governments  "  Republics  I'* 

In  addition  to  all  these  sources  of  domestic 
alarm,  another  remains  to  be  named — Poland. 
This  country  is  far  fix>m  being  so  hopelessly 
humbled,  as  to  entitle  the  emperor  to  dismiss  all 
fear  regarding  it.  Confiscation — Siberia — death 
— are  the  gentle  words  by  which  he  is  governing 
it.  He  is  fast  making  it  a  desert,  but  is  not 
thereby  making  it  more  securely  his  own.  The 
very  severity  of  the  measures  employed  against 


STATE    OF    POLAND.  4^ 

them,  as  might  be  expected,  are  driving  the  people 
more  irresistibly  to  plot  for  their  freedom.  It 
makes  one  weep  to  hear  what  is  hourly  done  in 
that  fair  land.  We  have  heard  its  woes  recited  by 
a  womariy  and  the  appeal  was  irresistible.  Only 
by  stealth,  and  in  whispers,  could  she  name  the 
land  of  her  birth — but  when  she  found  that  Poland 
was  not  yet  without  friends — that  even  strangers 
had  a  kind  word  to  raise  in  her  defence —  she  was 
overcome  with  joy.  The  tale  she  had  to  tell  was 
a  thrilling  one — nobles  driven  through  the  streets 
with  the  scourge — women  dragged  to  infamy — 
children  (I)  punished  for  conspiracy  I  these  are  a  few 
of  the  sights  of  horror  daily  witnessed  in  Poland.  Yet 
they  tell  us  that  the  emperor's  speech  at  Warsaw 
was  but  a  hasty  ebullition — mere  words — threats 
which  he  never  intended  to  execute.  Why,  not 
many  months  had  passed  till  they  were  more  than 
executed ; — as  if  it  had  been  intended  that  their  fill- 
filment  should  be  a  mockery  of  those  constant  de- 
clarations of  his  agents,  who  are  employed  to  tell 
the  world  so  frequently,  that  Poland,  under  his 
benignant  rule,  is  tranquil,  happy,  flourishing. 
Ye^y  flourishing  it  is,  in  the  Russian  sense  of  the 
term ;  for  barracks  and  fortifications  and  prisons 
are  springing  up  on  every  side.  The  large  pro- 
perties are  fast  passing  into  more  faithful  hands. 
Could  the  ill-fated  Poles  in  France  and  England 
VOL.  I.  2  H  . 
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them ;  and  in  support  of  this  assertion,  they  appeal 
to  the  irresistible  fact,  that  now,  at  the  close  of 
1838,  the  power  of  Russia  is  not  more  firmly 
established  amonor  the  Circassians  than  it  was  at 
the  close  of  1836,  when  Captain  Spencer  visited 
their  countrj',  and  made  his  spirit-stirrincr  appeal 
in  their  behalf  to  the  English  nation.  It  is  even 
asserted  that  the  Muscovite  cause  is  becominff 
more  and  more  desperate  every  day ;  for  now  the 
Circassians,  in  place  of  merely  acting  on  the  de- 
fensive, are  about  to  sally  from  their  mountains, 
in  order  to  invade  the  adjoining  provinces  of 
Russia ;  while,  it  is  also  stated,  the  emperor,  in 
addition  to  his  mountain-foes,  has  to  contend 
against  a  still  more  ominous  opposition  ;  namely, 
insubordination  in  his  own  army,  whose  patience 
has  at  length  given  way  under  the  prolonged  mise- 
ries of  this  most  fatiguing  and  inglorious  war. 

Another  strong  ground  of  hope  for  the  Circassians 
may  be  discovered  in  the  favourable  sentiments  with 
which  their  struggle  is  regarded  by  the  surround- 
ing tribes,  all  of  whom  consider  the  cause  so  good, 
that  nothing  but  force  has  kept  them  from  joining 
it.  So  strong  is  this  sympathy,  that,  as  is  not 
unknown  to  many  in  England,  the  chiefs  of 
Georgia  and  Mingrelia,  at  one  time,  actually  sub- 
scribed a  "round-robin,"  pledging  themselves  to 
rise  against  Russia.     The  document  was  sent  to 

Q  iiQ 
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the  Shah  Abbas  Mirza,  who  was  expected  to  aid 
the  attempt ;  but  (will  it  be  credited  ?)  Persia  is 
so  completely  under  Russian  control,  that  its 
monarch  had  no  alternative  but  to  transmit  the 
paper  to  St.  Petersburg.  The  consequences  to 
those  who  had  signed  it  may  easily  be  inferred. 

We  have  heard  from  a  gentleman,  filling  an 
important  situation  under  the  English  government, 
who  visited  the  country  not  long  ago,  that  nothing 
can  be  more  favourable  for  defence  than  the  posi- 
tions now  taken  up  by  the  gallant  warriors.  A  land 
of  mountains,  some  of  which  are  13,000  feet,  and 
few  under  8000  feet  high,  affords  so  many  capa- 
biUtics  for  defence,  that  he  considers  it  next  to 
impossible  to  subdue  them.  Nothing,  he  says, 
can  be  more  picturesque  than  the  aspect  of  this 
region,  as  beheld  from  the  sea.  The  eye  com- 
mands nothing  but  mountains  of  the  wildest  forms, 
separated  by  savage  ravines,  which  are  filled  with 
most  luxuriant  and  beautiful  vegetation.  Strange 
to  say,  the  only  plains  of  this  region  are  on  the 
summits  of  the  mountains ;  while  the  valleys,  which 
in  other  mountainous  countries  are  usually  the 
paths  to  the  higher  spots,  are  here  all  but  impas- 
sable. The  winter  is  exceedingly  severe,  and 
continues  long ;  but  no  sooner  have  the  snows  dis- 
appeared than  vegetation  bursts  at  once  into 
summer  splendour.     The  climate  is  not  so  bad  as 
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the  mortality  in  the  emperor's  army  would  lead  us 
to  suppose;  for  the  numerous  deaths  among  the 
Russians  are  attributable  to  the  position  of  their 
forts  and  encampments,  which  they  have  never 
been  able  to  place  any  where  except  on  the  low 
and  swampy  levels,  that  extend  in  some  places 
between  the  mountains  and  the  sea.  The  excel- 
lent authority  referred  to  was  nearly  in  the  heart 
of  the  principal  scene  of  war,  and  states  that  no 
Russian  vessel  can  come  near  the  shore  without 
being  fired  upon ;  for  the  very  sufficient  reason 
that  almost  every  landing-place  is  commanded  by 
a  height,  fi-om  which  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
dislodge  the  enemy.  The  war  he  considers  as 
nothing  but  a  ruinous  hobby  of  the  emperor ;  it 
can  lead  to  no  result  but  waste  of  life  and  trear 
sure.  The  people  hate  the  Russians  so  invete- 
rately,  that  nothing  but  the  humane  tenure  of 
complete  extermination  can  render  Circassia  a  sure 
possession  of  the  emperor. 

To  this  enumeration  of  the  causes  which  ren- 
der the  emperor's  position,  a  less  enviable  one 
than  it  is  generally  supposed  to  be,  much  might 
still  be  added.  More  discontented  nations — more 
ill-secured,  because  unjustly  acquired,  conquests 
might  be  named. 

Is  Finland  safe  ?  Its  inhabitants  are  Swedes — 
in  descent,  in  manners,  in  affections — and  wait  but 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

THE    EMPEROR*S    PROJECTS   AGAINST    BRITISH    INDIA 
CONSIDERED ALLIANCE    WITH    PRUSSIA. 

March  through  Persia  to  Hindustan — This  conquest  a  favourite 
theme  with  French  writers — Actually  planned  and  contemplated 
by  Russia — Its  absurdity  and  impracticability — Can  be  easily 
counteracted  by  England — Favourable  stations  for  us  in  the 
Persian  Gulf,  &c. — Allies  of  the  emperor — Doubtful  friendship 
with  Austria — Prussian  aid — Views  of  that  state  on  Ham- 
burg. 

We  have  now  hurriedly  and  imperfectly  stated 
some  of  the  reasons  which  induce  us  to  believe  that, 
in  place  of  being  able  to  add  to  his  dominions,  the 
emperor  will  for  the  next  few  years  have  sufficient 
employment  in  keeping  together  those  which  he 
already  possesses.  However  ambitious  he  may  be 
to  distinguish  himself  as  a  warrior,  he  will  not,  for 
the  present,  attempt  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
Europe.  That  he  will  ultimately  do  so,  when 
Poland  is  more  secure,  Circassia  conquered,  and 
internal    factions   appeased,    there  can   be    Uttle 
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doubt;  and  therefore  it  is  that  we  urge  cm 
England  the  necessity  of  being  prepared  for  a 
struggle. 

Should  the  emperor  find  us  too  strong  to  give  him 
any  chance  at  sea,  it  is  generally  thought  that  he  will 
attack  us  by  land,  on  what  he  believes  to  be  our 
most  vulnerable  side, — through  our  Indian  pos- 
sessions. With  French  writers,  at  least,  this 
has  long  been  a  frequent  and  a  favourite  theme. 
They  every  now  and  then  remind  us  that  it  is 
among  the  distant  defiles  of  the  Sutlege,  or  the 
yet  more  distant  and  equally  probable  jungles  of 
Coimbatore,  that  the  doom  of  proud  England  will 
be  sealed  ;  or  sometimes  they  make  the  discovery 
that  the  Punjaub  or  the  Sunderbunds  will  be  the 
more  fitting  scene  of  our  humiliation — of  a  fell, 
from  which  we  shall  never  rise. 

When  enumerating  the  emperor^s  projects  at  a 
former  page,  we  did  not  mention  this  one  amongst 
them,  because  we  were  then  giving  only  those 
which  we  considered  most  practicable.  For, 
although  no  one  acquainted  with  history  will 
assert,  in  the  face  of  so  many  instances  of  its 
having  been  actually  accompUshed,  that  this  pas- 
sage is  altogether  impossible,  yet  few  can  look 
upon  it  as  an  enterprise  very  likely  to  succeed  in 
the  present  day,  and  with  modem  troops.  Un- 
deterred, however,  by  any  regard  to  its  difficulty. 
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Nicholas,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  has,  at 
times,  cherished  a  scheme  something  like  that  now 
alluded  to.  With  eagle  eye  be  has  surveyed  the 
wide  space  from  the  Caspian  to  the  mouths  of  the 
Hoogly,  and,  in  dreams,  seen  his  banner  waving 
on  the  ruins  of  Fort  William.  His  empire,  begin- 
ning with  conquered  Greece,  would  then  extend 
from  the  eastern  side  of  the  Adriatic  to  the  "  solar 
shores  of  Ganges ;"  from  Cape  Coraorin  to  the 
ridge  of  the  Himmalayas,  and  thence,  in  one  flight, 
to  the  Arctic  shores.  This  would  be  something 
like  an  empire  for  a  man  to  breathe  in.  And  who 
shall  say  that  it  is  unreasonably  large  ?  It  will 
only  be  a  little  more  extensive  than  that  ruled 
over  by  Alexander,  or  than  the  Caliphate,  under 
Haroun-al-Raschid,  when  it  spread  from  the  Py- 
renees to  the  Indus. 

Absurd  as  the  project  may  appear  to  those  who 
have  not  turned  their  attention  to  such*  subjects, 
the  miles  have  been  counted,  the  rivers  crossed, 
the  mountains  scaled ;  the  whole  scheme  stands 
among  the  imperial  archives  at  St.  Petersburg,  as 
feir  and  legible  as  engineer's  quill  and  surveyor's 
compass  can  make  it.  Neither  does  the  project 
date  merely  from  yesterday.       It  is    at  least  aa 

I  old  as  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great ;  for,  in  the 
account  of  his  expedition  against  Persia,  it  is 
expressly  stated,  that  he  had  long  meditated  the 
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scheme  of  ruling  in  the  Caspian  Sea  by  a  powerful 
marine,  ^^and  thus  to  cause  the  commerce  of 
Persia,  and  of  a  part  of  India,  to  pass  througfa 
his  states." — (Voltaire's  Peter  the  Qreat,  chap. 
xvi.)  Yet,  however  long,  or  however  fondly  the 
project  may  have  been  cherished,  it  is  but  a  dream. 
The  emperor  and  his  wise  men  have  been  planning 
an  impossibility.  Mountains,  that  are  easily  scaled 
on  paper,  prove  but  a  rough  path  when  an  army 
comes  to  climb  through  them  inch  after  incL 
Allow  this  second  hero  of  Macedon  to  be  actually 
on  his  inarch,  how  many  months  would  it  take  him 
to  reach  even  the  most  northerly  point  of  the 
British  frontier?  Admitting  even  that  Russia 
were  mistress  of  Persia, — ^as  she  is  very  likely  to 
be  at  no  distant  day,  -  and  that  she  could  secure 
the  neutrality  or  the  co-operation  of  the  other 
intervening  tribes — of  which  there  is  little  proba- 
bility— where  would  she  find  means  of  maintaining 
such  a  numerous  force  as  would  be  requisite  for  any 
attempt  of  the  kind?  How  organize  supplies 
through  at  least  2000  miles, — the  distance  to  be 
crossed  before  reaching  the  frontiers  of  the  coun- 
tries which  divide  the  English  territories  from 
Persia?  and  how  find  her  way  through  at  least 
1000  miles  more,  before  she  touch  even  the 
nearest  frontier  of  British  India  ?  She  must  first 
give  fertility  to  sands  which  never  were  green ; 
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and  raise  a  numerous  population  where  man  is 
fast  disappearing.  Having  accomplished  these 
wonders,  she  must  next  charm  mountains  and 
rivers  from  their  stubborn  positions.  But,  until 
these  and  many  other  impossibilities  have  been 
achieved,  it  will  be  vain  for  her  to  think  of  march- 
ing  on  an  invasion,  regarded  by  every  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  countries  as  utterly  imprac- 
ticable under  existing  circumstances. 

All  the  reasoning  that  has  been  employed  on 
this  subject  is  so  ably  condensed  in  the  following 
passage,  written  twenty  years  ago,  and,  conse- 
quently, at  a  time  when  the  subject  would  be 
more  dispassionately  considered  than  under  the 
present  excitement  regarding  the  enterprises  of 
Russia,  that  it  must  carry  conviction  to  every 
impartial  mind.  **  That  the  passage  is  pos- 
sible,'* says  an  able  writer,  "iio  one  who  recol- 
lects the  many  similar  transits  in  Sir  John  Mal- 
colm's history  can  safely  venture  to  deny.  But 
in  what  condition  an  European  army  would  arrive 
at  Delhi,  after  fighting  its  way  fix)m  the  fords 
of  the  Araxes  j  what  would  be  the  health  of  the 
troops  after  passing  so  many  different  climates; 
how  many  cannon  would  have  been  abandoned  in 
the  sands  of  Durra  and  Beloochistan ;  how  many 
horsemen  would  *  tighten  their  reins*  in  despair, 
when  the  ridges  of  the  Indian  Caucasus  rose  be- 
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fore  them  ;  and  with  what  remaining  strength  and 
spirit  the  invader  would  be  enabled  to  cope  with 
forces  as  well  disciplined  as  his  own  in  the  best  of 
times, — are  subjects,  we  apprehend,  to  be  quite  as 
seriously  considered  by  those  who  meditate  such 
an  attack,  as  by  those  who  are  called  upon  to 
resist  it."* 

But  the  strongest  arg^ument  of  all  against  this 
much- vaunted  threat,  lies  in  the  fact  that,  before 
the  invading  army  could  have  got  through  the 
first  desert,  the  fate  of  the  Russian  empire  would 
be  decided  in  a  very  different  quarter.  Ere 
England  could  be  injured  in  even  the  remotest  of 
her  wide-spread  dependencies,  Russia  would  have 
received  a  death-blow  in  the  most  vital  point. 
Hindustan  is  many  months'  journey  away  from 
St.  Petersburg;  but  Cronstadt  is  within  a  few 
days*  sail  of  England. 

If  England  chose  to  exert  herself,  however,  even 
at  this  eleventh  hour,  she  could  still  do  much  to 
counteract  the  eraperor^s  influence  in  Persia ;  for, 
both  sovereign  and  people  lean  to  us  more  than  to 
their  Muscovite  conquerors.  If  no  other  way  re- 
mains for  strengthening  ourselves  against  the  con- 
sequences of  Russian  predominance  in  those  re- 
gions,   why  delay  so    strangely   to    secure    the 

*  Quarterly  Review,  1816,  vol.  xv.,  p.  291. 
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long-talked-of  islands  in  the  gulf  of  Persia,  which, 
when  fortified,  as  they  could  easily  be,  would  give 
us  a  Gibraltar  in  the  East,  that  may  one  day  be 
as  useful  to  us,  as  the  one  which  cost  us  dearer  in 
the  Mediterranean?  We  are  surely  as  able  to 
pay  for  these  places — if  payment  be  the  question — 
as  the  Americans  are  to  pay  for  Pola  in  the 
Adriatic — ^negotiations  about  the  purchase  of  which 
are  still  going  on  between  the  Austrians  and  them. 
What  is  lawful  for  them  to  do  in  Europe,  cannot 
be  unlawful  for  us  in  Asia. 

Without  entering  into  further  details  regarding 
the  ambitious  projects  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas, 
we  may  now  try  to  answer  the  important  question. 
Who  are  the  allies  that  are  to  support  him  in  ac- 
complishing these  daring  schemes  ?  For,  bold  and 
confident  though  he  is,  no  one  will  suppose  him 
capable  of  attempting  so  much  with  his  own  single 
hand. 

The  support  of  France, — the  probability  of  his 
obtaining  which  has  already  been  hinted  at, — is  by 
far  too  doubtful  to  entitle  him  to  place  much  confi- 
dence upon  it  in  the  hour  of  need.  She  might 
join  him  in  a  war  against  England ;  but  in  any 
other  quarrel  that  could  arise,  the  interests  of 
France  and  Russia  would  be  so  directly  opposed 
to  each  other,  that  no  fear  need  be  entertained 
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her  alliance  with    Austria.      But    though  there 
be  a  seeming  friendship,   there  is  no  real  good- 
will  between  those  two  courts.      The  pride   of 
Austria  has  been  too  deeply  wounded  by  Russia 
in  various  ways,    of   late,    to   make  it  probable 
that  the  present  alliance  can  be  of  long  duration. 
Austria,  from  the  first,  foresaw  the  evil  conse- 
quences of  the  success  of  Russia  in  the  recent  war 
with  Turkey ;  but  the  peaceful  policy  in  which 
she  so  honestly  perseveres,  prevented  her  from 
interfering  at  the  time.     Now,  however,  she  feels 
the  full  shame  of  her  too  conciliating  system,  in 
the  hourly  insults  she  was  preparing  for  herself, 
when  she  permitted  Russia  to  plant  her  forts  and  her 
custom-houses  at  the  mouths  of  the  Danube — when 
she  inconsiderately  committed  the  water-gates  of  her 
fair  empire  to  the  keeping  of  her  most  powerful 
enemy.     Her  turn  for  vengeance  is  not  yet  come, 
but  come  it  will.     Let  a  good  occasion  arise— let 
another  European  war  break  out — and  it  will  soon 
be  seen  how  cordial  is  the  amity  between  Austria 
and  Russia. 

Nicholas,  however,  has  another  German  ally, 
and  one  on  whom  he  knows  that  he  can  reckon  in 
every  emergency.  There  cannot  be  the  least 
doubt,  that  the  friendship  between  him  and  the 
court  of  Berlin,  is  extremely  close,   and,  for  the 
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rest  of  Europe,  pregnant  with  danger.  To  use  a 
familiar  expression,  they  understand  each  other 
most  thoroughly.  There  is  no  scheme  of  the  em- 
peror's so  ambitious,  that  Prussia  will  not  support 
him  in  it.  Nicholas  cannot  add  a  single  league  to 
his  territory,  but  at  the  expense  of  the  honour  or 
of  the  interests  of  some  of  the  greater  powers  of 
Europe :  Prussia,  on  the  contrary,  has  nothing  to 
lose,  and  may  even  gain  by  the  aggrandizement  of 
Russia.  On  Prussia,  therefore,  the  emperor  relies 
with  unbounded  confidence ;  and  her  friendship 
would  be  of  infinite  value  to  him,  were  it  only  as  a 
barrier  against  the  powers  of  the  West.  In  the 
event  of  a  war  with  France,  Prussia  could  at  least 
keep  the  enemy  at  bay,  till  the  Russian  troops 
should  be  brought  back  from  more  distant  fields. 

We  have  heard  many  Prussians  say,  that  the 
present  close  alliance  between  their  government 
and  that  of  Russia  is  a  mere  **  family  affair*' — 
nothing  more  than  a  kind  of  gratitude  to  the  all- 
powerful  emperor  of  the  Russians,  for  having  been 
the  first  to  raise  a  Prussian  princess  to  a  throne  of 
the  highest  rank.  "  How,"  say  they — the  liberal 
party  in  Prussia — "  how  can  we,  a  civilized,  and 
now,  by  universal  admission,  a  highly  enlightened 
nation,  have  any  real  sympathy  with  such  a  bar- 
bai*ous  people  as  the  Russians,  and  so  despotic  a 
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ruler  as  their  Tzar  ?  It  is  to  England,  the  land  of 
free  institutions,  that  we  lean,  and  her  should  we 
wish  to  have  for  an  ally,  because  it  is  for  institutions 
like  hers  that  we  wait,  and  ere  long,  must  have.^* 

But  though  the  sympathies  of  the  more  in- 
telligent in  Prussia  are  in  favour  of  England,  the 
government  is  most  decidedly  Russian.  The  pru- 
dence of  the  present  king — a  prudence  learnt  from 
afflictions  the  longest  continued,  the  most  humi- 
liating, and  the  most  severe,  endured  by  any  monarch 
of  our  eventful  century — keeps  him  from  embark- 
ing in  war  in  conjunction  with  Russia.  So  long  as 
Frederick  William  is  spared,  Prussia  will  not  rashly 
engage  in  a  game  which  at  one  time  cost  her  so 
dear:  but,  in  the  course  of  nature,  his  days  cannot 
now  be  many,  and  when  "  another  shall  reign  in 
his  stead,"  the  ardour  of  a  younger  king  will  soon 
forget  the  sage  counsels  of  his  more  temperate 
father.  The  Crown-Prince,  it  is  well  known,  is  a 
most  decided — we  should  say  more — a  most  un- 
compromising admirer  of  Russia  and  her  policy. 

There  is  a  way,  too,  by  which  the  emperor  can 
secure  the  support  of  every  man  in  Prussia— libe- 
rals, soldiers,  and  philosophers.  Much  as  they 
gained,  both  in  territory  and  in  power,  at  the 
Congress  of  Vienna,  the  Prussians  are  not  yet 
satisfied.     They  must  have  more.     They  have  as 
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Let  it  not  be  imagined,  however,  that  this  state- 
ment is  made  from  bad  feeling  to  the  Prussians. 
On  the  contrary,  there  is  no  nation  on  the  conti- 
nent whom  we  consider  more  worthy  of  the  esteem 
of  Englishmen ;  for  there  is  none  more  enlight- 
ened, none  more  brave,  none  (we  are  not  speaking 
of  the  government,  but  of  the  nation)  more  kindly 
disposed  towards  England,  and  none  of  whose  good 
opinion  England  has  more  reason  to  be  proud.  In 
saying,  as  we  have  now  done,  that  they  are  eager 
for  the  aggrandizement  of  Prussia,  we  say  nothing 
that  does  them  shame ;  and  we  do  it  in  the  hope 
that  England  may  find  means  of  detaching  them 
fix)m  an  alliance,  not  more  unfavourable  to  her, 
than  it  will  in  the  end  prove  to  be  to  them.  The 
sentiments  of  the  great  mass  of  the  Prussian 
nation  being,  as  already  stated,  so  favourable  to 
England  and  English  principles,  we  ought  to  em- 
ploy every  means  to  cherish  that  partiality. 

Much  good  has  already  been  done  in  this  re- 
spect, through  the  agency  of  Lord  WilUam  Russell, 
the  vigilant  representative  of  Great  Britain  at  the 
court  of  Berlin  ;  and  if  our  government  give  him 
efficient  aid  in  carrying  out  his  enlightened  views, 
both  the  sovereign  and  the  people  of  Prussia 
would  be  soon  weaned  from  their  projects  of  con- 
quest ;  and  the  two  greatest  protestant  powers  of 
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Europe  would  once  more  cement  the  bonds  of  a 
friendship,  which  ought  never  to  have  been  even 
temporarily  mtemipted,  and  which  cannot  be  long 
dissolved,  without  the  most  fatal  detriment  to  the 
highest  interests  of  the  whole  human  race. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

THE     emperor's     PARTIALITY     TO    THE    ENGLISH 

INFLUENCE    AND    SERVICES    OF    LORD    DURHAM. 

Russian  nobles  unfavourable  to  a  war  with  England— Nicholas  him- 
self fond  of  Englishmen — His  attention  to  our  travelling  coun- 
trymen— Captain in  the  imperial  palace — The  emperor's 

anxiety  to  know  the  state  of  public  opinion,  in  England — Reads 
our  newspapers,  and  debates  in  parliament — His  respect  for  Lord 
Durham — Favours  obtained  by  him  for  Englishmen — Has  re- 
moved many  of  the  emperor's  prejudices  regarding  England- 
Mistakes  about  us  on  the  continent. 

We  are  far  from  believing  that  the  Emperor 
Nicholas,  even  with  the  certainty  of  that  support 
from  Prussia,  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
will  be  eager  to  provoke  a  war  with  any  of  the 
European  powers.  Some  of  the  facts,  connected 
with  the  internal  dissensions  of  his  empire,  which 
may  be  regarded  as  securities  for  his  good  beha- 
viour towards  Europe  in  general,  have  been 
already  enumerated ;  and  we  shall  now  state  some 
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of  those  considerations  which  are  likely  to  prevent 
him  from  seeking  a  rupture  with  England  in  par- 
ticular. 

Among  the  reasons  which  will  restrain  him  from 
going  rashly  to  war  with  England,  is  the  sure 
knowledge  which  he  possesses,  that  such  a  war 
would  be  most  unpopular  among  his  own  subjects. 
England  can  do  much  better  without  Russia,  than 
Russia  can  without  England.  His  nobles  have  not 
yet  forgotten  the  embarrassing  diminution  which 
their  incomes  experienced,  during  the  adherence  of 
Russia  to  the  Continental  System  of  NapoleoD, 
afler  the  treaty  of  Tilsit.  They  know  that  the 
moment  we  refiise  to  take  the  hemp  and  other 
produce  of  their  estates,  their  best  source  of  in- 
come is  dried  up.  In  Russia,  as  in  other  coun- 
tries, rich  and  poor  depend  on  each  other :  if  the 
peasant  cannot  dispose  of  the  tallow  which  he 
hoards,  the  nobleman  cannot  look  for  his  dues. 

Another  reason  for  believing  that  there  is  no 
chance  of  an  immediate  war  between  Russia  and 
England,  lies  in  the  emperor's  character.  Though 
he  has  at  times  cherished  wild  projects  of  am- 
bition, yet,  those  who  know  him  best  maintain 
that,  in  his  calmer  moments,  he  has  no  serious 
desire  to  measure  weapons  with  us.  If  he  be  in- 
creasing his  fleet,  and  keeping  his  army  on  so 
strong  a  footing,  it  is  only  with  a  view  to  be  ready 
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for  war  when  war  becomes  inevitable.  Instead  of 
hating  the  English,  it  is  said  that  there  is  no 
nation  which  he  more  admires,  and  none  of  which 
he  is  so  anxious  to  acquire  the  good  opinion.  He 
is  willing  to  make  every  sacrifice,  in  order  to  re- 
move our  prejudices  against  him  and  Russia. 

As  a  proof  of  this,  it  must  be  stated,  that  in 
no  country  are  English  travellers  treated  with  such 
distinction ;  the  very  name  is  a  passport.  Where 
travellers  of  other  nations  are  treated  with  neglect, 
the  Englishman  meets  with  the  warmest  attention. 
"  We  have  no  merit  in  using  you  well,**  said  the 
amiable  Countess ,  to  whom  we  were  express- 
ing our  gratitude  for  the  courteous  attentions  re- 
ceived from  her  and  her  husband,  who  holds  an 
official  situation  in  one  of  the  most  important  divi- 
sions of  Central  Russia.  ^^  In  showing  attention  to 
the  English  who  come  our  way,  my  husband  is 
only  obeying  the  express  commands  of  the  em- 
peror.** 

Nor  is  it  through  others  merely  that  he  shows 
his  regard  for  our  countrymen  :  he  is  personally  at 
much  pains  to  render  their  stay  in  Russia  agree- 
able. In  fact,  his  attention  to  English  visiters 
who  have  once  become  known  to  him,  is  extreme. 
They  are  invited  to  court ;  honoured  with  much 
of  his  conversation ;  recognised  in  the  streets,  to 
die  great  astonishment  of  the  natives ;  and  have 
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every  facility  given  them  for  visiting  all  that  may 
interest  them.     Nor  are  these  attentions  extended 
merely  to  men  of  high  station — to  the  duke  or 
earl,  whether  minister  or  not,  who  may  stray  into 
the  Russian  territories  once  in  ten  years.     In  that 
case  it  might  be  said  that  it  is  to  their  rank,  not 
their  country,  that  the  homage  is  paid :  but  he  is 
equally  attentive  to  those  devoid  of  all  claim  from 
rank  or  official  consequence.  This  was  particularly 
evinced  by  the  distinguished  kindness  shown  to  an 
officer  of  the  English  navy — at  present,  we  believe, 
on  the  South- American  station— who  visited  St 
Petersburg  a  few  summers  ago,  without  any  espe- 
cial introductions   beyond   those   of  gentlemanly 
manners  and  great  zeal  for  his  profession.     After 
being  some  time  in  Russia,  the  gallant  captain  sur- 
prised his  friends  in  other  parts  of  the  world  by  the 
announcement  that  he  had  been  spending  part  of 
his  time  on  a  visit  in  the  imperial  palace.     In  fact, 
the  emperor,  pleased  with  his  manner,  and  eager, 
as  he  always  is,  to  turn  to  account  every  oppor- 
tunity  of  obtaining  information,  showed  him  un- 
bounded kindness — took  him  to  see  his  ships — made 
him  dine  with  the  empress ;  in  a  word,  treated  him 
as  a  brother  officer  would  have  treated  his  old  com- 
rade after  long  separation.  The  English  gentlemen 
resident  in  the   capital,    accustomed  only  to  the 
stiff  and  killing  formality  with  which  the  imperial 
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family  treat  even  the  highest  nobles  about  them, 
were  struck  with  amazement  when  walking  with 
their  naval  friend,  to  hear  a  grand-duke  or  a 
minister  of  state  salute  him,  in  passing,  with  a 
"  How  d*ye  do  ?*'  or  a  "  Comment  ga  va  f**  with 
all  the  familiarity  of  ordinary  mortals.  In  this  in- 
stance  the  emperor  did  not  lose  his  labour :  the 
gallant  captain,  who,  besides  being  a  liberal  in 
politics,  had  gone  to  St.  Petersburg  with  even 
more  than  the  usual  prejudices  which  Englishmen 
entertain  against  Russia  and  its  sovereign,  became 
so  complete  a  convert,  that  no  yoimg  ensign  whom 
he  had  personally  selected  for  promotion  could  be 
more  enthusiastic  in  sounding  the  praises  of  Nicho- 
las than  he  has  ever  since  been. 

In  fact,  a  desire  to  obtain  the  good  opinion  of 
England,  is  a  prominent  part  of  the  emperor^s  cha- 
racter. In  this  respect  he  resembles  Napoleon, 
who,  all  the  time  that  he  was  making  war  upon  us, 
and  abusing  us  through  his  journals,  was  most 
sensitively  desirous  to  know  what  was  thought  and 
said  of  him  in  England.  So  anxious  is  Nicholas 
on  this  head,  that  when  any  discussion  is  coming 
on  in  the  British  parliament  connected  with  Rus- 
sia, he  has  no  rest  till  he  sees  the  speeches.  Never 
was  this  anxiety  more  remarkably  shown  than  when 
Lord  Dudley  Stuart,  now  nearly  three  years  ago, 
announced  his  intention  of  bringing  the  afiair  of 
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Cracow  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  when 
the  attention  of  the  house,  much  about  the  same 
time,  was  to  be  called  to  the  progress  of  Russian 
power  in  the  East.     The  emperor^s  eagerness  to 
know  what  had  been  said  was  boimdless.     On  one 
or  other  of  these  occasions  the  government  news- 
papers had  not  arrived  at  the  regular  time ;  but 
the  moment  it  was  discovered  that  Lord  Durham 
had  received  the  London  journals,  they  were  sent 
for  with  as  much  haste  as  if  the  fate  of  Russia  had 
hung  on  the  lips  of  Mn  Wakley  or  Mr.  Attwood. 
The  speeches,   it  will  be  recollected,  were  very 
acrimonious.    A  belief  had  for  some  time  prevailed 
that  the  emperor  was  preparing  for  immediate  war ; 
and  our  merchants  were  complaining  of  insults  and 
injuries  received  at  his  hands,  or  at  his  instigation, 
in  the  East.    Under  these  circumstances,  each  suc- 
cessive  speaker   went   beyond    **  the   honourable 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down'*  in  abuse  of 
Russia.     War — nothing  but  instant  and  unrelent- 
ing war,  it  seemed,   could  wipe  out  the  stains  in- 
flicted on  the  outraged  dignity  of  England.     The 
emperor  read  all  this — -and,  as  might  be  expected, 
was  furious.     The  uncourtly  plainness  of  English 
radicals  is  most  unmeet  for  an  emperor's  ear.    The 
threat  of  "  war"  he  could  forgive — if  it  must  come 
to  that,  let  the  two  nations  even  try  their  strength ; 
the  sooner  the  better:  but   the    "abuse'* — the 
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taunts  of  barbarism,  tyranny,  slavery,  and  all  the 
other  terms  of  polite  indignation,  strewed  as  thickly 
through  the  reports  of  the  speeches,  as  if  the  prin- 
ter had  kept  a  supply  of  them  ready  set  for  the 
occasion,  and  thrown  them  in  at  random — these 
were  what  Nicholas  could  not  away  with.  But, 
fortunately.  Lord  Durham  was  at  hand :  he  knew 
something  more  of  the  House  of  Commons  than 
his  majesty  could  do,  and  put  matters  in  their 
true  light.  The  imperial  wrath  died  away;  but 
with  it  did  not  die  the  regret  felt  by  every  friend 
of  England  in  St.  Petersburg,  that  it  is  now  so 
much  the  &shion  to  speak  of  Russia  in  these  irri- 
tating terms.  All  with  whom  we  talked  on  this 
subject  say  that  such  diatribes  do  a  great  deal  of 
harm.  Russia  is  not  to  be  conquered  by  the  rhe- 
toric of  Billingsgate.  It  would  be  more  wise  to  be 
prepared  to  fight  her  than  to  lull  ourselves  in  that 
fancied  superiority  which  such  representations  are 
calculated  to  cherish.  Charges  of  barbarism  are 
easily  made  —  they  cost  neither  much  time  nor 
much  penetration  ;  but  both  writers  and  speakers 
would  be  doing  much  more  good  to  England  by 
acquainting  her  with  facts  than  by  pleasing  her 
with  tropes.  It  is  only  by  looking  boldly  at  our 
danger — ^by  counting  the  ships,  the  soldiers,  the 
resources  of  Russia — that  we  can  ever  be  prepared 
for  the  struggle  which  must  come. 
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has  had  much  share  in  producing  this  change,  can- 
not be  doubted  :  he  has  "  seen  with  his  own  eyes'* 
that  there  may  be  good  things  even  in  the  much- 
libelled  Russia,  and  by  his  own  experience  learnt 
that  a  despot  can  be  both  amiable  and  en- 
lightened. 

Intercourse  with  the  emperor  would  seem,  in 
fact,  to  be  fatal  to  our  liberal  coimtrymen.     His 
glance  no  sooner  falls  upon  them  than  they  become 
his  most  devoted  admirers ;  and  the  same,  we  are 
afraid,  must  be   admitted  of  his  power  over  our 
countrymen  of  the  opposite  party, — as  is  well  shown 
by  the  case  of  the  noble  marquis  whose  work  on 
Russia  has  already  been  referred  to  in  these  pages. 
It  is  but  fair  to  state,  however,  in  regard  to  Lord 
Durham,  that  the  emperor  had  much  trouble  before 
he  could  make  him  a  good  Russian.     His  visits  to 
the  ambassadorial  villa,  we  have  heard,  were  so 
frequent,    that  his  lordship  has  sometimes  been 
compelled  to  discourage  them.     In  fact,  the  dis- 
tinction with  which  he  was  treated  by  the  emperor 
was  most  remarkable.     Wherever  he  went,  to  the 
fleet  or  to  the  camp,  at  church  and  at  court.  Lord 
Durham  had  to  be  with  him.    It  was  soon  seen  that, 
greatly  to  the  annoyance  of  the  other  foreign  mini- 
sters, literally  nothing  could  be  done  without  the 
English  ambassador.   Some  of  our  countrymen,  in- 
deed, feared  that  his  lordship  had  become  too  good  a 
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courtier,  and  alleged  that  the  imperial  attentions 
had  no  other  aim  than  to  flatter  him  into  con- 
venient security.  The  emperor,  said  they,  is  a 
clever  man,  a  quick  judge  of  character,  and,  having 
soon  discovered  his  lordship's  foible,  was  merely 
playing  on  his  vanity,  by  those  extreme  marks  of 
personal  esteem.  In  plain  terms,  they  hinted  that 
Nicholas,  to  use  a  vulgar  expression,  was  too  much 
for  Lord  Duriiam,  and  loaded  him  with  all  these 
attentions  merely  to  put  him  off  his  guards  and  to 
enable  him  to  carry  on  his  own  schemes  undis- 
turbed. 

For  our  own  parts,  however,  we  found  no  rea- 
son to  concur  in  these  sentiments.  So  fiur  as  we 
could  learn.  Lord  Durham  did  not  neglect  his 
country's  interests,  nor  allow  himself  to  be  over- 
reached in  a  single  instance.  The  non-rejection 
even  of  exaggerated  courtesies  does  not  necessarily 
imply  the  sacrifice  of  any  principle. 

That  the  emperor^s  compliments  were  not  all 
empty  ones,  was  well  shown  by  a  case  which  was 
much  talked  of  during  our  stay  in  the  Russian  ca- 
pital ;  and  which,  besides  doing  credit  to  his  lord- 
ship's vigilance  as  the  protector  of  his  countrymen, 
speaks  strongly  for  his  humanity  as  an  individual. 

An  Englishman  of  the  name  of  G ,  having  been 

wronged  out  of  a    considerable    sum — 160,000 
roubles  (6400/.)  or  thereabouts — in  some  transac- 
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tion  with  government  more  than  thirty  years  ago, 
raised  an  action  in  the  courts  of  law,  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  some  redress.  Years  passed  away,  how- 
ever, without  bringing  any  prospect  of  a  favourable 
termination  to  his  suit.  At  last,  when  the  whole  of 
the  tribunals  through  which  the  case  had  been  drag- 
ging its  tedious  length,  had  decided  against  him,  he 
gave  up  all  hope  of  ever  recovering  his  money. 
This  was  some  time  before  Lord  Durham's  arrival 
at  St.  Petersburg ;  but  the  disappointed  suitor, 
hearing  soon  after  that  the  new  ambassador  was 
very  attentive  to  all  questions  brought  before  him, 
and  especially  to  those  affecting  the  rights  or  in- 
terests of  even  the  humblest  of  his  coimtrymen, 
took  courage  and  submitted  the  case  for  his  consi- 
deration. His  lordship  finding  that  there  really 
was  foul  play  in  the  matter,  resolved,  as  the  only 
likely  way  of  obtaining  justice,  to  lay  the  pa- 
pers before  the  emperor  himself.  Nor  had  he  cal- 
culated wrong  in  trusting  to  his  majesty's  high 
sense  of  justice ;  for^  although  it  is  contrary  to 
his  usual  habits  to  revise  a  proceeding  which  has 
been  heard  before  all  the  regular  tribunals,  yet, 
solely  out  of  regard  to  Lord  Durham,  as  he  took 
care  to  state,  he  made  himself  carefully  master  of 
the  whole  transaction,  and,  in  a  few  weeks,  sent  the 
overjoyed  Englishman  an  order  for  the  full  pay- 
ment of  his  claim. 
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Nor  was  it  merely  by  procuring  favours  for  indivi- 
duals that  our  late  ambassador  at  the  court  of  St 
Petersburg  turned  his  influence  with  the  emperor  to 
account ;  for  he  also  procured  some  most  important 
favours  for  our  merchants  as  a  body ;  such  as  the 
abolition  of  burdensome  restrictions,  by  which  some 
branches  of  the  trade  with  England  were  hampered. 

But  of  all  the  services  rendered  by  Lord  Dur- 
ham to  his  country,  while  acting  as  our  minister  in 
Russia,  none  is  more  important  than  that  which 
he  conferred,  by  removing  the  misapprehension 
under  which  the  emperor  laboured,  in  regard  to 
many  points  connected  with  England.  No  one 
can  have  mixed  much  in  society  abroad,  without 
discovering  that  the  most  gross  misconceptions 
are  entertained,  even  by  the  best  informed,  about 
the  state  of  parties,  the  spirit  of  revolution,  and 
the  tendency  of  recent  reforms  in  England.  They 
read  one  of  Mr.  O'Connell's  letters  to  my  Lord 
Somebody,  or  one  of  his  speeches  at  the  Com 
Exchange,  and  instantly  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  chief  of  Derrynane  is  to  be  King  of  Ireland 
within  a  week ;  or  at  least,  that  France,  or  Russia, 
or  the  Pope,  or  any  body  that  pleases,  has  but  to 
land  a  regiment  or  two  in  Galway  Bay,  and  all  is 
over  with  English  supremacy.  The  Green  Isle, 
they  infer,  will,  without  reluctance,  swear  allegiance 
to  any  that  will  have  charity  enough  to  be  her  new 
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master.  Sometimes  it  is  Mr.  Hume  that  has 
made  a  speech  about  flogging,  or  some  'other 
military  question,  and  next  day,  much  to  his  own 
surprise,  the  unwarlike  orator  is  marching  at  the 
head  of  the  army,  proclaiming  through  the  land 
that  there  shall  be  ^^  no  more  kings  in  England." 
Next  time,  it  is  Sir  Robert  Peel  who  brings 
about  the  revolution :  he  has  opposed  some  mea- 
sure of  the  government,  and  forthwith  our  clear- 
sighted friends  behold  Victoria, 

**  Regina  di  Tirtik  et  di  belth," 

Betting  out  to  conquer  new  hearts  and  new  king- 
doms,  in  some  more  loyal  clime. 

In  short,  our  neighbours  do  not  understand  us. 
They  read  these  things ;  and  their  newspapers — 
none  more  actively  than  the  salaried  and  censored 
government  organs — are  at  great  pains  to  dis- 
seminate all  that  appears  to  weaken  England : 
they  read  them,  and  misinterpret  their  import; 
chuckling  with  glee  at  the  thought  that  now^ 
surely,  our  last  knell  has  sounded.  Poor,  simple 
ones  I  They  know  as  little  of  England,  as  if 
the  Channel  were  an  insurmountable  wall  of  ada- 
mant, instead  of  an  open  friendly  sea,  which  thou- 
sands of  them  are  crossing  every  day  to  visit  us, 
and  study  us,  and  write  about  us.  Our  "  freedom 
of  speech,** .  our  privilege  of  grumbling,  of  being 
dissatisfied  with  every  man  and  every  thing,  actual 
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principles  we  had  acted  on  for  a  thousand  years 
were  to  be  abandoned ;  royal  palace  and  baronial 
hall  were  alike  to  be  laid  in  ruins ;  rapine  and 
strife  rode  triumphant ;  "  chaos  was  come  again ;" 
and  England,  so  long  the  admiration  of  the  world, 
needy,  distracted,  friendless,  torn  by  factions, 
floating  without  star  to  cheer,  or  compass  to  guide 
her, — unhappy  England,  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the 
first  assailant  who  might  think  so  mean  a  wreck 
worthy  of  his  seizure. 

But  the  emperor  now  knows  better  what  Eng- 
land is.  He  is  at  length  aware  that  the  principle 
of  destruction  is  not  so  strong  nor  so  dangerous 
amongst  us  as  he  had  at  one  time  hoped.  Lord 
Durham  has  opened  his  eyes ;  and  he  will  no 
longer  dare  all  he  had  meditated,  in  the  belief  of 
our  disunion  and  helplessness.  Let  it  not  be 
thought,  however,  that  Nicholas  has  abandoned  his 
plans ;  he  has  only  altered  the  way  in  which  he 
hoped  to  accomplish  them.  He  may  not  now  seek 
to  employ  force  so  soon  as  was  intended,  but  he 
will  still  employ  cunning.  He  will  not  fight  us 
with  his  fieets,  as  he  had  begun  to  think  he  might ; 
but,  wherever  he  has  a  province  to  annex,  or  an 
empire  to  subdue,  he  will  still  try  to  get  the  better 
of  us  by  negotiation — ^by  bribery — ^by  talent. 

Afi;er  all,  if  England  is  really  to  lose  her  supe- 
riority— to  sink  to  the  rank  of  a  second-rate  power. 
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she  will  virtually  do  when  the  emperor's  in- 
trigues shall  have  wrested  from  us  every  shadow  of 
influence  in  Turkey,  in  Persia,  in  Greece,  perhaps 
in  the  North  of  Europe  itself, — ^would  it  not  be  more 
honourable  to  have  it  said  by  the  future  historian, 
that  Russia  achieved  all  this  by  strength  of  arms — 
that  we  yielded  only  when  compelled  to  do  so — 
than  to  have  it  recorded  that  we  allowed  her  to 
triumph  by  our  own  want  of  spirit,  and  the  incar 
pacity  of  our  agents  ? 

Our  St.  Petersburg  budget  is  now  exhausted ; 
but  we  cannot  say  farewell  to  that  marvellous  city 
without  adding,  that  if  all  the  days  that  may  be 
allotted  to  us  on  earth  could  be  as  profitably  filled 
up  as  were  those  of  the  short  month  which  we 
spent  on  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  then  would 
the  close  of  life  bring  few  regrets  for  oppor- 
tunities wasted,  and  advantages  unimproved.  So 
happily  had  our  time  fled  away,  that  we  could 
gladly  have  tarried  longer  among  the  finends  whose 
kindness  gave  it  wings ;  but,  tempted  by  the 
favourable  opportunity  for  visiting  the  interior  of 
Russia,  which  now  presented  itself,  we  once  more 
struck  our  vagrant  tent,  and  hied  us  to  new  scenes. 
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